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HOW TO RIDE BAREBACK.

SOME ADVENTURES IN THE LIFE
OF CHAMPION FISH.

ba Rlders—A
Pusiness is
Mishap

How Boys are Traloned to
First-Class] Horse for the
Practically Invaluable— Fish's
While Dolng a *“‘Twister ™

Charles W. Fish, the chimpion bare-
‘back rider ot the world, dicd at Chicago a
tew days ago.

Fish was probably the best known rider
1n the world, and held the championship
tor years, doing miny remarkiole leats
which the younger men in the prof:ssion
never excelled. He was born in Pailadel-
phia in 1839. He came of good old stock.

Le following interview with him, publish-
-ed in Philadelphia in 1830, will be inter-
esting at thjs time, especia'ly to circus
men and lovers ot the tent show:

“What is necessary, Mr. Fish, to be-
come a first-class pertormer ?”

““Well, there are a good many things
necessary. To climb to the top ot the
tree—or on the back of the borse, properly
—a child’s traming, boy or g rl, should be-
gin at the age ot 5 ur G, not later than 7
or 8 years anyhow. The first steps are t,
give the body that elasticity so essential,
and this is done by practising all kinds of
tumbliag on the ground. ‘Somersaults,
backward and torwacd, band springs or
flip-flaps, in tact, all that tumblers do in a
circus. When a boy becomes thoroughly
proficient in this sort ot thing, the next
step is to put him on the back of a horse

and teach him how to keep his balance.
There are two ways of doing this to keep
a juvenile from mastering it at tie risk of
a broken neck. One is by the ‘mechanie,’
a modern invention, by which the rider is
hald suspended in the airif he leaves the
horse's back while going around the ring.
The other is to have a rope attiched to the
boy's waist which passes throuzh a ring oa
the side of th: pad. the end Seing held by
the teacher. Assoon as the boy begins to
topple and is seen to be going, {a strong
pull on the rope brings him up against the
side of the horse, and keeps him there until
he can clamb:r back again. This is the
better way. In the end it gives a youth
more confidence in himself, and enables
him to keep his balance much longer.
That is, I think so. I learned thit way.
The ‘mechanic’is a recent invention, and
those who learn by its aid lack that cer-
tainty and precision essential to first-class

protessional riding.

I begen riding when I was nine years
-old, at Spaulding & Rogers’s old circus in
Cincinnati, in 1848, but ['ve been all over
the world since that. No, my family were
not professional people. I yearned to be-
come a rider the first time I ever saw a
circus, like nine'y-nine out of every bun-
dred boys in America. Boys here are
picked up anywhere and everywhere. It
is different in IFurope. Circuses there—

and nearly every large city has one six or
eight months in the year—give a per-
manency to their people, and parents have
such a chance to train their children prop-
perly for the business. It is not so here.

‘*American male riders are the best in
the world. but we look for the Lest lady
riders in Kurop2. In Kurope I have known
Frenchmen, Englishmen, and Spaniards to
be billed as the ‘Great American Horse-
man.” Some of these men never saw this
side of the Atlantic. I'he circus takes a
much higher place in Earope thin it does
here, ranking next to grand opera. Its
patrons are the officers, nobility and gentry,
many of them baving their private boxes or
hiring reserved seats by th= season. Thera
is no reason why the riders theie should
be better toan Awericin riders from tha
fact that they are s'’x months in a place at
a time, and learn to know their ring tho-
roughly. That is a more important matter
than it seems at first sight. A foot differ-
ence makes a very serious matter. The ring
is usually 42 feet in diameter, snd a rider
counts on that. A single foot larger or
small:r makes it necessary for the por-
formers to strike a different angle. inclin-
ing more inward as the ring gets smaller,
and more perpendicularly it its dimensions
are increased. Charles Reed and the
Cookes—dJohn Henry and Harry Welby—
are the best American barebact riders
that I know ot in Europe at present. Yes,
bareback riding is the most diflicult, of
course. A pad rider generally requires
four or five years' hard practice pareback
before he can be trusted tor a clean finished
performance. You see, on pad riding a
man dosen’t have to take into account the
horse's backbone or the curve of the back.
It is perfectly level on a pad, and just so
much easier. A great deal depends on
the horse.

“Value ? Well, a first-class horse is not
for sale at any price. You see, a horse
that becomes just what is wanted to such
men as Robinson, Melville, or myss!t, can-
not be ieplaced for any money, You've
got to use a horse three or four vears be-
fore vou can depend upon him with absolute
certainty. Reputation, living—Ilite itselt—
depend upon a bareback rider having un-
der him a horse on which he can positively
depend to be just at the right place at the
right time. 'I'he swerving of an inch, the
quickening or slowing of the pace to the
halt length of a hoot, may mean a broken
arm, perhaps a broken neck. Realize the
danger? Why, of course we do. I've had
a horse stumble on me when I was halt way
up in a somersault, and before I got down
1could realize that 1 was in danger of
never getting up alive. It only cost me a
fractured arm, however, whichis all right
now. .

““The most critical moment in my lile
was while I was doing a ‘twister’ in 1875.
James Robinson and myselt were with
Montgomery Quezn’s circus, on our way
overland from San Francisco. We were
billed as the rival champions, and at Mus-
kegon, Mich., on the 16th ot August, I
first did the ‘twister.” Now I'll tell you
what it is. There are three banners held
very close together. As I ride with my
1ece to the first I jump, pirouette, and

come down again face forward ; ins‘tantly up
again—for it must bedone in an instant—
and half pirouette over the second, thus

[ »gain alight, then, quick as a flish. up
and turning 4 somersault, twist my body
around when in the air 80 a8 to reverse my
position, ard when [ alight on my feet
having my head 1n front—as the horse
goes. | bat practised it on the ground
tor ton  years, but on a bare-
hack hwse it's a very different alfair.
We were in Detroit. and among the audi-
ence were J. M French and a number of
other prominent circus men. All were
anxious to see the ‘twister.” The ring was
wet and in bad condition, and I had only
anout one third of the circle to work .
Three, four, five times I tried it and failed.
‘T'he sixth time. with every nerve strurg to
its utmost tension, with my teeth firmly set
and my hinds clenched, I was determined
to succeed. The audience rose almost en
masse with excitement, and cries of ‘Well
done, anyhow ; don't try it again,” madden-
ed me. The first step was all right, so
was the nex’; but as [ left for the final
gpring the horse stumbled slightly. Itwas
too late: I was up in the »ir and came
down with a terrific crash, head and
shoulders. just dislocating my elbow. I
didn’t do the ‘twister’ just tnen.”

““Ever try it again ?’

““Oa, yes,” was the winding-up sentence
of the interview. **[ do it now.”

GLADSTONE IN REUVIREMENT.

His Views as to the New Woman anil
Other Matters of Interest.

‘I should like so much,” I implored,
**to hear how Mr. Gladstone passes his diys
jast the programme of one of the days
which telleth another.” Tae Grand Old
Man smiled. And it is something to have
lived for, to have seen him smils. Itis as
though a rare poreelain lamp were sulden-
ly illuminated with a clear radiance within,
so white is the livid tace, so briliant the
deep-set eyes.

If you aresreally good enough to be in-
terested in so small a thing,” he said, *it
is easily told, and in a few words. Daring
our trip abroad the physician's orders were
merciless. DBreakfast was to be taken in
bed, at the late hour of half past eight.
All necessity for such a lazy habit of lite

about half past seven, attend morning ser-
vice at the villags church, to which, as it is
scarcely a mile away, we usuilly walk.
After that we breaktast, although, I am
ashamed to say, I have sometimes ot late
felt the necessity for a cup of teaor coflze,
which is kindly given m= at the r:ctory if I
require it. I do not know that I would re-
commend the habit, but I am myself very
fond of reading a book as I dr:ss in the
morning. It was thus that I read a’conple
of months ago, the lif: ot Prof. Owen, with
extrem2 enjoym2n’ and {profis. I have
found my pleasure in some attempts at lit-
erary labor, and therefore I can scarcely
refer to it as work when [ say that I jspent
some hours before luncheon in writing. 1
am at present engaged upon a new edition
of Bishop [Batler, who, to my
mind, was one the  noblest
men and wisest writers who ever blessed
the earth with hisinfluence. This work,
it I must call it so, has brightenel my few
holidays for the past ten years. I have
heard that another book on much the
same lines will soon be ready for public-
ation, probatly before my own can possibly
see the light, but I do not for this reason
allow myselt to be discoarged. I shall
persevere until the end is reached.”

“You sometimes read novels, do you
not, Mr. Gladstone ?” one of us asked.

“Yes, I allow myselt som= light reading
usually each diy, after dinner. I think
the two, perhaps, which have seemed to
me the most worthy of reflection during
the past year have been ‘Ejther Waters
and *The Year of Jubilees.” DBoth seemed
to me strong and able works, which ought
to live, when many of their contemporaries
are forgotten.”

‘It is wonderful that you find time to do
so much,” I said, amaz:d.

*‘Perhaps 1t is because he is so punctual,
and expects evarybody else to be so,”
smiled Mrs. Gladstone. *“lle is always
ready for everything and does everything
vry quickly. For instance he can dress
for dinner, quite fully, in less than five
minutes. I cannot myself conceive how
he does it, though I am not one to waste
much time, or encourage others to waste
it, on personal adornment.”

“‘I wonder if we may dire to ask wheth-
er you ever glance at any of the —er—
pictorial representations ot yourself in the
newspapers and magazines?" [ asked,
trembling.

“‘Caricatures, you men,” be said, smiling
again. ““Well, you see one cannot do
everything, especially so old a man as I,
and so, as | must give up something, 1
have of late years given up the newspapers
almost entirely. liven when I do make an
exception to my general rule by readiag
one, I find other subjects far more interest-
ing than what may have chanced to be said
of me. But I fear that Mrs. Gladstone
does sometimes look to see how the jour-
nals have represented me. I think, at one
time, she had even gone so tar as to make
a small collection of sketches, with what
object I am somewhat divided in opinion.
However, I am quite sure that she has
ceased so to amuee herselt long ago.”

“Do you ever go to the theatre, Mr.
Gladstone P I asked.

I seldom find myself equal to or inclin-
ed for theatre-going of late, but I cannot go
so far as to say that I have given it up. I
confess, hoquer. that a quiet game of
backgammon in the evening, when I bave
laid aside a book, has for me a great charm.
It is a game which can scarcely be excelled
by any modern invention—assuredly not
superseded.”

“Will you tell me what is your favorite
study P” I enquired, emboldened by his
good nature.

““T'here are many answers which I might
be tempted to give to such a question,”

of

replied Mr. Gladstone. ¢ Yet the one which

bringing my back to the horses head, when |

his now passed away, however. ,We rnise |
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Gilt and oak frame.
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bv our carriers, or by mail tree ot charge. S——

g2 Mr. D. L. ASPINWALL has no longer charge of this department, and all orders, and any communication shou Id b,
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I would regard afterwards with the wmost
satisfaction would be —theology. It has
been the study of my life, though I am at
eighty-five but on the threshold, as a
learner. Over that threshold, [ may only
pass with death.”

I was wondering, knowing what a
linguist Mr. Gladstone is, whether he
would not mention the stuly of languages.
But evidently he did not care to rank it
with theology. And so, without question-
ing him further on that subjct, I ventured
hastily to ask what was his opinion of the
“New Woman" and the stir she 1s creating
in the world. :

“] am too old a wan,” be return:d, ‘“to
have an opinion of any kind on the ‘New
Woman,’ as [ consider that the exponznt
of certain doctrines is erroneously styled.
My ideal woman has not altered in the past
threescore years aud ten, and I may aflirm
positively that it is not probable she will
do so 1n the time that is left.”

Wonderful Electrical Demonstration.

Prince Henry of Prussia stood the other
day with tongues of flame more than a yard
long shooting forth from his hands in quiv-
ering zig-zmwgs, accompanied by incessant
cracilings. It was in the lecture-room of
the scientific society, Urania, at Berlin. He
had offered himselt up as a subject to Pro-
fessor Spies to demonstrate the fact that

alternating electric currents of high power

and great frequency passed throuzh a hum-

anbody. far from causing death, produce no
ill-effects.  The Prince declared that he
felt no inconvenience whilst Professor Spies
was passing throuzh his boly a discharge
of 100,000 alterna‘'ions a second with a
tension of 100,000 volts.

THAT ACHING HEAD

What Causes it and How Overcoms®.

How often the remark ““Oh, my head
aches,” and there are so many varieties of
aches and pains the head is subject to all
along the line trom the dull and heavy and
oppressed fecling over the eyes to the
persistent, racking and torturing misery of
Sick Headache. The cause 1s in  most
cascs the sime, the overflow of poisonous
uric acid is not extracted from the blood bv
th: Kidneys, and accumulating in the blood
causes high and irregular pulse, headaches,
mental depression, nausea Chase’s K.& L.
Pills tons and restore the Kidneys, execre'e
poisonous matter from the blood, sending it
on its way pure and health-giving, curing
Headache, and removing all the attending
symptoms from its wake. Mrs. G. Bird,
Harriston, Ont., while attending the 1894
¥all Exhibition at Toronto was tiken very
ill with Sick Head-ach2 and dizziness. She
was subject to these attacks for years, com-
pelling her to take to her bed. In this

case by using Chase’s Pills reliet was immed-
iately obtained, and the usnal days of misery
and prostration avoided. Thousands of such
cases can be referred to where Chase's Pills

have cured Sick Head-ache and its attand- |
Of all |
| 13 the financier of the tamily.

ant symptoms. 25 cents a box.
dealers, or by addre:sing Edmanson, Ba‘es
& Co., 45 Lombard Street, Toronto.

Woman’'s Rights in Alaska,

Alaska is essenti:lly a woman's country.
He is ‘boss’ there without the shadow ol a
doubt. It there is a political meeting to
be held the wite tells her busband to go
and ca’'ch some fish or do up the chores;
then she sees to it that two or three dogs
are lett where they can get at the supper
dishes, and off she goes to piss upon the
aff sirs of state, atter having carefully locked
the doors ot the house. \When she returns
the knows that her good mn will be pa-
tiently waiting for her and that the dogs
will hav: the dishes clvaned. To the Alas-
kan mind this method of clsaning dishes

saves a lot of bother, but it has its draw-

backs to the average American, esp3cially
it oneis urged by the lady ot ths house,
who may happen to meet you on her way
home, to take dinner with her. The men
are absolutely ruled by the wom-n. Ior
instance, a certain woman’'s hushand desires
to take a cance and go fishing. You
would naturally suppose that all there
would be about it would be to have his lines

| plammed it to me,

|in order, jaump into & canoe and paddie

L away.
" her permission, then get the consent of bis

Buat he must first ask bis wite for

mother-in-11w and ot all bis wi'e’s female
relations within reach. ‘That programme
holds good in every cise. The wite, too,
She always
carries the porketbook, and th+ husbind
cannot spnd one cent unless she knows
just what i* is for, and then she uses ber
own jadgment, a3 one of them raively ex-
whether she gives bum
anything or n>t.  More than that, after he
has made a purchasejit is his bounden dary
to report to the head’ ot the house, and he

does 1t without fail ' 58§

A tatwo. d English Lady.

Lady Randolph Churchill is the only wom-
an ia the English peerage who can boast of
having been tattooed — The operation wos
p rormed when travelling in India, and
was suggested by noticing the process being
done hy a British soldier on a sailor. She
had the ar ist brought before her, and ask-
ed for some desizns. He suggested the
symbol of cternity— a snate holdmg bis
tail in its mouth. Lady Churchill liked it,
and the resut, according to hearsay, 1s a
beautifully executed snake coiled round the
arm ahove the wrist. Asarule,’ a broad
@old band covers it, but personal friends
have seen! it, and heard tee story of the
tattooing. 1.1.8 +.1.Y ...i.8 )




