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IS EXCELLENCY ANGRY.

VICE ADMIRAL ERSKINE GETS A
LAWYER'S LETTER.

The ¥Yunny Mistake of a Halifax Barrister
Cauges a Commotion—=General Montgom-
ery Moore Comes tothe Rescue, Explains
Matters and Pays Damages.

Havirax, Oct. 24 — A ludicrous mistake
was made the other day by C. D. McDor-
ald, one of the leading lawyers of this city.
He mistook Vive-Admiral Er:kine for some
other man, or rather, it was another man
who was mistaken for the vice-admiral. A
client of McDonald & Jones was in a
wagon standing at the side of the street
when a carriige came up, driven by a
coachman. The coachman’s passengers
were the Hon. Captain Colbourne and an-
other, who, it transpires, wes (ieneral
Montgomery-Moore. Mr. McDonald and
his client were shocked at the barbarous
way in which the aristocratic coachman ran
down the poor plebian. Mr. McDonald
knew Captain Colbourne well enough, and
he thought he was aware of the bland and
open features of Vice-Admiral Erskine.
The crowd that gathered round echoed the
words: *‘That’s the admiral.” A day or
two elapsed and then the postman carried
to the admir: Ity house a decument, which
was nothing less imposing than ‘‘a lawver’s
letter.” Often has *“‘a lawyer's letter”
brought dismay to the heart of the recipi
ent. But Vice-Admiral Erskine was not
terrified. He was angered, It disturbed
his equanimity, so he says, to think that a
lawver should send *‘a lawyer's lerter” to
him, the commander of the Noirth-Ameri-
can and West Indian squadron, especizlly
wken he was faultless of the charge. The
vice-admiral says it was with feclings of
indignation that he received the document
and he determined an suifable revenge.
The lawyer was to be made to suffer for
his temerity. As a first step Vice-Admiral
Erskine wrote to McDonald and Jones de-
nying that bis coachman had run down the
citizen's team as had been alleged; ad-
ministering a severe rebuke to the hapless
lawyer and threathening to expose his con-
duct in the putlic press.

Mr. McDonald replied as if he was not
afraid of the vice-admiral.” He went so
far as to Lalf express a doubt whether or
not ihe commander-in-chief of the North-
Americe”squadron was telling the whole
truth, taking care, of course, to state that
if he was varying from ths path of
veracity it was because he was unler a
misapprebensian of the facts. The lawycr
seem«d of the strong opinion that his excel
lency was mistaken, and that his coachman-
had driven him over the poor citiz2n, whose
damages were stated to amount to $12.
No admiral could stand such a second im-
putation as that. So his excellency’s sec-
retary was called in and a letter was
penned which  was iotended to
extinguish the senior member of the legal
firm of ,McDonald & Jones, Scathingly
his excellency dressed the lawyer down for
having dared to write him such a letter with-
out first having consulted bim about the
truth of the charges alleged, and hurling
back some very severe language at the man
who would seem to have balt doubted the
vice-admiral’s first denial.

Lawyer McDonald, at last convinced,
now lost no time in admitting his sorrow
that some other man had been mistaken
for Vice-Admiral Erskine, and regretting
that his excellency bad been put to any
trouble in the matter.

M soon as General Montgomery-Moore
heara of the tilt between the lawyer and
tbke admiral, and of the undisputed pre-
sence of Captain Colbourne in th: smash-
up, the general realizcd that it must have
been his own coachman who had go: so many
distinguished people in a mess. Oa look-
ing back he realized that it must have been
himself who was seated with Captain Col-
bourne on that everttul afternoon, and
not “‘the ruler of the seas.” The geocral
did n°* need a lawyers letter to bring him
into-™ arena. When be heard of Vice-
Admiral Erskine's experience he promptly
sent down, offering to pay the damages.
All he wanted to be sure of was that the
smash-up hau cavsed the loss of the $12
as alleged. There was not much difliculty
in satisiying the general that he was not
being cheated and the client was made

happy.

About a Major and a Horse,

Tbe disinclination of some people to
have anything to do with the law, even in
a good cause, was made apparent the
other day in the case ot M jor Waldron,
an cflicer who for some time has been in
this garrison. Major Waldron was driv
ing on the St. Margaret’s Bay road, where
he saw Charlies Oukley terribly illuse a
horse. Oakley had over-driven aud beat-
en the horse shamefully, and left him at
the roadside to die. The Mior with
commendable promptitude reported ths
case t) Joha Naylor of the S. P. C.. Be-
fore the case came up for trial a message
was sent to Major Waldron asking him to
come to court on & certain day and
give hisevidence against Oakley, which

was necessary to receive. The major '
thought he must draw the line somewhere so
drew it at coming to the court house, ard
he sent a message back to the S. P. C.
that he was going fishing and could not
think of spoiling his day’s outing by ap-
pearing against Oakley. The case might
have been lost on accoun' of this refusal,
but the prisoner knew nothing of it and he
pleaded *‘guilty,” thinking there was no
use aggravating the court by making a
hopeless fight. Accordingly a conviction
was entered up, and Oakley went out of |
the court house, if not a more humane maun,
certainly a poor(r one, to the extent of $15.

There is no society more deserving ot
popular supvoort than tke S. P. C. It does
a good work in the face of much opposition
in certain quartcrs, but backed up by the
best elements in the community. President
Mackintcsh enters heart and soul into its
work, and what is more, be puts morey and
time into it. In John Naylor the society
has an excellent executive officer, who does
his work conscientiously and well.

Was an Honest Referee,

The appoiniment of a referce for last
Saturday’s football match bctween the
Wanderers and Dalhousie brought out a
strange state of feeling. W. D. Robert-
son, who is the best referee who ever gave
a decision in Halitax, is an ardent member
of the Wanderars ¢lub and a good foot-
ball player. Dalhousie was so well satis-
fied with his werk that they were strongly
in favor of him for referee. Captain
Grierson and some of the Wanderers play-
ers were also willing to accept Mr. Robert-
son, and the strange fact is that any should
have Leqatated regardidg him. Bat it
seems that Mr. Robertson’s reputation for
scrupulous hone:ty was so great that some
of the Wanderers feared to have him act,
dreading that in his desire to do right,
Mr. Robertson might, it a very fice
point came up for decision in his desire
to be strictly impartial give the team
from the opposing club the benefit
of the doubt, rather thun lay him
self open to a possible charge of giving his
own team the bendfit of the doubt. So on
those grounds tke discussion stood: Dal-
housians for Robertson the Wanderer, and
many Wanderers against him. [Failing
Mr. Rohertson, the students nominee would
have Johr A. MacKinnon, a collegeplayer
of a couple of years ago. Finally Mr.
Robertson was unanimously agreed upon,
and a marked success he made ot his deli-
ca'e duties. Both sides praised him.
Dalhousie met her first deteat in three
years at the bands of the Wanderers.

ENGLISH SCHOOL FLOGGING.

Masters Who Took Apparent Pleasure in
Punishiong the Boys.

Keate, of Eton school, England, was a

noted flogger, says a recent writer. On
one occasion when a confrmation service
was to be held in the school, each master
was rcquested to make out and send in a
list of the candidates in his form. Oae ol
them wrote down the names on the first
piece of paper which came to hand, and
which happened unluckily to be one of the
slips, of well-known style and shape, used
as flogging bills, and sent up regularly
with the names ot delinquents for execu-
tion. 'I'he list was pur into Keate's hands
without explanation. He sent for the boys
in the regular courses, and in spite of sll
protestations on their part, pointed to the
master’s signature in the fatal bill and
flogged them all there and then. Another
day a culprit who was due for punish-
ment could nowhere be found, the
Doctor was kept waiting on the scene of
action for some time in a state of consider-
able exasperation. In an evil moment
for himself a namesake of the defaulter
passed the door. He was seized at once
by Keate's order and brought to the back
as a vicarious sacrifice—a second Sir
Mungo Malagrowther. Etonians who were
flogged by Dr Keate narrated their ex-
perience on the flogging block with a pride
which savored of the keroic. They boast-
ed of their master’s prowess with admira-
tion and spoke of the number of boys
Keate could finish off in workmanlike style
in twenty minutes. Rapid as the perform-
ance was, there was as much ceremony ob-

served in the operation as possible.  The
Doctor was always most courteous both
before and after his exercise, in which he
was assisted usually by two collegians, who
held their companion on the block.

At Winchester School in England the
rod had a wooden handle about two and a
halt teet long with tour grooves at one end,
into waich were inserted four apple twigs;
these branched off tfrom the handle at first
at so great an angle that only one could
touch the skin satistactorily. This ar-
rangement was soon Itered by the masters
and one of the juniors who was delegated
to manu'acture these switches was torced
to twist them so as to form a stick ; an ar-
rangement ot great disadvantage to tkte
fl .gee. All ot these Eoglish methods were
well known in  American schools in the
early part of the century, Prior to 1880
the most common punishments in recent
times were rapping on the knuckles with a
ruler, shsking or churning as 1t was called,
ear pulling, and bumping of heads. An-
other punishment much in vogue until late

au '

years was forcing a boy to lean over and
bold his head under a table.

RAPID RACES TO FIRES.

A DEPARTMENT THAT TRAVELS A
MILE A MINUTE.

It is on a California Railwav and Goes to
Many Boxes~It Runs at a Rate
Kerr—How

a Good

that Woold Astonish Chief

Snowsheds Are Protecred,

There is here in California a Fire D:-
partment the ¢xistence of which is almost
if not whol'y unknown to 90 per cent. ot
the people, and this department protects
p-operty ¢xtending over a distance of forty
miles and costing a million and a balf of
dollars. The property reterred to is
familiar to every one who has taken a day-
light trip over the Central Pacific Railroad
as it runs from the land of sunshine into
the land of se gebrush.

(OVwing to the heavy snowfall in the
Sierra Nevada ths railroad has been com-
pelled to protect its track from winter
blockades by building a series of sheds to
cover it. These extent continuously from

the little telegraph station of Blue Canyon |

to Truckee, on the eastern slope of the
mountains, a distance of forty miles. In
the winter th2 snow protects these sheds
from all danger trom fire, but when sum-
mer comes the wind and sun soon melts
the covering of snow and rapidly dry tLe
timbers. until by July [ the lumber in the
sheds is as dry az powder.

As soon as this condition 18 brought
about a spark from a passing engine cr a
forest fire, or a match lit by a malicious
tramp may do untold damage, not only
costing thousands ot dollars for repairs,
but blocking the road with debris so that
ail tra'ns are stopped for days at a time.
Several years ago the railroad company
reduced the danger of fires being set by
tramps by issuing orcers to trainsmen to
let these gentry ot the road ride through
the sheds whenever they boarded a freight

train, and under no consideration to put-

them cff until the sheds were sately passed.
So this danger has been to a great extent
removed, but others threaten wki.h do not
offer so easily a remedy. In spite of
spark fenders on the stacks ot locomotives,
sparks will rise, and there seems to be no
way to keep the city camper from breaking
camp and leaving his fire burning behind
him.

When from these or any other causes a
fire does start in the sheds, immediate
action is imperative. Built as they are,
they form a sort of funnel through which
the air rushes with great force, and this
draught is increased when a fire starts.
The result is that the structure is consum-
ed with tremendous rapidity, and stories
are told of instances where a man could
not run fast enough to keep ahead of the
roaring flames. Tken woe to him if the
fire is behind bim and he does not succeed
in finding an opening through which he
can crawl to the outer world.

All ot these dangers have been reduced
to a micimum. The necessities of the oc-
casion demanded aremedy, and this has
been found in a system of fire alarms,
patrols, and fire trains that probably sur-
passes anything of the kind in the world;
situated at distances of a mile apart through-
out the entire length ot shed-guarded track
are placed unlocked electrical call boxes
similiar to those in use in the cities. On
the face of these are inscribed the words
“East— West—rock on track—shed down
—train wreck—car off-—slide—fire.” DBe.
sides these there are thirty-four fire-alarm
boxes, which are kept locked. These are
used exclnsively for fire. When an alarm
is wrung in on one of these a gong strikes
the number of the box in Sacramento, 100
miles away, and on the different points
where the fire trains are situated.

The forty miles of sheds are constantly
partrolled by men selected for that purpose.
Each man’s beat is less than three miles
long, and it is so arranged that he passes
over it a short time in advance of every
train. The most important of all, however
are the duties preformed by the fire trains,
of which there are three. These trains
consist of an engine and tender and two
flat cars, upon which are mounted immense
boilers filled with water. These boilers
are decked over to afford room for the
crew when at work on a fire. The regular
crew consists ot three men—the engineer,
firemen, and brakeman. But when an
alarm is rung out this is enchanced by
picking up the nearest section gang. Of
these fire trains one is stationed at Blue
Canyon, another at Summit, and a third
at Truckee.

Whenever a partrolman discovers a fire
in a shed he hurries to the nearest box and
turns in the alarm. Instautly the number
is sounded on 4 huge gong in Sicramento
and at fice-train stations. The crew of the
fire train nearest the point of danger spring
to their places anu await orders trom
Sarcamento, At the latter place the train
despatcher seizes hls key and sends his
orders along the road to sidetrack all trains.
A tfew minutes pass and the word comes
flying over the wire that the last train is
out of the way. The despatcher then
strikes the key ‘‘Track clear; box 28;

go.” The engineer seizes toe throttle, the.

sleeves is perfect.
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“Now, I call that a
Stunning Gown.”
Of course it is : all dresses

interlined with the new im-
proved stiffening,

Sponge

are remarkable for their chic.

The skirts hang just right
’ and never become limp nor sag
in the seams, and the set of the

It is also much in vogue for lining flaring capes,

the fashionable sailor coilar, reveres etc., and no matter how closely

gowns are packed for travelling they keep their shape
beautifully if lined with the light
White, slate and FAST black.

Sponge Crépon.

% For Sale by all Dry Goods Dealers.
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fire train moves out on the main track,
starts for the sc n2 where it is to do battle.

The nerves ot cvery man in the crew are
strung to the highest tension, for thes: men
well understand that they are about to make
a run at the rate of sixty miles an hour,
down the side of the mountain and around
the carves so abrupt that it seems almost
impossit le that the engine can stick to the
rails. As the train gathers headway the
engineer begins an incessant blowing of the
big chime whistle with which the engine is
mounted, and whose sound is familia. to
every rai road man in the mountans. At
the first sound of this whistle every one
within hearing springs from the trick and
Lugs the side ot the shed, for he knows that
there is no time for hesitation, and that in
a few momeats the train will bound past
him like a cannon ball.

In 1877, J. A Fillmore, general super-
intendent ot the Southern Pacifi:, had oc-
casion to reprimand ‘‘Jobnny” Fitzgerald
ot the Summit fire train, who is the old: st
fire train engineer in the service, for not
rtuaing iast cnoughi. A few weeks litcr
Mr. Fillmore happ ned to be at the Sum-
mit when an alarm was rung in from Em’-
grant Gap. twenty-two miles away.
thought he would like to make the run, and
so he boarded the engine. “‘Johnny” saw
his opportunity and determined to make
the most of it.
‘‘clear 1track”

were received, *‘‘Johnny

He |
| tra_k walkers, hemmed in, as they are, by

pulled out, aud throwing the throttle wide |

open, let her go.  In less time than it takes
to tell it, the train was running a mile a
minute.

Open places in the sheds a hun- |

dred yards in extent seemed little more |

than flashes of light, and the Cascade
bridges were crossed with such speed that
the train seemed to leap them, as a grey
hound does a fence. Mr. Filmore sat per-
fectly still, except that once or twice he
asked the engineer to test his air. In
twenty-three minutes they had made the

run of twenty-two miles, and when

““obnpy” turned .o look at the superin- |
| or number of the place toward which the

tendent, expecting to get a ripping up the
back, Mr. Fillmore said cheerily, “That’s
the way to go to a fire.”

When the scene of the fire is reached
the train is stationed as near as possible to
the burning timbers, and the battle begins.
The method pursued is the same as is used
by city fire dapartments. Two streams of
water are thrown against the (lames, and it

| Red Top, the name by which the site of
| the little cabin 18 known,

' and crews are athing of the past and old
' railroad men will tel! their younger breth-

| down the mountain side in answer to ths

is rare that the fire is not under control in |

less than tw:nty minutes.
against them the engineer must be careful

not to let his train get too close, and the  ™°
' will bemny years before th: system that

axe and pick men who toss aside the burn-
ing timbers must look alive that the weak-
ened sheds do not tall upon them.

S:zveral years ago a freight train ran in-
to burning sheds so euddenly that the en-
gineer and fireman were compelled to a-
bandon their posts, and before the flames

It the wind is |

|

were extinguished their engines were en-

tirely destroyed. This happened on ac-
count of the fire being in sheds immedi-
ately east of a tunnel. The freight train
with two engines attached, was east bound,
end bad lett the last telegraph station west
of the fi @ b-fore the alirm was soundel.
The engineer of tha head engin: saw tha
flames as he approached th: exit of the
tunnel and reversed his lever, hut, seeing
that it was t~o late to stop, called to the
others, and they jamped. No one was ir-
jured, and the cars were sa\ ed by uncoup-
ling them and running them back.

It has been a number of years since there
has been a fire ot any consequence in the
sheds. The largest fire that ever occured
was in 1878, when 5,000 teet ons mile west
of Summic went up in smoke. Johany
Fi zzerald had only been oa duty one year
then, and he said this was the hottest and
bardest fice be has ever had to fizht, al-
though the burning ot No. 27 woodshed

the following year was nearly as bad.
Daring the intervals between fires in the
summer the trains are used mn wetting

|

As soon as the words | this is the reason that the little cabin was |

| vigil, and at the slightest sign oi fire threat-

down the sheds, so as to reduce as fir as '
possible the chances of their being ignited
by sparks from passing engines. [For this
purpose the fire trains are rigged with
spray nozzles, which completely delage
the interior of the sheds as they steam
slowly througzh them. Tais wetting down
is done two or three tim>s a waek through
the hottest months.

Near Cisco is one of th2 highest moun-
tain ridges on the western slopes of the
Sierra. Oa the typndist point ot this
ridge, at an altitule of n2arly 8,000 feet, :
there isa li:tle cabin, in which a mn, his |
wife and a boy live from the time when the
snow first begins to disappear in the spring |
of the year uatil it reappears in the au-
tamn. This man and boy from the point
of observation which they occupy can see |
thirty-five miles ot snow sheds. They can |
also see the entire stretch of mountain and
valley country from Mount Lyel, in the
Yosemite Valley, away in the south, to
Mount Shan*a, 200 miles to the north. |
Toey can see the lights of a cdozen cities, |
the canons or valleys of as many rivers and |
thirty-seven mountain lakes; but it is for
the purpose of watching the sheds tbat
they occupy the place which they do. The

the sheds, cannot see the fires which may
threaten the structure trom outside, and

built on the top of that mount.in.
Day and night, no matter how stormy
the weather, this man and boy keep their

eaing the sheds a telephone message locat-
ing it is immediately sent to Cisco, from
which place orders are issued to have it ex-

tinzuished. These fires are located from

by means ofa
dial, in the centre of which aa arrow
swings like the needle of a compass. Tte
point ot the arrow is directed toward the
fire, which causes tLe feather end to cover
a marking on the dialindicating the name

arrow points.
The march of progress is so rapid that it
may not be many years betore fire trains

ern of the mad speed with which ¢ Johnny”
Fitzgerald and his conteres used to t2ar

fire alarm. Already the railroad is talking
of putting fireplugs and hose reels through-
out the sheds and of drilling th3 eectioa
hands in the use of ths apparatus, but it

exisis to-day wiil be forgotten, and the
railroad company is itselt convinced tuat
as faras eff:ctiveness is concaraned it could
not be improved upon.—Sain Francisco
Chronicle.

A Female Submarine Dilver,

From Palm Beach, Fla., comes the story
ot a woman 33 years of age, a native of
Jamaica, who has for twenty years been
engaged as a submarine diver. Her hus-
band, Pedro Gomez, came {rom a Spacish
family of sponge divers. While at Fun-
chal, Madeira, in the Canaries, he became
accquainted with an English diver, who
gave him some ideas as to submurin? ex-
ploration under scientific auspices. He
went to Cintral America and met his love
and his business partner of to-day at Colon,
on the isthmus. She fell into his line of
lite easily, and for ten years has done the
batter part of ths hazardous work which he
as a managsr, coatracts for. She carries
less armor than he does, and has invented
a helmet with a system of air pipes that
she anl her husband alone hold the secret
ot. Itis claimed that with this helmet,
securing her breathing conpection w ith the
upper world, she can waader almost at wiil

through a sunken wreck. In a recent in-
tervi w with the editor of a Jacksonville
newspaper she says that in  the course of
1,000 descents to the ocean’s bed within the

| and leisure.
| standing in groups

sh: has< never met a sea monster or any
other fish that would not fly from _the
merest wave of her arm.

SPANISH PEASANTEY.

| They Are Sald to Be Fully a Centary Be-

hind the Rest of the World,

In Spain, a century hchind the rest of
the world. machinery has not been Intro-
duced ; everytbing is done by manual labor
The tillers of the soil often have to go
long distance to the work. Cottages are
few and tar between; the plains are far-

| reaching. They start before daybre:ik and

return after nighttall. Tired with their

| long day the y make a frugal meal and then

to bed. Of home they really see nothing
excepting on Sunday, their only day of rest
Very picturesque they look
about the willages,
dressed in the long cloak that often sils
upon them as gracefully as upon the noble.

Most of the people work in the fields,

| men, women and children, and not infre-

quently overwork themselves into ill health
and shortensd lives. All are simple and
primitive, happy as pecple living under the
sun and a generous climate gererally are
Wisdom has taught them not to expect the
impossible, and they are easly coatented.
Funand lauzhter, a light heart and gy
temperanent are the characteristics of the
dwellers in the plains, healthy lives and
infl1ences which bear good fruit.

As a result of their toil many an acre,
many 2 mile of the plain country will be

seen at certain seasoyns gorgous with tha
yellow flower of the saftcoa. Tais is in
great demand in Spain; no kitchen i3
without a large supply, and itis said to
cause the ugly yellow tinge that often dis-
ticguishes the Spanish features. Other
crops known in the plains are Indian
maiz3 in great abandance, enl garhanzos,
or chick peas. The latter forms almost
the staple food of the peasantry, and is
supposed to have been brouzht into the
country by the Carthaginians. This also
will be found in most of the Spani:h kit-
chens, laying the foundation to many of
their dishes. —London Argosy.

Coming Down the Nile.

Some years ago an Englishman was com-
ing down the river Nile, in Ezypt, ona
larg> boat loaded with grain, and the
birds came off from every village and ate
the grain piled on the deck. The Knglisk-
man asked the Egyptain captain of the
boat, ‘*who owns this grain ?” The Lzypt-
ian captain said, ‘I own it.” Then the
Englishman asked why he let tte birds eat
up the grain. The Egyptian asked the
Englishman, ‘“who made the birds?” The
Englishman answered “*(vod,” The Egypt-
ian asked ‘‘whether grain was a food which
God intended birds to eat;’ the KEnglish-
man said “it was.” Th> Egyptian said
¢ can the birds sow and raise the grain for

themselves 7 The Englishman said *‘they
cannot.” Then said the Egyptian *‘let
them eat. God has provided enough for

both them and us.”

PERHAPS
YOU'RE THINKING

of Autumn clothes. Your Spring
ones it cleaned or dyed will be just
the thing. Ot course they must
be done up well, and that’s the
reason you should send them to
UNGARS. Nothing is slighted
there, but everything receives the
care and attention necessary to

satisfying the public.

UNGAR'S LAUNDRY and DYE WORKS

88-70 Barringto

Halifax, N. 5.

2.l V1. Sty

St. John,!N. B.

ten years that she has been in the business,
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