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SIX BANDS IN HALIFAX.

I8 THOUGHT BY SOME TO
BE EQUAL TO SOUSA’S.

ONE

Still Better Bands Have Been There in the
Past—Some Points About the Diffsrent
Organizations and the Relative Merits of

Their Music.

Harirax June 27.—Halitax has long
had the reputation of being a musical city,
vocally and instrumentally, and her people
consider themselves good critics. Much of
this criticism, aud more of it than many
would admit. is not founded on a correct
knowiedge of what constitutes good music
but is prompted either by a desire to ap-
pear learned in this subject, or is the out-
come of that condition where ignorance
being bliss wisdom is tolly. The visit of
ot Sousa’s band set everybedy comparing
that organization with the King's band.
Before Sousa came there were many who
said his band would be found in no wise
superior to the band of the King’s Liver-
pool 1egiment.  Since Sousa’s departure
the number who held this view has diminish-
ed, but there are yet some who refuse to
put the King’s band in a second position
compared with Sousa’s. This comparison
makes a glance at all the musical bands of
this city not uninteresting.

Tkere are six full bands here—a pretty
good collection for a city the size of Halifax.
Our instrumentalists have an advantage in
this respect over most other places, because
here we have a band of the Dritish army
which attains a bigh degree ot perfection
and which serves as a model for others to
copy and emulate. Besides there are two
orchestras. Ilere are the names of the
bands in the order of merit:

King’s Liverpool band—50 instruments
—W. S. Saunders bandmaster.

66th. P. L. F. band—37 instruments—
R. Carleton bandmaster.

93rd. Halifax rifles—30 instruments—
H. Hanson, bandmaster.

Halifax garrison artillery—30 instru-
ments—W. Blackman, bandmaster.

St. Patrick’s band—45 instruments—J.
Hopewell, bandmaster.

St. Mary’s band—\. Delaney, band-
master.

The King's band is 2 good military baud
in itself or compared with its predecessors
in this garrison. DBut itis not equal to
some that have gone before it.
Rifles, the 87th or the 101st all were better
bands than the King's. The good bands
ot old times had an advantage not possess-
ed by the British bands of today. Now
the bandmaster is an enlisted soldier like
member of the band, ranking
but as a warrant

The 60th

any other
not as a commissioned
officer. The time was when the British re-
cimental bandmaster was a foreigner, and
the band committee could select the best
available man. Now the b°ndmaster en-
ists, he rises perhaps to be band sergeant,
he graduates in amusical college, and he
will no doubt be a thorough musician, but
the number from which the bandmaster can
be selected is necessarily limited. There
is only one regimental bandmaster in the
British army who ranks as a com-
missioned ofilcer—Dan. Godirey of the
Grenadier Guards. Dandmaster Saunders
is one of best British bandmasters, his bar d
is almost as good as the best we have bad
in this garrison and there is hardly room
for comparison between it and the other
bands in this city. They are, cof course,
nut .n the same class, By the way, though
a DBritish bandmaster is not an officer, in
nine cases out of ten he has.far more claim
to the title *‘gentleman” than three-fonrths
of thea silicers in the reniment.— That (us
is a fact very tew will deny.

The best of our local bands isthat of
the 6Gth Princess Louise Iusiliers. It did
not always hold this exalted position but
during the last two or th-ee years has
quickly come to the front. The offizers
of the G6th take a keen interest in their
band and they give its bandmaster and
members lots of encouragement in their
straggle for artistic preeminence. It is
saidithat the 66th is the only band with
which the King’s will amalgamate to play a
piece. The G6th band renders more diffi-
cult music than any of the others, and
gives it in good style. Bandmaster Carl-
ton is a good cornetist and an excellent
trambone player.

The band of the 63rd Rifles once was by
long odds our best local band, but its glory
has largely departed. The officers ot the
battalion seemed. to much inclined to let
the band look after itself, and the inevitable
consequence followed—deterioration. The
lack of harmony between the colonel and
other officers of the 63rd may have been
partially responsible tor the falling off in
the efficiency of the band. Yet the 6ird
band is poor only by comparison, for they
play nicely together, their music is sweet,
and always in good tune. Bandmaster
Hanson is young and euthusiastic and is &
good clarionet player.

The Halifax Garrison Artillery band is
fast growing in excellence. It improves
every time it is heard on the street. Band-
master Blackman was Mr. Hanson’s pre-

decessor 1n the 63rd and since his retire- '

A o ———————

with the H. G. A. The result of his work
is apparent in the increasing efficiency of
the band. It is less frequently heard than
the other bands but in future will be oftener
heard. This band's street marches are
good and are rendered in catchy style. If
Colonel Curren and his oflicers determine
that their band shall become the best in
Halifax there is good ground for predicting
that they will succeed for their determi-
nations are usually carried into « ff2ct.

St. Patrick’s is a society band, and is a
good musical organization. Randmaster
Hopewell is a throough musician and he
spends much of his leisure training the
band. St. Patrick’s takes the 101st. as its
grest example. Mr. Hopewell keeps ahead
in selecting new music. The latest thing
out is frequently first given to the public
by St. Patrick’s band. Theic military
character keeps the other bands, but witk-
out this aid St. Patrick’s fills a place in the
local musical world which it would be diffi-
cult otherwise to fill.

St. Mary’s band is another society bana,
conducted by W. Delaney. It makes no
pretentions to any great excellence.

The two orchestras are the academy of
music orchestra and the Orpheus club or-
chestra. The Orpheus numbers about 20.
Many of them are ladies, while most of the
male players are drafted fromthe King’s
band. They play a high class of music
and without them the Orpheus concerts
would be deprived of much of their charm
and excellence. But the Orphus or-
chestra, conducted by C. H. Porter, is not
a permanent organizition in the sense
that the academy players are. The
right musicians are the same year in and
year out. Conductor H. B. Hagarty, and
his men work well together. They give
frequent changes ot programme and are
constantly introducing new music. ~When
not engaged at the academy they put in
much time visiting our charitable institu-
tious giving free concerts for the benefit of
the inmates. These appearances are al-
ways welcome, Academy of
music orchestra is invariably cordially re-

in fact the

ceived whenever heard.
There is besides these a band in the

flagship crescent, which numbers only
instruments.
from taking engage-
does not hold in

but the

gome nine The rule pre-

cluding foreigners
ments as bandmasters

the navy as in the armny, navy

of the regiments. and on the other hand,
the bands in the French ships ot war are
usually superior.

THE NEW WOMAN IN COURT.

She Insists that Her Husband Shall do the
Family Washing and ironing.

The N. Y. Advertiser teils bhow Alex-
ander McIlwaine and his wite wer® before
the Yorkville police court, the other day.
She is good looking and muscular, while
he is small and possesses a high voice.

She had him arraigned on a warrant on
an aflidavit that he faled to contribute
anything to her support, got intoxicated
and ill treated her.

“Oh, why did I get married !” exclaimed
Mecllwaine in a sad tone, as he stood at the
bar listening to his wife's charges.

“It's too late to answer that question.”
rem irked the Judge. Continuing: **What
bave you to say to your wite's charges?”
¢ Just this, Your Honor,” he piped; *‘she
bad me arrested because I was man enough
to retuse to do the washing and irouing any
longer.”

**\What exclaimed the Justice, becoming
interested ; *‘you were asked to do the
washing "

“¢Asked, did you say?
much acquainted with my wite,” retorted
Mcllwaine, with a lugubrious face. “‘You
really ought to know Mrs. Mcllwaine.
She doesn’t ask, she commands, and backs
up her order with a horsewhip and—"

Mrs, Mecliwaine happened to make a
motion with her hands about her skirt just
then, and he bounded out of reach. Re-
assured by the Justice that he was per-
tectly safe from being horsewhipped in his
presence. Mecllwaine stepped torward but
kept his eyes on his wife.

**Oaiy last Thursday,” he sail, “I did a
whole week's washing, and she stood over
me on Friday and Saturday with a horse-
whip and made me do all the ironing, and
this was only one of a good many times.”

*Yes Judge,” becoming a little bolder,
“‘gshe does not ask. She just sails in with
that big snake whip of hars and makes you
do1t. Itgives me a pain when I think of it.”

«‘How about that, Mrs. Mecllwaine ?”
asked the Judge as he turned to her.

““Oh, that’s so, what he says,” shaking
her head as though to emphasize her words.

“That’s all he’s good for. On account
of him I can’t keep a s2rvant in the house,
and [ dont blame him. As I would not
have the washing and iroming done outside
and bhim loafing about, I told him to do it.
He first said he wouldn’t, but I soon made
him change bis mind when I got the whip.”

““Then he did it ?”

“You bet he did, but it costs more than
he’s worth to keep him at it. I want him
sent to the Island.”

“Well’ we'll try him with a month.”

Mcllwaine was then led into the prison,
while she whisked out of court.

Why, youain't

She Was a Back Number,

A.—Why did Jay break off his engage-
ment with Miss Oldacres ?

X.—On account of her pas*.

A.—What was the matter with it ?

X.—Nothing—only he thought it was too
long.

bands are gzenerally much inferior to those |
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THE FORMER HAVE THE LATTER
LIKE OTHER PEOPLE.

Sometimes They Show the Fact and Some-
times they Conceal it—Instances of Fright
Felt Prior to the Undertaking of Dange:~
ous Operations.

“Is there such a thing as stage frigh
among surgeons ?" a successful New York
surgeon was asked. Though the ferm
stage fright with reference to surgery was
perhaps a misnomer, the surgeon under-
stood the question.

Oh, yes, indeed ; there is such a thing
as stage fright among sucgeons,” he re-
plied. ¢ These are two kinds of stage
fright; or rather two different temper-
ments among doctors, and the fright, al-
thoagh |in itselt perhaps the same, has a
different seeming, affected as it is by the
material through which it passes. The
first is]the surgeon who is anxions to per-
form the operation, sees no diflicalties in
the way, and nothing but a successful
termination. His rest is not disturbed
by reflections upon complications which
may arise. Everything is lovely until the
patient is before him, then his hand begins
to shake, if he meets with the ditliculties
which he had not counted upon, his nerv-
ousness increases, he hurries, perhaps with
a fatal result. In the case of this man, he
grows worse as he grows older, and in
old age he goes all to pieces.

There is another temperament of this
order. From the time this surgeon recog-
nizes that an operation is necessary there
passes through his mind all the complica-
tions which could possibly come up, and he
wonders if there are not more which he has
not thought of. Ieis by no means san-
guine of a happy result. He fears this and
that and the other thing. As the hour ap-
proaches he dreads to commence the work
But when he is before
leaves him.

more ard more.
the subject his nervousness
He commences intelligently, reflecting
upon what might arise. le does not
hurry or get excited, but he is intensely
interested, wholly absorbed by what he 1is
doing. I remember witnessing an opera-
tron by one of the most celebrated surgeons
I ever knew. It was a most diflicult oper-
ation and the amphitheatre was filled with
doctors who had come to sze it performed.
A few moments before the surgeon was to
commence he was presented by a friend
to two doctors who had come from a dis-

tance to see him operate.
politely and spoke a few words.
after that he commenced operating.
“The operation was of considerable
length, and when it was finished the twe

gentleman to whom the surgcon had been

had met them.”

Do you recall the first operation you
ever performed yourseli?”

“Indeed, I remember it very well. I
was in a hospital where there were three
thousaud five hundred beds, and thirty-
three surgeons in charge . I was one of
the young assistant surgeons. It an oper-
ation was necessary in any of the wards it
was our duty to report it to the surgeon in
charge, who ihen performed the operation
it be chose. 1 reported to my surgeon the
necessity of an amputation 'of a great
toe.

an amputation wis necessaty. [ was di-
rected to get everytbing ready for the oper
ation. ‘I'nen,’ said the surgeon, ‘I will
come and operate 1t 1 can. It not, you go
on and perform the operation yourself.’

1 told my young associates ot the order
and they said: ‘Well you go on and get
readv, but he won’t come. You will have
to do the operation yourself. And that
was the way it turned oui. The operation
was to be at 2 o'clock. All the night be-
tore 1 was rebearsing what [ intended to
do in my mind, and dreaming of it in my
sleep. The next day I could not eat my
luncheon. My hands and feet were cold.
When it came time to commence the oper-
ation I§ could only steady my nerve by
threading needles. I said, ‘Give me the
needles to thread. I am very particular
about my thread.” I took a needle and
commenced poking at the eye. In a few
seconds my nand obeyed my will and be-
came as steady as I could wish. 1 pertorm-
ed the operation successfully.  After that
I went on performing a great many oper-
ations, but it was years before I could take
1 o’clock luncheon if I had to operate at
2 o'clock.

“From the conscientious scientific man
apprehension never departs, for he knows
that it is impossible to forsee all things.
And, then again, he takes in his hands a
holy human life. Ifan actor accentuates
the wrong word or halts in his lines the
worst that can come is a slight damage to
his reputation. If a mimster preaches
heterodox doctrines the worst that can
happen to himisa trial for bersey.  Bat if
the surgeon, ina dangerous operation,
makes but the slightest mistake i may re-
sult in death, for which there is no remedy,
Many and many a time on tha night previ-
ous to a serious operation, have I awakened
myself from an anxious, troubled sleep, by

erforming the operation in my dreams.

t is also very much more trying to a sur-
geon to vperate on a friend than on a
stranger. It is hard to tell in this case
who 1s more to be piiied, the surgeon, or
the patient. I think the longer a man
operates the less certain he is of the out-

He bowed |
Shortly |

Excellent to prevent new Corsets
from being broken. Makes old
or broken Corsets as good as new.
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come of any operation. A frail little
women that one would almost saya breath
of wind would blow away will survive the
most painiul and dangerous operation’
where arough, stocky, 1ron-built peasant
woman that one would think could survive
almost any possible operation, will die
from something which is not, as a rule,
considered dangerous.

“The students in a medical college al-
ways h ve a nickname tor ail the protessors.
My first professorship in any medical col-
lege I held when [ was a very young man.
In tact, I was the youngest man in the
taculty. In consequence of my extremely
youthtul appearance the boys dubbed me
the old man.’ I was one day operatinz on
a woman. The operacion was exceedingly
diflicutt and dangerous. [ had a more
than usual dread upon me that day. [ was
operating and lecturing at the same time
when [ came to a ditficulty which demand-
ed all my attention. My voice ceased and
there was a dead silence in the amphi-
theatre. I heard one of the students whis-
per to his chum :

* +Did you ever see the old min’s band
shake?’

*«¢«Not he,’ said theother. ‘He hasn’t got
anerve in his body,’

‘At that time | was a bundle of nerves-—
a highly nervous orginaztion; but I had
my nerves under control.”

“Do young doctors willingly undertaks
their first operation? you ask. I think
not.
not. It is not an unusual thing tor young
students, and even young graduated phy-
sicians, to faint at the sight ot another su--
geon operating. Where such inherent
geluctance is manifested a young man
usually dritts into the general practice of
medicine, and leaves surgery to his more
stout-hearted comrades. Apropos of
fainting, it may surprise you to learn that

| men are more apt to faint at the sight of

| tain 1ndication
| imaginative than women.

an operation than women, which is a cer-
that men are both more
Their dread of

| fatal results strains theirr sympathy to the

fainting point, but imagination must be
called into play, for every doctor knows

| that & patient who is completely under the

presented  approached  to splik a |
congratulatory word or two. As he
did not appear to recognize them
his friend presented th:m  again.

influence ot chloroform or ether does not

: . | suffer.”™
He expressed his pleasure at meeting them |

without the slightest recollection that he |

“*How about women as sergeons; are
they a success ?"
The surgeon hesitated and then said :
[t is quite impossible to say what rank
women would take in the science ot surgery
it the doors of medical colleges and the

. operating rooms ot hospitals had been open

I he surgeon came and lovked at the |
man and concurred with my opinion that |

as long to them as they have been to men.
Ot course, as matters stand now, there are
no really worldwide famous surgeons
among women. lhere are, however, in
our own country women surgeons who have
performed some diflicult operations very
creditably. There are a great many more
men doctors than women doctors. Whether
the proportion ot surgeons among the
women is as high as it 1s among the men I
vannot say.”

PURITANISM AND PL1E.

Origin and Growth ot the Habit of Eating
Ple With a Knife,

;. Wilfred Pearce. ot Boston sends an
interesting letter to the New York Sun on
on the rise and decline of the great pie
eating industry in New England. Ie
Says :

Several descendants of the Puritans who
landed at Salem told me to-day that all the
Puritans ate pie held in their fingers. The
Pilgrims, an inferior people, who landed
on the south shore of Massachusetts Bay,
acquired the habit of eating pies from the
Puritans, who imported the first seeds for
pie fruits into this country, as may be seen
by the manifest of the first ship sent out by
the Governor and Company of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony. The original mani-
fest ia in the archives at the State House
in Boston ; and it shows that ‘G4 pye plat-
ters and 300 pyrs of Irish woollen stock-
ings” were packed in one box set in a case
ot apple, cherry, and other seeds. After
the Puritans and Pilgrims inter-married,
the custom of eating pie with knives was
introduced for indoor meals, but for fishing

excursions, clambakes, and mtlitia musters
the good old custom of taking piein the
hand continues from Newburyport even un-
to the far end of Cape Cod,

All sorts ot juicy fruit pies are eaten on
Cape Cod in this way. The cut is carried
to the mouth by the right hand; the left
hand is held underneath the right as a
reservoir for the juice. The true art of
eating truit pie is only understood by Cape
Cod girls, who never spill a drop of berry
juice on their gowns, nor drop a flake of

ie crust on their chins.

When the custom of eating pie with
knives was introduced by the Anglomaniacs
of the eighteenth century, many accidents
befell the knife user, who became scarred

Iiven it they seem willing they are |

all about their ufouths by cuts trom the
sharp scimetar-pattern steel knives make
| m England. Atter a time dulled knives
| were introduced ; then an inventor made
| & knite with a straight blade and rounded
| point; next came the fashion of silver
1 plating the dulled knives, and for forty
| years 90 per cent of the table knives used
in this Commonwealth have been as dull as
hoes ; all on account of the necessity of
catering to pie eaters.

Steel knives with sharp blades are never
seen hereabouts, except in fashienable
clubs, the mansions ot cultivated persons,
and in hotels patronized mainly by New
Yorkers, Waesterners, and Southerners.

Pie has been banished from seven clubs
and four hotels in Boston. The consump-
tion thereot has declined 50 to 75 per cent.
in the past decade in three famous down-
town hotels in Boston, *‘Parker’s,” in
the days when Daniel Webster taught Har-
vey Parker how to make fish chowder and
Bunker Hill punch, nsed to list twenty
kinds of pie on its bill of tare. In those
days a cook was judged on the goodness of
his pork and beans, chowder, fried scrod,
cream of tartar biscuit, and pies. Nowa-
days the chiet finds no place in his menu
for those toothsome delicacies of the long
ago, except at Parker’s or Young's, where
nine kinds of pie and two kinds ot chowder
are made. But it old Daniel Webster
| could rise from the dead and see the pie
g and chowder of today, he would groan in
heeviness of spirit.

THE 1AIL OF A HORSE.

It has Well Defined Uses and is an Index
Animal’s Disposition.

tail

strong at the root, rising high irom the

of the
In well formed horses a should be
croup, the direction of which it follows.
When this is,horizontal, the'tail 1s gracetul.
ly carried, especirlly when the horse is mov-
With powertul, good-shaped horses

ing.
| it is often carried upward. or even curled

lively.
animal are according to popular notions,
indicated by the resistence the tail cffers
to manual interference and by the way it
is carried. To some extent, also, it affords
an wndication of the horse’s disposition.

A fidgety horse usually has the tail, like
the ears, always in motion. When about
to kick, the tail is drawn downward between
the legs. When the animal is fatigued or
exhausted. then it is drooping and frequent-
ly trensulous, and with some horses, when
galloping, it is swung about in a cirzular
manner or lashed from sideg to side. There
can scarcely be any doubt also, that, like
the tail of birds, 1t assists in the horse’s
movements, as when the animal is gallop-
ing in a small circl>, or rapidly turning
around a corner, it 18 curved to the inner
side.

With weli-bred horses the hair of the
tail 1s comparatively fine and straight and
often grows to such a length that it reaches
the ground. Coarse-bred horses may also
have the hair long, but then it is usually
very thick and strong and more or less
frizzly, though soft and curly hair may
occasionally be noticed in the tail of thor-
oughbred horses. In some horses there is
a tendeancy to shelding of the tail hair
(this, like that of the mane, tail, torelock,
fetlocks and some other parts,is perma-
nent and not shed at certain seasons, as in
other regions of the body). The horse is
then said to be ‘‘rat-tailed,” and there is a
popular saying to the effect that such a
horse is never a bad one. In other in-
stances the tail hair falls off, except at the
end of the dock, where it forms a tuft, and
the horse:is then ‘‘cow tailed,” or *‘mule
tailed.”—Ninecteenth Century.

A Dainty Gown,

The dainty gown will never be given up
by the ladies, no matter what the extrem-
18ts of both sexes may say. And Priestley’s
black dress fabrics make more beautiful
gowns than any other material. And now
this celebrated firm offers something new in
“Fudora,” something superlatively fine in
texture, in appearance, in refinement, with
great weight and width than the famous
Henriettas, and the ladies are, all over the
country, are calling for it. It s wrapped
on **The Varnished Board,” and the name
Priestley, is stamped on cvery five yards

The Largest Doll Collection.

The collection ot dolls at the national
museum is the largest in the world. Some
of the Washington, Eskimo dolls are pro-
bably the most valuable, and they certainly
are instrucfive. Among these isatr ck doll,
with a string attachment, to move its head
from one side to the other. One of these
dolls is from Point Barrow, Alaska, and
it is fashioned from drift wood, which the
natives of that region picked up on the
peach: The dress of the doll is made of
seal gut. Some of the dolls are made out
of ivory, whole E:kimo families interesting
themselver during the long northern nights

| used where valuable books are kept

in doll manu‘acturing
includes many dolls of tte Zuni Indians
who utiiize them to teach their children re-
ligion.

Heat, Gas and Book Binding.
Al
saia a
books as

“‘Low book shelves,” furniture
dealer, who is a lover of well
¢ have an o-igin in reason besides the cap-
rice ot fashion. Heat 1s injurious to the
binding ot choice booxgs, drying out the
natura! oil ot the leather, and making them
warp and get out of shape. Most rooms
are very warm in the upper parts, and
these five and six-foot cases are a necessity
rather than a notion. ¢

“Cold is as hard on books as overheat-
ing. and an atmosphere that is too damp
or too dry also injures them. 'T'he sun
pourlng in directly on ihe shelves fades the
bindings.

“*An open fire is another necessity in a
library : books require good air like a
human being, and gas ought never to be
Can-
dles are hard ou the e: though, and
theretore should be avoided ; oil or elec-
tricity are better than gas, which acts as
readily on bindings as it does on silver.
In lieu of tarnishing, however, it affects
their elasticity and pliable (ualities.”

eves,

All About UChimneys.

Chimaeys constructed on modern prin-
ciples were almost unknown to the ancients

being used only in large baths, where great
quantities of hot water were needed.
Chafing dishes, braziers of glowing coals
and bottles ot hot water were employed by

: . Pl0) ¢
the ladies of the middle ages to keep then

rooms warm, and a curious pictnre is ex-
tant of three Norman ladies chatting to-
gether, each with a bottle of hot wate
placed between her feet. Chimnevs ar
| believed to have been unknown in Englani
. : :
until the 12th. century, but by the end ol
) L .» 1
[ the 14th wére generally employed ina do
mestic architeecure For a long time

over the back, especially when the horse is
The health and strength of the |

“sS
there was a chimney tax all over Kngland

Had Him that Time,

A small boy in a large concern approach-
ed bis emyloyer and asked tor an advan
in salary.

“‘How much are you getting a week now
said his employer. - . '

““Twelve shillings, »sir.

““How old are vou?”

“Twelve, sir.”

“Why, my boy, at your age I wasn’t
paid so much.”

“Well,” replied thé shrewd lad, ‘*‘maybe
you weren't worth it ‘o the firm you was
working tor, but I think [ am.”

He got his rise-

"

Measured to a Nlcety.

A two-foot rule was given to a labores
in & Clyde boat yard to measure an iron
plate. Tle laborer not being well up in
the ute of the rule, atter spending a con-
siderable time, returned: ‘' Noo, Mick,’,
asked the pl ter, ‘‘what cize 15 the plate?"”
““Well,” replied Mick, with a grin ot salis-
faction, ‘‘it’s the length of your rule and
and two thumbs over, with this piece ot
brick and the breadth of my hand and my
arm from bere to there, bar a finger.”

THERE’'S NOTHINCG
LOOKS NEATER,

Cooler or more comfortable on
the average woman than a Jacket
or Shirt Waist.
look well it must be welllaundered.
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bonsumption.
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any Sufferer, Give Express and Post Office address. T. A
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