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IS NOT A STAR CHAMBER.

BOSTON SCHOOL MEETS WITH WIDE
OPEN DOORP?,

The People Pay the Money and Have a
Rigat tothe Laformatior=N)» Peivilege is
Abused by tho Press—~Che Experiscace of
the Pollce Commissioners,

Boston, Auguast 13- Toat it should be
necessary to kick up any great amount of
dust in order to have the meetings of the
St. Jobn school board made open to the
press is somewhat surprising to people in
this part of the world, where the war
against star chimber sessions ol every
kind was waged loag ago, and is renewed
with evea greater vigor wkea aa alvocate
of such proceedings happens to get iato
office.

The Boston s:hool board is as large a
body as the St. John city council. and it
has as much, it not mors, business to trans-
act. Its wmeetings are attended by the
public and are reporteJ in the newspapers
as religiously as the meetings ot the board
of aldermen. There is no secrecy ;about
them. All business of any ixnportanceﬁi;
transacted in public. The members do
not get together and ta'k over educational
matters as they would a tva soiree in their
own parlors, such as they do in St. John,
it [ am to form an opinion from the state-
ments of one member ot the board.

Nobody knows what is dcne in those
meetings. I remember going to the sec-
retary manv times, son e years ago, alter
the meetings were over and sit ing down
while he di:tated just what he wanted
printed and nothing more. If the reporter
asked any questions he was quietly but
firmly told th.t was all, that nothing else
had been done, notwiths’anding the fact
tbat all that hal been given out did not
make more than a few inches of reading
matter and the board had betn in session
all afternoon.

There is nothing in which the pcople
are, or should be, more interested than the
public schools. Thereis nothing about
which they should be more fully intormed,
and ¢o long as the members of the school
board contiiut to meet in secret session, 80
must they be looked upon with suspicion
long by the public. Everything may be all
right and the effairs ot ti e board conducted
with the greatest ability and reg r1 for the
piblic wellare, but the people will never
accept an excuce for secret session.

Oue of the reasors I see advanced for
not acmitting the press is that there are
discuss‘ons in regard to the qualifications
of teachers that shculd not appe: r in print,
There is not a newspaper man in St. John
who docs not hcld the same view in regard
to these discussions, and it 18 nonsense to
say that the papers would think ot publish:
ing 1them, except in a case where som: thing
of 1mportance was invelved.

[ donot know whether the St. John
board is divided vp into committees, but
suppose it is, and in that event ull these
minor Ci:cussions which would not look
well in print mu.t nec ssarily be consider-
ed in committee, as the y are in other places.
But the public skould be admittcd to ¢li
sessions where final action is taken on
matters concerning the public sclools. .

TLe police commission ot Boston held
chamber sessions for many years, vet by
some strange chance the newspapers al-
ways lound out and printed all that wont
on behind the closed docr:.

Owing to the d:fliculty in getting the
news 1t became of more importance, and i
it was not elways correct tew could be
found wto woull condemn the newspapers
fcr the mistakes they made. The people
believed they had a right to know w! at was
being done by public scrvants and they ap-
preciated the off ris of the newspapers to
keep them intormed.

The present chairman of the police board,
one of the most prog: essive and energetic
men holding oflice in this city, and who

accomplished more in one year than his
prececessors did in five, was 1in tavor, of
public hearings from the moment he took
cflice, and despite the protests of tLe ma-
jority of the board be finally succeedcd, in
carrying his point. The result has not been
detrimenr tal ‘o the best interests of the de-
partment, and the people are beginning to

_realize that police board hcarings are not

such horrible things as they weie led to
suppose when the stir chamber rule was in
force and all was surrounded by “mystery.

Those who are most determined in [their
opposition t> newspaper publicity seem , to
forget that a paper s more than a private
enterprise, that before it becomes worthy
of ccn ideration it must first become the
representative of the people, to give the
mp]e what they want, and look out for
their interests.

The days when a newspaper was the
organ of one man or set of men are gore
forever. The publisher who tries to use
his paper for private exds cannot make it
a success. Kverything depends on circu-
lation, and circulation is the people. With
it tke publisher can make money and have
ir fluence, but the moment he be,ins to
use_that ir fluence for priv.te ends ¢nd
ceases to care for the public welfare that
moment he loses his all.

The people take an interest in the news-
paper. They watch them much closer
than is genera'ly supposed, and anybody
who has ever had anything to do with” both
the editorial and news ends of a paper
will bear me out in this statement.

Men tuch as make up the majority of the

St. John scuiol board perbaps do not
realizs this, Yet after all it is a fact that
the newspaper is the nothing short of the
public, and if the people can be trusted
tha newspapers cerfainly can.

The newspapers ot Canada have not tbg
inflaence of those in the United States and
the principal reason for this is because in
Canada the newspaper in most cases is
looked upon as an organ. If there was
more public spirit in the Canadian press it
would have less need for government
“pap.” As it is now that seems to be the
chief end in life of the mojority of Cina-
dian publishers. The people recognize
tLis and are lukewarm. ‘When they fiad a
paper that shows some interest in their
welfare aside from pacty sotitics, they sup-
port it.

The great reason for the lack of nfl12nce
on the part of the S:. Jolin papers strikes
me as being due to the fact taat they do
not work fora common interest. They
ara governed by a spirit ot petty j2alously,
which, so long as it contipues, will enable
such men as compose the schocl board to
do as they please without regard to, the
press or the public.

The American press has had to fight for
all it now has, and it has brought about the
present con 'ition ot affaies| by united ef-
tort. No matter what partv a paper be-
longs to, no mztter what cause it espouses,
no matter if the minazement is at logger-
heads with the inesteemed contemporary,
politically or personally, whzn the dignity
or rights of the press are assailed all the
papers are united and they fight until they
win.

Down in New Jersey last week some
kind ot a judge compellel a reporter,
under danger of  being -, committed
tor cortzmpt, to print ncthing
of the proceedings of a railroad row
that had found its way into the courts,
and if that particu'ar judge is not feeling
sour on himself the newspapers of New
Jersey, without exception, without regard
to party, creed, political or personal likes
or disl:kes, huve fai'led in the greatect
cffort of their existence.

They recogniz: that something they
fought for ycars ago is now in danger and
that it is hard to regain a point once lost.

Mr. John C. Miles, the St. John artist
has been in Boston for some wecks meeting
old friends, and seeing the sights. He
lived in Eoston years ago, and many of his
pictures are tre:sured by people who are
recogn zed as critics in the art world. Mr.
Miles, while sabscribing to a certain extent,
to the guneral sentiment, that ‘'Boston is
the only place on eartb,” is sirongly ot the
opinion that 1n no section cf the contirent
can the admirer of the beauti/ul in natu:e
find more to his | king, or the artist more
subj cts for his pencil and brush than the
provinces.

Mr. Jecstph S Wetmore, brother of
Mre. E. J. Wetmore of St. John, but for
many years a resicent ot Boston, died at
his home 1n Kast Boston, last week ard a
number ot relatives from the provinces
came up to attend tbe funeral.

R. G. LARSEN.

TUNELESS BIBDSINTHE OPEN.

Swift Swallows at Thelr Daily Work, and
Spirit-like Humming Birds,

Now that the earilest golden rods Lave
shown their powdered glory to the sun, and
ell the fields are broidered with milky car-
rot blossoms and a dczen other flowers in
blue and geld and pink and purple, it is
pleasart to stand upon the e’ge of a Lloomy
fi.1d and watch the conduct of the tuneless
birds in the open.

Busiest and swiftest of all are the swal-

lows. It is a lesson in the pace of moticn
to stand and watch their low skimming,
noiseless flight as they wheel and turn and
tilt just above the blossoms, weaving, as it
were, in their flight, an intricate p:ttern.
HitLer and you they go like tiny slant'ng
crosstows, their flight from end to end of
the ficld, row level as though marked with
a surveyor's in:trument, now gyrating in a
d« z-n plains, as tke birds shoot upward or
downward, following, as it seems, some
current of west wnda'r. To watch the
play of swallows abcve a stream or lske
1s to be halt mad wih envy of the bird’s
power to inhabit the air and follow the
windings of its irvisible currents. The
swallow’s fligl t nowadays is not as its earlier
summer fl\ght, but it is still the most grace-
ful of all bird motion. One almost refuses
to believe that the swallow's flight is a
sordid chase of insect food and not merely
an expression of his joy in living.
Humming birds, most spirit-like of wing-
ed things save, perhaps, the gayer butter-
fly, from classic times the emblem of the
soul, or those rose-pink moths one finds
now and then on these days snugly tucked
in the calix of a flower, still make their
dainty feasts upon nasturtiums and coral
honeysuckles. Trusting to their speed of
wing, they are the most fearless of birds.
You may sit still beside a box of blooming
plants and see the wonders of the humming
bird's irrdescent back or the t:agic beauty
of his ruby throat. The humming bird
must weight some fraction ot an ounce, if
one may judge from the way in which he
clings to the petal of a nas(urium without
snapping the fragile stem of the flower.
He loves to coma toward dusk, and gets
perbaps a special sweetness from blossoms
bearing the earliest dew. As his tiny
body disappears in the distan e and the
bum of his wings dies upon the air, one
can hirdly imagme him going to roost
like a crow or any cther gross-winged
creature. One prefers to believe his
seeming body, but the temporary aspect
of & soul that returns to hcaven at night-
fall, disembodied of its apparent outward
sc!t.  There is a very beautiful velvety
insect that looks like a tiny humming
bird, and loves to haunt the splendid
purp'e tutt of the twistle, blooming nowa-
days in silken glory. Both bird and in-
sect dwell within the outskirts of the un-
real, beflling and stimu'ating the in-
ag'nation with bints of the supernatural.

—N. Y. Sun.

DANGER TO THE NERVES.

VARIOUS DISORDERS CAUSED BY
SPEOIAL OCCUPATIONS.

The Relation of My larn Labd)r to Many of
the Diseases of the Nervous System -
Certaln Eftacts of Maaay of the Ordinary
Branches of Induacting.

Prof. Leonardo Cognetti di Martiis of
the University ot Tuarin discourses the
relation of labor to nervous diseases. The
article is mainly’ directed to showing thet
each occupation, mechanical or intel-
leetual, has its peculiar nervous disease,
and begins by discussing the peri's to the
nerves of open-air workers.

Lightning is one of these. Not "only
does it kill twenty-two persons annually
in Kagland and seventy-one in France, but
it leaves with shattered nerves many who
escape death from the stroke. So of
electricity used in virious industries. A
severe shock from «lectricity is always
liable to produce important nervous
changes in the victim. The malarial
fevers of which many open-air ' work-
ers, especielly agricultural laborers,
are exposed are tollow.d in many cases
by severe nervous disorders, and there
is a true rural paralysis resulting
trom these favors. Tetanus, which is com-
moner among the azriculturists than else-
where, because the germ that produces the
disease is often found in swampy ground,
is followed by shocking nervons manifes-
tations. Suastroke otte 1 le wves its victim
a prey to painful nervous disorders, and
the peasant in the open fi 11s, under the in-
tense light ot the summer sky, cften suffers
from nervous efilictions of the ¢ye and
more serious disturbances.  Reflacted
light, as from snow, sometimes produces
the familiar snow blindness, a nervous
affection of the eye. It was once epidemic in
southern Russia after a March snow stoim.
One form of the disturbance makes the
victim practically blind toward sunset and
after nightfall. Foundrymen are subject
to this form of the disease.

Miners, frem an opposite cause, have
painful nervous affections of the eye, ac-
companied with strange illusions, such as
the apparent swaying back and forth of
ot ject in tke field of vision. Miners work-
ing in mountain shafts have the so-called
mountains sickness, accompanicd by head-
ache, writhing of the body, hesitancy of

movement, heart affections, nausea and |

vomiting, sometimes followed by iusensi-
bility, delirium. and coma. All these
manifestations are to be ascribed, in parc
at least, to the rarefication of oxygen.
Aeronauts have the same trouble. IKven
worse are the nervous disorders that
attack men who continue under high at-
mospheric pressure. The voice becomes
metallic, utterance i1s difli:ult, and in the
case of some sounds impossible ; hearing is
impaired, muscles are knotted, and smell
and taste are sometimes lost, while the
laborer handles his tools with difficalty.

Seasickness is a nervous :ffection that has
a remarkable medical history and tfor which
no satisfactory remedy has been found.

Ncurasthenia in many forms is the ¢nemy
of intellectual workers. 'The modern
school often brings childrea to epilepsy
and St. Vitus's dance. Stammering some-
times comes from ment:] overwork, and,
while a large proportion of chbildren enter
school with sound eyes, near-sight is quick-
ly developed and is found to increase re-
gulerly as the child advances from class to
clase.  With this comes an actual weaken-
ing of the visual power at all distances.
Ileade che, uncertainty of physical move-
ment, sudden alternations of hot and cold,
insomnia, and fleeting hallucinations are
some of the resuits of too much mental
labor in the case of cLildren.

Business men engeged in speculative
cccupations are su' ject to neurasthema,
that manitests itselt in the lcss of the
power of mental application. Madness
oftens follows.

Liabor-saving machinery bas resulted in
making workmen work harder then cver
with their nerves, and in severe nervcous
disorder among those wko tend machines.
The spced ot modern machinery seems
limited only by the power of the human
attendant, end a constant strain of atten-
tion at a monotonous occupation tends to
mental breakdown.  Pain and cramp
of the muscles, accompanied by forms ot
neuralgia, are some of the disturbances
that efllect the modern mechanical
worker, driven by the pressure of
nis inacimate fellow worker. The
intense preoccuption and grest m n-
ual speed of the piano plajer often pro-
duces paresis. Clarionet players have
spasms of the tongu°.  Sewing machine
makers, telegre phers, cigarmakers, button-
makers, and others required to maintain
high speed at their work are subject to like
nervous disturbances immediately affect-
ing the part of the body especially under
strain, but extending to othcr parts.
Dentist’s leg is a paralytic affection ot
peris kept long under pressure. DParalysis
of the lamu er comes to the man that has
one arm constantly plving a tool of the
striking kind. It «flc ts the right arm,
and the right eye is often sympathetically
affected. Iven the speech is impaired.

The protessional bicyclist is subject to
shocking nervous maladies. Two pheno-
mena are specially marked in his case, ex-
cessive weariness and a mental or perhaps
moral deterioration that makes him easily
subject to suggestion. There is progressive
loss of the power of attention, of critical
sense, of judgment, and of all the higher
psychic manitestations. The professor evi-
dently has some doubt as to the advisabil-
ity ot bicycling for women, save in very
moderate fashion.

Persons accustomed to use the voice a
great deal are subject to laryngeal spasms.
Watch-makers and others using strong
magnifying glasses bccome near-sighted.
Workers amid strong odors, pleasant or
otherwise, lose the sense of smell, as others
lose that of hearing in noisy occupations.
The mechanic workers more subject to

omnibus and strect-car conductors, fruit
sellers, peripatetic ven lers, totacco dealers
and workers, chemiste, druggists, sewing-
machine workers, stationers, booksellers,
printers, lithographers and makers of fire-
works.

The Professor's list of employments in
which the raw material or the finished pro-
duct is deleterious to health and cspecially
irjurious to the nerves of the worker in-
cludes gas making, coke burning, dyna-
mite manufacturing, brandy makng, tan-
ning, well digging, chemical works ot vari-
ous sorts, working in the more vclatile
metals, and a dczen other occupations.
The nervous injury extends all the way
trom slight affections of some single organ
to loss ot essential powers, mental and
physical. Some of the peculiar poisons
thus absorbed into the system produce in
some victims a tendency to foolish gayety,
in others sleepiness, dulness, loss of mem-
ory, impairment ot sight and hearing, and
convulsions. Men employed in some
chemical works lose sensitiveness of skin
ard are consequently unable todo any
delicate menual task. 7The vapor of pe:-
roleum constantly inhaled has a narecctic
cffect. Finally, men exposed to violent
shock, such as often comes to railway em-
ployees, are likely to suffer from severe
nervous changes, attending at timcs with
impairment of vision or with gencral ner-
vous breakdowr, superinduccd in part, no
doubt, by the constant nervous strain of
their responsibility.

A Land Without Animals,

Japan isa land without the Comestic
anim:ls. It is this lack which stiit es the
stranger so forcibly in locking upon Ja-
panese landscapes. Tuere are no cows—
the Jap:nese neither c¢rink mlk or eat
meat. There are but tew horses, and
these are imported mainly for the use of
forcigners. The froight carts in city streets
are pulled and pushed by coolies, and the
pleasurs cairiages are drawn by men.
There are but few dogs, andthese are
neither used as watch dogs, beasts of
bvrlen, norin hunting, ¢xcept by for-
eigners.

There are no sheep in Japan, and wool
is not used in clothing, silk and cctton
being staples. There are no pigs—pork
is an unknown aiticle of diet, and lard is
not used in cooking. There are no goats,
or mules, or donkeys. Wild animals
there ere, however, and in particular bears
of enormous size. One of these Mr.
Finch saw, stuffed, in a museum, he des-
cribes &8 **big asan ox.” DBesides another
stuffed museum bear is perserved, in ¢l-
cohcl, the mangled body of a child the
bear had just eaten before being killed.

War, of course, is acquainting the
Japenese with the use of animals. Tke
army has cavalry horses, and others to
drag the field guns. The Empress, also,
n obvious imitation of European royal-
ties, 1s an expert horsewoman, and saddle
| horses are kept for her use.—New York
| Recorder.

Explaining a Brand.

Shopper—Is the color in these stockings
fast ?

Salesman—Oh, my, yes! Gonuire cld
maid’s wedding.

*Old maid’s wedding ?”

““Yes'm. It never comes off.”

WANTED

Seven Bright Men

for fwo or three months for a personal canvass on a
scmi-polit cal issue. From $60 to $150.00 per month,
accordine o the volume and value of reports. Ad-
dress for fu!l information.

FOLITICAL BIOGRAPHER,
DRAWER 29,

BRANTFORD, OAT.

Yonng  Womes and  Men

or older ones, if still young in sp’rit, of nndoubted
character, good taikers, amhbiions and indusirious,
can find employment in a good cause, with $60 00
per month, and upwards, according to ability,

Rev. T. 8. LiNscorr, Brantford, Can

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

There’'s one good school—Snell’s College
Shorthard Writers

Are wanted. The work is pleasant;
likewise tLe good salary. A speed of 100
words a minute leakned in 3 months.
This prepares for cffce work. Informa-
tion [ree.

S A, SNELL.

ME TO TAKE ORDERS in every town and

eity; no delivering; good wages from
stari; pay weekly; no capital rcquired; work year
round. GLEN Bros., Rochester, N, Y.

Truro N S

M‘ El SCIS. ORS fHARPENER. Price 25

cents. Tuke wne sharpener with the
points of the Scissors, pass them very lightly over
the Sharpener orce, so they will be wide op+n
then try them. If once does not have the desired
cflect, repeat, trying them e.ch time.

WA"T[ HELP-~Reliable men in every lo-

cality (local or travelling)) to in-
troduce a new discovery #nd keep our show cards
tacked up on trees, fences and bridges throughout
town and couatrv. Steady employment. Commis-
sion or salary, $65 per month and expenses, and
mone¢y deposited in any bavk when started. For
articulars write The orld Med. Electric Co.,
. O. Box 221, London, Ont., Canada. 6 8-3mos

HOTO Outfits and materials,
Kodaks and Cameras
from $5 to $100. Practical Informa-
tion ensuring success, free. »ave
time and money by consulting us
RoseErTsoN Paoro SuppLy Co., Mas
onic Building, St. John, N. B,

T‘MPS For Hand Printing,
Banks, Railways, Man.
ufr’s and Merchants supplied. Lin.

n Markers, Moenograms, Stencils,
Seals, ete.,, w0 order ROBERTSON
PRINTING STaMP WORKS, St. John,

" c at Rothesay for sale or to reat
n Es lnE for the Summer months. Thp
pleasantly situated house known as the Titus proa
erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sty
tion and wi*hin two minutes walk of the Kennebe.
casis Ren.: eazsonable. Apply to H. G. Fenety.
Bar=ster-at-Law, 2ugsley Building. 246~

" TEun PHOTOGRAPHERS. Printing
‘ ‘ and general finis for amateurs.
eavelopers, Toming and fixing solutions for saie
LuverN_Proro StUuDto, 38 Charlotte St., St. John

nervous diseases are carters, coachmen,
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DODGES

They Grip the Shaft.

Use No Other.

PATEINT

ood Split Pulleys.

WITH PATENT BUSHING SYSTEM.

Highest Award at Worli's Columbian Exposition, 1893,
Every Pulley is Split and Built tor Double Belt.

Simple and Quick to Adjust and Run Perfectly True in thewr c'r:umference.
The Present System of Manutacture the Resalt of Thirteen Yesrs’ Experience.
The “Dodge” is Perfection and Everybody knows it.

Because itis well made, with
Oven, 6 x 8in. Holes and is a Handy, all
round Range.

86068 O
W. H. THORNE & Co., wmm.
MARKET SQUARE, JOIIN,
.k -
\\ Your attention is directed to our

- “Model
Art

Range.”

Because it is the surest worker in the

large

Because it is low in price and withiu
the reach of all classes.

E=mERsoN & F=1SHER.

i

.« FHHE FINEST....

5¢. Cigar and Cigarette
Ever offered to the Public. Just Try it.

\N\VWWWWM

FORTIER’'S

[ A FAYETTE

»

Bre ch and Muzzle Looading Guns, Rifles, -
('a ‘pines, ilevolvers, and all kinds ot
sporting goods. ILowest Prices.

T. WAVITY & SONS, 5%

DO YOU WANT A GUNP

g2

If 'so, it will pay you to
send_ at once for our price
list. » We have a fine assort-

”~ o
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