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SOME NOBLE DIAMONDS.

GEMS WHICH HAVE BEEN VALUED
AT MILLIONS EACH.

Strange Historles of Some of the Famous
Siones—How Thay Have Been Saved In
Times of Danger—The Largest Diamond
in The United States.

Most of the great diamonds of the

world have about them an atmosphere of
romantic tradition, writes F.G. Knug.
Objects of such rarity and value have at-
tracted the avarice and ambition of Iast-
ern rulers through centuries, and it has
been truly sail that almost every one of
the great diamonds now the pride ot royal
treasuries, or of rare collections in Eur-
ope, has a history full of strife, contest,
rivalry, and war. It is only their en-
ormous money value, and the pride of
possession which have made them objects
of the most violent contention, but also
the superstitution investing them with all
nanner of fancied powers, which they are
puted to confer on their possessor.
out all the great diamonds of the East

e hangs this cloud ot mingled history
tradition, often hard to distinzuish,
endering the real record almost un-

le.
Jebrated traveller, Tavernier,
[t m 1670 and there saw
1 many most remarkable
to the, famous {Aurung-
throne of the Mogul
i'he subsequent history
3 obscure. In 1739 the
r, Nadir Shah, overran
4 carried back with him
jer estimated at seven
of dollars, among which
these jewels. After his
es were dispersed, and it
ble to trace them. The
\Is of Europe are in many
‘his scattered plunder of

-

liamond ever known until
\s one described by Tav-
s the Great Mogul. Its
a8 78714 carats, but by
at of a Venetian lapidary
Jehan, from whom his
“erited it, the stone had
tting to 280 cara's, 8

ds. For this blufi-
‘ary was fined bis

»arly lost his head.

it to have been

{istna River, in

to have been

1, one of the

ahabharata.

ppeared ;

Nadir

n, the

vest

.glish
» base
iz> and
sul. Each
termined by
plane. The
,3{ carats. It
tace below, and
ot a pigeon’s egg.
¢ been brought to
i, and was subse-
. Armenian merchant
the Empress Catherine
se price was 450,000
and a title of nobility.
oh-i-noor has the most
isputed history of any
liamonds. It belonged
eceased Dhuleep Sing,
ore, and was the greatest
1gdom. When England
the Punjab, in 1845, the
hild and was partly per-
compelled to accepta
(Queen and transfer to
yr.  Shortly before his
visited Eogland to re-
that, he said, had been
t was exhibited as one
s at the first World’s
Palace, at [.ondon, in
the second largest dia-
pe—186 carats—but, being
egular, was recut as a brilliant,
dto 10215 earats, with a loss
ths and but little gain in beauty.
ame Koh-i-noor, or ‘‘mountain of
" was first used by Nadir Shah, on
ing the Great Mogul diamond.

Another diimond of the same name, the
Persian Koh-i-noor, is one of the great
diamonds belonging to the Shah ot Persia,
who wears them on his left hand and right
foot. These are irregularly cut, like all
Indian gems, but their history and details
are not known.

Several other large diamonds were seen
and described by Tavernier in the course
of his Indizn travels, but they are not defi-
nitely identified now.

The Regent, or Pitt, diamond, weighing
13634 carats, was long the pride of the
Crown jewels of France, and until within
the past decade the finest large diamond
known. It was bought by the Duke of
Orleans, then Regent of France, of Pitt,
Governor of Fort St. George. Its original
weight was 410 carats. According to a

phlet which Pitt published, to clear
himself from the report of having stolen the
stone. He purchased it in Golconda of a
Hindoo merchant. Pope’s famous lines:

Asleep and naked as the Indian lay,
An honest factor stole the gem away .

allude to this story. This diamond was
stolen from the Garde Meuble in 1792, but
was restored in a mysterious manner. Its
cutting, which occupied two years, cost
$17,500. Napoieon wore it in the pom-
mel of his sword. Itis now in the Galerie
d' Apolion in the Louvre, with the two
Mazirin diamonds not sold at the French
crown jewel sale.

One extraordinary diamond h s been
yielded by the Borneo mines; this is the

Mattam, of 317 carats. It was found in
1760, and belongs to the Rajih ot Mattam
Borneo. The Datch Governor of Batavia
offered for it two men-of-war fully equip-
ped and £50,000 (%250,000); but the
Rajih replied that the fortunes of his family
depended upon its retention.

Among other notable or historic dia-
monds may be mentioned the following :

The Shah, 86 carats, of peculiar oblong
form and great purity. It is one of the
Russian crown j*wels, having been pre-
sented by the Shah ot Persia to the Czar
Alexander I.

The Nassuck, 78!, carats, is a triangu-
lar stone with t-iangular facets. It was
among the spoils taken by the Marquis of
Hastings in the conquest ot the Deccan,
became the property of the Iist India
Company, and has passed by sale through
various hands to its present owner. the
Duke ot Westmnister, who paid £7,200
(836,000) for it at auction.

A diamond of 76!; carats, belonging to
a Dresden of London, is a Brazili n stone,
cut in drop shape, and of great purity and
fire.

The Sancy is a notable his'oric stone of
5314 carats. It first belonged to the Duke
of Bargundy, and was bought by the King
ot Portugal in 1479, and later trom him
by the Baron de Sancy, who sentit as a
present to his sovereign, Henry III. Toe
garvant who bore it was attacked by rob-
bers, and swallowed the diamond, which
was found in his body after bis death. Its
next possessor was James Il. of England,
who sold it to Louis XIV. for £25,000
(%125,000). It disappeared in the plun-
dering ot the Tuillier'es during the French
revolution, but after many peragrinations
was sold to Prince Paul D:midoff ot Russia.

The KFugenie diamond is a beautiful
brilliant ¢t 51 carats purchased by Napo-
leon I1I. tor the Empress Eugenie.

The. Pigot diamond, of 44, carats, was
brought trom India by Lord Pigot, and
finally passed to Ali Pasha of Egypt for
£30,000 (£150,000). When Ali was mortal-
ly wounded he ordered that the diamond
be crushed and his favorite wite strangled.
The diamond was crushed, but s wite
Vasil'ka, was spared.

The Polar Star 40!, carats, a remarkab-
ly pure and lustrous stone, is like the Shah
and the great Orloff, one of the crown
jewels of Russia.

The Cumberland, 32 carats, was bought
by the city ot London and presented to
the Duke of Cumberland. It was ait:r-
ward claimed by the kingdom of Hanover,
and restored by Queen Victoria.

The supposed ecormous diamond sent
from Brazil to the King ot Portugal in
1745 has never been seen by any one who
was allowed to examine it or near enough
to it give an accurate idea as to what it
really is. An illustration has come to my
hand irom the London Magazine of De:-
ember, 1746, gives its form as egg-shaped,
its weight 1 680 carats, and its value
£224 000,000 ($1,200,0000,000). The
form represented proves conclusively that
it is not a diamond, but a rolled pebble ot
white topaz or rock crystal, as the dia-
mond, from its exteme hardn ss, never oc-
curs in a rolled form.

Ot col red diamonds the most remark-
able are the following :

The hope diamond, 41!, carats, of a
brilliant saphire blue, one ot the most
beau ifu! stones in existence, was in the
collection of the late Mr. Hope of Amster-
dam, who valued it at £32,000 ($160,000),
and bas lately been sold to an English
millionaire, Mr. Joseph Tasker, for (£160,
000 ($800,000) The sale was cancelled
because the purchaser said that he was
drunk. The stone is donbtless the sime
as a blue diamond described by Tavernier,
which was afterward sold to the French
crown, and disappeared after the robbery
of the French crown jewels from the Garde
Muuble, in 1793.

The Green Diamond of Dresden, now in
the celebrated Green Vaults of that city,
is a pear-shaped stone of 38 carais. It
was purchased by Augustns the Strone,
and 13 a remarkably beautitul green dia-
mond.

The Florentine diamond, oiten called
yellow, but really sherry colored, is the
largest colored stone, and belongs to the
Austrian crown. It weighs 133 carats,
and is valaed at 1,000,000 florins ($540,-
000). Its bistory is mysterious; 1t was
tound on the battlefield of Granson, by a
soldier, who sold it for 1 florin.

It finally came to the Duke of Milan,
then to Pope Julius 11., and by him was
presented to {he Emperor of Au-tria.

The finest yellow diamond known, and
the largest stone in this country, is the
Tiffany diamond of 125%; carats. Itisa
flawless double brilliant of a rich orange
yellow, and is vilued at $100,000 Itis
an African stone, belonging to Tiffany &
Co. of New York, and has never been
offered for sale.

The Star of the South is a Brazilian
stone of pale veliow, and nearly the sawe
gize, 135 5 6 carats. Its original weight
was just about double. It hasconsiderable
fire and ranks among the finest stones
known ; it now belongs to the Maharajah
of Baroda.

The Red Russian diamond is small (10
carats), but remarkable for its brilliant red
color.” It was purcbased by the Emperor
Paul I. for £75,000 (100,600 rubies) and
letters of nobility.

A diamond weighing 457!; cara's was
brought from the Cape in 1884. It has
been cut into a brilliant of 180 carats, the
largest in the world, and is valued at
£200.000 ($1,000 000). The finding of
this stone is involved in mystery; it was,
evidently, surreptitiously tak n from one
of the mines. The name ‘Victoria™ was
given to it, in honor of the Queen, and
trom 1888 to 1893 it was the finest bril-
liant known. It is also called the “‘Im-

perial.”

World Weary .

Lea—Higby is the most utterly blase
fellow I ever met ! Does'nt believe in man,
woman or the world.

Perrins—Lat's ree; he’s pretty near
twenty now, isn’

BRITONS WITH LUGGAGE.

THEIR STYLE IMITATED BY SOME
AMERICANS.

Articles Carried on a Journey In England
Which ;Are Rarely seen on this Side of
thes Water-Nome of the Things Which
Are Odd Sights in America.

As the travelling Briton is known in this
country by his luggage, so the American
woman was once hated in Europe because
of her Saratoga trunk, says the N. Y. Sun.
The world has escaped the general adop-
tion of the Saratoga trunk, but a worse
thing seems possible, as British luggage
threatens to become international. Even
now you may buy in this town all the im-
pedimenta with which the travelling Briton
cumbers himselt and bedevils the rest ol
mankind. A Broadway trunkmakér has
for some years past undertaken to fix the
thraldom of these things upon his fellow
countrymen and women, and many travell-
ing Americans, especially the wealthy and
fashionable, are to be recogniz:d by the
multiplicity ot British impedimenta that
they carry to and fro in their frequent
journeyings between the Old World and
the New. More curious still, those clever
and imitative Japanese have begun to pro-
duce British luggage identical with the or-
iginal in the minutest detai's, even down
to hind-sewed straps on leather trunks,
portmanteaus, and the like; but, drolly
enough, the whole outfit is merely a paper
counterfeit of the real thing.

American imitators ot things British,
lacking the fine humor of the Japanete,
have made no substituti»n of light material
for heavy, but have taken on the full
burden of ponderous British bat boxes,
portmanteaus, rugs, bags, holdalls, and
even bathtubs. It was a travelling
American who gave to the world an account
of a refreshing scene on board a Mediterr-
anean steamer bound to Tangier, or some
such Mohammedan port of North Africa.
A British passenger with his bathtvb bad
nearly pestered the life out of a meek,
coffee-colored Mohammedan, who accepted
the Briton's curses without a sign of re-
proach ; but when, in the course of getting
the luggage ashore the precious bathtub
fell overboard and sank like lead, the harm-
less follower of the P’rophet was seen to
pause in his work and dance gleefully upon
the deck, exclaiming in trinmph : ©*Ob! Mr.
Goddam, Mr. Goddam !” Itis since that
incident that travelled Americans, in their
aping of British ways, have acczpted even
the burden of the bathtub.

A study of baggage at a steamship
wharf or even at a large railway station in
New York is an instructive lesson as tc
the cosmopolitan character of the city.
There is one article ot British luggage
that seldom survives more than one
journey within the limits of the ['nited
S:ates, and sometimes gets no further in-
lind than the New York hotel at which
he traveller makes his first stop. This
article is the little trunk or box ot Japan-
ped tin, much used by travellerin Great

Britain. The flimsy trifle hardly survives
the first encounter with the American
baggage handler, and after the first

journey of 600 miles in this country is
battered out of all resemblances to its
original rectilinear self. It is an article
of luggage not suitable to the exigencies
of American travel. A pathetic feature
of the baggage at the railway stations that
are doorways to the West is the immi-
grant’s Juggsge. Sometimes it 1sa mat-
tress, from the steerage, wrapped about
the few belongings of the new-made
American. Again, it is the corded box of
the Irish, English, or Scotch immigrant.
It will be recalled how important a pre-
liminary to Charlotte Bronte's journeyings
out into the great world from her York-
shire home was the cording of her box.
The corded (box is as rare among the
luggage of an Awmerican traveller as the
old hair trunk, though both are occasion-
ally seen. The seaman’s locker, recti-
linear for <table stowage, and strong
against accidents, figures in the luggage
at steamship wharves. Oae knows in-
stinctively its contents of old clothes,
photographs, curios, tobacco, and long-
treasured letters from home, and the ar-
ray of pictures from the illustrated papers
pasted on the inside of the lid.

The elaborate dressing cases that some
Americans and all well-to-do Englichmen
used to travel with ace going out of fashion

It is almost a necessity that the traveller,
with this pretty piece of luggage take along
a valet, for the thing weighs like so much
lead, and is too precious to be trusted to
the tender mercies of the baggags depart-
ment. The travelling desk also has nearl

disappeared, thougb some ingenious trun{
makers now produce trunks that open so as

to form desks. The lvncheon hamper that
used to accompany every traveller across
this continent in the days before dining cars
came into use has almost entirely disap-
peared. The Califurnia millionaires of
early transcontinental travel carried en-
ormous and richly laden hampers, and
dispensed often a princely hospitality to
their fellow travellers. he dinner hour
on board a transcontinetal train was a
picturesque incident of travel in those days.
The travelling Briton in Europe still,
som-times, carries his luncheon hamper,
and it is often one of the nuisance ot Euro-
pean travel.

Some of the English theatrical com; anies
bave become so used to travelling in
America that they have adopted our
methods with baggage. They accept with
grace the great American trunk, dispense
with the hatbox, and bathtub, the rugs
shawlstraps, aud the rest, and calmly se
their belonzings carted off by a stranger,
who leaves behind as evidence only a bit
of brass bearing a few letters and numbers.
It is a great trivmph for American methods
that this should have come about, for the
travelling Briton clings to his luggage as
to magna charta and the bill of rights. He
stows 1t all about h:m in the compartments
of his own railway coach, and keeps a j al-
ous eye up«n every individaal scrap of his
queer belongings. IHis things are under
the seat and over his head. He fights with
bhis neighbors for the last inch of space,
growls at the least encroachmert from any
other man’s luggage, and as night comes
on opens up and lights his personal travel-
ling lamp and buries himsalt in the latest
issue of the London Times. The exigen-
cies of transatlantic travel have taught
gome things to those travellers not rich
enouvgh to buy great chunks of hold space.
The single requirement that no trunk above
3 feet long by one foot 9 inches wicde and
1 foot 3 inches deep shall be carried in the
ordinary stateroom has done a vast deal
toward emancipating the ordinary traveller
trom the thraldom ot impedimenta.

There are some bits of European luggage
seldom seen in this country. The meta!l-
lic case for the trisngular cocked hat ot a
General officer in the British army and the
sword cases of other officers one rarely
sees on American railways, because British
officers do not travel in this country with
military accoutrements, and our own little
army cuts only a small figure in the great
mass of travzl. The respectable jipanned
despatch boxes of Ambassaders and their
messengers, constantly seen in Continental
Europe, are almost unknown by sight to
the American travelling public, and are as
strange as those British oflicial envelopes
conspicously labelled, **On her Majesty’s
service.”

Like the touch of Magic.

Desperate ltchin_s of the Skin Al'ayed
by Chase’s Qintment—The Recognized
Skin Specific

It is only a few month since Dr. Chase’s
Ointment was brought prominently before
the public, principally by its cures of stub-
born and lcng standing cases of Itching
Piles that had defi:d all other treatments.
To-day itis recogmzed from ocean to ocean
as an infalible cure for Itching Piles,
Ecz:matic Eruptions and all Itching of the
Skir. Its cures have rendered its sales
larger than those ot all other preparations
tor such ailments combined. People use
Dr. Chase’s Ointment with confidence, be-
cause in every community someone has
been benefitted like Mr. Simpson. Berlin
Ont., who, under date of Feb. 8, '95,
writes that for a number of years he was
troubled with Itching Piles ; they caused in-
tense suffering, and although dcz:ms of
advertised remedies were used, none of
them did any good aithough some of them
had long and thorough trials. Here are
Lis cwn words quoted from his letter. ¢ Last
fall 1 got a bottle of Chase’s Ointment
from Mr. Landreth’s drug store Berlin.
I applied according to directions and soon
found it was what I wanted. Only used
part of one box when I was well as ever in
my lite. Once in a while since I bave felt
slight symptoms ot its return, but one ap-
plication of the Ointment and all is nght
again,”

Such expressions as this from those wh>

use Chase’s account for its popularity.
Price GO Cents,

Oldest Tree in England,

A chestnut tree at Turworth, the resi-
dence of the Earl of Ducie, hear Bristol, is
prohably the oldest tree in Engiand. It is
1,000 years old at least, and measures fifty
teet in circumference until it branches into
three limbs, one of them over ten feet in
diameter.

Dread Kidney Disease Quickly Removed.

To eve1 bunch the many words of praise
written of South American Kidney Cure
would consume large newspaper space.
But take at random a few: Adam Soper,
Burk's Falls, Ont.: *One bottle of South
American Kidney Cure convinced me of
its great worth.” Michael McMullen,
Chesley, Ont. :

¢i procured one bottle ot South Ameri-
can Kidney Cure, ana taking it according
to directions got immediate relief.” D. J.
Locke, Sherbroke, Que.: ‘I spent over
8100 for treatment, but never received
mirked reliet until I began the use of South
American Kidney Cure.” Rev. James
Murdock, St. John, N. B.: “I bhave re-
ceived one hundred dollars worth of good
from one bottle of South American Kidney
Cure.

Timely Warning.

The great success of the chocoiate preparations of
the house of Walter Baker & Co. (established
in 1780) has led to the placing on the market

2 many misleading and unscrupulous imitations

of their name, labels, and wrappers.
Baker & Co. are the oldest and largest manu-
facturers of pure and high-grade Cocoas and
Chocolates on this continent. No chemicals are
{ used in their manufactures.
| Consumers should ask for, and be sure that
they get, the genuine Walter Baker & Co.’s goods.

Walter

WALTER BAKER & CO., Limited,
DORCHESTER, MASS.

Use

URPRISE

Soap

on wash day.

It Saves

i

nE‘D the directy,,
on the wrapp.

money.

Use Onlv Pelee Island Wine Co’s. Wine

oon | DEESTGL | THEY ARE PURE JUICE
| SR T OF THE BRAPE,

MARCH 16TH, 1308
E. 6. SCOVIL, AGENT PELEE ISLAND GRAPE JUICE, St.JoBN, N. b
DEAR SIR,—My family have received great benefits from the use ot the PELEE ISLAND GRAPE J U103 |
during the past four vears. It is the best vonic and sedative for debility, nervousness and weak lung:
have ~ver tried. It1s much cheaper and pleasanter than medicine. I gould not be without it in \1'
hous Yours, JAMES H. DAY »Day’s Landing, Kings Co.

E.G. SCOVI

Tea and Wine Merchant - « =« =« 62 Union;Street, St.Joh
Telephoue 623, - " Sole Agent tor Ma:'xgime tl”rovm‘:»:
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¢ “Famous” Baseburner

The Handsomest and Best
Working Stove of this Class in
America.

The construction of the flues
gives it a greater heating capacity
than any other. Entire base ra-
diates heat. Made in two sizes,
with and without oven. Oven is’
made with three flues same as a’
cooking stove. Double heater at-
tachment by which heat can be
carried to upper rooms. Beauti.
fully nickeled.

A Triumph of Art and Utility.

THe McCLARY Mrc. Co.

COCOV 0000000 momommo\wmmo“i

LONDON,MONTREAL, TORONTO,

99993900

5 WINNIPEG, VANCOUVER,
§ If your local dealer does not hand!s our goods, write our nearest house.
WMOWMWMQJ

OV A A PLANL
SISO NN
o™ Vory

o~ oe
e oy
“

g LR S e TR

| .
The.... | Let.“PROGRESS"|
Best.... Advertise
Advertising Your Holidayj

Medium Goods.

\|
’
N

2y TN N
N\

3
3

\%/
AN
NS
7
N/
N

NN

<IN

@ AN PN P N P N AV N AP M AN L PN L P N A P N ‘
@l."-l"-"ul"-"-"‘-"hl'\-"ul"-".l'h"."l-".l'h"."v

wommaimssnmd I )8

r

By

”

2
O

NNm=Q0RT

\
&
( \
7K

i
X
pe
%
z
x
Xk
s |
%
x
&
5
&
*
@
&<
&
*




