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ANOTHER MISSING MAN.

NO CLUE A8 TO WHATHAS BECOME
OF WILLIAM COOK.

He Digappeared Five Weeksago and Since
Then Not a Trace of Him has Been Found
—The Peculiar Circumstances Uusder
Which He Left His Home.

William Cock has been missing from his
home since the afternoon of Monday, the
16.h of September, and there is not the
slightest trace of his whereabouts, or any-
thing to show whether he is alive or dead.
One reason why nothing more definite is
known about him appears to be that no
determined effort has been made, nor have
the facts attending his disappearance been
givan sufficient publicity in the caily papers.
They bave merely noted the tact that he is
missing and there the matter has ended.

Cook was a man very well known to
many of the citizens. He came to Canada
from England about twenty years ago, and
after holding one or two situations in priv-
ate employ, one as coachman with an Onta-
rio judge and another with Sir Charles
Tupper, he came to St. John shortly after
the fire of 1877, and a little later became
sexton of the Stone chaurch. For nearly
eighteen years he held this position resign-
ing in May last on account of tke extra
work imposed upon him, as he claimed,
by the pe¢rsonal errands of the rector.

During the month of June, Cook went
to England, where he had a brother em-
ployed in a gcverrment sitvatien and wko
was trying to secure for him a position
about to become vecant. When Cock
reached London, however, he found that a
knowledge of shorthand was essential in
the situation in question, and he accord-
ingly returned to St. John in the latter
part ot July orearly in August. From
that time forward he appeared to grow
moody and despondent, sitting around the
house and making no effortto find em-
ployment. Latterly he grew very irritable
and his manner toward his wife became
s> strange and sullen that she felt a good
deal of uneasiness about him. When she
sought to rouse bim from his apithy he
a1swered her gruflly and told her to let
him alone.

Mrs. Cock is an industrious woman, who
has worked at household duties for others
in the past, and did so for many years
after Cook became sexton. She hai saved
a little out of her [earnings, so that, even
though her husband was out of employ they
were uot in wane, and they had succeeded
in making a comfortatls home. Cook was
not in debt, and there was no reason why
he should seek to run away, if in ‘is right
mind.

M:s. Cook last saw her husband about
3 o’clock on the afternoon of September
16th. He was then[sitting in the kitchen.
She went into tke next room, and a caller
coming in, remained there for more than
an hoar, when ske went to the kitchen to
make preparations for her husband’s supper.
He had gone out, and this circumstance
surprised h«r a little, as he had been stick-
ing close to the house; for several wecks.
Shke prepared the supper as usual and wait-
ed for her husbaud, (but from that time
to this he has failed to appear.

Cook was seen by others that afternoon.
One peculiar act ot_his was in going to the
Stone church, taking some spoons and
torks which were in the unlocked vault and
returning them to a store from which they
had been borrowed on the cccasion of a
festival some time before. . The church at
this time was under repairs and the doors
were open, so that Cook evidently feared

_ tte things in the vault,might be disturbed

and wished to ratacn the articles he had
borrowed when he! was sexton. This
would seem to imply an intention of wind-
ing up his little affairs and going away.
There are, howaver, other circumstances
which rebut such a presumption.

He was next seen,later in the afternoon,
walking rapidly along the City Road, by a
woman who krew him well, and whom he
recognized as he passed. That was the
Y*st trace of him, and it he has been seen
voring the last five weeks the fact has not
transpired.

So far it would appzar to be a plain case
of a man deliberately walking away, but
either Cook had no such intention when
he left the house, or he was very much
out of his mind. He had no preparation
for travelling and took nothing with him
except the everyday clothes he wore,a
common black diagonal suit and no over-
coat. Usually a very particular man as to
his appearanbe in public, he dil not take
the trouble to change his much soiled shirt
before going out, and he wore the socks
he had had on his feet for a week. He
had about $15 in money in his pocket.

One remarkable circumstance which
would seem to show that he did not intend
to go away, is the fact that he left behind
him his pipe and a new piece of tobacco he
had bought only that day. It is quite true
a man might leave such things bebind if he
wanted to create the impression that some-
thing had befallen him, but it is very doubt-
ful if Cook reasoned out the matter to this
point, for his pipe, above all things,

would be a solace to him on his journey.
Besides. it he wanted to go away there was
no reason why he shouid not simply walk
off without striving to make bis wife worry
as to his fate.

It istrue, however, that once or twice
belore that tima, when urged by his wife to
seek work, he had rephed, I will go away
some day and you will have no more trouble
with me,” but she did not sttach any im-
portance to tke words at the time. It he
had so intended to go away, he would have
been at least likely to have changed his
clothes and t:ken some extras with him.

This is on the supposition that he was in
kis right mind. If he was insane and
wandered away, it is importart to know
what bhas become of him. In anyeventthe
question of his whereabouts is of a good
dez1 of importance to Mrs. Cook.

When he failed to return within a reason-
able time his wife notified the police, many
of whom knew bim very well. They sub-
sequently reported that they could find ro
trace of him at any place in the city where
he would be likely to resort, but as the
exhibition was begun by that time it would
not heve been difficult for bim to get out of
sight in the crowds were he so disposed,
The gateman at the union depct bas no rec-
ollection of seeing him board a train. It
would be quite possible for him to pass a-
mong the crowds at the station that week,

bowever, or he might have been on his way
to catch a train at Moospath when he was
seen walking along City Road.

Arart from such erquiry asis said to
have been made by policemen around the
city, no attempt has been made to find out
what has become of the missing man. He
may be alive and well, he way be alive and
insane, or he msy have died, either throvgh
foul play or accident. He was a member
of the St. George's fociety, but that body
does not appear to have been notified of
his disappearance, for not only has Mrs.
Cook heard notbing from them, but a
notice for him to attend a meeting was
sent to the house this week.

Nor do any of the congregation of the
S‘one church seem to have interested them-
selves in the matter. It s true Cook had
ceased to be the sexton, but having filled
the position for many years one would sup-
pose that some who had so long known h'm
would feel some interest in his fate, if not
in the welfare of the woman who has been
left for the last five weeks to her own poor
methods of trying to account for bher
strange and sudden loss. Cook, however,
was not a tavorite with many of the con-
gregation, for he was cranky at times and
had strong individual likes and dislikes.
He trequently came into collison with lead-
ing members of the vestry, and bau several
times offered to resign. The last time he
did so, he was taken at his word. His
particular reason was that, while the church
was under repairs, the rector utilized him
for carrying messages to various places and
running to the newspaper offices with
manuscript and proofs. He did not think
he was bound to act both as sexton and
private messenger.

The missing man was of regular habits,
and apart from the habit of disagreeing
with the church cfficials, made an excel-
lent sexton. He seemed to have found a
vocation that snited him, and it is quite
possible that the loss of his position did
much to cause him a temporary derange-
ment of mind.

One of Cook’s peculiarities was that he
never would consent to have a photograph
of himself taken, and this one va'uable aid
to his indentification, it he is alive, cannot
be obtained. Iie was & man of medium
height and weight, and though about 5v
years old looked much younger, bis hair
and whiskers being very daik.

While his disappearance immediatel
affects nobody but his wife, it would seem
that in justice to her some effort should be
made to find out what has become of him.

Possibly the St. G:orges Society, now
that its attention is called to the case, may
communicate with branches elsewhers in
re ard to the matter.

Adjourned Indigation Meeting.

The adjourned indignation meeting in
respect to the changos proposed for the
Victoria school, was nct a brilliant success
this week. Oaly three ladies attended and
waited in vain for a quorum. If any one
of the three had speeches prepared the
adjourned meecting must have been an in-
dignation one in earn. . The committee
recently appointed to disc °s the matter

with tne trustees will meet the Jutter next
Monday evenng, when tacts and ignres
will be presentad showing why it is expea.
ent that the proposed changes should be
made.

Snow, Followed by Cold,
Three inches of snow fell at Harvey,
York county, Tuesday night This gave
the opposition workers any amount of
chance to predict that the government
would be ‘‘snowed under” in York on
Wednesday. They were right, but as the
government carried every other contested
constituency that snowfall did not make
the next day any less a cold one for the
opposition squad ot Alfred Augustus and

his seven trusty men.
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ALONE IN THEIR GLORY-.

STOCKTON'S SEVEN MEN A GRAND
MORAL SPECTACLE.

The Opposition Likely to Feel Lonesome
In a House where Blalr Controls Four
Fifths of the Votes~The Spirit of the
Fight In St. John and Elsewhere,

The fight is over, and Mr. Blair goes
back to the legislature with a stronger
following than ever. His gcvernment has
37 and probably 38 men in a legislature of
46 members. This 18 a big enough
majority for all practicel purpeces and it
is 8 bigger one than most people supposed
ke woull get, though ProGress predicted
a majority of four-fifths, which is the actual
result as near as possikle.

Alfred Augustus Stockton is lead:r of
the forlorn bope of an opposition with a
double corporal’s guard to back bim up in
overthrowing the government and hurl-

ing Blair from power. Besides his
august se!f, be has three men
from St John and four from York. He has

some hope that Sumner of Westmorland is
also with|him, but this is by no means certain.
It is the sickest and saddest opposition that
ever set out to redeem a country that has
not atked to be redeemed, tor not only does
it lack in numbers, but the wiad is not
there to make auything like a decent brecz:
in the legislature. Besides the leaders, the
stock orators are our own and only Silas
Alward and Pernicious Pitts. They can
me ke noise enoug 1 intheir way, but 1t is
the kind of noise of which even their friends
aretired. Silas ceased to draw from
new fountains of inspiration a long time
ago, and Ditts is most amusing when he
trie- to be most serious.

Tke opposition has been put to rout in
every constituency except York and St.
John city. Bothot these were conceded
from the outset and the latter was given
without a contest. TLte city, in addition
to Alfred and Silas, has two very decent
representatives. Mr. Shaw is beyond re-
proach, so far, and Mr. Lockbart, judging
by his record as an alderman, will do no
harm and may be the means of doing some
good. One thing is certain he will not
tire the house by long speeches, but will
leave that task to his coll:agues, the law-
yers and to Pitts.

Since the last session the opposition has
lost its best men. Powell has found another
field, Atkinson is dead, and Phinney was
left on one field in Kent on election day,
while Perley ot Sunbury is also numbered
among those slain by th=z ballot. With
these men gone, leader Stockton must feel
lonesome. He would be a great deal more
comfortable if he had never declared him-
selt ‘‘agin tne government.”

The contest where it was most hot, was
not against the government or any prin-
ciple of government but against Andrew
G. Blair. It was largely a campaign of
persoral abuse, in which most of
the charges were so  manifestly
absurd as to defeat their own intent. St.
John and York would have voted against
Blair without any canvass against him by
the opposition, dut the majority in York
was swelled both by the domination of
capital over labor, the free use of money
and the appeal to the rabid fanaticism of
those classes of men who delght in the
stirring up of strife.

The election of 1890 was the beginning
of this most disreputable species of cam-
paign. In St. John the want of feeling
were engendered by the appointment of
Robert J. Ritchie to the position ot police
magistrate. It is true that many who then
voted against the goverment did so not on
account of tne appointment as much as in
indignation at what seemed the unjust dis-
placing of Magistrate Peters. The latter
satisfied themselves that there was no in-
justice done the latter individual, and many
who has opposed Blair in that fight are
now his supporters.
citizens, however, the case was different.
They were ainmated by a spirit of intoler-
ance and bigotry fanned by men whose
purposes were best served by creating and
perpetuating such a teeling. It has steadily
grown here, though Mr. Ritchie has long
been out of the issue, anl it would pro-
bably have been developed very plain-

ly this time had there been a con-
test. Then, united with this, is the
purely conservative opposition, which

jumped with joy at the recent mistaken
attempt of some misguided liberals to com-
mit political suicide by drawing dominion
party lices for the local election in St. John.

In York, the largely increased majorty
ag-inst the government shows that the
bigote” and strife which find their exempli-
ficavion in nersons like Pitts have grown
and are on th, increase. Were such a state
of affairs to be founiin other counties,
the country would be in a pretty sad state.

The great battle ground of election day
was in King's county, where a determined
effort was made to defeat the three govern-
ment candidates. The opposition used all
the strengthof the St. John conservative
macbine and tried to prejudice the tem-
perance people against the Blair ticket,
though the names of some of these men

With a large class of

|

who were advocates of prohibition in the
courty of Kings wculd read like a page
out of a comic almanac if used in con-
nection with a temperance mcvement in
St. John. They had money, of course,
and a good deal of it come from this city.
There was a big demand for dollar bils
on opposition cheques at some of the bar ks
the day before the electicn.

All this failed of its intended eflect, and
even the ¢lcquence ot Stockton and Alward
on their native heath was as much wasted
as it is likely to be in the next legislature.

Moses, when the light went out, is said
to bave been in the dark. That is where
lcader Stockton appears to have been from
first to Jast in the campaign. He did not
know where he was, but he has no doubt
on the subject now, for in a political sense
he 1s nowhere. Frum time to time, during
the campaign, bis supporters are said to
have sought to learn something from him
as to p'ans and prospects, only to be met
with er quiry of *“What do you bear ?” The
leader had no news to give. e was look-
ing for news, and when Wecnesday night
came he got 1t.

From the masterly inactivity shown by
Mcr. Stockton during the campaign and on
election day, it may be inferred that he has
some dark plot by which to winall the gov-
ernmert men over to his own tide wh:n
the house meets. He may be a strategist
of the first water, and rumor already has it
that the opposition will be able to carry a
want cf confidence resolution at an e:rly
day. It will be of want of confidence in
their leader and themselves.

HE LEFI TOWNHURRIEDLY.

D. L. Aspinwall sells His Business and For.
gets His Creditors,

D. L. Aspinwall, who, for a little more
than a year, has resided in this city and be-
come uite well-known in his own peculiar
way, has left the city and his, creditors.

He did not send out any particalar nc-
tice of the fact but in a quiet way negotiat-
ed the sale of his business and rext morn-
ing took the boat for Boston.

Aspinwall was an American, with tte
twang and shrewdness supposed to belong
to the typical Yankee. The quality ot
sharpness was so defined in him, that his
bonesty was always in danger and there
are :kose who think now that the usual
portion of that essential principle was
lacking in this particular individual.

Aspinwall’s business wzs that of convas-
sing and it is fair to bim to say that he was
successtul at that. IHe had a lingiuistic
partner in the person ct his son-in-law,
W. P. Mason, who worked with Lim
a; the caunvassing but whose business
aspirations went high:r than that and who
disliked the monotony incidental to inter-
viewing people continually on the same
subject. Yo Mason and Aspinwall went out
of the canvassing business in St. John
after makiug big money at it for three
montts. Mason became an advertisment
solicitor and was fairly successful at that.
He was engaged by two daily newspapers,
one afier the other but about exhibition
times his fervices were no longer required
and he went to Boston leaving a former
landlord and some friends in the lurch.

After Aspinwail was through with can-
vassing himself he went in the picture busi-
ness, the enlarging and framing of crayon
portraits. ProGress made a contract with
him to make crayon portraits for new sub-
scribere under a plan that was outlined at
the time. His agents were to be instructed
by him to do certain things under the con-
tract but he failed to carry out his end of
it and the contract was cancelled.

Aspinwall bought quite largely from
picture frame dealers in Upper Canada:
he brovght artists from Boston to do his
work and he employed agents to solicit
orders, but he acted so toward his artists
that they would not remain, his agents
could not obtain payments ifrom him and
his business did not prosper as it should
have.

He made his arrangements to sell out
very quietly and when he boarded the
steamer Wednesday morning carried some
hundreds of dollars with him.

One of his creditors was not satisfied to
to allow him to escape scot free and ar-
ranged matters so that when the boat ar-
rived in Boston Mr. Aspinwall was arrested
for the amount of a note due the day be-
fore he left. :

He left quite a number of local accounts
unpaid, even that of the poor woman who
did the washing for himse!f and family.

Another Disappearance,

One Mr. Bird, who bas been living in
Douglas avenue for the last two months,
disappeared mysteriously about a week
ago, leaving no clue to his whereabouts.
Bird came from Halifax and acted asan
agent for pianos organs and sewing ma-
chines. He brought with him a wite and
five children, who are left in very destitute
circumstances by his absenec. His wife
has no idea of what has happened to him,
as he said nothing to her about any in-
tention of leaving the city, but the sup-
position is that he is alive somewhere and
may be heard from in due time.

SEEKS AFTER DIVORCE.

HALIFAX PYOPLE INTERESTED IN
A RECENT SUIT.

The Parties Immediately in Evidence are
Well Known in That City—So are Some
Otherwlise Mixed up in the Case—~Why the
Action Has Been Brought,

Havirax, Oct. 17.—Judge Grabam was
in bis place «(n Wednesday as presiding
officer in the probate court. The case cf
most interest tefore him, because the par-
ties are so well known, was that of Congdon
versus Congdon.

Mrs. Congdon sucs for divorce from hcr
husband, Frank Congdor, a barrister of
this city. In her petition, filed with Re-
gistrar Barss, Mrs, Congdon states that
she was married on August 25 h, 1802, by
Rev E. M. Saunders, D. D. The couple
left soon alfter for Dcnver, Cul , where she
had been treated by her husband with
great cruelty., They remaived in Denver
fifteen months. The wite alleges in her
petition th.t her husband knocked her
down, grabbed her by the throat and al-
most choked ber. Il2 also neglected to
to provide her with proper clothing and
other necesserius of life. DBafore leaving
Denver, to return to Halifax, the wife al-
leges that her husband struck her across
the face with his hand and ir jured her lips,
leaving traces of the blow for seversl days.

The petition also statea that she haS
been residing with her parents since her
return to this city. Her husband has been
living at the Lorne house, where the peti-
tioner alleges he was unduly intimate with
the wife of a well-known sea captain sail-
ing out of this port. The date of these
occurences is given, the last time mention-
ed being in September. All the details of

| these charges are given with minuteness

and the petition makes a lengthy document.
The case was acjourned.

Mrs. Congdan was a widow when she
married her present husband. She belongs
to one of thz most estimable families in
Halitax. There is much sympathy tor ker
in this trouble.

CLOTHES BY LOTTERY,

The Experfence of a Halifax Man who Went
Into a Tallor’s Club.

havrax, Oct, 17,—Any young man
bereafter goes into a watch club or clothing
club will do so with his eyes open. Sti-
pendiary Ficlding has ruled that these are
lotteries and consequently illegal. The
case that brought this decision from his
honor was a suit between Frederick Murphy,
a tailor and Simon L.eBlanc who was one
of a clothing club organized by Murphy.
Thirty men were to pay Murpby one dol-
lar a week for thirty weiks. A suit of
clothes was to be drawn tor and won by

one of the club each week. One
member of the club was bound to
get his clothes for c¢ne dollar,

another for two, and so on to the thirtieth,
who would pay thirty dcllars for his
clothes. LeBlanc paid $21 and yet he was
without Lkis clothes. He became tired of it,
and stopped paying. Then bethinking him-
self of his lost ducats he wcnt to Murphy
with making a total of $£30, and
asked for bis suit. Murphy refused on
the ground thet LeBlanc had forte!ted
his rights by stopping at the end of the
sixteerth weck, and that he could nct
come in now with his $9 and expect cie-
dit for anything more than the bare £9.
LeBlanc brougktan action agamst Murphy
for value for his money paid in under the
club arrangement. The case was tried
before ¢tipendiary Fielding who ruled
that this (lub business was a lottery and
consequently illegal, and that LeDBlanc
could not recover the money which had
been paid into it. Judgement aciording-
ly wert to the defendant and the tailor was
happy.

The pointer is given for what it is worth
to club men of this kind.

DREW NO NARROW LINE.
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Prominent Presbyterians to the Front ata
Stone Church Lecture,

The Ycung Men's Association of the
Stone church has begun a winter course of
lectures, in the school room, the first of
which was delivered by the rector, Rev. J.
deSoyres, on Tuesday evening. His sub-
ject was his experience of a trip across the
continent, and it is needless to say he in-
terested all who heard him. A vote of
thanks was tendered him at the close, but
his fact is not mentioned by the daily
papers. The reason for the omission is
prooably that they received a synopsis of
the lecture in advance and did not send a
reportcr to learn what actually happened.

A vote of thanks on such occasions is
not unusual, but the intresting point about
this was that it not moved by any member
of the Young Men's Association nor by a
member of the congregation, nor even by a
churchman of any kind, but by a leading
presbyterion elder, and that it was also
seconded by a presbyterian. Sir Leonard
Tilly was 1 the chair. It will be rememb-
ered that objection was recently taken, by
Mr. Charles E Knapp, to Sir
Leonard being honored at a

baptist convention, and it must have
cheer« ! 'he « x-governor's heart to see the
sectarian line so totally swept away on this
occasion. As soon as the lecture was
finished, and before any ot the prominent
churchmen had a ckance to say a word,
| Judge Forbes, of St. Andrews church,
jumped up and paid a tribute to the
lecturer and moved a vote of thanks.
This was seconded by Mr. Magee, also of
St. Andrews church, and thus the Young
Men’s Association conveyed their thanks
to their rector wholly on the motion of the

two presbyterians,

It is little things like these that tend to
break down the sectarian barriers. It will
now be in order for two members of the
Stone church to attend the next function
at St. Andrews cburch, and reciprocate by

a friendly rivalry to get the floor and have
their say in advance of eny of the congre-
gation.

EOK SEVERAL THOUSAND.

Several Accommodating Gentlemen Will
Regret Mr. Clark's Departure,

The estimate of the amount ot Arthur
A. Clark’s financial transactions was a
good deal under the mark in ProGress
last week, as some of the heavy holders
of his accommodation paper bad not
“squealed” at the time of writing. It is
now understood that the amount cf paper
efloat will figure up well into the thou-
sands. One well known man who occas-
ionally obliges men for a consideration

is said to have discounted about
$2,000 worth of the paper. An-
other holds to the extent of about

£1,500 and there are others who are not
far bebind in the race. There are no
assets, some of the makers of the notes are
no good, and others have either put their
property out of the way or will contest
any ac'ions that may be brought agaicst
them.

One well known young man about town,
residing in the North End, went to Boston
last week and is likely to remain there for
a time. He is understood to have been a
good deal mixed vpin the no'e transactions
with Clark. They accommodated each
other.

Clark’s transactions eppear to have been
legitimate enough in their peculiar way, so
far asany regular system of kite flying with
accommodation paper may be considered
legitimate. He was an insurarce agent,
but did a very limited amount of business.
The notes which he got di:counted were
supposed to be givefdi to him by insured
persons in payment of premiums, but this
was a fiction which certainly did not de-
ceive some of the discounters. They knew
perfectly well that the notes were purely
accommodation paper, rep esenting noth-
ing but the wish to raise money for the
time being. They took them &t a big
shave, in small quantities at first, and then
they fcund they were
met renewed. For the last year
or so, Clarke had been following
this plan of raising morey, end the shavers
knew it. QOae of them was told, some
time ago, that Clar was not doing much
insurance business, but Lis reply was that
the notes bad been met so far, and that was
all he cared to know. The idea was proba-
bly to close down when matters began to
look £qually, but Clark wisely anticipated
the evil day by closing dewn first, and get-
ting out when he had loaded the discounters
with all tte paper they could stand. It was
like the case of the darkey who put medi-
cine in a tube to blow down a horse's throat.
He bad his mouth to the tube. ready to
blow, **but de Loss he coughed first.” Me.
Clark coighed first in this instance.

Noris it to be supposed the makers
of tbe notes were; such innocent
victime as many imagine. Itis out of the
question that &ll of them supposed they
were giving on'y one note and that the
subs¢ quent notes were merely for renewal.
Some may have thought this, tut others
were probably quite well aware of Clerk’s
method of raising tke wind, and were
sharers in the cash proceeds of the trans-
actions. It is eaid to be the common
course to give a divvy to the man who lends
his name on accommodation paper.

The gentlemen who discounted tlLe
notes were well aware that ¢ven a man in
business could not continue to stand the
heavy shaves, and that a man without busi-
ness must ere long come to the end of his
tether on accommodation paper. It was
merely a question of time, and they flat-
tered themselves they would make hay while
the sun shone and get it in before the rain
fel. It wesa game at which two were
playing, and Mr. Clark seems to have
come out a long way ahead.

in larger ones as
or

Her Definition ef It,

A little girl of six years was toiling labor-
iously through her next day's lesson one
evening this week and when she caue to
the word *‘summer” & lengthy paute was
made. ‘“*Well,” said her mother, who wish-
ed the little girl to find out for herself what
the word was, “ what do you call that time
of the year when the flowers are in bloom,
and the birds are singing?” *Holidays’
was the prompt and triumphant response
of the tiny student.




