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Musicalaa

Drameattics

The return engagement of the Gilbert
Opera company closed with a production
of Pinatore on Wednesday evening last
and in what may be designated a blaze of
glorious good feeling between audience
and performers. The operas produced
last week were all previously named and
for this week *‘Patience,” ‘*The Chimes of
Normandy,” *“The Mikado,” and *'Pin-
afore” were put on. The latter bill given
on the occasion ofa complimentary testi-
monial to Mr. James Gilbert, who appeared
in his special impersonation of Dick Dzad-
eye, a part)done by him when the opera was
first produced by himin this city and in
which his powers and skill have been in-
tensified and strengthened as time has
since rolled on.

Mr. Gilbert has severai strong imperson-
ation in the various operas in the reperiorie
of his company but the role of Gaspard in
*The Chimes of Normandy” is in my
agpirion, the best of them all. In this role
his make up is admirable and his work con-
sistent in every particular called tor by the
difficult characterization. He is the in-
carnation of greed and cunning and his
work in this rol: has never been sur-
passed in this aity. His pantomine work
was in every instance perfectly understood
by the audience and so great was the
interest taken in his every movement that
there was a dead silence in the house,a
silence that could be felt—until as in a de-
sire for relief the audience barst into en-
thusiastic applause. It was a great con-
cepti~n indeed and executed in a masterly

manner.
The role of Dick Daadeye in Pinafore

does not afford such opportunity for great
work, bat every demand of the role Mr.
Gilbert was easily equal to. All the rest
of the characters in Pinafore were alloted
with good judgment and were well port-
rayed by the several ladies and gentlemen
of the company, so far as their several
powers permitted. Miss Florence Gilbert,
ina private as well as professional
sense, has in her short stay become a pro-
nounced favorite here. Her work too is
faithful to character, and her grace and
elegance of movemant are noticeible in
every role she undertakes. The young
lady, as before mentioned sings well and
the great compass of her voice is shown
chiefly in the title role in **Fatinitiza" rather
than in any other of the Opzras given here.
Miss Balch is another favorite and of her
voice and method I have previously spoken.
Miss Katherine Power was the best *‘Lit-
tle Buttercup” I have ever seen on the
stage in this city. She was the bum boat
woman to the life. Her make up was ex-
cellent and it would be well for some ofour
ambitious amateurs if they would follow
this lady’s example in donning consistent
dress iu this role. True it is that nature
has contributed not a little to this lady’s ex-
cellence in this particular role. Eacores
were in demand throughout the evening
and were cheerfully resporded to in each
instance. At the close of the opera the
company remained on the stage
and to the delight of the audi-
ence sang con amore ‘‘Auld lang
syne.” It was given with a hearti-
ness and vim that permitted no doubt of
the good feeling that each individual in the
company entertains towards this city and
our people. When this time honored
piece was finished a perfect storm of ap-
plause followed and the curtain had to be
rung up again and another verse given be-
fore the people were satisfied. Thaere is
no doubt that whenever Mr. Gilbert and
his company can b2 induced to visit this
city again they will receive a hearty
welcome  from our people. The
work of the company has not by any
means been faultless in a musical
sense yet— while it is not now nec2ssary to
particulariz: farth:r—a word of com-
mendation is well due to the work of the
chorus, which in the main,was satisfactory.
. The best wishes of all the friends of Mr.
Gilbert follow them wherever they go.

A superior programme was rendered at
St. Davids church on Thursday evening
last. The Cantata of ““The Nativity”,was
given by some of the best of our local tal-
ent. This occurred I regret to say to late
for further notice this week.

Another occasion for regret to me was
not bemng enabled to hear Prof. Wcoten
play and Miss Fanuning sing at the concert
in Brussels Street Bap'ist church last
Tuesday evening. So machhas been said
of these musicians and their excellence all
of which I do not for a moment question—
that I haive much desire to hear them
The unfavorable waather of last Tuesday
I am sure prevented many others from at-
tending the concert.

Tones and Undertones.

Schubert is said to have died ‘in the
9ower of his youth.” Be that as it may he
"2ft behind him nearly one thousand com-
(- ositions, of which six hundred were songs.
.12 wrote operas but only two were staged
during his life. These were the *‘Enchant-
ed Harp” and **Rosamond.” “‘Fierabras”
which has never been produced, is consid-
ered his finest work. His artistic idol was
Beethoven. He was a poet in music. At
the age of 11 years he was a good singer
and an accomplished violinist. *The Erl
King” was produced early in the year 1816.
His death occurred Nov. 19, 1828.

[

The famous lady violinist Camilla Urso
who has performed before and been honor-
ed and decorated by several of the Sover-
eigns of Europe, played at a concert in the
Star Course in Boston Mass, at Music Hall
recently. The following notice happily
describes ber ability as a performer on her
favorite instrument.

““The reappearance in Boston after many
years of Mme, Urso, the only Urso, who,
it might be said, had played to our tathers
and to our grandfathers before us, so
backward-reaching and s> enduring is her
renown, is a matter of felicitation to Bos-
ton’s music lovers, When she trudged
across that barren waste of boards on
Music Hall stage last evening, her magic
voilin tucked under her arm, she received a
sincere tribute of applause ; and when she
stood with closed eyes and played Ernst’s
fantasie with all the warmth, vigor and
tenderness of her pristine days, her re-
newal of former triumphs was complete.
Her encore piece here was Wieniawski's
valse caprice. Gade's capriccio was an
ambitious composition, which could puzzle
any but the most clever of players. To
Mme. Urso it was but an exercise. Her
technique is still flawless, her phrasing
perfect and her tone pure and magnetic.”

F. J. Londin the colored manager of the
Fisk jubilee singers made $15.000 by the
recznt trip abroad of that organization.

An amusing {contretemps in the rendi
tion of the opera ‘‘Fidelio” at the Royal
Opera House in Berlin, last week, befell
Herr Joseph Kainz, who sustained the
role ot Meister von Palingoa.
wreath which he teass from his head ftell
off accidentally. Herr Kaiinz, being una
ware of this, clutched the wig, and at the
crucial moment tore it off in a tragic ec-
stacy. The house was convulsed with
laughter, in which the Emperor joined
heartily.

Miss Lillian Sinderson, who has gained
a wide-spread renown in European coun-
tries as a singer, and Mr. Robert Freund,
a pianist from Zurich, will come to America
inthe spring. They will make their first
appearance in New York, and during
March, April and May th2y will make a
tour of the United States.

TALK OF THE THEATRE.

Pcof. Markos, who created a sensation
in St. John during exhibition week, will
be seen here again shortly. He has some
new and startling illusions and 1s accom-
panied by Miss Kitty Sinclair, the famous
English mind reader, whose fcits are some-
thing bordering on the miraculous. After
the St. Joha engagement, a tour of the
smallar cities will be made by the celebrat-
ed wonder workers.

Charlotte Wolter, the great Viennese
tragedienne, who is now 61 years old,
appeared as Sappho at the Burg Theater
recently, after a retirement from the stage
of many years. There wasa fight for
tickets, people presenting thewselves a:
the ticket ofil:e at 8 o’clock on the morn-
ing of the performance to wait till the
doors were opened in the evening.

Clarence Haadysides, who was here with
Harkins a few seasons ago, is with a com-
pany giving a play callel ‘“Northern
lights.”

This is the closing week of ‘‘Burmah”
at the Boston theajre. The play has had a
long run there.

James O'Neil, of **Monte "Cristo” fame
rccently produced **Virginius” at the Tre-
mont theatre, B2ston and the dramatic
Cri‘ic of one of that city’s papers says *‘nor
was he able to keep up the true dramatic
atmosphere when once he got it.” In the
early scenes he was ‘‘decidedly artificial
both in gesture and facial expression.” His
leading lady is a Miss Ilorence Rockwell
who “‘on the whole was very good.” The
Critic says of her ‘‘at first she was rather
stick like, and seemed at a loss for some-
thing to do.” She improved as the play
proceeded ‘‘but uniortunately” she forgot
that it is necessary, in order to be a good
actress, to use her body as well as her
voice and face. As a result, she was at
times very much like a lay figure waiting
for her next turn.”

William Winter says of the late Aca
Cavendish, the actress: ¢‘She did not try
to look like a painted figure in a church
window. She put her soul into all that
she did, and it was a soul of passionate
power, lotty purpose, and wonderful sweet-
ness.”

The following bill is posted in large let-
ters at the door of a Brussels theatre:
“‘Moral Pieces Every Sunday and Thurs-
day.”

“The Two Orphans” was the greatest
financial success of the melodramas. It is
estimated that £400,000 was made from
the cld drama alone.

A New York paper says: **Stuart Rob-
son is the only survivor of the cast of
“The Rivals”;and it was given in New York
thirty-three years ago. when Laura Keene,
John T. Riymond, and other departed
celebrities were on the bill, There were
thirteen persons in the play. Mr. Robson
was 60 on Nov. 4. He was a page in the
Thirty-Third Congress, and afterward a
type-setter before he went on the stage.”

The laurel |

A well-known manager says there are too
many theatres, too many s tars, too many
combinations, and too many bad actors.
As long as this condition of affairs exists
the theatrical business will never be good
until some of the theatres are burae d
down, a large number of so-called stars
are eclipsed, and a lot of actors go to work
ringing up fares on the street cars.— Eddy's
Squib.

Miss Olga Nethersole the English actress
has appeared in Boston at the Hollis the-
atre in the play of ‘‘Denise.” The work
is by Dumas fils, altered and adapted for
the English stage by Mr. Clement Scott
and Sir Augustus Harris. It was the first
time the play had been given at ‘‘the hub.”
A critic dealing with the production says,
““Miss Nethersole acts Dc¢nise with great
grace and dignity, with genvine passion and
more than ordinary force. She enters well
into the skin of the partand acts it with
conviction and no little skill. We liked
her best in the great scene with Andre,
where she confesses her guilt to him. Her
long confession seemed to us a thought too
deliberate and over detailed. This sudden
outpouring of Denise’s should, in our
mind, come lik2 an actual rushing of steam
through a sa.ety valve: she has had her
terrible s2cret on her mind for four years,
and at last she can rid herself o it. Miss
Nethersole does not quite give one a real-
izing sense of the immense ani1 immediate
relief this is to.Denise. The whole speech
should come in an unrestrained torrent of
passion. But this is the only criticism we
would make.” . The same critic says‘‘Den-
ise comes very near a great play,” and
‘“‘always excepting ‘Francillon’ it seems to
us decidedly Dumas’s finest effort.” The
problem presented by the play appears to
be —Ouaght a highminded man of unexcep-
tionable social position to marry a woman
on whose life there has been a stain?.

At ths Grand Opera House, Boston, sev-
eral old plays such as ‘“Hoodman Blind ;”
‘Rose Michel” ““Tae Dannicheffs” *Har-
bor Lights” and *‘Little Em'ly” are being
revived.

It 1s said that Paris is the paradxse of the
censor. Duamas’ ““Dame aux Camellias”
submitted to the Minister of B:aux Arts
in its day, was set dowa as ‘‘shocking to
both the morals and modesty of the public.’

- and “*Diane de Lys,” by the same author,

was interdicted for eight months because it
“‘assailed the tamily by attacking the duties
of marriage.” ‘‘Faust” was censured for
religious reasons.

Miss Terry's Lady Macbeth as recently
impersonated is described as ‘‘one that
has often been suggested in the books but
never before presented on the stage. It
obeys the injunction ‘look like the in-
nocent flower, but be the serpent under 1t.’
It is as Mrs. Siddons thought L.ady Mac-
beth should be, captivating, fa‘r, feminine
even fragils.” It is the Lady Macbeth
described by Maguinn ‘*human in heart and
impulse—not meant to be an embodiment
of the furies. L.ove for her husband is her
ruling passion.”” As Miss Terry plays i,
it is said *‘there is a fascination about this
Lady Macbetb, with her beautiful face,
long flowing reddish tresses and her
picturesque and appropriate costumes. In
the agonizing hours of her awiul remorse,
when she who has murdered sleep is denied
the solace of nature’'s sweet restorer, so
potentis this fair matron’s personality that
one feels for the first time for Lady Mac-
both both sympathy and pity.”

The publication knowa as ‘‘Theatrical
Tidings” in a recent issue says : there is no
more pathetic and unwholesom2 spactacle
in connection with the staz2 than that pre-
sented by the old man with a little white
hair who stands at the stage door waiting
to take an actress to supper when he ought
to be in bad nursing his rheumatism. it is
generally the case that he has been made
a widower after having passed most of his
yearsin domesticity, and, suddenly let
loose, he forgets his plethora of years and
becomes the victim of the same fascination
that footlights and their attendant circum-
stances hold forth for young men with high
collars and low foreheads. These super-
anuated simple‘ons are usefal, ot course, as
suppar servers and hack hirers, but their
grotesqueness consists not so much in their
adaptability to these services asin thzir
utter unconsciousness of tha fast that they
are grotesque.”

It is announced in l.ondon that Mary
Eastlak2, who has disappzared from the
stage since her disastroas tour of America,
which stopped short at its very baginning,
so great a failure was it, is about to return
to the stage. The vehicle for her reapp2a-
rance is a play called ““Thae Egyptian Idol.”

Miss Eastlake’s career was a peculiar
one. She was hardly 15 when Charles
Wyndbam discovered har gifts and intro-
duced her to lL.ondon aundienc2s. Mr.
Wyndham at that time declared that h2
knew no young actress of such delicacy and
refinement as Miss Eastlake, and she made
rapid strid2s in har profession uatil she
joined Wilson Barrett.

Daring her long, and it must b2 owaed
successtul career with him, she not only
a>quired strange mannerisms of voice and
bearing, but she becam2 so hsavy that she
physically suited few parts. But worst of
all, her chances may be said to have bzen,
jeopardlz:d by har suzz3e3 ia “‘Clity,” as
Helle, a womin of not a nica sort, but
which offered great opportunities to over-

act, which she did not neglect, being en-
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couraged thereto by the applausz of her
audiences and the injudicious amaz2ment
of her friends.

Miss Eastlake’s experiences in America
weare hardly pleasant, and it is hopel that
she has a good play and may retrieve her
fortun:s,tor sh: was a hard working,
ambitious woman and a good daughter and
loyal sister.

The season of German in Bostonopera
wiil begin at the Boston theatre on Feb.
3rd. next and last to 15th. inclusive.
Walter Damrosch is th2 director and he
will not only present his full repertoire of
Wagner operas, eight in all, together with
Beethoven’s “‘Fidelio” and Weber’s ““D:r
Freyschutz,” but also a new opera of his
own creation, ‘‘The Scarlet Latter,” based
on Hawthorne's famous novel. The com-
pany this year includes seven m2mbers of
the Wagner festival p.ays at Munich and
Bayreuth. Taere are tour great Wazner
sopranos, Klafsky, Termina, (5ideki and
Mulder. For tenors, Guening of Bayreuth,
Alvary anl Berthald. For baritone,
Popovici, who created the part of Teira-
mund in “‘Lohengrin™ at Bayreuth, and
basses Emil Fischer and Conrad B:hrens.
Tbe symphony orchestra will accompany.

“‘Saved from the Sz2a” a successful Eng-
lish melodrama which is now crowding each
night the Princess th:atre, London, will
shortly be produced at the Bowdoin Square
theatre Boston. The piece is by Arthur
Shirley and Ban Landeck.

One Idea of a Plano,

This is how a Chinaman is said to have
described a piano: “*The Europeans keep
a large, four-legged beast, which they can
make to sing at will. A man, or more
frequently a woman, or even a feeble girl,
sits down in front of the animal, and steps
on its tail, at the same time striking its
white teeth with his or har fingers, when
the creature begins to sing. The singing,
though much louder than a bird’s is pleasant
to listen to. The beast does not bite, nor
does it move, though it is not tied up.”

The British Army.

The annual return of the British army,
issned recently, contains some very inter-
esting figures. OnJune last there were
222,151 men and offizers ia the regular
army—being the highest number reached
during the twenty years for which statist cs
are available. The army reserve number-
ed 82,674, being slightly in excess of the
previous year; the militis (enrolled),
121,667 ; yeomanry, 10,014 and volunteers,
231,328 enrolled or 224,525 eflicient—
the latter figure being 5,414 above that of
1893, and the highest yet reached. In the
event of a great national emergency, we
could raicse the regulars to 300,000, and
have besides over 300,000 militia and vol-
unteers.—London Spectator.

The Female Mosquito,

It is asserted that only the femile mos-
quito vites. Though it 1s claimed that she
carries poison, th: fact has never been
proved ; no venom glands bave been dis-
covered. Her sting consists of five ex-
tremely shaip nzedles, two of which are
barbed. They unite to form an awl,which,
having nflicted the pucture, serves as a
tube for sucking the blood of the victim.

What is Life,

The wisest don’c kaow, but if you nse the
celebraied Windsor Table Salt in your
food, your life will be prolonged ; it makes
food nourishing; keeps it sweet; pure,
soluble. Ask your grocer lor it.

The table on which Uromwell wrote
when he aflixed his signature to the war-
rant for the execution of Charles . vas re-
cently sold for £145.
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