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"WOMAN and HER 
January is about the hardest mouth of 

the year in which to write either authorita- 

tively or originally about fashions, be- 

cause anyone who studies the tashion | 

oracles must know that during the past two 

or three weeks absolutely nothing new bas 

appeared, and people have been too busy 

with Christmas preparations and Christmas 

presents to give much thought to their 

garments, so the wheel of fashion seems to 

be at a standstill. But as a lew very 

pretty designs for evening dresses came 

out just before Christmas, and this is tle 

season for evening gowns, I may be able 

to give my readers a few useful hints this 

week. 

In the ficst place, lovely as the sheer 

diaphanous fabrics are when they are first 

finished, and worn by some sweet young 

girl, who looks as fresh and dainty as her 

dress, there seems to be a steadily growing 

inclination towards more solid materials. 

since the gauzes and tulles are not only 

very expensive, but perishable ‘‘draggy’ 

looking after the first freshness has worn 

off, and so flimsy that they are apt to catch 

on everything. from a button, to the table 

appointments at supper time, or even the 

bracelets of one’s vis-a-vis. Therefore the 

tide has set very decidedly in the direction 

of a combination of light and heavy goods. 

A very pretty example of this fashion 

was shown recently in a skirt ot white faille 

silk, around the front of which was a deep 

tflounce of baby blue silk muslin, very fully 

gathered, and headed by a wreath of for- 

get-me-nots. 

breadth two long rnbbons, between three 

and four inches wile, extended from the 

waist to the foot of the skirt, defining the 

breadth into a sort of tablier; on each rib- 

bon was set a bunch of forget-me-nots. 

The bodice was of the faille made in baby 

fashion with a rufile ot the blue silk muslin 

to form a bertha ; and short puffed sleeves, 

the belt is of the ribbon, fastened with a 

bunch of forget. me-nots. Long white kid 

gloves complete the costume. 

Another charming ball dress was of 

caise satin with an overdres of white and 

silver tissue, which is made perfectly plain, 

and free, then caught up at the left side by 
a cord which holdsit in place. The bod- 

ice is of the brightly-hued satin, and has a 

bertha ot point lace, gathered into full 

epaulettes on the shoulders. A narrow, 

cherry satin ribbon forms the belt, with 

long ends banging nearly to the foot. 

The * ‘baby. waist” seems to be the popu- 

lar bodice ot “the hour, and it is seen on 

nearly all evening dresses. Another fea- 

ture which is steadily gaining in popularity 

is the panier, and a very lovely evening 

gown lately prepared for a Nowd 

“was ot thick pure white silk, wade quite 
plain in front and devoid of any trimming, 

even at the foot, the back breadths were 

draped into paniers at the sides, and then 

fell in a short train at the back : around the 

train was a full flounce of ‘lace about five 
inches wide, which extended up the sides 

to the waist in a sort of jibot, after the 

manner shown in old fashion magazines of 
At the top of the jibot 

where it meets the waist, were placed three 

the seventies. 

velvet pansies in a rich violet shade, and 

these flowers placed at short intervals, 
formed a sort of wreath all around the 

train heading the flounce. The bodice was 

of course in baby shape with full puffed 
sleeves and the low neck was finished with 

a shell plaiting and a pinked edge. 
In the lighter materials, such as tulle 

and gauze, the skirts are made in three 
tiers, triple flounces all gathered very full, 
and overlapping each other with the inevit- 

able baby waist and short puffed sleeves 
and belts of narrow ribbon with long ends. 

In spite of all predictions to the con- 
trary, the Eton jacket continues to bold its 

place in the world of fashion, and though 
comparatively few are seen in Canada, 
they form a prominent feature in many of 

"the American fashion plates. Only last 
week in a page of a New York fashion 

journal, I noticed that out of a group of 
five figures no less than three had Kton 

jackets in some shape or other. One was 
gaily trimmed, cut off just below the waist 
line, and called a bolero jacket, another 
was amputated just sufficiently above the 

waist line to [show the belt, and opened 
over a shirt front of pleated tan silk, while 
the third was cut sharply up from the front 

edge, nearly to the armhole, forming a 
deep point. Some of these jickets have 
the deep revers extending well over the 
armhole, which was seen last autumn, 

while others show a sort of high Stuart 
collar into which the revers extend after 
the manner of the English cut jickets, 

which came out with the later importations 
of winter coats, last month. There is not 
the slightest room for doubt upon the im- 
portant subject of overskirts, they are 
slowly but surely making their way to an 
assured position, as they are seen on 

~ several of the newest dresses. Sometimes 

they take the form of draped skirts, the 

draping being effected by gathering the 

folds of the skirt into clusters and fastening 
these folds into position by sewing them to 

the foundation, over which all draped 
skirts are made. This foundation is made 
of lining, and faced with the dress material 

to the required depth, and the dress pro- 

per looped over it. 

York belle: 

At each side ot the front | 

WORK. 
Other draped skirts are seen with the 

pretty wrinkled fronts so popular a few 

years ago, and so diflicult for anyone but a 

professional dressmaker to put together; 

the wrinkling is obtained by means of two 

pleats taken in on each side ot the front 

breadth just at the waist line, but it is the 

correct placing ot these same pleats which 

forms the stumbling block for amateurs, it 

seems so simple and is in reality so difficult. 

In overskirts proper, the principal style is 

a long plunt point reaching to nearly the 

foot of the skirt and slightly raised at the 

sides by a cluster of deep pleats massed to- 

gether. Some are cut round in apron 

fashion, but the pointed style obtains the 

most favor at present. 

Beatrice. —I am glad you were pleased 

with your answers. Your composition is 

fiirly good, better than very many letters I 

get. You can wear ary colored ribbon in 

your lair that will match your dress or ifs 

trimmings, but either black or brown is 
prettier. (4) 1 do not know any French 

beys so I can scarcely judge, but 1 have no 
doubt they are quite as nice as English 

ones, and probably much more polite. 
(5) I think any girl who would accept 
such a present from a young man 
must have as little respect for herself as he 
evidently had for her, but perhaps be did 
not know any better. I think you will 
have to curl your hair as it is so short and 
leave the back in waves, or else curl it too. 
Many thanks for your kind Christmas 
wishes. 

Cruwms, St. John.—So you did not ap- 
prove of what I said about the sparrows, 

and cull it an *‘attack™ upon them? Well 
if no one ever attacks them more violently 
than 1 did the cheeky little tellows will fare 

pretty well. Itis quite a new sensation 
for me, to be accused of unkindness to any- 

thing living, no matter how insignificant, 
and I am so accustomed to being regarded 

as a sort of harmless lunatic 0a the subject 
of ail * Goa’s little beasts” that it was 

really refreshing to have any one take up 
the cudgels tor them against me. But 1 
honor you for your detence of the little 
birds, all the same Crumbs, and 1 should 
dearly like to shake hands with you for 
your kind words you say about the birdies 

tor God’s helpless creatures, you must have 
observed them very closely, to be able to 
tell me so much about their habits and the 
funny ways they have with each other. 
You are a dear girl, Crumbs, and 1 hope 
youwill write to me often. Do you really 
think I said anything untrue about the 

“{ sparrows, or abused them in anyway? It 
$0, 1 will make them a public apology ; but 
as you have watched them so closely, can 
you deny that they are impudence personi- 
fied! I know the parent birds are devoted 
to their young but is not mother love the 
‘same in all animals, human, beast, and 

bird, and it was not their domestic relations 
1 was treating of, but their general atitude 
towards the rest of their species, and the 
bird world in general. I do know a little 
about them too, Crumbs because if ever 
there was an open air soup kitchen, an 
“out door relief” dispensary, it is our 
back yard, and I really wish you could see 

ity} am sure it would do your heart good. 
We are quite a large family you know, so 
it takes a good deal to feed us, and there 

are a great many scraps left, but in spite 
ot that there is no **swill tub” kept in our 
shed just a large clean box in which all 
the potato, apple and turnip peelings, cab- 
bage leaves, turnip and celery tops, are 
thrown, and saved for some hungry horse 

or cow ; the rest of the scraps. bones, scraps 
ot meat, fish, and even old bits of dry pas- 
try cake and pudding are all thrown out in 
a certain spot near the back door, summer 
and winter! and 1 can assure you they 
never either freeze or speil, so many four 
footed pensioners are always on the look- 
out for them, and many an al fresco meal 
is enjoyed there. Hungry dogs, half 

starved cats and every variety of bird 
swarm around our back tence, and I be- 
lieve many a poor creature has been saved 
from starvation by that soup kitchen. 
As tor the birds they fare especially well 

because not only are the crumbs saved for 
them, but every scrap of dry bread, and 
every crust or ‘‘heel” of a loaf is either 
pounded up, or soaked and thrown out for 
the pigeons and sparrows, and th: poor 
fellows cluster in swarms around the fences 
and even roost on all the neighboring house 
tops waiting for their meals. I assure you 
the pigeons are the most to be pitied, they 
are quite wild and homeless, and so timid 
that they never seem to get used to us but fly 

away it we even go to the window, while 
the sparrows scarcely pause to look up at 

us. Some of the pigeons are lame, two of 

them had broken he and one had only 
one leg, and used to lie down on his side 

while he ate ; but the sparrows were always 
well and hearty, and brimful of fight, The 
pigeons have no home, they are huddled 
under the eaves in the coldest weather, 
and only a few nights ago 1 was awakened 
by hearing their poor little cold feet 
scratching along the roof, over my head 
and it was such a cold night too; so I 
think the poor pigeons are entitled 
to a little consideration too Crumbs, 
and you must remember that pigeons never 
roost in trees except in their wild state, 
and they are much too large to gather in, 

barns up amongst the rafters, as sparrows 
can easily do, so that their lot is really 
much harder, and their food harder to find 
because a sparrow would thrive for a whole 
day upon what would scarcely be a mouth- 
ful for a pigeon, and I really cannot under- 
stand why you should think the pigeons 
greedy because they too are so hungry that 
they are ready to fight for a morsel to eat, 
just as the sparrows do. Now I have writ- 

ten you a long letter Crumbs; and I hope 
I have succeeded in convincing you that I 

did not intend to do the sparrows any in- 

justice, or even to take trom them the 

little character they possess. 1am sure 

that if they could speak they would one 

and all unite in assuring vou that they and 
all their feathered friends never had a bet- 
ter friend than ASTRA. 

and the love your pretty letter revealed | up you will see me on some branch or tele- 

CHIRP SPARROW’S CANE. 

What He Puts Forward in Regard to Him - 

self and His Woes, 

The following letter which 1 received 
last week from my little friend **Chirp 
Sparrow jr” seems to me worthy ot publica- 
tion, as the sturdy little bird puts bis own 

case far better than any human could, and 
of course he possesses the advantage of a 
more thorough acquaintance with his own 
race than any of us can boast of, and a 

valiant champion the whole sparrow family 

have in him. 
“ And was it thou,” Astra? Alas I am 

undone. My friend of the brown eyes, 
who always looks for ‘* Astra’s” talks first, 
hunted through ProcGriss then said,‘ Astra 
has not written anything this time only in 
the Woman's work column, 1 will read 
that later.” How could she have over- 
looked your name. No matter how busy 
she may be, when ProGress comes, she 
always sits down and reads Astra first. 
Oh why did you not put your name to the 
article and save us this mistake? Now 
alas! I have offended my best friend. 1In- 
stead of crying over the pigeon’s cold toes, 
I feel more like crying over my own woes. 

Car'stmas ani some one who ** hates spar- 
rows"—as | sometimes hear peopio say— 
had written that article to induce the boys 
and men to persecute us with their stones 
and guns. | am much pained to think 
that you should class us with the mongrel 
flock in the neighboring republic when 
our family belongs to the very first spar- 
rows in the old country, and our blood is 
the bluest ot the blue! Doubtless some 
sparrows were brought over as emigrants, 
but not our family. It must have been 
“*some other fellows.” I have often heard 
my grandfather tell how be and my grand- 
mother build a nest in the smoke-stack of a 
steamer and in that way crossed the big 
ocean in company with a few other birds, 
and the sailors were so pleased to see the 
little ** land birds” as they called them that 
they ted them every day. 

I don’t believe you know me, Astra, 
though I know you well, and often see you 
on your way to church, to some fine morn- 
ing I will come in front of your window 
with my sisters and my cousins and my 
aunts and you will see what a well behaved 
family we are. As to quarrelling we never! 
no never !—well, hardly ever! 

Just now I am feeling rather dull be- 
cause you are angry with me. So if you 
see a little bird, with tears in its eyes, 
standing on one foot, and. wiping away its 
tears with the other ; with feathers all rough 
as it they bad been pulled out and put in 
wrong, and with a most dejected droop of 
wings and tail,—That's me! And if some 
fine morning, when you set out tor church 
you hear a dismal litt.e chirp, it you look 

phone wire, trying to say, ‘forgive me.” 
I know you love and cherish me, and 

| only reprove me formy good, and that 
paragraph in your article last week, com- 
torted my sad heart a little. Do “you 
not think we tiny creatures 
mission in “life! Thy brown eyed friend 
often watches me and my brothers picking 
up crumbs, and often her eyes were full of 
sorrow. In our own way of finding out 
things for, 

“Beasts and birds have seen and heard 
That which nan knoweth not,” 

we discovered that not long befor:, a 
dearly loved friend had been suddenly 
taken from her, and when the sense of toss 
was overpowering she found a few 
moments diversion in watching our little 
selves. The tears would vanish, and the 
sweet sad face would grow a little brighter 
and once 1 heard her softly say as she 
turned from the window, 

“Whose habitations in the tree top even 
Are halt-wav houses on the road to Heaven.” | 

As to the pigeons, | am glad you are not 
very fond ot them. Jf they are such 
forlorn frozen creatures as you picture, 
might not the S. P. C. A. shoot them and 
so end their misery, and it there is a bounty 
on our poor little selves, would therenot be 
a bigger one onthe great pigeons? Perhaps 
when we are all gone the canker-worms | 
will again spin down trom the trees upon | 
“each woman's bonnet, shawl and gown.” 
Please tell the editor, **Thank you very 
much for putting my letter in PROGRESS,” 
I felt so proud, and it you dear Astra will 
forgive me, | shall be the happiest bird in 
the city. Yours saucily, 

CHIRP SPARROW, JR. 

I have much pleasure in informing my 
saucy little correspondent that if he thinks 
I have anything to forgive, he has my full 

and free pardon, and if he will just come 
round to our door some day with his feath- 
ers in the condition he describes in such a 
graphic manner that he really must have 

been reading ‘*The Jackdaw of Rhiems,”— 

I will recognize him at once and be most 

happy to cement our friendship with an un- 

limited amount of crumbs, or any other 

treat that Chirp will select. 

I will let the little bird convey his own 

thanks to the Editor, and I will waive all 

further claim I may have, to agreement on 

the subject of Chirp's ancestry leaving the 

little tellow the satisfaction ot having the 

last word, because perhaps [ was rather 

bard on him in the beginning and that is 

the only amends I can wak:. Bat Chirp 

my friend, a word in your ear—I am afraid 

we will never meet on the pathway to 

church, because I simply never go to morn- 

ing service, and you are snugly tucked 

away in your little nest long before I start 

out for evening church, so don't wait for me 

I beg, or else your poor little feet will treeze 

to the telephone wire, and you will be sure 

to catch the prevalent grip. You are a 

funny little bird, and your remedy for the 

pigeons troubles is indeed original. I 

think you must be a poet, like all birds or 

you could never have quoted so many 

beautiful lines, and described your ances- 

tors journey in such graceful language. 

Write to me again sometime httle friend 

and for the present good bye.  AsTRa. 

| t Altogether Depends, 

Caller—Is your sister in, Bobby? 

Bobby—She's both in and out. 

aller—Both in and out? How can that 

be? a= 
Bobby— It depends upon who calls. 

have a | 

Suppose you don't want to pay that much. 

There is no Nee 
@— Of having cold feet about the house whea for @Q¢, you can get a very warm 

comfortable felt House Shoe. 

We have got the 'm at Z785¢C., good ones too. 

34 King, 212 Union St. 

WATERBURY & RISING. 
|JNEQUALLED for 

| 
| 

_I'thought you had gone away to lg 

! 

Strength, Smooth- 
ness and elasticity. 

| ®. 

4 

a 

Spool Silk and Twist 
i gives the best results 

forall dressmaking and 
. 

Jamaoactin nica 
Aaas vw irouau Ci 5 ase LUD 

prefer it, dressmaker 
recommend it. Try it 
once and you will use 
no other. 

70 AVOID THE GRIP. 

R 1l¢8 Everybody Should Preservs aad Try 
To Live Up To. 

Never lean with the back upon anything 
that is cold. |, 

has been eaten. 
Keep the back especiglly between the 

shoulder blades, well covered: also the 
chest well protected. 

In sleeping in a cold room establish a 
habit of breathing through the nose, and 
never with the mouth open. 

Never go in bed with cold or damp feet. 
Nevir omit regular bathing, for, unless 

the skin is in active condition, the cold will 

close the pores and favor congestion and 
other diseases. 

After exercises of any kind never ride in 

an open carriage or near the window of a 

car tor a moment ; it is dangerous to health 
or even life. 
When hoarse speak as little as possible 

until the horsezess is recovered from, else 

the voice may be permanently lost, or diff- 

iculties ot the throat be produced. 

Merely. warm :he back by the fire and 

never continue keeping the back exposed 

to the heat atter it has become comfortably 

warm. To do otherwise is debilitating. 

When going from a warm atmosphere 

into a cooler one keep the mouth closed, 

so that the air may be warmed in its pass- 

| age through the nose before it reaches the 

lungs. 

Never stand still in cold weather, espe- 

cially after a slight degree of exercise, and 

always avoid standing on ice or snow, or 

where the person is cxposed to cold wind. 

For 

First-Class 

Footwear, 

Faultless 

Fit and 

Finest 

Finish, in 

Foremost 

Fashions, at 

Fairest 
Figures, 
Find 
Cranby Rubbers 
and Overshoes. 

THEY WEAR LIKE IRON. 
All Dealers Sell Them. 

Baby Wants It. 

Martin’s 

Cardinal Food 
FOR INFANTS AND INVALIDS. 

The most palatable food prepared, and 

is unequalled by any other preparation 

ofits kind. ‘The best food and the best 

value, put up in one pound Tins, price 

25 cts. per Tin. 

Sold Retail by all Druggists and Gro- 

cers and Wholesale by 

KERRY WATSON & CO. PROPRIETORS 

MONTREAL. 

Never begin a journey until breakfast | 

0 ~ QU 

W. G. Nixey, LoNpon, Exc.; 1 
turer of B ack L.ead in the wor 

be the BEST OF ITS KIND. 

Sold by Grocers and Hardware 

ick, Lasting Polish fo. 

82 Stoves & Grates. Casytoapply. 

Always bright and beautiful. 

s the oldest and largest manufac- 

ld. An article which has been 

popular everywhere for NEARLY A CENTURY, must of necessity, 
CHAS. GYDE, Agent, Montreal. 

+ dealers. 

ALWAYS 

Ask for Islav Blend. 
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[MPORT ORDERS SOLICITED 

I. WILLIAM BELL, - - ST. JOHN, N. B 
SOLE AGENT FOR NEW BRUNSWICK 

A permanent office is opened in St John for 

eale of Dr. J. Gordon B:onet's rem: lies at 4 

Elliot Row. 

“WITHOUT REASON, WITHOUT 
AC- 

TION AND]WITHOUT SPEECH FOR
 

HREE YEARS.” 

Dr. J. Gogpo ¥ BeNNET, Halifax. —After the re- 

marka sle cure in your treatment of my son, I
 would 

be doing wrong n)t to make it knowa t
o the public. 

He was confined to his bed three vears without 

speech or action, H: can id ook = a good 

neti eason returned. Ze thirty years. 

Pity aid JOIN CARLAND. 
P. S.—Mr. Carland is one ot the oldest settlers, is 

a J.P. and no one b tter known in the district. 

Stomach andJliver;pads 

from $1 to $3 absorption eg 

baths, 30 cents, Electrical | 

belts, Digesters, insoles, [= 

etc., Liquid food, Sup 

positories, no case of dis- 

ease but wnat will exper- 

jence the benefitin a few 

hours and make a lasting [== 

cure in a very short | 

time especially in the se- |= 

verest forms of par. [== 

alysis and nervous debil- fi : 

ity. 

—o0000— 0 
Address No. 8 and 9 Fg | | 

Pugsley B'ldg. 

St. John, N. B. 

| For Neuralgia 

| Use Minard’s Liniment 

For Rheumatism 

Use Minard’s Liniment 

For Coughs and Colds 

Use Minard’s Liniment 

For Burns and Scalds i 

Use Minard’s Liniment 

For Aches and Pains 

Use Minard’s Liniment 

For Falling out of Hair 

| Use Minard’s Liniment 

For Distemper in Horses 
Use Mipard’s Liniment 

For Corns and Warts 

Use Minard’s Liniment 

Prepared by C. C, Richards & Co., Yarmouth,N, 8.,' 

FOR SALE EVERYWHERE. 

KILTIE 

SCOTCH 

WHISKEY. 

——¢ 

a0 Years 
OLD. 

& 
A 3 
c | 

| FOR IT. 
THORNE 889457 

1 SCOTCH WHISKY P=" 

“GREENOCK &10.4 
. ¢ Lawrence A, Wilson 

«4518 

t 

4 5 

| 

& Co, 

Sole Agents 

MONTREAL. 

Wholesale 

and Retail. 
Telephone 414. Office 18 Leinster Street. 

Mrs. R. Whetsel. 

| 

Taldsan= 


