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HE HAD A GENTLE HEART

MORE ABOUV? THE LIFE AND WORK
OF MONTGOMERY.

Incidents of His Life at Sheffield- Points
in Which His Nature Was Like that of
Cowper—Both Had Great Traits-Mont-

gomery's Poetry

For many years James Montgo re-
sided »t Sheffield, editing his Imvu-
paper, while writing, and from time to

time, publishing his poems, and growing
. . 1
more and more in the affection and esteem |

of nis townsmen, and of mankind. where-
soever his fame extended. le tke
witness ot great social disturhances, result-
ing in the final advancement of important
social interests. He heard the mad out-
cries of men driven to despair by the most
oppressive of laws, and the hardest of social
and industrial conditions ;
trequent outbreaks, the exhibitions of mob
passion and sallies ot desperate resistance.
But in the midst of this turbulence, and
amid the opposing classes he stood, a re-
conciling angel, the message of love and
peace ever upon his lips, the light of a
benignant spirit ever tempering a certain
penaiver‘ss in his face. A purer reputa-
tion, a deeper or more grateful affection,
amid bhis countrymen, poet never enjoyed ;
while even those formerly concerned in his
his life-long

was

legal persecution became
friends ; enjoying far more than his forgive-
The part of Sheflicld, where for so

which

Nness.

long time he resided, and from

ke sent forth poetry and politics,—known |

as the Ilartshead, is described as ‘‘a sort
ot cul-de-sac, having no carriage road

throughout only one into it, and that not
from the main street. The shop which used
to be the lIris ofliceis of an odd ogee shape,
it
ogreat,

at the end of a row of buildings, has

huge ogee-shaped windows, with
at

shop.”

dark green shutters. The door is
corner, making it a three-cornered
The neighborhood bas degenerated

the poet’s time, and is more of a haunt

since

beer shop

lawyers than it used to he; and where

once the poet preached justice and religion |

from the press, are now ‘*encouraged scenes
destructive of every vestigze of virtue
morality.”

Montgomery atterward resided ‘* at the
Mount, on the Glossop road, the west end
of Sheflield . . at least a mile and a halt
from the old Iris office, and is one regular
ascent all the way.
lying high; and there are many pleasant
vilias built on the sides of the hill in their
ample pleasure grounds, the abodes of the

wealthy manufacturers. The Mount, par

The situation is lovely,

and saw the |

the |

of f

|

|

" £

frequenters and pettitogging | .

v | would term, the passion ot
|

$

|

1

|

or |

excellence, is the house, or rather terrace,
where Montgomery lived. It is a large
building,' with a noble portico of six fine
Ionic columns, so that it looks a residence
fit for a prince. It standsin ample pleasure
grounds, and looks over a splendid scene
of hills and valleys. The rooms enjoy this
fine prospect over the valley of the Sheaf
and;the Porter, which, however, are some-
times obscured with the smoke blowing

from the town.”

As a tribute to his character and a des-
cription of bis person, we can select noth-
ing preferable to this by a fellow-townsman
ot James Montgomery: It may be said,
that nature never intused into a human
composition a greater portion of kindness
and general philanthropy. A heart more
sensibly alive to every better as well as
| every finer-feeling, never beat in a human
bosom. Perbaps no two individuals, in
{ man.ers, pursuits, character, and compos:-

tion, ever more exactly corresponded with
| each other, than Montgomery and Cowper.
| The same benevolence of heart, the same
| modes:y of deportment, the same purity
| ot lite, “the same attachment to literary
pursuits, the "same:.fondness for solitude
retirément froof the public haunts ot

a

jmlsjn; agil tosgomplete the picture, the
sae argert teeling in the cause of religion,
and\the Bame“Jlispobiticn to gloom and
melaheholy . is pdrson, which was rather
below the middle statube, was neatly form-
ed ; his features had the general expres-
sion of simplicity and benevolence,
rendered more interesting by a hue
of melancholy that pervaded them.
When animated by conversation, his
{ eve was uncommonly brilliant, and
| his whole countenance was full ot intelli-
gence. Lle possessed great command of
language ;: his observations were those ot
an acute and penetrating mind, and bis
expressions were frequently strikingly
metaphorical and eloquent. By all who
saw and conversed with him he was es-
teemed ; by all who knew him he wis be-
| loved.”

It remains to observe briefly upon bis
Elhott

poetry. It does not, like that ot
smack of the soil, or associate itselt with
the scenes amid which he lived: the ex-

quisite passion for dear, dear earth is not
there ; but, rather, what George KEliiot
* other world-
Lis principal poetic writings fill
us with high esteem for the writer's talents
and character ; but, as poems, they do not
deeply impress, and we do not care often
| to recur to them. No poem, which is not
truly epical in conception and power—no
| poem which is not, so to speak. volcanic
and mountainous, carved with mines of
gold, and gems, and li'te8 into the region
of the thunder and sun,—nho poem that is
-not the very greatest, shofild ever be long.
Tle Bickersteths and Percivals have made
a grand mistake, and the Southeys are
wore talked about than read. -1f the muse
of Homer sometimes nods at the long  ses-
sion, who shall save cur vawns when the

[ liness.”

/
|

Youngs ar!(f"]’pm)<-ks take up tha strgih ? |

Indeed, did not Poe affirm, in his essay on
* The Poetic Principle,” that. by- the very
laws of sensation, there is, and can be, no
such thing as a long poem ; but a succes-
sion of episodes. The duration ot psychi-
cal «xcitement at its maximum is so brief,
the exquisite taste of the spiritual palate so
soon dulled, that no man can hold out
to the end, even ot the book or cinto;
and a poem must be measured by the
capable reader’s capacity of enjoyment,
and consequent appreciation.  Col. Inger-
soll—as keen as he is perverse—said 1n a
recent lecture on Burns,—**All poems are
short. There cannot be a long poem any
more than there can be a long joke.” This
is just within its proper limitations. A

song can not be long; it is an outburst of

A lyric must be brief, and
pregnant with melody and fice. But these
critics ignore the law of the Epic. . The
greatest and most clear sighted men do not
argue so. There is such a thing as épical
and dramatic unity, in a great work ot the
poet’s art. It may not be at once entirely
enjoyed, or comprehended,—it would not
be great it it could be; but, studied in its
parts, on successive occasions, it grows on
the student-lover, as on the beholder the
total effect of a complex. grand cathedral,
which tor some time may have been studied
in detail, until the relations of its exquisite
parts more certainly appear, and the mind
dilates with a sudden sense of what was
before only suspected, or only dimly seen.
Shakespeare, Dante, Homer, (Goethe, and
the Greek dramatists respond to this test
largely, and Milton in a degree scarcely in-
terior ; but to such a test Montgomery can-
not respond at all, for his works are not in
any eminentdegree works of the imagination.
Taste and chastity of teeling may be claimed,
but qualities no higher. Highly imagina-
tive poets, like Wordsworth even, not hav-

the heart.

ing the width of comprehension and requsite | the matter.

power of combination, appear to better ad-

I

vantage in lyrical flights, and in episodes ,

of their more extended poems. We think
this true of Montgomery. We like him
best in his occasional tender, musical and
heart-felt strains, such as *‘The Common
lL.ot,” “*The Grave,” *‘The Mole-hill,”
*The Peak Mountains,” and the exquisite
tribute to Burns, whom he would fain have
taken to his heart without reserve, but for
the spots so plain on that fallen angel's
wings.
enough in his poetic pinion, nor clear

Montgomery was never strong |
g J 5

|

l
)
?
4

enough in his poetic vision to excel in any |

venture beyond the lyric; and upon him
was also the handicap of a melancholic
temperament, confirmed and warped by the
austerity of his Fulneck training, beside

the hampering notions, imposed by his re- |

ligion, as to historic verity, which acted

O God! thou art my God alone;” Hail to
the Lord’s Anointed ;" with others of equal
merit, that might be named. There is one
of these lyrics, in particular, endeared to
us by home voices sounding sweetly in the
far-away days, which never loses its familiar
charm.” Our heart is responsive whenever
we listen to the strains of, ‘‘A poor way-
faring man of grief:” it has the poetic
facility and quaintness of Henry Vaughan,
or of Quarles, or Herbert, stripped of all
their archaic conceits. We put it side Ly
side with Wesley’s”, *‘Come, O thou traveler
unknown,” in our loving estimation.

This gentle and godly man attained his
final rest in his eighty-third year,—April
30th, 1854. His soul bas ‘‘entered the joy
of his Lord.” His body lies in the ceme-
tery at Sheflield ; and over his grave, sur-
mounting a granite pedestal, stands a life-
size statue of the poet, in bronze, designed
by John Bell. A popular demonstration
at the time of its inauguration testified to
the loving reverence in which his memory

is held.
Pastor FeLix.

Didn’t See The Joke.

A north of England lawyer, having had
occasion to summon an abusive cabman,
was surprised one morning when his clerk
informed him that the cabby, not recogniz-
ing him, had called to know whether or not
he would take his defence.

“Oh, certainly,” was the reply witha
smile of amusement ; ‘‘tell him to get off
for a guinea.”

It was the cabman’s turn to be surprised,
however, on the action being withdrawn
and his recognizing the plaintiff and the
solicitor as one and the same person.

*Why, hang me if that ain’t the cove I
gave a guinea to,” he remarked, failing to
see anything particularly humorous about

Good Way to Keep Accounts,

Tattooing is still a favorite personal de-
coration with some of the natives of Samoa,
though not so fashionable there as tormer-
ly. 'Those who practicz the art have an
effective way of securing their pay.

The color extends trom the waist to the
knees, no other part ot the body being
marked. In the small of the back the
design shades off to a point, which is never
finished by the tattooer till his bill has

| been paid.

As the incomplete design is public evi-
dence of the wearer’s indebtedness, the
artist seldom has to wait long for his
money.

He Found Mr, Spriggins.
“Did you find Mr. Spriggins, Pat i:k?”

|
with tatal restraint upon his imagination. ; “[ did, sorr.” “*What did he -.y?”
Any view of Montgomery's poetry would j#‘Niver a worrud, sorr.” “‘Not a w ~1?"
be incomplete that ignored his hymns p for3*‘Not a worrud, sorr,” “Why no Pat-
it is as a christian’ lyrist that thé conspicu- | rick ?”  *‘Because he was out.” ) .!l
ously shines. Ilis hymns are ¢atholic, and | thought you said yow found nim " *+i Iid,
“sorr ; [ found him out.”

free trom sectarian bias, and breathe a fer-
vent and simple spirit ot deyotion. : What

|

collection of Hymnody does not embrace |

such favorites, as, *‘Prayer is the soul's |

b

sir.cere desire ;” Servant ot God! well done ;’
**Forever with the l.ord ;¥ -lark! the song
ot Jubiee i:’ “(’)‘12 where shall rest be
tound "% £Angels fedm therrdalus of glofy .

For Weak Nerves
Usk lHorsrorp's Acip Praosruarte.
It is particularly useful in making weak
nerves strong, as it contains necessary ele-

ments of putrition.for the, nervous system,
obtained from _natural sources, . ... ot
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This Great Eemedy 1S

a Certain Care

FOR ALL DISEASES
arising from Nerve
Exhaustion, Weak-
ened or Impaired Di-
gestion, an Im~over-
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Blood,
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Tooke's Collars, Cuffs, and Shirts for sale by the

LLeading Houses in the Dominion.

ESTABLISHED 1855

rronta: east | ORONTO

B. B. BLIZARD, St. John, N. B., Sole Agent for the Maritime Provinces.

fmd

‘

FAMOUS FICTIOTY

18 really great—one masterninee
be trivial in comparicon his unme .
away. A well known New York publishtog h
the greatest and most fymons novels in the

whereby we are enabled to offer this handson - and valuable set of books as a pre
scribers upon terms which make thei aniost a free i, >
author's greutest work —his nins erpiece-—the great production that made his nane
works comprised in this valnable set of books, which are published unpdee tie grucis

* Famous Fiction by the Worl!'s Grealest Auathors,” are as (ollows:

EAST LYNNE,
By DMrs, Heary Wood.

JANE EYRE,

Dy Charlotte LCronte.

JOHN HALIFAX, GEITTLEMAN,
By Miss Muloclc.

By Wilkie Collins.

Each of these great and powerful works i8 known the world over and rea
E.h is intenselv inieresting, yet pure and elevating in moral t
omplete, urchaneed and unabridged, in ten separa
wovers, all unifor, thus making a charming set of b
‘hey are printed from uew type, clear, bold and readab
t 18 a delightful set of books, and we are most happy

—BY THE——

THE WORLD'S GREATEST AUTHORS.

A CHARMING SET OF BOOKS

EMBRACING

-

‘e of the Greatest Novels Ever Written

BY TEN OF THE

GREATEST AUTHORS WHC EVER LIVED !

I:nigﬁg;;‘ﬁ;h’.t ‘ i ‘ it ‘..l

tve il his works be read long afier the author s nassed
vise s dssued in aniform and hanosome sivie fen of
Enclish language. and we have perfectedarrangeinen s
inm to our su*
novels
file

Each one of these famous WS i'e

: '
i ! e

v

LADY AUDLEZ'S SECT.T.
By Miss M. 2. Bralaca.
VANITY FAID,

By W. M. Thackeruy.

THE LAST DAYS OF POMPEIL
Iy Sir E. Bulwer Lytton.

THE THREE GUARDSMZIN,

ADAM BEDE,
By George Eliot. By Alexander Daaas.
TIHE WOMAN IN WEITPF, , PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE,

By Charles Readc.

Ad in every civilizea
one. ‘They are publisaed
te volumes, with very handsome «nd artistic
yoks which will be an ornament to the houne
le, upon paper of excellent quality. itogethes
10 be enabled to afford our pubscrl cr+:un or

sortnniry of obtaining such gnlendid books upon such terms as we can give,

Our Liberal Premium Otter !

splendid complete set of *‘Famous Fiction by the World's Greatest Authors,” alio
PROGRESS tor one year, upon receipt of -nly $2.50, which is an advance of but 50 cents
over our regular subscription price,so th+t you practically get this beautiful set of hooks

for only 50 cents.

We will send the ten great nov-
els above named, comprising tle

i)
M

Subscribers desiring to take advantege of this offer whose

terms of subscription have not yet expired, by renewing now will reccive the books ¢t
once, and their subscriptions will be extended one year from date of expiratior. We
will give the complete set of books free to any one sending us a club of tao n:w yearly
subscribers. This is a great premium offer. EDWARD 8. CARTER.

Charles Dickens’ Complete Works—15 vols
Given for one new or renewal subscription and $4.50

acditional,

We have no premium that 18 so great a bargain as our Set of Dickens in 15 volumes .
handsome cloth binding, plain large print with 257 illustrations. This set of books is
listed at $15. but usnally sells for the bargain retail price $7.50. Our price ro old or
new subscribers w'th a years subscription 18 $6.50.




