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A DESPOTIC MAJORITY.

HOW IT RULED IN THE HALIFAX
TAX KEEFORM ROW.

It Was Unrelenting in the Way it Pushed the
Mayor—Five Attacking Aldermen—The
WOnly Public Reference] to the Mayor’s
Voting Himself Five Hundred Dollars.

Havirax, Jan. 3.—Itis possible for a
majority to be as despotic as any autocra-
tic ruler. This is what occurred to some
people when they saw how the majority in
the city council acted towards Major Keef:
in the conflict with him over tax retorm,
at Monday's meeting of the council. Not
that the majority are not right and tne
mayor wrong in the matter. The reform
majority in the council was unrelenting in
the way it pushed his worship, and quite
regardless of his feelings, or the feelings
of his friends. They sat on him without
mercy. ProGress has already been made
acquainted with the fact that a new and
more equitable scheme of taxtation was
proposed and its principles adopted by
the council. This was accomplished by
over-ruling the major’s decisions from the
chair. The major at the time submitted,
and told the zouncil they had assumed the
whole responsibility. The council adjourn-
ed to dream over its victory but in the
meantime Mayor Keefe prolessed to have
got new light, and he cast a bombshell into
the reformers’ ranks by sending a *‘message”
to the council that what they had done was
illegal and that he refused to reeognizs it.
The estimites were to have came np for
censideration, but after a lively fight with
his worship the council adjournea as a pract-
ical vote of censure on the mayor.

The council met again on Monday, and
the mayor received ‘‘the ammunition” he
said he expected. He did not receive it
in person, however, for he absentel him-
selt from the meeting. But in the most
cold-blooded manner Ald. Dennis, Redden,
Wallace, Hamilton and Morrow attacked
his position and without ado they ordered
all the references of his worship to tax re-
form,%especially ‘‘the message” vetoing it,
to be erased from the minutes. They
torced Recorder MacCoy, too, to say that
the mayor’s conduct was unconstitutional,
and jthey veted down Ald. O'Donnell’s
motion to reconsider the reform scheme.
The mayor and his supporters were ‘‘clean-
bowled” and tax reform stood triumphant.

The_only public reference to the mayor’s
taking of that $500 from the board of
works allowance, previous to Monday’s
meeting, was when ProGREss told the facts.
On Moauday it was spoken of with bated
breath, and had it not been that the mayor
was somewhat discredited after the tax
reform battle, proBably not an alderman
would have dared speak of it then, Ald,
Dennis was the man who at iast summoned

tourage to refer to the matter, and it was
only by close questioning that he got the
city clerk to admit that the mayor had
pocketed the money. When he had form-
ally secured an admission that the
money was gone he moved that the city
clerk be instructed not to draw another
such warrant for the mayor without the au-
thority of the council. The resolution
‘‘went on the order paper.” Mayor Keefe
would never have taken the $500 were it

and he can afford to be careless what
people think and say. That may be true.

He can afford now to depise the civic Ea] administration ot politics,

voter, but then the mayor has his
eye on)"a !political nomination and he
may hear of this little matter again. There
is not much doubt it will be used against
him, and with considersble force. Ifhis
worship would do those things ‘‘in the
green tree what would he do in the dry.”

Ald. O'Donnell is a funny alderman.
He is a strange mixture of sense and gross
nonsense. This was made very apparent
at the last council meeting. His references
to opponents are about as amusing as one
could wish. An instance of this was fur-
nished when he stated that he had been in
favor of a certain measure, but when he
saw who the other aldermen were who ad-
vocated it, heTat once concluded it must
necessarily be bad. Nothing good could
emanate from such a quarter he said, and
he would oppose it. He was as good as
his word and voted against the $500 grant
to the school of art and design.

Those who know the city council can
imagine nothing stranger than the pheno-
menon of Ald. Hubley advocating an in-
creased grant to anything. The wonder-
ful occurrence was witnessed this week,
when the] doughty alderman was in a
minority which voted for more aid to some
service. The reason must be that Ald.
Hubley knew he would be voted down.

City engineer Doane is to be congrat-
ulated on his increased salary. The mayor
did not share that $500 with him, which he
drew on the quiet, so the council gave Mr.
Doane an additional $200 per year. The
city engineer's salary is one of those within
the city hall that is earned.

It would furnish an interesting letter for
ProGress to enumerate the civic salaries
that are not earned, and to give some of
the proots for the statement. Such a com-
munication, with all the names, would be
timely. o

A Solld- Rock Castle,
In Bohemia, near the town of Haida, is
the rock- castle of Burgstein. It is a per-
fect fortress, with chambers and chapel,

" stables and balls, all scoo laboriously
out of the solid rock. principal en-

can ascend, and this arrangementis met
with in other tamous robber-knights’ strong-
holds. The devil’s Castle, at Kaisergebug,
Germany, 4s cut out of a rock, so s the
“unparalleled” Fort ot Dowlutabad, India.
This rock is an insulated mass of granite,
rising to the height of about 500ft. abowe
the plain; for nearly one-third of the
height the rock has been scraped like a
wall, and presents, all round, a perpendic-
ular cliff; above this it assumes a pyra-
midal form, or that ot a compressed bee-
hive. At (iibraltar, the ancient castle or
stronghold is cut outof the solid rock,
Vast sums of money, and an immense
amount of labor, have been spent in for-
titying this celebrated stronghold.

PAULINA IS A WONDER.

Nine Pounds of Girlhood Can Lift Twelve
Pounds of Dumb-bell.
Titania in bloomers on a safety, ora
Brownie in the regulation leopard skin
Arcadian dress suit and distended biceps
of the professional athlete would not seem
more incongruous than does the new litile
midget, Princess Paulina now in New
York with dumbbells and gymnastics.
When the hittle nine pound young woman
trips across the floor with her wicker
chariot in tow, or tugs at dumbbells which
weigh half as much again as herself,
she reminds one of Church’s sketch of a
sparrow dragging a Brobdingnagian rose.
Although bus: the size of a healthy baby
of ten months, she is able to perform feats
which many ordinary human beings find
it impossible to accomplish in the whole
course of their existence, what many
young ladies of her age have never even
attemped. Placing her tiny hands on the
floor or the table, she flings up her litlle
feet with the agility and unexpected
rapidity of the traditional long cared lay
figure of the comic papers.
The little woman was born in Holland
nearly nineteen years ago, and weighs now
eight and a half pounds. Her height is
eighteen inches. She comes of a family of
six brothers and two sisters, m st of them
above the average in size. The one bro-
ther who accompanies her is unusually
large, and one ot his shoes is large euough
tor the little mite to sit in. 3
She is ususally good natured, and does
not in the least object to being dandled by
any sceptic who cannot quite believe that
a young lady old enough to ‘“‘come out”
ean really be lifted as easily asa loaf of
bread. Her brother, who assists her at
her public entertainments, carries her
easily upon his outstrecthed hand, and she
is so elastic that when she is swung like a
spider at the end of a filmy cable to the
top of a table nearly twice her height from
the floor she hops down again like a grass-
hopper to the floor with very apparent ease.
Her eyes are grey and bright, and her
aquiline nose quite prominent. Her whole
face is full of intelligence and a certain
character, which show that ia years and
thought she is a young woman, though her
gtature 18 so almost incomprehensibly
small. ;
1 can speak Dautch, French, (ierman
and a little bit of English,” she said. *‘I
have been all over Europe in the last four-
teen years, but thisis my first visit to
America. On the way across the ocean I
was very sick the first few days, but enjoy-
¢d the rest of the trip very much-”

stairway, wp which only one: ‘person at the

girls for a chorus in a big production. On

rings and bracelets were given her, and
added, with just a suspicion ot girlish
boastfulness, ‘‘They are all from my sweet-
hearts, 100.
a little sigh of renunciation—‘'toe big for | ,

not that he is in his third and last term, | me.”

Reterring to the jewelry which she wore, | |
she named the various cities in which the

But they are all big"—with

She did not know much, she said, about

them—I give you my word—were decrepit.

and then I said to them:
think themselves young and pretty step

forward.’ the
ones came forward more enthusiastically
than the others, but there was only one—

She was very nice looking, and my curi-
osity was piqued.

not narrowly puritanical, but wholesomely
moral and decent. The victory is primar-
ily that of women. In the New York
election case the women played an unpre-
cedently active part. Up in Scotland a
contest ot a different character has been
fought out. For a long time the Scotch
women have been trying to get privileges
of medical education and training equ.Fto
those allowed to men. A woman physi-
cian, namely, Dr. Jex. Blake, began the
eampaign as far back as 1869, when she acd
others matriculated as medical students at
the University ot Edinburgh, but were after-
ward torbidden to complete their studies
and to take the usual degrees. It has been
am uphill fight for just twenty-five years,
and at last Dr. Jex Blake and her fricnds
have won. Woman henceforth may study
medicine in the Scotch universities and take
degrees as well as men. In the political
sphere the most noteworthy event has
been the large and interesting participation
of women in the Colorado election, both as
voters and candidates. In New Zealand
the women vote, but are excluded from the
colonial legislature. Itis believed that
Colorado’s position as to the eligibilitv of
women for office will help the New Zea-
land women to gain that point also. In
New South Wales the two great opposing
political leaders, Sir Henry Parkes and Sir
George Dibbs, have both declared them-
selves in favor of woman sufferage, and
the legislature has passed a resolution
supporting their view by a vesy large ma-
jority. This means of course that within
a short space of time the innovation will
bave been brought into praetical effect.

WELLINGTON’S FUNERAL.

Compare it With the Funeral of Sir John
Thompson.

In the tuneral procession of the Duke of
Wellington twelve horses drew the car;
these were covered from eyes to fetlocks
in bousings of black velvet, with black
ostrich plumes upon their heads.  The
Duke’s funeral was modelled upon the pre-
cedent of that of John Monk, first Dnke
of Abermarle, the only
pings of the horses being that the animals
were only plumed on the head, instead ot
carrying a second plume on the crupper,
which, as the tail was hidden by the
velvet clothing, had rather a ludicrous ap-
pearance. But in the funeral of the Duke
ol Abermarle led horses formed an impor-
tant part of the procession.

““Mourning horses” as they are called,
draped in black cloth and plumed, were
distributed at intervals in® the cortage.
The *‘chief mourning horse” followed the
Standard of England. The funeral car
was also followed by a cream colored
“horse of honor” with crimson capari-
sons, in the Duke of Wellington’s funeral
procession. The only led horse was his
charger, not ‘‘Copenhagen,” but the

t
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ing in his last years. Yet the riderless

steed, pacing behind his master’s bier, g
awakened the emotions ot the gazing thou- | |
sands with an appeal more potent and |
direct than that of all the accumulated | g
pomp which preceded it. .

She Knew She was.

I advertised a short time ago,” said a
comi¢ opera manager, ‘‘for fiitty pretty

the morning set aside for their reception I
found a mob of about 500 women await- | g
ing me. Some ofthem must have been
verging on the sixties, and one or two of | t}

had them marshaled in upon the stage,
‘Let those who

There was a rush, the ag-d

j1st before stepping into bed.

festivities in the country.

going g away to weep when he was u stly
assailed m’ﬁde p:%y reading, bu‘:j‘u the
dramaticeffect is gained by sacrificing the
truth that the late Premier wasa strong
man.

New Year’s Oakes,

In county Antrim in Ireland among the
Scotch-Irish oaten bannocks, with a hole
in the middle, like our doughnuts, are
specially baked for gift cakes. In other
Irish counties a cake 1s thrown outside th+
door on New Year’s eve ‘‘to keep out
hunger” the ensuing year.

In the Isle of Man a curious belief and
custom existed till the middle of this cen-
tury. Ian each home the house-wife
smoothed the ashes over the kitchen floor
If there
were found in the morning on the surface
of the ashes anything resembling the print
that pointed towards the door, it indizated
a death in tbe family within the year. But
if the heel of the footprint were toward the
door it was a sure proof that the tamily
would be increased.

New Year's in Scotland,

North of the Tweed the most popular
holiday is emphatically New Year's day.
The religious history of Scotland is self-
explanatory of the decline of Christmas
However, as it
is said there are more Scotchmen in Lon-

don than the whole pupulation of Edin-
burgh numbers, they in some measure
make up for the neglect of the world’s
greatest day in their native land.
early Scotch reformers were entirely suc-
cessful in their declared intention of put-
ting an end to the ‘‘heathenish” obser-
vances of Christmas day in common with
several other days which their zeal frowned
upon.
example of the results of this movement,
which was not confined to the Scotch re-
formers alone. But, then, Scotchmen never
do things by halves.

The

Scotland is the wost conspicuous

They Held On.
The first experience of riding in a rail-

way train is undoubtedly very exciting to
change of trap- | the person himself, and sometimes the no-
vice affords amusement to his fellow pass-
engers.
following anecdote :

A correspondent sends us the

I was on a western train when we stopp-

ed at a small station where two yonng

ellows entered and took seats near me.

They were unaccustomed to railway travel,
and were constantly on watch for some ac-
cident. Every few minutes they would raise
the window and look out. Presently, as the
train came around a curve, one of them

aw a fence which he seemed to suppose
rossed the track. Jerking his head in,
e said ia a frightened tone loud enough

to be heard by every one in the car:

*‘Hold on tight, Bill, she’s goin® to jump
fence.’

The Cost ot Cars,

An ordinary flat car costs to build about

animal which he was in the habit of rid- $380; a flat bottom ~oal car costs $475: a

ondola drop bottom coal car, $525; a
ouble bottom hopper coke car, $540; a
ox car, $600; a stock car, $550; a ven-
lated fruit car, $70;0 a refrigerator car,
800 ; a four wheeled caboose. $550, and

an eight-wheeled caboose, £700; a fifty-
ey foot mail and baggage car, $3,500 ; a second
class passenger coach, £4,800 ; a first-class
coach, 85.500; and a first-class Pullman
car costs $15,000.

I know it seems wonderful to say that my
*holars write 100 words a minute in short-

hand in 2 to 3 months while schools using

1e Pitman or other difficult systems sel-

dom do thisin less than 6 to 8 months.

We have a new and easy system taught

by mail or personally.
SxeLL’s Business CoLLEGE, Truro, N. S.

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

very young one—who remained behind.

‘Why,” I asked ber,

her brother and sister eat.
ed that she also ate about as much, and in-

the woman suﬁraFe question in America, or
about the possibility ot women in mumnici-
but was
eartily in favor of women voting and shar-
ing equally the political advantages of men.
Her diet, she says, is not restricted in
any way, and she eats with relish anything
Her sister add-

sisted always upon having everything in a
gastronomic line which pleased her fancy.
Her little dressing room at Proctor’s is
draped, walls and c iling, with pink, over
which is hung madras, and the little dress-
ing table is decorated in the same way.
The drawers of the dressing case ate filled
with a wardrobe which might easily fit some
New York maiden’s middle-sized doll.
The tiny shoes, in satin and leather. are
not more than two inches long, and the
Dent gloves, with two big buttons, for
street wear. would scarcely hold a kitten's
paw. Miniature skirts, the length of &
finger, with voluminous rufifles of lace, and
dainty bits ot underwe ar that would delight
the heart of any juvenile mamma, bubble
out of these drawers, while the tiny pink
silk dress, with its black lace ruffles and
train, looks like nothing but a microscoplc
caricature of an evening Jress.

THE AGE OF WOMAN.

How She Fought Her Way into the Scotch
Medical College,

The influence of women in matters of a
public character hus been exerted with un-
usual force and effect during the past few
weeks, in various parts of the world. The
great metropolis ot London has perhaps
only once before in 1ts history been stirred
up by a moral contest as it was last month
by the fight between the London County
Council and the Empire Music Hall over
the question of a relicensing of that notor-
ious institution. The lead against the
Empire was taken by Mrs.Ormiston Chant,
who boldly proved the scandalously disre-
putable character of the place. The
County Council sustained her position by
a vote of seventy-five to thirty-two.
The Empire is an enormously rich estab-
lishment, which has been paying dividends
of seventy per cent., and which has been
backed by one or two of the greatest news

papers of London. The contest meant a
great deal, because the Empire was con-
sidered as the strongest representative of a
class. The victory over that fashionable
bnt immoral resort means a futnre policy

she replied, with a toss of her head, ‘you
addressed those who
pretty.
know I am.” That young lady is now
playing a leading role in a comic opera
not tar from New York.”

St. Sylvester's day.
occasion for the children, for upon that
feast youngsters ot the the more diminu-
tive stamp plot and scheme to abduct and
place under lock aud key some male mem-
ber of the family. Thetather ot the house, L g
the jolly uncle or big brother is success- | ’% Py ECCe™) oo blying to L. G HOL ER & CO..

Mill street, St. J og

‘Uh,’

Announcements under this heading not exceedgg

five lines (about 356 words) cost 26 cents e
ig:ertion. Five cents extra for every additional
line.

‘do you keep in the background

think themselves
I don’t think Iam pretty. I

The Flemish New Year's Eve.

The Flemish New year's eve is called
It isa memorable

Mex orWo-
WA"TED HELP MENin every
locality (local or traveling) to introduce
a new discovery and keep our show
cards tacked upon trees, fencesand
brldges throughout town and country.
Steady employment. Commission or
salary $65.00 per monthand expen= §
scs, and money depositedin any bank
when started. For particulars, write
World Medical E'ectric Co.,
London, Ont., Can.

OO 4.« ~ 4008080800000 ECTSOSOSOS0SCEO8080

fuily trapped, and ouce in custody the

FOR SAL

Cylinders, 5x8¢x1024x102£x12 inch stroke; guaran-
teed in thorough repair. b

copper condensing pipes belonging to same can also
be purchased if desired. Low price toquick b

A 100 HORSE POWER triple
E| expansion Marine Engine,

Shaft, propeller and

n, N. B. 12-15- tf.

young rascals have great fun negotiatiug
for his ransom. No brigands could be
more astute. The parleying is conducted
through the keyhole, one delegate usually

Book Agents Wanted ..roughout
Canada to sell three Standard Muslc Books;
large profits for agents. For particulars apply to
A. W. Croil, 12 and 14 Adelaide St. W., Toronto.

stipuiating the conditions of release on bc-
half of all. Finally each one is satisfied,
and pretending to be seriously angry, an1
with the air of a man who has been put

AS YEARS GO BY

wore clearly the merit of Short’s Dysgepticure."
For dyspepsia, indigestion, hea&lache. )

2 tipation, ete., its curative effects are magical.
upon b, robbers, the emancipated elder ;‘;‘;"sg’;n.s V. Dyspepticare.”

the public is real-
izing more and

iliousness,

pays up.
An Armenican New Year’s Day.

In Armema upon New Year's day the
maidens make definite choree of their lovers | G

ONE MILLIO

We will send you
eight inch imported, stamped cloth dolls. Address:

CUSTOMERS wa . ...
our beautiful do\. paices.
ost free, for only 25 cents, 6

orbell Ar. Stare, 207 Union Street, St. Jolh{l,lyitB.

in a somewhat original fashion, At day-
break every ‘ marriageable” kneads a cake
of maize, and having donncd her finest raim-
cnt she mounts the terrace of her home,
where, atter placing the cake well in sight,

she watches and listens from behind the | ¥

today.

Send us your address
and we will show you
how to make #3 a day; absolutel

sure;we furnishthe work and teach you free; you wor
in the locality where you live. Send us your address and

we will explain the business fully; remember we guarantee a clear

fit of $3 for every day’s work;absolutely sure; don’t fail to write
- g l;l’(i!l AL glLVBBWA“ C0., Box |8 Windsor, Ont,

chimney. By and bye along comes a jack-
daw in search ot tood. As the bird woops
off with the cake in ite beak the American
girl emerges and tollows its flight with
anxious eyes, Upon whatever neighbor-
ing roof the jackdaw settles to eujoy its
meal, in that house dwells the young man
who is destined to make the maiden happy,

&=
.@,No 600D HOUSEKEEPER

will be without one of our
ent Raisin Seeders. Seeds a pound
of Raisins in less th n 10 minutes.

Wonderiul seller and money maker for Agents from
pow till after Christmas. Sample sent by mail,

16cts.; 2
Albert O Specialty Co.,64 Bleecker St.,Toronto, Ont

for 25cts. Terms and Circulars free.

but if the bird flies away beyond her sight | §
she abandons all hope, at least for that .

year. o

~Too Strong To Worry.

per dozen.
ephone 460.

f CASTILE SOAP—Lately re-
V!Ral"" ceived four cases of this cele.
rated soap. Unsurpassed for the nursery, toilet,
nd bath; excellent for the teeth, 5c. per cake, £0c.
SHORT'S PHARMASY, Jeftrys Hill. Tel-

Gentlemen who were urjust to Sir John
Thompson in his litetime will not be over-
come by remorse when they read absurd
stories asserting that his death was hastened

GOODS. Do gou want ANYTHING in
nu BBER Rubber goods? It so send to us, us we
supply EVERYTHING known to the trade.

for quotations and
Rusger Co., SrT.

Please ask
ou will save money. STANDARD
OHN.

by pain and uneasiness caused through at-
tacks directed agaiost his change in the
expression of bis religious faith. Sir John
Thompson was sensible and not sensitive.
He was himself the harshest judge of his
own actions. If he could please himself he
was content, and the disapproval of l.ns
own conscience would drowa the plaudits
of hundred of admiring voices. Narratives
which credit Sir John Thompson with

trance to the castle 1s a V-shaped narrow

AMATEU

PHOTOGRAPHERS. Printing
and general finis for amateurs.
pers, Toning and fixing solutions for sale.

LuerIN Proro StUDIO, 38 Charlotte St., St. John,
N.B. ii 9 tt

at Rothesay for sale or to rent
RESIDENCE o i Snmms sog,” i

y

erty about one .n:'z half miles from Rothesay Sta

2:5- Rent reasonable. Apply to H. 6. Fene

Baz=:ster-at-Law, Pugsley B

and within minutes walk of the Kennebe

ding

$

'Saves Time,

Filing

9

Saves Money.

ADOPT THE

“Shannon”  System

-OF-

Your

Business Papers. ¢

iplst, heapest and Best

Letter Cabinet in Use.

o000
MADE

BY

Office Specialty M'fg. Co.

118 Bav St., Toronto, Ont.

We have an immense stock of

S.ver Plated Ware, Table Cutlery,

Solid Silver Coods

from the best English, American and Canadian

makers, which we shall be pleased to show to everyone.

W. H. THORNE & CO.,"7"

OV PP P MNP P PR R PO

GAIN @SOUNTER

FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.

Our Annual Sale of Kitchen Furnlah!né Goeds is now going on.
0

We have opened a Special Department C
are offering Exceptional Bargains in all lines.

unter, ranging from 5c¢. up, and

Here you will find all the Latest Novelties in the Housexeepers’ Depart-

ment and all at the right prices.

Don’t fail to see us again this year it you requlre anything in our line.

CmerdarcFuittor

A

Skates.

T. MAVITY & SONS,

3

R
cme Pattern,

Framers, Sleigh Bells, &c

The most and best
self-fastening

Skates.

i

Skate Made.

Long Reach Skates, Hockey Sticks, Hockey Pucks, Sleds and
Send for Prices.

- S8T. JOHN, N. B.
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