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SALARIES IN HALIFAX. 
THEY ARE SAID TO BE TOO BIG FOR 

THE RATEPAYERS. 

Assessors Who Wanted an Increase of Two 

Hundred Dollars Each-~The Hustle to 

Have the Matter Reconsidered—-How it 

Was Finally Settled. 

Harwrax, Dec. 26.—An interesting 

phase of Halifax civil politics is furnished 
in the attempt on hehalf of the three city 

assessors to have $200 per annum added 
to each of their salaries, making them 
£1,400 and £1,200 respectively. In the 

first place, it 13 not legal for the council to 

make such an increase except it be pro- 
vided tor in the estimates. Not withstand- 
ing this fact, a majority of the aldermen at 

a former meeting voted to give the asses- 

sors the advance they asked. And those 

good men are not hard worked of- 
ficials either. Hours of 10 to 4 
o'clock, with an hour and a-half for 

dinner, are not a very severc tax om any 

one. The city council granted the increase, 

though by a very small majority, but that 
did not settle the matter. Alderman W. J. 
Stewart gave ‘‘notice of reconsideration.” 
The next meeting of the council came 

round. Ex-alderman Pickering established 
himself lobbying manager for the assessors 

thrgg, and Assessor Eaton himself took the 
most active share of the direct canvass. 

The afternoon on which the meeting was to 
to be held disclosed the fact that some 
of the anti-increase aldermen would not be 
present whether by accident or design 
“doth not yet appear”. Ald. Musgrave, 
Butler, and Foster were out of town. 

That would seal the fate of friends of re- 

consideration when the vote came up, so 

there was just one thing to do—prevent a 
meeting. Accordingly when roll call came 
more than half the aldermen were away. 
All the old anti increase city fathers were 
conspicuous by their absence, and with 

one or two away from the other side there 
was no quorum. 

Again the canvass was resumed. Manager 
Pickering was hard at work, Assessor Eaton 

took off his coat on behalf of himself and 
his mates. The other side were not idle. 

The friends of economy proved to be both 
lucky and energetic. They were strength- 
ened by the return from the United States 
of Ald. Mitchell, and they made a differ- 

ence of two in the change of front present- 
ed by Ald. McFatridge, who responded to 

the merry hours. Mrs. Geoffrey Morrow, | 
Mrs. A. Mackinlay, and Mrs. R. L. Bor- 

den, the last named in the absence of Mrs. 

F. C.Simsan through illness, were chap- 

erons. The travellers’ ball is coming more 
and more to be one of the prime social 
events of the season. It was not held last 

year on account of the death of Sir John 
Thompson. The company commingled 
well and there was not much of that clig- 
ueism which sometimes dampens the en- 
joyment of public balls. One young man 

was there and dressed with taste, too, who 
attracted some attention by his anxiety to 

show the diamond ring that adorned his 
finger. He had cut his glove so that the 

massive ring was apparent even to an 
onlooker with half an eye without the 
lessons of long experience. 

NEED‘ “PROGRESS IN MONTANA. 

A Former New Brunswicker Tells of the 

Bad State of polities, 

It is a pleasure to get hold of a paper 
like ProGrEss that is not afraid to call 

black, black. I believe if PrRoGrESS was 
out here it would not rest satisfied till some 

of the desperadoes who are at large were 

roped and swung. What would you say if 
you haa to chronicle the tollowiag—just a 
year ago the 27th of this montb at the 
town of Landusky, just fitty miles from here, 

one of the most brutal murders was com- 
mitted that ever happaned and the murder- 

ers are to-day at large. In the town of 
Landusky, there lived three brothers called 

Curry. They were the bullies of the town 
and with the exception ot Old Pike Lan- 
dusky they did as they choose with all the 

inhabitants. There was always a fence be- 

tween the Curry boys and Old Pike, and at 
last it came toa climax. On the 27th of 

last December Old Pike was in the saloon 

at Landusky. The saloon was crowded, 
when in walked the Cuiry boys. One cf 

them, Kid Curry went up to Old Pike, 
and struck him over the head with his re- 

more. 

VERY SHARP BLACKBIRDS. 

They Knew When They Were Outside of 

the Line of 1he Fence, 

Gen. Lew Wallace recently related an 
incident which thows toa remarkable ex- 
tent the wonderful sagacity and memory of 

blackbirds. | 
‘At my home over in Crawfordsville,” 

said the General, ‘‘we have a large number 

of tall trees on the lawn, and in course of 

time these trees became the roosting place 
at certain times of the year for huntirecls ot 

thousands of blackbirds. They came mn 
in great black clouds, and in spite off all I 

could do, they refused to leave. Of course 
they were a great nuisance, and I wéis in 

despair as to some means of getting 'clear 
of them. I stood for days with my; gun 

firing into them of an evening and kiilling 
hundreds of them, but the rest did' not 

seem to be sufficiently struck by fea'r or 

griet to want to part company with me: and 

my hospitality. I then devised a new 

scheme. r 

“‘Procuring a number of Roman ca ndles 

one evening, I lighted them ome by, one 

after dark, when the boughs ot the | trees 

were bent low with the weight of the cyroak- 

ing birds, and I poured the candles: into 
the tops of the trees at a great ratg:. The 
sudden innovation startled the 'oirds as 
nothing had ever done before, »and they be- 

came panic stricken. That? night I was 

: free of them. 

‘The next evening, hj owever, the habit 
of returning there to’ roost was stronger 

than fear, and they began coming in oy 

thousands as the e; ening approached. After 
dark I began wit ‘h another volley of candles, 

and the birds * yegan to realizz that there 

was a deter’ {ned bombardment in progress. 

They fled 1 orecipitately, and the third even- 

ing only % , few returned. A few last shots 

put ther to flight, and I was troubled no 
AV 

a Tat what do you think those birds did ? 

My dividing fence runs between the trees 

volver. 
volvers and told the crowd they'd shoot” 
whoever would interfere. When Pike | — 
struck he fell. Curry then started +7 {ramp 
on him, and on Pike drawing bis six 
shooter to defend himself, K*" Curry shot 

him twice and killed bjr,)s, The three then 

walked out of the %5f ,100n, mounted and 
2 in hiding for . a week or so, and to- 

4 

ay are still 8. che terror of Landusky, and 

tor - SI” _aple reason that they can com- 
MARTS", too many votes to make 1t an ine 

the pressure of ‘‘fourteen real estate 
owners in his ward, who abjured 

him not to vote again for anyda 
such increase in ‘salary as that pro~™" in 
ed. Besides this John Mullane, =~" " 

: ,. Jara strong 
worker in ward 5, was a deacy ./ 

. 7 dly enem t 
Assessor Eaton, and the 31 iy omg 

k.u.t strong worker's 

word bad af"gAt: WF" oight with Ald. Me 
Fatridge. So the alderman crossed the 

line to the side of no increase in salary. 

In due time the meeting took place. 

Every alderman was in his chair except 

Mr Musgrave who could not bring 

himself to a decision. Ald. Stewart 

moved his reconsideration. \When the 

vote came Ald. Butler unfor- 

tunately was temporarily absent from 

the council chamber. He had been button- 

holed so unmercifully by friends of the as- 

sessor-, and argued with so energetically 

by aldermen on the other side, that it is 

not to be wondered at if he congratulated 

himselt when he found that the vote had 

been taken during his momentary absence. 

The vote stood a tie, the names being :— 

For recunsideration,—Ald. Stewart, Gel- 

dert, Redden, Hamilton, Mitchell, Hubley, 

McFatridge, Foster—8. Against Ald. 

Ryan, Dennis, lane, O'Donnell, Eden, 

Creighton, Mosher, Outhit—3. 

Mayor McPherson bad his mind wade 

up in favor of refusing to endorse the 

proposed increase, to be called upon to 

dacide the matter by his casting vote: 

He thonght Ald. Butler would have voted 

against the increase, but, as that did not 

happen, he had to step into the breach 

himself and destroy the tie. As he did so the 

visions of $200 more to salaries already re- 

spectably large faded from before the eyes 

of the three assessors, and $600 a year was 

saved to the burdened tax-payers of Halifax 

Thus it is that this question was settled, 

after the expenditure of time and every- 

thing almost great enongh to dispose of 

the war score between Great Britain and 

the United States. But it was always thus 

with the city council of Halifax where a 

paltry personal matter is concerned. Let 

them turn over a new leaf with the coming 

new year. 

They will have a chance ¢o begin the good 

work even at the end of this year. It isthe 

intention of the *‘‘salaries committee” to 

bring in a report at a meeting of the council 

tomorrow (Friday) evening, recommend- 

ing changes in the interest of economy and 

efficency. Let the good work proceed. 

Men who earn their salaries should be en 

couraged, but not otherwise. The salaries 

list of the city of Halifax including the 
etc., amounts to 

Every cent of $20, 

000 could be tsken off by re-organization 

and retrenchment. The salaries committee 

police, poor’s asylum, 

more than £64 000. 

consists of Ald. Hamilton, chairman; Ald 

Stewart, Mosher, Ryan, 

Foster. 

Success of the Travellers’ Ball.
 

Haurax, Dec. 26.—The ball given by 

the Maritime Commercial Travellers’ as- 

sociation on Monday night was an affair 

which reflected the highest credit on those
 

The dining-room 

of the Halifax hotel was extemporized in
to a 

ball-room and there the 200 dancers pass
ed 

ambassadors of trade. 

Redden and 

" acement to the officials to have him ar- 

rested, 

Another such an affair bappened at 

Warm Spring Creek in April last but at 

that time one of tke desperadoes got what 

he wanted. On Warm &'ving Creek there 

| lived a bachelor by#} ime of Marshall, 

who is a good quiet cx. a he got in the bad 

graces of a gang by the name of Davis over 

a water ght. The Davies made it so 

warm for him that he, determined to leave 

the country, so he sold his ranch. The 

night before he was to leave, he got word 

that he was to be visited that night. 

He then heeled himsel, and when 

about midnight he heard mounted 

men coming he was prepared. He 

was lying at the back of his cabin with 

a Winchester in his hands and on one of 

the men dismounting and striking a match 

he let him have the contents and shot him 

dead. The others were taken to Benton 

but are again at large. 

Such are the effects of the elective sys- 

tem. Canada can kick, but there is more 

justice in one hour in Canada than in a 

whole year in Montana. The system here 

is a fraud. Judges, Sheriff and County 

Attorney all have tobe elected and have 

to pamper to the mob to get office. As 

the leading attorney in Benton told me the 

other day politics here are too dirty for an 

honorable man. It is the exception for an 

official to have even ordinary ability. 

Generally the rag tag and bobtail run for 

office and get there through the bar rcom 

door. What would you say if you had to 

buck against all that? 1 believe you'd 

do so like a man and I wish that PROGRE 8 

or anothar such paper was in this country. 

This, in all else the finest place in all 

America, is run by nothing but de speradoes 

and money. It is a shame that such men 

are allowed at large perhaps to again go 

to the east as has been known and become 

the guests of even a penitentiary warden. 
Fraxxk S. Briss. 

Harlem, 

Lower Snake Creek Montana Dec. 1895. 
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The other two pulled their re-| 4,n my property and the trees on the 

property of my neighbor, which are equally 

high and equally suitable for a home for 

the blackbirds. When the birds were 

driven from my lot they flew over across 

tte dividing fence to the trees ot my neigh- 

bor and settled. There was no bombard- 

ment over there, and they have stayed 

there ever since. 
This was a long time ago, but never 

since the last oman candle was fired into 

them has one of those birds settled on one 

of my trees. They are ‘tabooed’ as effect- 

uslly as though they were on fire. The 

great clouds of birds each morning and 

evening fly directly over my trees going 

and coming, but not a bird settles upon a 

tree that is on my side of the dividing fence 

«* Another strange thing is that if any one 

of an evening, stands in my lawn and 

makes a slight noise, as slapping his bands, 

there will ba the wildest commotion among 

the birds in the neighboring trees. ~ Toney 

become restless and almost panic stricken. 

If, however, the same person crosses the 

fence and stands directly under them and 

makes twice as much noise, they pay no at- 

tention whatever to him. Ile can even 

shoot up into them without driving them 

from their perches. 
«J have wondered several times just what 

impression those birds have of me and my 

property that they have so decidedly given 

me the cold shoulder. They know every 

tree that 1s on my lawn, and will settle by 

thousands on the other side of the fence 

within a few feet of the dividing line. Of 

course, I have not bothered them over 

there, as they were not my guests.” 

ON VEstKBUCTION ISLAND. 

Life as It Comes to the Keeper of a Facl- 

fic Coast Lighthouse. 

The keeper of the (overnment lighthouse 

which was established a few years ago on 

Destruction Island doubtless leads a lonely 

lite, but he has some experiences which a 

lover of the romantic and the adventurous 

| might well covet. The island itself is not 

without a certain weird fascination. Thirty- 

five miles short of Cape Flattery it rises ab- 

ruptly trom the face of the ocean. It has a 

picturesque, though wild and rugged 

beauty, and as it stands facing the north- 

ern blasts that have sent more than one 

stout ship to the bottom, it calls up the 

name of Isle de Dolores, which the early 

Spanish navigator Quadra gave it to eom- 

memorate his misfortunes, and the latter 

name of Destruction Island, given to it in 

1787 by Capt. Berkley on account of the 

sad fate of several of his crew who were 

murdered on its savage coast. On wild 

and stormy nights, when the wind is whirl- 

ing the tea into foam against the beetling 

edges Of the island, the scene pases the 

merely beautiful and becomes majestic and 

sublime. 

On such nights the keeper has visitors 

that do not come to the door of the ordi- 

nary land lubber. Flocks of wild fowl, at- 

tracted by the bright light, fly blindly to- 

ward it, and, with the force of the wind 

aided by that of their own stout wings, they 

are driven against the lens with a momen- 

tum that sometimes shatters the thick glass, 

but ofteuer results merely in instant death 

to the birds. Sometimes there is a positive 

volley ot birds against the face of the light, 

and as manv as a dozen have been known 

to strike it simultaneously. After a stormy 

night it is not uncommon for the keeper to 

pick up at the base of the tower as many 

as twenty-five dead birds. Many of these 

are of the choicest kinds, and the keeper's 

table seldom lacks a supply such as an 

Bunt by Indians in the neighboring waters, 

a chase as hazardous and exciting as any 

on mountain or plain. Each canoe gots 

out with a crew of six oarsmen, one Spears- 

man in the bow, and the Captain or helms- 

man in the stern. To the end of the spear 

an air-tight sealekin, inflated like a bladder, 
is attached by a line fitty feet long. 
dozen of these boats go out together when 

a whale is sighted. Stealthily a single boat 
moves out from the little fleet and ap- 

proaches the big game, the carsman stoical 
and calm, the spearsman erect, rigid, 

statuesque. It is a moment of grave peril. 

A splashing oar, a sudden move,a wav- 

ering hand or hot head at the helm, and 

boat and crew would go down beneath a 

single stroke from the great monster now, 

so near. At precisely the right instant the 
spearsman hurls his spear with unerring 

aim, and the battle begins. And then one 

standing on the island chff sees the little 

boat dart awav and the whale fiercely 
churning the water. 

‘I'he other boats come up rapidly, Weak- 

ened by loss of blood, retarded by the air- 

tight skins that float on the water, and 

worn out by turning hither and thither in 

whimsical pursuit of his many foes, the 

whale slowly gives over the unequal con- 

test, and 18 towed at last, like a great hulk 

of a merchantmen, to Neah Bay, where the 

Indians gather for a great feast.—Seattle 
Paper. 

AS TO FIGURE SHATING. 

There Are Four IJmporlant Strokes Which 

the Learner Should Study. 

The advantage of hgure skating is that 

it can be practiced on any small pond, pro- 

vided the ice is perfectly smooth. The 

more numerous opportunities thus afforded 

make it very popular where there are no 

large streams. 

In figure skating, arcs, circles, numbers, 

letters, spirals, and serpentines are formed, 

cither backward or forward, slowly or 

rapidly, on one or both feet, singly or in 

combination. The style may be analyzed 

with four kinds of strokes, all made on the 

edges of the blade—the inside forward, 

the outside forward, the inside backward, 

and the outside backward. The variety of 

evolutions which can be developed from 

these four movements 18 endless. 

Nothing about skating surprises one 

more than the fact that, no matter what 

difficulties are encountered in learning a 

figure, once acquired it is the merest child's 

play to perform it. 

“Fights” is a favorite figure. It is 

executed as follows: The toe of the right 

skate is stuck firmly into theice. The left 

skate, on the inside edge, describes a 

small circle around it, the body making a 

full turn—one loop. The lett skate then 

changes to the outside edge, supporting 

the weight of the body, the right skate be- 

ing litted from the ice, carried behind and 

across the lift foot and toe, planted in the 

center of the second loop, when it bears 

its share of the weight until the left foot 

has completed the second loop, when the 

motion is repeated. The left toot describes 

the full figure just as an S is drawn, and 

the right toe rests on the center of the cir- 
cles torming the loops. 
A serpentine eight is made by both feet 

on the ice, one directly behind the other, 

taking the S. course. The motion is kept 
up by a slight twist of the body as the feet 
change irom one curve to the otker. The 

idea can perhaps be caught more readily 

by trying this serpentine motion forward 

and not attempting, at first, to n.ake the 

feet describe a full circle. A whole series 

of eights can be cut with one foot, while the 

toe of the other skate remains fixed at a 
given point— forward, backward, etc. 

There is a tradition that Benjamin West 

was able to trace with his skate on the ice 

the outlines of any statue that might be 

named to him. If the story is true, Mr. 

West deserves to rank as the champion 

skater of ours, or whatever century he 
lived in. 

Regulating a Husband. 

A novel plan for regulatiog a husband 

is reported by the Philadelphia Call. The 

engagement was a long one, the love-letters 

exchanged legion. ith these letters the 

bride has papered her boudoir. No man 

could, in the face of such evidence of 

eternal devotion, object to the price of a 

new bonnet or be stingy in the matter of 
pin money. 
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* Money-Earning 

mm education—get it at Snell’s Business College ; a 

® learn business methods by doing real business.@ 

mW No other school like it. Send post card fori 
@primer. J 
[ ® 
9 S. A. SNELL, - Truro, N. 8. nn 
[] ® 
[] » 
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CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS, 

4) FOCEET KODAKS or Christmas. The 

Pocket Kodak does all that a larger 

Camera will do and does it well. Rich and dainty 

in finish, made of aluminum, weighs only 5 ounces. 

Price $5 00 Sent postpaid, loaded, ready for use. 

A. E. CLARKE, No. 32 King Street, St. John. 
12.14.21% 

070 Outfits and materials, 
Kodak: and Cameras 

from $5 to $100. Practical informa. 
tion ensuring success, free. Save 
time and money by consulting us 

oBERTSON PHOTO SUPPLY Co., Mas- 
n ie Building, St. John, N. B. 

R ES | DEN H at Rothesay for sale or to reat 
for the Summer months. 

pleasantly situated house known as the Titus proa 
erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sty 
tion and w*hin two minutes walk of the Kennebe. 
casis Ren. easonable. poply to H. &. Fenety, 
Barrster-at-Law, Pugsley Building rivers 

T AMP For sHand Printing, 
Banks, ays Man- 

urr’s and Merchants suppl ed. Lin 
ten Markers, Monograms, Stencils, 
Seals, ete., to order ROBERTSON 

Stamp WORKS, St. John, 

PHOTOGRAPHERS. Printing 

AMATEU and general finis for amateurs. 

envelopers, Toning and fixing solutions for sal e 

LuerN Proro StrdIo, 38 Charlotte St., St. John 

“WANTED. 
‘We pay highest prices for old Postage Stamps 

used Lochs 70. oe #1 to $100 paid for single 

extra rare specimens. It will pay you to look up 

your old letters. Remittances first after “re- 

ceipt of stamps. A.F. Hausmann & Co., 19 Leader 

St. Toronto, Canada. 

mr — 

=-Blickensderfer 
Typewriter. 

FINE ART PRINTING ol the way 
oescribe the work 

writing without ribbon. 

A Clear Saving of 

$5.00to $10.00 a Year. 

VISIBLE WRITING 
AND 

DIRECT INKING, 
GOOD DUPLICATOR. 

Price a> $45.00. 
The Visible Writing is worth the money 

A Full Key Board Machine, 84 Character,, Capitals, Fi 
tions, French, German aad Engl b hi ol vill rae — i the Si Rivoee Co A sh, Ohange Wheels: It will do all that can be 

For years a large majoritv of the people have been looking for “w actical, 
ro rhe of Rr. A machine that equals ony of the N4 ie ) - 

i ork, oo Ps by am excels them all in convenience. Thais is the purpose 

MANIFOLDING. 
Heretofore it has been found wo... BR ound impossible to manifold satisfactorily on a type 

The Blickensderfer, No. 5, while possessing every desirable fi 
wheel machine, has the direct powerful 3 Ay Bp XN hs eee ef hg d po ann LS of the lever class, thereby manifolding 

DUPLICATING. 
“9% This machine will do excellent Mimeograph Th 
the type can be avoided by having an extra type dy — this A — 

DURABILITY. 
The Blickensderfer is a marvel of simplicit 

parts in other key-board machines. The Poe A lL Bg ow — 

Our automatic power machine for operating th . 5 
a minute, 28,800 an hour, 288,000 a da. ar Tol ae EE 

y this automatic power machine fo preg edd hs r months, making many millions of strokes, 

ExTRACT PROM JUDGE'S REPORT, CHICAGO CoLuMBIAN Exrosrrion, 1893. 

BLICKENSDERFER SMALL TYPE-WRITER, 

Excellence of a small type.writing machine, designed to meet the requirements of 

gen ral office and clerical work. 

It is a type-wheel machine; the wheels are interchangeable and’i i 
is always in sight; has very few parts; can be adjusted to ay width es en TY 
good manifolder, and has a light, well arranged key-board. y 

It shows lightnass, simplicity, scope, inexpensiveness and jstrength. 

IRA CORNWALL. 
GENERAL AGENT FOR MariTiMe ProviNces, 

AGENTS WANTFD. Board of Trade Building, 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Doors Left Open 
by careless people 

mw ? 

and doors that slam 

are alike annoying. 

A desirable 

for closing doors with- 

device 

out noise, and keeping them closed, is the EcLipsE 

CHeck AND Serine. The sample we have shows that 

it is simple and durable. Come in and see it. 

W. H. THornNE & Co., Limited, 
Market Square, St. John, N. B 

“BISSELL’ 
Carpet Sweeper 

A 

is one of the greatest helps 

and comforts that a house 

keeper can have. 

It is a very acceptatle 

CHRISTMAS GIFT, 

we have two styles. 

Prices $2.50 and $3 oo. 

75 Prince Wm. Street. 

P.S. We have just received another supply of Brass Fire [rons and Stands, Coal 

Vases, etc., direct from England. The whole assortment well worth seeing. 

F=mERrsoN &F—1sHER. 

English Cutlery. 

Knives, Razors, Scissors, Shears. 
A large and welleelected assortment at reasonable prices. 

T. WAVITY & SONS, 8T. JOHN, N. B. 

| 


