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THE WOMAN'S SIDE OF IT. 
“ASTRAS” REPLY TO REV. R. F. DIX- 

ON’S ARIICLE, 

A Point Which She Claimed Mr, Dixon Over- 

looked —*Sober.Visaged Maldens"—Who 

Must be ¥Fed—Room in One Branch of 

Distinctively Feminine Work. 

I have just finished reading the very ex- 
haustive and thoughtful article on “The 
Work of Womankind,” which Rev. R. F. 
Dixon, of Halifax. published in last Satur- 
day’s Progress, and while no one could 

fail to be impressed with the logical, tem- 
perate and comprehensive manner in which 
he presents his arguments, and the careful 
analysis of cause and effect by which he 

reaches his conclusions, I cannot help 
thinking he has overlooked one very im- 

portant aspect of the subject. 
Throughout his entire article Mr. Dixon 

seems to base bis arguments upon the as- 
sumption that the women who are taking 
men’s places in the various occupations 
which were formerly open to men alone, 
and elbowing men out of positions which 

should rightfully belong to the other sex, 
do so of their own free will, and merely 
becavse of a stubborn determination to ob- 

tain their rights at any risk. He speaks 
of the difficulty of young men obtaining 

positions in the world and the miserable 
wages received by them, being due to 
the *‘cut-throat unscrupulous competition 
of young women,” and the habit of our 
sex in underbidding men in the matter of 

wages—performing the same work for 
much less pay. While Mr. Dixon does 
not speak in any sense disrespectfully or 
unkindly of the women workers, he seems 

to quite lose sight of the motive which 

drives so many of us out into the world, to 

work for our living at anything, at every- 

thing which may offer, and for which we 

have the slightest aptitude,—the motive of 
dire necessity ! I speak from the worker’s 

standpoint, as one who must needs werk if 

she would eat, and whose selection of a 

profession was as much a matter of choice, 

as of chance; so I have a very deep re-_ 

Spect for the influence of the stern 
«¢ mother of invention” who often has such 
a hand in the moulding of our destinies. 
Mr. Dixon speaks of the *‘absurd and 
saddening sight” of hundreds of unem- 
ployed young men lounging at street 

corners, and in public parks, passed by 

sober visaged business preoccupied young 
hy ane 3 to offiées and count- 
ing houses; but still he does not séem 

to take into account the fact that the 
competiti~n which has made such a state of 

affairs possible, is not the fault of the girls, 

but rather of the employers! Are we to 
blame because the merchant pays a woman 
just one-half as much wages as he would 

give a man for performing the same work? 
And is it our fault that the corporation pays 
the male teacher in the public schools $600 
a year for teaching one grade, and the fe 
male teacher who has charge of a higher 
grade, $240? I do not think so! The 

man will not work for starvation wages, 

but the woman has no choice, she must 
earn her living, so she is forced to take 

what she can get, to accept anything; and 
therefore the *‘underbidding” to which Mr. 

Dixon refers is not her doing in any sense, 
but rather the result of man’s oppression 
of the weaker sex, and a proof that he is 
still supreme in the world, and rules with a 
rod of iron. 
No one could condemn more bitterly 

than I do, the well to-do-woman who has 
no need of adopting any business or pro- 
fession and yet who qualifies herself tor 

law, medicine, or teaching, merely for the 

the sake of securing what she calls her 

rights oblivious of the fact that she is there- 
oy robbing some deserving man of: the 

means of earing a livelihood. But still I 
do not believe for a moment that many 
women deliberately turn aside from the oc- 

cupations which are best suited to their sex 
in order to enter into others which were for- 

mally considered exclusively masculine em- 

ployments. I think it is only when. they find 
so many branches of women's work ovepy 
stocked, that they turn to more laborioys | 

occupations, and are thankful for the A 

compelled to look after them, and a grate- 

ful public is scarcely likely to see that they 
want for nothing Surely Mr. Dixon can 
scarcely have avoided meeting with scores 

of cases where the incapacity of those who 
should be bread winners, has forced 

the women of the family 0 take 
the burden on their shoulders and face the 
world alone, and battle for themselves and 
their loved ones? He must know scores 

of husbands and fathers who have utterly 
failed to provide for their families, and fin- 

ally dropped out of the race content that 
their feminine ‘‘belongings” should con- 
tinue the struggle ? And yet he speaks as 

if the life of incessant toil to which too 
many of us are condemned, were a matter 
of choice, instead of necessity. Almost 

the only branch of distinctively feminine 
work which is not overcrowded is that of 
domestic service, and who would recom- 

mend a woman of refinement and education 

to choose the life of a kitchen drudge, a 

servant of all work ; or even that ot a cook, 
or housemaid in a well-to-do family, where 

no man servant was kept, and the duties 
of attending to the furnace, bringing up 

coals, and doiug the weekly washing, were 

divided between the two? 
Wealthy people who can afford to keep 

upper servants are few and far between in 
Canada and the life of the ordinary maid 
is by no means an easy one. As for the 
*‘lady help” experiment of which so much 

was expected, experience has proved 1t to 
be an utter tailure, both for mistress and 

maid. Therefore the great majority of 
working women are compelled to encroach 

upon man’s territory, and labor side by 

side with him. 
Mr. Dixon very wisely warns the women 

of the present generation that if they per- 
sist in their present course of engaging in 
strictly masculine occupations, the inevit- 
able result will be serious physical deteri- 
oration. We shall wear ou. our bloom 

in counting houses and offices, and become 
old women before our time. It is not 
worth our while, he tells us, to subject our- 

selves to such a strain for the sake of a 
paltry three or four dollars a week; but 
when that three or four dollars represents 
our entire living we scarcely stop to con- 
sider that the effort of earning it is causing 
us to tade before our time. As well to wear 

out, as to die of starvation, and that is the 
only choice left to many of us. 
As for the economic point of view which" 

Mr. Dixon also dwells upon, I scarcely 
see how that is very much affected by 
the fact that so many women are forced to 

earn their own livings, nor how they are 

depriving natural protectors of the means of 
doing likewise. If those women did not 
work, it follows that some one must sup- 
port them, and in relieving their natural 
protectors of the burden they are doing 

a praiseworthy act. 
Poor women who work, how many of you 

would not gladly give up the weapons you 
are supposed to have grasped so willingly, 
and stay at home idolized, looked up to, 

and reverenced, by some adoring male 

protector? Jt is so much easier and 
pleasanter to be a ‘better angel” than 
to work all day in an office, and being the 
keeper of a man’s conscience is much less 

hard work than keeping the books in some 
store ; but then if the man is not there to 
provide bread and butter, and an occas- 
ional joint of meat; or worse still if he 1s 
there and fails to provide it, the woman 
who bravely takes the responsibility upon 
her own shoulders can scarcely be said 

to unsex or degrade herself to the level 

of an apology for a man. Indeed she 

should be entitled to far more honor than 
if she sat idly down and waited for 
society at large to provide for her. 

Finally, if woman is never unsexed until 
honest faithful work unsexes her, [ do 

not think there is the least danger of her 
abdicating her throne,”and I feel certain 

that she will never lose the respect of any 
right thinking man, because circumstances 

have forced her to stand by his side in the 

battle of lite, and ‘share his hardships, as 
‘well a¥’his pleasures; jnstead of depending 
entirely upon him, ‘gid being a burden— 

dearly lo¥6d ahd prized, perhaps, but still a 
chance of doing man’s work for half his burden, which hie'is expected to carry un- 

pay. 
The truth of this may be found in the 

fact that the female supply of teachers, dry 
goods clerks and . typewriters far exceeds 
the demand, and that the books of all the 

large hospitals contain long lists of ap- 
plicants for every vacancy which occurs in 

the staff of pupil nurses. All these oc- 

cupations are arduous and confining, yet 
numbers of women are only too eager for 

an opportunity of engaging in them, but 

failing that opportunity they must seek 

some means of earning their bread, and 

they gladly accept whatever offers, no 

matter how hard it may be. 
Does Mr. Dixon take into consideration 

I wonder, that those poor ‘‘sober visaged 
maidens” he speaks of, must be fed, and 
that in mire cases out of ten they have 
nothing but their own exertions to depend 
upon for a living? Who will take care of 
them, it they stop their daily toil, and let 
some unemployed young men on the street 

corners take their places; no one will feel | 

tomplainingly, over rough places and 

smooth. 
Mr. Dixon has argued his case very 

cleverly and told many wholesome truths 

which it would be well for us to ponder over, 

but still granting that all he says is true, 

and a great social revolution the inevitable 

result of the competition between the 

sexes, does not that prove the world to be 

over-populated, and would not the seeming 

determination of the woman of today to 

choose a lite of solitary independence, 

rather than the responsibilities and cares of 

marriage, seem the readiest and best 
solution of the problem? ASTRA. 

Why the Aspen Quivers. 

It is said that the quivering of the aspen’s 
leaves is due to the tact of the leaf stalk - 

being flat on the sides, and so thin. about 

the middle that the slichtest breath of wind 
sets all the leaves wagging horizontally. 
A single leat plucked ofl and taken by the 
end ot the leat stalk between the thumb 
and forefinger admirably illustrates the 
peculiarity of the aspen. 

PAY JUDGES SALARIES. 
THIS I8 *“0. E. K'S” PLAN OF PRO- 

BATE COURT REFORM. 

Early History of Probate Courts—Judge 

Skinner's Idea—Several Causes Cited—The 

Isanc Wry Will Case How Many Judges 

Proceed “in the Usual Way’? 

The governor's speech delivered at the 

opening of the Legislature, which bas since 

been approved of by ‘the assembly,” prom- 

ises ‘‘probate court reform.” This was 

toreshadowed by the *‘bill” introduced last 

year, which it is said was not passed owing 

to the hostility ot the legal gentlemen in 

“the house,” sent by the people to aid in 

all necessary reforms. I am told that the 

“bill” to be introduced by the executive 

will go rather further than that of last ses- 

sion. As the writer has been advocating 

¢ probate reform,” both from the platform 

aad through the press, for nearly forty 

years, he believes that a repetition of some 

of his ideas and arguments will not be amiss 

now when some of the lay members of the 
legislature 1 may have to advocate in oppo- 

sition to the lawyers a reform they will not 

be as well posted up about as our legal 

lights.” My letter will be lengthy, and yet 

it will not cover all the ground the very 

important subject demands. I claim for 

myself entire credence, because I am a wit- 

ness giving testimony contrary to my own 

interest, and because all I say can be placed 

beyond doubt by the records of our prov- 

ince, 
Our probate courts demand our serious 

attention, becausé they are connected with 

the interest and welfare of everyone inter- 
ested in the estates of deceased persons. 

Interesting though it might be I will not 

go back into the distant pastand show how 

priests and lawyers contended for the con- 

trol of dead men’s estates, the priests claim- 

ing that they wanted it to secure the repose 

of the souls of the dead, the lawyers for the 

well being of the bodies of the living. In 

the end the lawyers, as they gener- 
ally do, came out on top, stole the practice 

in all the ecclesiastical courtsand the priests’ 

robes to cover up the theft. Your readers 

have seen a priest in his robes and a lawyer 
in his gown. Like the farmer's twin steers, 

“they looked so much like both he could 

not tell tother from which.” 

Our probate courts in New Brunswick, 

while the laws under which they have their 

jurisdiction have b.en frequently revised, 

are yet conspicuous for their imperfections, 

and thé practice in no two of them is ex- 

actly similar. In some of the counties 

the lawyers, with the approbation of the 

judges have pinned on to the courts rules and 

practice long since extinct in Great Britain, 

and not authorised by the statute and 

amendments to it of our Province. The 

late Judge Skinner in his Jecture on ‘‘Pro- 

bate” said, “The law as laid down in Eng- 

land in the Prerogative Courts, and the 

cases decided thereunder, give nearly all 

the law that is required. I will add ‘and a 

great deal more,” and when we have to 

look outside of the practice we will find 

all we want in the probate practice followed 

in that coun try.” 

All must admit that courts having juris- 

dicton over the estates and effects of de- 

ceased persons are appendges to our jur- 

isprudence that cannot be dispensed with, 

and that they should be made as perfect as 

legal institutions can be made. Those 
courts] are intrusted with the control of 

the management of property in which 

creditors are interested, and the correct- 

ness and honesty of the procedure in them 

should be above suspicion. 
The desire to accumulate property be- 

cause it is property is the attribute cf the 

miser, and is not as general as many sup- 

pose. Men accunulate property for a 

better purpose. Marriage places at the 

husband's side a being he is by the laws of 

God and man bound to protect and pro- 

vide for. The general consequences of 

marriage are children, and the respon« 

sibility for their maintenance and education 

rests upon the parents. The teaching of 

christianity is that **he who will not pro- 

vide for his own is worse than an infidel,” 

and the Author of our being has placed in 

every well constituted man a law that re- 

sponds to this teaching. The man or 

woman who has acquired property for such 

laudable reasons looks to the law of 

the land to secure it to them while they 

live, and to carry out their expressed 

or implied determination about it, after 

they die, and if the laws of a civilised state 

do not do this they are a mere mockery. 

There is another important consideration 

connected with the estates of dead mer. 

Men hold a part of their property as trus- 

tees for their creditors. While they live 

the law compels them to carry this trust in- 

to effect, and after they are dead should 

see that this trust in the hands of their 

legal representatives is as safe as it was in 

theirs. Your space will not permit me to 

thoroughly discuss this, but your readers 

will fully comprehend the importance of 

my conclusions. 

The jurisdiction of a probate court is to 

take proof of wills, grant letters testamen- 

| tary and of adminstration, appoint guard- 

widows, fatherless children, orphans, aud 
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WEAR 
LDREN iS now on. 

EVER HAS IT BEEN POSSIBL 
Prices of materials are at the lowest 

with which skilled labor turns out quantities of beautifully made garments, on the con- 

stantly improved electric power sewing machines, is the great factor which has cheap- 

to show such values in 

Cotton Underwear as in 

and the wonderful rapidity 

. =" ened the cost of production, and thus enables us to place a Ready-Made Garment 

beiore our patrons at the bare cost of materials. We are showing a magnificent range of 

Ladies’ Underskirts, from 35c. to $4.00, but particularize the illustration 

~~ AS BEING OF 

Exceptional 

Ladies Drawers, 23c. to $3.45. Chemise, 25¢. to $3.25. 

this sale), 45¢., 60c., 9oc., up to $6.25. Corset Covers : 

Full Size, 

‘= (ead Cotton, 

Yoke Band, 
10 TUCKED 

CAMERIC_FRILL. 

At 13C. 
With] Emktroidery; Frill at 9fc. 

Nightgowns (special prices for 
High, Round 

Low, Square and V Neck, 3oc. to $1.80. Sizes 32 to 44 inch Bust Measure. 

Her TD lerdson wllllion. som 
ians-for minors in certain cases, audit and 

pass the accounts of executors, adminis- 

teators and guardians, and grant licenses 

tor the sale of land to provide funds to pay 

debts of deceased debtors. All this dis- 

closes how important our probate courts 

are, and it does seem exceedingly strange 

that these Courts have attracted so little 

public attention. ~ : 

“The judges, registrars and proctors in 

those courts are paid by fees, taxed and 

allowed by the judge, who can order them 

to be paid “*out of the estate or otherwise.” 

Atter fifty years of careful observation I 

have not known an instance where if has 

been ‘‘otherwise.” I will now show you 

the beauties ot the tree by an exhibition of 

some of the fruits. 

In Nova Scotia they have the same 

system of paying judges of probates by 

fees as in New Brunswick, and the celeb- 

rated Gramel will case will tully disclose 

the position in which a judge may be 

placed. The testator, a highly respectable 

and intelligent gentleman, late in hfe 

married a lady in every respect his equal. 

After living very bappily with him for 

many years he died childless, after willing 

her the most of his property. She enter- 

ed on the estate after obtaining probate 

of the will. Afterwards a paper was 

produced to the court which it was claim- 

ed was the last will of the deceased, and 

after a lengthy contest the probate of the 

will was revoked and the last paper 

admitted to probate as the last will. The 

‘decision of the judge of probate was after- 

wards quashed by the Supreme Court of 

Nova Scotia, which by its judgment on 

appeal virtually decided that the paper 

allowed as a last will was a forgery and the 

testimony on which it was allowed was per- 

jury. I have to solve the problem, 

what could have induced the judge with 

the evidence taken by him to allow the 

forged will? Had he decided the will was 

a piece of forgery and the evidence per- 

jury lie would not have been in a position 

to make the estate pay the costs of the 

contest, and I sm intormed that the per- 

sons who produced the papers could not 

have responded if they had been ordered 

to pay the the costs. The judge would 

have lost bis perquisites, and the legal 

gentlemen who brought the rich grist to 

his mill theirs. Do you think that a judge 

should be ever placed in such a predica- 

ment ? The temptation is too much for an 

ordinary mortal, and while our probate 

judges are paid by fees, similar cases may 

occur. 

I will cite a few out of the many causes, 

differing but little trom one another, that 

have been in the Westmorland probate 

court. In the Purington will case the 

principal legatee paid some thousand dollars 

to buy off the contestants, as her counsel 

decided that that was the cheapest way to 

get out of the toils. The will was the exact 

counterpart of one made many years be- 

fore. A nephew of the deceased who lived 

in the United States had long previous to 

his uncle's death threatened that if he did 

not leave his property to him there would 

be trouble. The lady to whom the bulk 

of the estate was left was an adopted daugh- 

ter. By proper advice she paid a large 
amount to keep the estate from being 
wrecked in the probate court. The Isaac 
Wry will case was a still harder one. The 
testator six vears before his death got a 
neighbor, a caretul business man, to write 

his will. The will was duly proved and let- 

ters issued to the executor. A son who had 

been amply provided for in his father’s lite- 

time was dissatisfied, First he attempted to 
“blackmail” the widow, sending an agent 
trom Patterson, New Jersey, where he re- 

sided, to demand a certain amount, the de- 

mand to be accompanied with a threat that 
it it was not complied with the will would 

be attacked. ‘The widow refused, and was 
dragged into the probate court. After a 
large part of the estate had been eaten up 
in costs, which the judge, ‘proceeding in the 
usual way,” decided should be ‘paid out 

of the estate.” The will was decreed **proved 
in solemn form,” and the expensive farce 
terminated. The widow and her fatherless 
infant children wcre nearly beggared and 
the step-son had his revenge. While I 

have been intimately connected with a pro- 

bate court for nearly fifteen years, and 
know sowething about the history of other 
probate courts, I have to admit that I have 

never known a case where a will was put 

in contest on good grounds, or where one 

was set aside, or where the person or per- 

sons who sought to have the will declared 

bad, had to pay any of the costs no matter 
what the grounds disclosed might be. 

I will not pass to other proceedings 
in the Westmorland Probate Court, and 
here pause to say that I do not want to be 

understood that the judges, registrars and 

proctors in the Westmorland Probate 
court have been *‘sinners above all sinners.” 

The estate ot Robson M. Dixon was in- 

ventoried over $13,000, aud not one cent 

of it reached the orphan son or the 

creditors. The estate was kept in the 

Probate Court rather long and the finale 

was there was only enough left to pay two 

thirds of the taxed costs. In that it out- 

rivaled the celebrated ¢‘Bleax House” 

case. This reminds me of a case over the 

line. The judge was a rare exception. 

The heirs were fighting over an estate 

when one proposed a compromise. The 

others seemed disiclined to accept. The 

judge, seeing this, turned to the objecting 

parties,and said, y‘Gentlemen. if you don’t 

settle I shall proceed in the usual way and 

divide the estate among the lawyers.” 

How many judges in our Province have 

proceeded ‘‘in the usual way?” 

In conclusion I return to my first con- 

clusion that all the wrongs done in our 

probate courts are the results of paying 

their judges by fees, and the remedy is, 

pay them salaries. C. E. K. 

Dorchester, February 5th, 1895. 

Fashion’s Ald. 

Mrs. Rastus—*How in de world did ye 

manage to smuggle dat great big turkey 

fru de streets widout being diskivered?” 

Mr. Rastus—‘ Bress yer heart, honey; 

dere am a Providence in all tings; 1 foun’ 

one ob dem new fashion, long-tail ovah- 

coats a-hangin’ on a line, dat somebody 

lefc out to air, an’ de gobbler fit under it 

jes' like as it't was made a purpose for him.” 

A WELL-KNOWN CANADIAN 

HOW IT IS DONE. 
«¢I don't see how Mrs. Brown does it,” 

remarked Mrs. Smith to her friend. “*I'm 
sure my husband makes more money than 
Mr. Brown, who is only a clerk, and yet 

that woman dresses better and has more _ 

clothes than I could begin to think of 

buying.” 
* . * » * * « x 

Now, Mrs. S., we'll tell you how it's 

done. Whenever Mrs. Bs clothes get a 
little worn, she don’t rush into a dry goods 
store and buy new material, but neither 

does she want to appear shabby. So she 

sends the dress to UNGAR’S and has it 

dyed some pretty shade.” And with a little 

alteration, behold, ‘‘Another new dress,” 

as you remarked. 
Why not do likewise ? 

St. John, N. B., Halifax, N. S. 

WE PAY EXPRESSAGE ONE WAY. 

FORTIFY 
YOUR SYSTEM 

PNEUMONIA 
= LA GRIPPE 

by using 

ROYAL 
EMULSION 

For Chest, Lung and Bronchial 
Troubles it has never been 
equalled. - 

PHYS- 
ICIAN STATES: 

I cheertully recommend the Royal 
Emulsion ; I have suffered from a yearly 
attack of Bronchitis but this year, for the 
first time, I have escaped.and I attribute it 
to the use of ROYAL EMULISON. 

Sold by all Druggists, 50c. and $1.00. 

Wallace Dawson, CHLenLLsT 

A Word in Your Ear, 
Madam ! 

Are you not feeling as well as usual this 
year? Is that tired, run-down feeling get- 
ting the upper hand ? Do you sometimes 
feel nervous enough to fly ? Are you some 
times even cross with the children ? not te 
mention that poor. patient husband of yours? 

Get a half Dozen Boities 
Jeo | We 

PUTTNERS EMULSION, 
take it freely, and sce what a charm will 
come over your existence. 
Read this to your husband THIS evening, 

and he will briing you the medicine when 
he returns from the club. It is pleasant 
and safe to take. Six bottles for $2.50. 

p
—
—
—
 

o
m
a
 

m
a
t
e
s
 

% 
. 

St
 

i 
T
a
d
 

Y
o
 e
 
P
E
R
 

a
e
 

p
o
r
 


