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NO EQUAL AS A HOSTESS.

Mrs. Willlam Astor and the Bangnets for
which She 1s Famous-she Coasulls [a

Man as to the Guests and an Artistic
[ Womn Give Needed Advice,

The last course had been swept from the
mahogany table, the last lingering guest
had bidden farewell to the hostess, the
last light had been extioguished in the
great salon. And alone in the big stair-
case hall where she had taken leave ot her
guests, stood a tall, stately woman with
whitening hair, brow touched with time,
vet dignified, beautiful and the grand dame
from head to foot.

la parting with the last guest Mrs
William Astor completed a year of the
most famous dinner-giving on record ia
the social world from the time of Mar:
Antony to the present day.

In the year which clesed with the end of
th» Newport season Mrs William Astor
had ¢n‘ertaived more than two thousand
guests at dinner, had given over one hun-
dred small dinners and presided over fi'ty
ceremonious events. This means being
hostess at a dinner party three nights of
the week for a whole year, ,and entertain-
ing an average of twelve persons at each
of these feasts.

To be the Lostess at a dinner party is
one of the most trying ot social functions,
even if one has the host to fall back upon
for assistance. The host can tell the host-
ess with one peculiar glance that it is time
to rise from the coffee cups and the hostess
with an answering look says. “Rise and
escort the ladies to the drawing-room door.’
It is the host who leads the men back to
the dining room
smoking room, and wh> finally conducts
them to the ladies.

Bat in the case of tLis famous woman
dinner ziver it must all be done alore, for
Mrs. Astor is a widow, and, tbough she
has a son, she is far too great a dinner
giver to intrude her own family at all
gatherings of young or old, literary or
social.

When Mrs. Astor staried in upon her
career of dinner giving, just after her re-
tirement for Mr. Astor, she took up the
thread where she had dropped it two years
before, but in a much more thorough way.
Her first dinners were conduct:d in series
of six, with one night between, and a dif-
ferent set being represented at each. Aad
this last point she has followed out to this
day, believing it to be the most successful
way.

\When planning a dinner Mrs. Astor’s
fi:st move is to send for some gentleman of
her acquaintance. And, as she always has
a dinner in prospective, her mornings are
spent behind the friendly samovar consult-
ing some one or other of her frien1s about
the next teast. The gertleman selected is
for the evening the host in many ways, and
he occupies the seat of honor opposite the
hostess, unl:ss some very old or very cele-
brated lion is to be shown off at the dinner.

The gentleman selected goes over the
list of guests with Mrs. Astor. Her first
question i; as to politics.  She desires
those ot the same political hue, to make
the dinner harmonious, and then those of
the same tastes. When she entertains
Chauncey Depew, who is a favorite dinner
guest with her, sh2 selects persons who are
fond of travel or foreignrs, sure that other
countries will form a pleasant fi:ld for dis-
cussion.

Ward McAliister was for years Mrs.
Astor’s confi lential adviser regarding ccre-
monious dinners, though a great deal of
rivalry existed betwe:n them. McAllister
was j2alous of Mrs. Astor’s wines, and
Mrs. Astor res<nted the way he had of fol-

lowing up her dinners with larger and
more elaborate ones on her own lines But
the two worked together in one thing—to
entertain society.

When the matter of guests has been
gettled the chef is called. He, overwork-
ed dignitary ! hasbeen inventing new dishes
and a new menu ! “This is unknown as
ye',) he cays, taking an elaborate menu
from his pocket and describing a new
creation of culinary art. At one of the
dinners the ‘‘creation” was a soup made
from the juice of small birds squeezzd un-
cooked through a press. This juice was
afterwards highly seasoned, cooked by a
special process, so that th: fire did not
touch it, and served Lot and fragrant.
Its color was a clear red.

The artistic director of the establishment
is next consul:ed. This personage in Mrs.
Astor’s household is a woman. She isa
tall young girl of Greek parentage, and as
beautiful as she is artistic.

“With the brown of the soup there
should be the blue soup service,” she says,
consultiug the menu left for her.

“‘Silver fish,” she decides, ‘‘should be
sarved upon the silver fish plates and plat-
ters, and the fish should appear in full
beauty at the table.” Nothinz but the
roast is searved upon the gold set—that
solid, priceless service that cost even more
labor than mcney.

And so through the dinner. Each
course, in ac_ordance with the prevailing
style, goes upon a separate set of dishes,
and each is a figure in itselt.

For her dinner parties Mrs. Astor
dresses in black velvet always. And
wonderful black velvet gowns shehas! A
maid laid one over a chair, supporiing its
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folds for a certain paltry scritbler to see,
and the writing woman gasped for weeks
in wemory of its elegance. Th» waist was
iicrusted with tiny diamonds. They belong ‘
to Mrs. Astor's uisat collection and are
pierced. They are sewn on the velvet like
beads, and the sparkle, as they cover the
entire bodice, is graater thin tongue can
describe.

Ano:her of the many velvet gowns is
plain, one magnifi:ent sweep of glowing
velvet. Bat over it is clasped the wonder-
tul stomacher that cost £50,000 ; and j:wels
are hung from shoulder and mneck. No
statelier cizht was ever seen than this
American hostess when she welcomes her
guests at the dinner hour.

To be the greatest dinner giver in the
world means a great d al besides being the
hostess at the dinner itself. It means an
enormous amount of thought and expense
upon the dinner services themselves. The
gold set. for example, used to cost £100
every time it was cleaned ; and so deeply
did the cleaning process penetrate that
each time %50 worth of gold was removed
by actual weighing. This summer Thomas,
the trusty steward, has himself cleaned the
set to preserve it from further ravages.

When a dish is broken and the set
not be matched, it is given away or sold,
and when a new fork or spoon comes out
in the jewelry line it is immediately pur-
| chased by Mrs. Astor, whose table boasts
the newest of everythinz. Each week
there go to her sampl: of quzer-tined j:lly
forks, and the oddest silver and gold
scoops ever seen. If she accepts them for
dinner us?, the paten‘ee is assured of their

can-

tuture sale.

To be the greatest dinn2r hostess in the
world means a cost of £1,000 for each din-
ner, and to be the mod:l hostess m2ans a
| world of good dressinyand both a hereci-
; tary and a cultivated fund of tact and
and training. But Mes Astor is willing to
go to all the trouble to accomplish her pet
social fad, and as a reward she is famed,
from the circle of Mme. Felix Farure
across the ocean back home again to her
own New York and Newport, as the great-
est dinner hostess that ever livad.—N. Y.
Advertiser.

GARRISON AND WANDERERS.

They Are Still at War for Reasons which
Seem Good Ones to B th Sides.

Hav rax, Oct. 3.—That the Garrison
and Wanderers are still at war i3 apparent
from the fact that the offizers declined to
put a football team into the trophy league
ithis season. The Garrisone would not
pliy cricket with the Wanderers all sum-
mer because the latter excluded them from
membership in the club, and now they re-
fuse to play football, as a club in a league
in which the Wanderers are one of the
principal competitors for the trophy.

While the Garrison have refused  enter
the football league this year, such ecision
is the act merely of a majority of the club.
It was not uninimous conclusion. No one
knows positively outside the charmzad mili-
tary circle, what took place at the meeting
of the Garrison club on the same afternoon
that the trophy committee met, but
all agree that it was a stormy gather-
ing. The offlcears met at 3 o’clazk, while
the trophy committee assembled at 5 the
same afternoon. The two hours were
spent in arriving at the d:cision not to play.
The Garrison club was entitled to two rep-
resentatives an the jint committee. At 10
minutes past 5 one military representative
only, Lieutenant Bailey made his appear-
ance. When bhe arrivad from his
meeting instead of taking his seat
wih  the others he held a whis-
pered consultation with the navy re-
presentatives. The result of that deliber-
ation was that the navy representatives an-
nouncedgthat their team would include
some of the offl;ers and weuld be called
‘“‘the Uanitad Service t am.” The navy
were determined to go in regardless of
what the military decided.

The fact seems to be that it
is the minority of the Garrison team,
who are opposed to the Wanderers boycott
by their comrades who are to play their
men along with the navy footballis's. The
majority would not allow them to enter the
leagne with the Wandcrers under their own
colors, but they could not prevent their
joining forces with the sailors and playing
under the name of ‘‘the Uaited Sarvice.”
Surprise is expressed that Colonel Anst-
ruther should now place himself so deter-
imedly in opposition to the Wanderers, as
he bas done. At one time earlisr in the
season it was thought he was in favour of
harmony, but that with him day has passed
away.

The first game of the league takes place
next Saturday (O:tober 12th) when Dal-
housie will meet ‘‘the United S>rvice.”
The football fever reaches an intense heat
in Halifax. The fezling is rising now, and
by next Saturday it will be well up towards
the crisis which comes when Dailhousins
and Wanderers compare strength. A. D.
M :Intosh is the Collega captain and Frank
Grierson the Wanderers leader.

The Chinese Minister and the Boys.

Although great sticklers for ceremony,
in private life Cniaese dignitaries are simple
and unaffzcted, more lixe boys than men.
A young lady was walking through a park
in Washington not long ago, when the
Chinese minister pissed her, going out,
He was followed by a lot of boys. The
young lady was afraii1 tnelals were ahout
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to do something rude, and she called one
of them to her, ‘Do you know who that is?’
““Yes ; Chinaman,” was the liconic reply.
“‘He is the Chinese Minister,” said she,
impressively, ‘‘and you must be very care-
ful not to be rude to bim.” “‘Oh, we ain’t
going to hurt him,” answered Young
America. ‘“‘He is all right. Ile bas been
playing footbail wit. us down in the park.”

WANTED TO SEE THE BORE.

So He Went to the River Erovided with His
Own Artificial Light.

There is nothing in the world so desirable
as genius, after all, and when it happens to
be coupl:d with that most rare attribute,
presenca of mind, then the possessor is in-
deed to be envied. A gronp of Moncton
peopl2 had a very interesting illustration of
this unusual combination one day last week.
And it happened thus:

The celebrated Petitcodiac bore is too
well known an attraction to need any de-
seriptioa.  He is a sonrce of perennial curi-
osi'y to all tourists who pass throuzh the
railway city, and of deep interest to all
strangers who scjourn fo: any length of
ti ne within our gates. The residents of
Moncton are na‘urally proul of their
crowning attraction, anl if they do not
show as much excitement over the move-
ments of their cherished possession as
strangers think they should, it is merzly be-
cause they are used to his ways and
know exactly how to take him.

One secret of their apparent inliff :renca
is the fact that his worship his special re-
ception days when he greets his admirers
in war paint and feathers, and puts on
special attractions. Taese periods are
about four times a year, when the tides
are highest and thea the bore has no rea-
son to complain of indiff :rence on the part
of his townspzopla.

Septembar and November are great
months for see1ag the bore at his very best
and last week the wharves were crowded
with sightseers, who were fully rewarded
for their long chilly vigil because the bore
was well worth seeing, between seven and
eizht feet high, and roaring like a railway
train. Oae night in particular, 8 certaic
whart was black with an impatient crowd
of people who had been waiting for a long
time in the raw night air, and who were
beginning to get tired, as th2 bore did not
sem to be on schedule time. The night
was very dark, and the watchers had been
straining their eyes, and having their ears
deceived by the roariny of the quicksand,
tor a longer time than they liked.

At last the far off rumble was unmis-
takable! Nearer and nearer it came with the
regular, measured roar which makes it
almost impossible to distinguish from a
rapidly approaching train, and at last it
was in sight. The spzctators closed up to
the froat of the wharf and gazed eagerly
down at tha bed of the river where the
foaming wall of water was plainly visible
stretching across the channel, and it was
then that one genius arose in his might
and showed what material he was made of.
Just as the bore reached the foot or the
wharf. some one in the crowd hastily
struck a match, and stood a living illus-
tration of liberty lighting the world,flashing
his mimic torch into the eyes of the
spectators and successfully blinding them
until the bore had passed out of sight, and
there was nothing more to look at!

We have often heard the expression
baling out the ocean with a sieve, but it
remained for a Moncton genius to light a
match, in order to view the famous
Petitcodiac bore. o T

DEATHTOTHESPARROWS.

Remarkable Expedient of a Man who had a
Very Strong Baking Powder.

A party of drummers having met at one
of our hotels recently, they commenced to
tell their experiences and what they had
seen, when one of the drummers told the
following story :

““One of the slightest men I ever saw
was a young fellow out West who was
selling baking powder, and was up to all
tae dodges to advertise his goods. He
happened to strike one little town in which
Englisi sparrows were a great nuisance
and the authorities had offered a bouanty on
spirrows heads. The baking powder man
saw a golden opportunity to give his goods
a big reputation, and offered to exter-
minate all of the sparrows io town inside
of two weeks. His proposition was gladly
acepted, so he began his work.

He selected a large vacant lot as the
scene of his operation, and every evening
would go out there with several bushels of
corn, which he fel to the spirrows until
they bezan to get acquiinted with him,
and came to the lot in bizger droves every
day. In the meantime he had sent East
and boughta barrel of empty capsules,
which he filled with the baking powder,
and then put salt on the outside of them.
When he saw that all the sparrows in town
were coming to the feed ground he had a
large tank of water placed there and was
ready for the grand climax. Oa this event-
ful evening he took his salted capsules
of baking powder to the lot instead of corn
and threw them out to the unsuspecting
SPAITOWS.

Of course, the salt made the birds thirsty
and they immediately flaw to the water
tank and drank, and the rasult was some-
thing awful. The water melted ths cap-
sules and made the baking powder rise.
The poor little birds try to stay on the
ground, but the baking powder was too

strong and it compelled them to rise

straight up into the air and finally popped
them open. The spectators could plainly
hear the sparrows pop and said 1t sounded
like the popping of & paper bag. It rained
sparrows all night, and the next day not a
single live one was visible.

It is needless to say that there is only
one brand of baking powder, for sale in
that town.—Portland Telegram.

TOLD OF A FRENCH KING.

He Fulfilled a Promise 'Made by Him
.4 u. More Than Years fifiy Before.

T A pleasant story is told of how the
French King l.ouis X1V . neglected a prom-
ise for a great many years. A member ol
his court, and one of his devoted followers,
Monsieur Puysieux, had been in Switzer-
and on an important mission, and on his

return to France was cordially’ welcomed
by the King. After they)had exchanged
greetings, Puysieux asked the king if he
were really satisfied and pleased with him,
if his expressions were more) than mere
words, and wera to be absolutely relied
upon. The king warmly assured him that
he mean't what he said, Then Paysieux
replied gaily that he could not siy the
same, that for his part he was not at all
satisfied with the king. ‘‘And why not,
Paysieux ?” asked the king. “Why, sire,
because although you are the most honest
man ia the kingdom you have failed to keep
a promise to me which you made more
than fi'ty years r go.”

““How is that ?” inquired the monarch,
surprised and mystifi2d.

“Howis1t?” You have a good mem-
ory, Your Maij2sty, so I am sure that you
i cannot hav: forgotten the circumstance.
Do you not remember our playing blind-
man’'s bluff at my grandmother’s, and, that
you put your blu: ribbon on my shoulder
that the blindmin would not recogaiz2’you
so easily? When we had fiiished the game,
[ returned the decoration to you, and you
promised to give m2 one when you ;became
king. Yor bave been king a long time,
and I have never received the blue ribbon.”

Thae King remembered the game of blind-
man’s buff pertec ly, laughed heartily and
said that Puysieux should at once have the
blue ribbon to which h2 had so clear a
claim. This blue ribbon was the decora-
tion of the Order ot the Holy Ghost. That
very day the King called a meeting of the
chapter, and Puysieux received ths dec-
oration for which he had waited for more
than halt a century.

His Dream was Worth Millions,

Elias Howe almost beggared himself be-
fore he discovered where] the eye of the
needle of a sewing machine should be
located. His original idea was to follow
the model of the eye at the heel. § It never
occured to him that it should be placed
near the point, and he might (have failed
altogether it he had not dreamed he was
building a sewing machine for a savage
king in a strange country. Just as in his
actual waking experience, hs was rather
perplexed about the needle’s eye. He
thought the king gave him twenty-four
hours to complete a machine and make it
sew. It not finished in that time, death
was to be th+ punishment. Howe worked
and worked and puzz'ed and puzzled, and
finally gave it up. Then he was taken out

to be executed. He noticed that the war-
riors carried spears that were pierced near
the head. Instantly came solution ot the
difficu ty, and while the inventor was beg-
ging for time he awoke. It was 4 o’clock
in the morning. He jimped out of bed,
ran to his workshop and by nine a needle
with an eye at the point bad been rudely
moielled. After that it was easy. This
is a tru2 story of an important incident in
the invention of the sewing machine.—
Phila. Times.

Importation of Pieclous Stones.

It is estimated that during the last twenty-
five years the American people have paid
duty on at least $180,000,000 worth of
diamonds and other precious stones. Ia
1893 alone thav imported $15.203,563
worth, but in 1895 there was a falling off,
owing to bard times, and the total was only

| &1 856,985.

There's one good school—Snell’s College.

PITM N SHORTHAND

is hard to learn and hard to read. SNELL'S
is easy to read because the vowels are
written, learned in halt the time and
BETTER in EVERY WAY,

Taught by mail. I.2sson free.

S A, SNELL. Truro, N, 8.
CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.
At Exhibition. Everybody to

WA"TE ree **Bluenise” Sleigh Rebes at

Leather Exhlbit. They are warm, last longer, look
bettte than most kinds. Wm. Peters, 240 Uaion St.,

St. John.

o "M FOR SALE
8T| BER"ARD PUP Thorough-
bred St. Bernard’s pups, 4 weeks old, extra large
stock, price $15. For further particulars apply to
A.W. Cruise, Moncton, N. B.

ARE ynu BOMING to our Exhibition ?

1f so, cut this out
and present it at our exhibit, it will en:itle you to
having your photograph taken and a cabinet print,

free of charge. THE RoBERTSON PHoTO SUuPPLY Co.

PR DFES s I ONAL PHOTOGBAPHERS and

Amateurs are invited when
vi«iting the Exhibition to inspect our modern stu 1io
in Main Bailding, where all the new appliances and
materials will be demonstrated TaeE RoOB3IRTSON
Puoro SurrLy Co.

n E s I DE"c Tat Rothesay for sale or to reat
yfor the Summer months. Thp
pleasantly sit house known as the Titus proa
erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sty
tion and w'thin two minutes walk of the Kennebe.
casis Ren.' easonable. Ag&lﬁ to H.@&. Fenat?.

Barzster-at-Law, Pugsley B s 246~
AMATEUR oo tting for amatenres

eavelopers, Toning and fixing solutions for sal e

LuverwN PrOTO STUDIO, 88 Charlotte St., St. golm
! .
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ELEY

Job Central Fire Cartridge Cases

BPOWD 113 « 11 113
Brown Pin “ “ “
Green Central Fire ¢ “

Thick Felt Wads, Pink Edge Wads,
Black Edge Wads, Cardboard Wads,

MARKET SQUARE, ST.

ENGLISH
AMMUNITION.

E. B. Military Caps, E. B. Caps, C.
Caps,

Best Sporting Caps,

Also, 1373 Bags Shot.

To make the best shooting, use Eley's
Cartridge Cases, loaded with
Hazard’s Powders and M. 1.
Shot.
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W. H. THORNE & Co., s

JOHN.

N —

Have you seen our new

RUSSIA IRON HEATER

“The
Magic.”

It is the latest addition to this line.

There are 3 sizes, with all the mod-
ern improvements : Anti-Clinker Grate,
I.arge Ash Pan and Earthen Evapo-
rating Cup.

The fire can be continued through-
cut the entire season.

F=mERrsoN & F~1SHER.

o s+ 1980
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Fifty Years Expericnce

»_—

We must make §

good stoves or the
people would not -
have bought them

4 year after year.

¢ MODEL,”” FOR WOOD —2,000 SOLD ANNUALLY.

The “Model’”’ Wood Cook

T.ONIX( N,

THIZ McCLARY M’F’G. CO.

MONTREAL. | TORONTQ,

WINNIPEG,

> -}CrOOC»COOGONOWW“MWW“i
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Farmer’s Stove. i§

If your local dealer does not hancle our grods, write our nearest house.
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Breech and Muzzle Loading Guns, Rifles,
Carpmes. Revolvers, and all kinds of
sportinggoods. Lowest Prices.

T. WAVITY & SONS,

If so0, it will pay you to
send at once for our price
list. We have a fina assort-
ment of

DO YOU WANT A GUNP

- )_”)‘ &‘; .
f _f,HtCHARBSN it A

13 to 17

« 8T, JOHN, N. B.
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