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SOLVING THE PROBLEM.

HOW NEW YORK THEATRES GIVE
CONTINUED SHOWS.

The Problem Wus How to Make an Aud-
lence Leave When It Had Seen All It
Pald For-The Device That Was Finally
Adopted With Gratifylng Success.

You can’t stay there all day because
you took the advice of the advertisement
and went after breakfast. The show is
continuous, but your right to stav there
and be seated is not. Itkeeps right on,
tut the profits would be small if the seats
were occupied by the same people from
the first turn to the last. The problem of
getting the people out is not one that often
troubles theatrical managers. The chiel
difliculty has always teen getting them in,
and the man who was lucky enough to fill
the theatre never bad to bother his head
with any device for getti.g rid of the spec-
tators. He gave the show, ani they did
the rest.

¢he would bave sung again anyhow. But
when she reappeared to sing a medley of
songs that began with ‘“‘Siy Aurevoar, but
Not Farewell,” and ended, some ten
minutes later, with * There’s Only One Girl
in this world for Me,” her eyes fell on
the retreating and entering spectators.
Nobody was paying anv attention to her.
The management was determined that
the job should be complete, for the two
following turns fell to chasers who were
(uite as expert in their way as the twe who
had preceded them. But they were play-
ing to what was practically a new audience,
and in the hope of what was coming they
were patiently tolerated. The spectators
who had just left had reached the chasers’
end ot the programme after a gradual
descent from the best numbers on the bill,
and the contrast was too much for them.
The new audience, had been through no
such experience. They were equal to a
few minutes with the chasers. But it was
ten to one that when their own chasers
arrived on the scene they wouald  succumb
uickly as their predecessors had.

The manipulation of the chasers is regard-
ed as the greatest test of a manager’s skill
in directing a cont:nuous performance.: To
get them into the programme at the right

But with thisintroduction of the contin-
uous performances a new difficulty and one
that had never been known hitherto con-
fronted the managers.

tinuous vaudevilles—that is, the prominent

The stars of con-

overwhelming stars—appear usually twice
during the ten or twelve-hour show. The
smaller fry generally do their turn three
times, and some of the actors appear as
often as four times in ¢cne days performance.
The problem that confronts the managers
of continuous vaudeville is the question of
clearing their house at certain intervals in
oder to make room for the new spectators
who ar2 arriving every few minutes. The
audience has a right to remain as long as
it wants. ‘There is no way of expelling it.
But with the geats occupied by people who
have been in them an hour or two, and
the lobbies crowded with standin 7 spectat-
ors, something had to be done.

The relief came almost as soon as the ne-
cessity showed irself. It was an unques-
tioned suceess, and can be seen in beautiful
operation at any of the continuous per-
formance theatres in the city. Its effec-
tiveness is amazing, too.

@ The spe-tators ar: got out oflthe house by
three or four successive turns
The innocent
spectator ignorant of the tricks of the con-

means of
which are very, very bad.

tinuous showmen sits patiently through the
first in the hope that the next turn may be
an improvement. DBut it proves to be
worse, and if he sticks through it he will
find the third more acutely irritating. The
actors who do these turns are
‘‘chasers,’
bad as they possibly can. Until continuous

vaudevil'e set in a variety actor who was

notoriously and conspicuously bad in hiS
But

“‘chasers” now command salaries that

work was never in demand. the ex-

pert
are more proportionate to the service they
do the management. They don’t get much
as it 1s ; but they are paid more for being
very bad and getting people out of the
house than they tormerly were for being
just ordinuy and keeping then from com-
ing in.

There were three turns on the programme
of one of these theatres last week, and they
cleared the house almost a&s (uickly as a
cry of fire. They began atabout 4 o’clock,
when the house was full. The star per-
formers had done their acts, and the house
was crowded. There wasa crowd standing
at the rear of the orchestra chairs, and
there was no indication that they were
likely to get any nesrer to them. Then
the chasers began. The continuous
theatres never have printed programmes
which they follow. The list ot performers
is printed, but the order in which they ap-
pear is announced by means of placards on
the stage, which usually shows their names
also. It may be necessary to start the
chasers at different times on different days,
and for that reason the actors cannot be
announced in an unchangeable order on
the programme. The time to send them
on seems to be when the house is crowded
with people who have already been there
for an hour or two and have presumably
had the worth of their money.

The first ol tha chasers who appeared
on this particular day last week was a
negro team. They did not seem so bad
at first, but a tew people left when the
first part of their act had been finished.
One man applauded enthusiastically, and
he suggested the fact that the chasers
may have associates in front who insist
on an encore when the commencement of
their act bas not proved fatal enough.
At all events, this particular man ap-
pliuded until the team disappeared.
When they retired twenty people in dif-
erent parts of the theatre got up and left.
Th: enthusiast contiaued applauding vig-
orously, and the actors reappeared to
commence again. At the sight of them
fitty or more spectators got up from their
seats and started from the theatre.

But the audience was a large one, and
the chve s had a groat deal to. But they
were equal toit. The next one was a lady
balladist. She Eal a very thin soprano
voice somewhere up between the bridge
of her nose and her skull. She began a
tlorid air that was preceded by some very
elaborate recitative. DBefora she got balf
way through that part of her song twenty
men had clapped on their hats and left the
house There was a steady stream of mov-
ing auditors during the rest of her act.
Some of them were getting out as quickly
as they conld, while others were sliding
down to take the seats they had left empty.
None of them ever gota seat on the aisle.
It is a strict rule of continuous performance
audiences that you must jump for an aisle.
seat the moment it is vacated. So the
spectators who have just arrived can never
rely on getting one. They are seizad so
quickly by the persons sitting next to them
that a man coming down the aisle never
has a chance.

When the ballad singer concluded, the
enthusiastic ally ot the manager and the
chorus was the solitary person who ap-
plauded. He needn’t have done so, for

called the |
and they are engaged to be as |

time, so that they can do their work et-
fectively and yet not obtrude themselves on
the audiences, is the most successtul use ot
tee chaser’s services.  Managers have been
wrecked by simply an ignorance of the
proper moment at which to let the chasers
loose in full force. The audiences at the
continous performance houses are very
casual. They drop in often during the
course of business or to fill in a spare hour,
and, unlike, audiences that come to the
theatres to make an evening ot it, they are
sensitive to sudden variations in the merits
of the programme. When the chasers ap-
pear, they begin to think of that engage-
ment, or decide that they fill in their time
as well by walking around, and thus fall
easy victims to the chasers. Thbe impres-
sion that the performance was a bad one
does not remain with them asit would it
they found the same sort of a thing in a
regular theatre. They have left before
the programme was finished, and it may
have been their own fault they do not feel
satiefied with the pertormance. Thus is
the chaser almost as important a figure in
the programme as the chiet performer.
IHe has to be bai, but he has to do itin a
way that will not throw the credit of it on
the pertformance.

“‘Sonadora” cigars, 15cts. or 2 for 25cts.

BREATHE THROUGH THE NOSE.

It is a Simple l\rl:ltu-rruml is Conducive
to the Perscvation of Health,

If only people would remember to
breath through the nose; if only they
would think for a moment of the functions
| of the nose, I would have scarcely any-
f thing to do in my profession,” said a well-
| known throat and ear specialist the other

[ mght.

“Yes! Free nasal breathing is the es-
| sential of a healthy throat. The
nature to transmit

nose 18
the medinm wade by
the air to the lungs; its passages are pro-
vided with a slight growth of hair, which
acts as a sieve ia purifying the 2ir we
breathe. nairs collect the dust
particles, and because of the natural supply

These

of moisture in the nose the air is suflicient-
ly dampened 1n passing through not to ir-

[ ritate the lungs and throat.

**Oa the other hand, people who breathe
through the mouth will always have a dry,
parched throat, and are sure to be victims
ot hoarseness, and sooner or later will
suffer from lung trouble.

‘It is the natural outcome ot the misuse
of nature’s organs of respiration. Itis true
that singers breathe through the mouth,
but it is only while singing that they resort
to this method ot breathingz, and it is done
only and solely because suflicient breath
cannot be taken into the lungs at a single
inspiration to balance the great amount
given out in the prodaction. On the other
hand, no one has ever heard a thorough-
bred singer while exercising, other than the
voice, use his or her mouth for the pur-
poses of breathing. This saves the throat
from becoming excessively dry, a natural
result of hoarseness, and keeps the pas-
sages to the lungs well protected from dust
and microbes of disease,”

The cause for mouth breathing lies in
defective nasal passages, The nasal ob-
struction is known as adenoid, It is a
kind ot vegetation growth at the point
where the nose and throat join. It is the
cau-e of that common malady known as
nasal catarrh. It will cause chronic lar-
yngitis, which is a source of untold annoy-
ance. To r2medy any such trouble it
1s necessary to have the obstuction re-
moved. The old method was to burn,
but the physicians of to-day consider
this dangerons. It is a simple process to
remove them with the trepan, saw or
knite, It takes but a few minutes and
is almost painless. This bony growth is
often the cause of earache among chil-
dren. This is due to the pressure upon
the eustachian tube, which leads to the ear
and often results in complete deafness. It
is advisable, therefore, to attend to any
such growth as soon as it becomes notice-
able. The first symptoms are those of
breathing throuzh the mouth and ‘snoring’
while asleep. The special remedy is to
make the patient breathe through the nose
and so save the throat from all irritants,
cold sponge baths and refrain from the use
of cologne and alcohol in the bath. Cleir
cold water and friction will do more to
make the body healthy, the throat and
chest strong and the skin clear than any
other known process. The Greeks and
Spartans never used anything but clear
cold water for the bath, and they have al-
ways been recognizd as the perfection of
strength and health.

Just bere it will be well to add that
bicyclists must have free nisal breathing if
they would enjoy the greatest benefit from
the sport.

“‘Lafayette”(Reina Victoria) cigars Hcts.

Burled Standing,

Clement Spelman of Narburgh, racorder
of Notticgham, who died in 1679, is im-
mured upright, inclosed in a pillar in Nar-
burah church, so that the inscription is
directly against his face. This must surely
be the one solitary instance of burial in a
pillar, although there are many other in-
stances of burial in an upright position.

Thomas Cook, who was governor of the

Bank ot England from 1737 to 1739, and
who had formerly been a merchant residing
in Constantinople, died at Stoke-Newing-
ton, the twalfth oi August, 1725, and by
his directions his body was carried to
Morden college, Blackheath, of which he
was a trustes; it was taken out of the
coffin, and buried in a winding sheet up-
right in the ground, according to the East-
ern custom.

Ben Johnson was buried at Westminster
in an upright position. Possibly this may
have been on account of the large fes de-
manded for a full sized grave. It was for
a long time supposed thgt the story wasin-
vented to account for the smallness of the
grave stone ; but on the grave being opened
some years since the dramatist’s remains
were discovered in the attitude indicated by
tradition.

REV. MUNGO FRASER, D. D.,

Ont, — Tnis Well-known
Presbyterian Divine, Pastor of Knox
Church, Hamilton, Ont.,, has Used Dr,
Agnew's Catarrhal Powder, and Tells its

Of Hamilton,

Virtues

Few ministers in the Presbyterian Church
ot Canada, are better known than the Rev.
Mungo Fraser. D. 1., of IHamilton. His
great talents have bezn over and over again
recognized in the church courts. As a
preacher he has few equals, and the people
of Knox Church. one ot the largest Pres-
byterian churches in Canada, believe he
stands at the head of the list. He bad sul-
fered, as so many in his profession suffer,
trom cold in the head—a serious hindrance
to those who have mental work to do. Dr.
Agnew’s Catarihal Powder was brought
under his notice, and over his own signature
he has told of the great benefits it has con-
ferred on him, as it does on all who use it,

One short pull of the breath through the
Blower, supplied with each bottle ot Dr.
Agnew's Catarrhal Powder, diffuses this
Powder over the surtace ofthe nasil pas-
sages. Painless and delighttul to use, it
relieves in ten winutes, and permanently
cures Catarrh, Hay Fever, Colds, Head-
ache, Sore T'hroat, Tonsilitis and Deafness,
(0 cents. Sold by druggists. Sampie bot-
tle and blower sent on receipt of two 3-cent
stamps. S. G. Detchon. 44 Church street.
Toronto.

The Calf Wouid Grow,

An English cleryman was preaching in a
country church of Scotland. He had as
his subject **The Prodigal Son.” *‘“And
the prodigal son went away from his poor
old tather and remained in a far country for
years and years, and bis father mourned
his absence for years and years. But after
years and years he came back to his poor
old father, and his poor old father said unto
his servants, bring forth the fatted calf
which has been kept for my son these years
and years.” An old farmer in the audience
could contain himselft no longer. ‘‘Yer a
le’er, it would hae bin a cco,” he exclaim-
ed.—Ram’s Horn.

l'ulpllallonhnftlw Heart Defined,
Palpitation of the heart is perhaps the

and is defined as pulsations that are per-
ceived by the patient. It comes on in par-
oxysms, with intervals ot more or less free-
dom from attack. The heart may begin *o

beat violently ; it may pound against the
| walls of the chest ; the vessels may throb in
the neck ; the eyes become suffused, and
the head ache ; or on the other hand, the
heart may be very rapid and very feeble,
so that the pulse may consist only of a series
of rapid and almost impalpable waves.

tering ot the heart should not delay treat-
ment a single hour. Dr. Agnew’s Cure for
the heart will always relieve this trouble
within the first half hour, and for this reason
is regarded by physicians generally as the
greatest known remedy tor the heart.
Sold by druggists.

Good Memories of the Japanese.

The Jinrikisha " men are coolies, without
education or mental training. Most of
them can read and write names of streets
and men and merchants and factories.
They know the location and the number of
every one of the 318,320 houses in Tokio,
and the name of almost every one of the
1,500,000 inhabitants. They are very sel-
dom puzzled to find an address, even though
it may be given incorrectly, and if you tell
them accurateiy where you waunt to go they
will take you without the shghtest delay or
hesitation. The same phenomenal memory
appears in other classes of the people and
you have to be caretul about telling a
Japanese gentleman the same story twice.

THE OLD, MIDDLE-AGED AND

CHILDREN.

by South American Kidney Cure.

Kidney troubles are not confined to those
of any age. The grey-haired suffer, and
keenly sometimes. 'T'ne man in the vigor
of life has his happiness marred by dis-
tressing disease ot these parts. Much of
the trouble of children is due to disordered
kidneys. South American Kidney Cure
treats effectively those of any age. And
with all alike relief is secured quickly. In
the most distressing cases reliet comes in
not less than six hours. Itis a wonderfu
medicine for this one specific and import-
ant purpose, Sold by druggists.

One Part Was Good,

. Hosea Ballou, the father ot Universal-
1sm, was an old-fashioned man, but with a
good deal of real wit. At one of our im-
portant church meetinos a good many years

most common symptom of heart disease, |

Those suffering from palpitation or flut- |

Are one and all C ured of Kidney Trouble |

THE NUMBER
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ago a young clergyman delivered a ser-
mon, which he afterward pompously told
his friends, in the presence of Ballou,
that he was only an hour in writing.  ‘And
how long would it have taken you to write
that sermon? said the young minister to
Ballou. And the reply was: *I don’t be-
'lieve I could have written it in all eternity !
| “Well, now,’ said the sprouting theologian,
nothing abashed, ‘what part ot the sermon
| did you lika best ? There must have_been
'a little bit of goodin it.’ ‘Yes,’ sald.the
old man, thoughtfully, ‘the text was first-
l rate.”
1
|
|

| Another Hamilton Citizen Cured of Rheu-
matism in Three Days.

Mr. 1. McFarlane, 246 Wellington
| street, Hamlton: ‘“‘For many weeks I
| have suffered intense pain from rheumatism,
| was so bad that I could not attend to busi-
'ness. I procured South American Rhbeu-
{ matie Cure on the recommendation ot my
| druggist, and was completely cured io
 three or four days by the use of this re-
' medy only. Itis the best remedy I ever
' saw.” Sold by druggists.

| Diamond Cut Diamond,

Mrs. Ponsonby presents herself to Ma-
| dame Valerie, the modiste, to point out an
error in 'he monumental bill, for her sum-
mer costumes.

*‘Madame will notice that the bibbon on
the challis gown is charged at 85 cents a
yard, and the ribbon on the surah gown at
%1Ja vard, and yet precisely the same kind
ot ribbon was used ! A mistake, of course!”
murmurs Mrs. Ponsonby in suspiciously
sweet tones, a steely glitter in her eyes the
while. beo B

«“Ah ! cries Madame, ‘‘Quel malheur!
What a stupid bookkeeper is mine! Of
course it is a mistake, my déar Mrs. Pon-
sonby. Iam desolated it should occur!
' T will rectify it at once. Both ribbons
| should have been charged at $1.”—New
York Truth.

(Reina Victoria extra) cigars 10cts.

Sulelde of a Snake.

' A blacksnake near Limerick, Ireland,
' having been worsted in'a fierce battle with
another serpent of a slightly different
species, trailed away in deeF dejzction.
Finaliy, gs it dragged itself along, closely
watched by Patrick McClaughry, a
resolution seemed to fire the soul of the
defeated snake. Grasping firmly with its
' mouth a small stone, it climbed a tree and
{ presently hung by its tail from a horizontal
‘,Em‘). Next it began whirling about the
'limb with frightful rapidity. Longer and
longer its body stretched under the cent -
rifugal stress, until, with a last despairing
| effort, the snake’s body broke m'halves,
' the weighted head and neck flyingto a
considerable distance, while the tail re-
mained clinging to the limb of the tree.

«Creme de la Creme.”

Horse Chestnuts,

It is popularly supposed tbat horse
chestnuts are very unwholesome. Never-
theless, in Turkey they are roasted for
coffze, fermented tor liquqr, and utilized
for horse medicine.

Use for

.= cre want]jto] be)lcomfortable fand the only
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Fibre Chamois

.

The Tost Stylish;Women §-

e

| interlining that Jwill] allow] it 'is J

It is no' only uncrushable itselt, but will hold the
matenial in shape by its pliable stiffoess and will
always shake out into its original graceful form no
matter what hard usage it receives.

v Find the red label with name and number on

every yard of the Rul.Flbre Chamois and avoid in,
ferior imitations. No. 1018 the ixgﬁt weighkt, No. 20
the medium, No. 30 the heavy.

In Black, Brown, Slate and Cream.
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All Fast Colors.
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CAREFULLY MADE

from pure Casti'e delicately perfnmed,

~BABY’S

OWN SOAP

is the best and most agree-
able Soap you can buy for
cither Toilet or Nursery,

N. B.—A standard make and a ready

seller, Baby's Own Soap gives but a smail
profit to retailers.
to sell you an interior brand on which they
make more profit.

DON'T ALLOW them

THE ALBERT TOILET SOAP coO,

Manufacturers, MONTRE AL,
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i Hot Air Furnaces

With Hot Water
Gombination if Desired.

Our...

Famous Florida
For (oal.

with steel dome, low steel radia-
tor and three steel flues, is con«
structed on the principle of a
baseburner stove,and is as easily
regulated as one.

O
o,
-

Thedistance the heat has to travel
compels its utmost radiation,and con-
sequently insures great heating power
with economy in fuel.

WE HOLD HIGHEST TESTI-
c,'v[pl",.‘. MONIALS FROM USERS.

" THE McCLARY MFe.
Co.

Lonbon, MoNTREAL,
ToronTO, WINNIPEG,
VANCOUVER.
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’ Ch‘uthlﬂ

ASK YOUR
DEALERJFOR

MENZIE, TURNER & Co.,

hade Manuiacturerto the Trade, Toronto

MPERIATL,
SEADES,

{( Cheapest,
L Strongest,
Best. 9110}

Sold by all reliable dealers.
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SAMPLES & PRICES FURNISHED, CHEERFULLY!
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