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Sunday Readingks

FISH OF GENESARETH.

Pecularities of the Waters of that Lake
Whereon Christ Walked,

Lieutenant Lynch of the United States
navy has established the fact, that the de-
pression of the Dead Sea is over 1,300 feet
below the level of the Mediterranean, while
that of Lake Genesareth is 800 feet lower
than the ocean. Luke Genesareth is con-
nected with the Dead Sea by the Jordan
flowing through from north to south, and
engineers and scientists are satisfied that
the bed of the Jordan is gradually sinking.

My observations on the shores of Lake
Genesareth and those ot the inhabitan‘s of
the neighboring towns and villages indicate
that the lake is falling towards the bottom,
while the water is becoming denser from
year to year writes a correspondent of the
Chicago Inter-Ocean. The salt strata in
its neighborhood are growing constantly,
and sulphur springs are becoming frequent
on the plains surrounding it. In the north

;- j’! east of the lake the tops of palm trees,

some alive, more of them dead and barren,
rise above the water at a distance of from
twenty to forty feet from the shore.  That
they should have taken root in the water is
impossible, and the supposition is that orig-
inally they stood on little islands that were
submerged with the sinking of the lake’s

bottom.

The catastrophe which resulted in the
destruction of the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah and in the formation of the Dead
S@e is computed to bave occurred about 1,-
£00 years before Christ. The Dead Sea
has puzzled scientists ever since, and many
ot its remarkable features have never been
explained. Its depression below the lcvel
of the Mediterranean is the deepest known
on earth. The bottom of L.ake Genesareth
is on a much higher level at present, but if
it continues to sink as it has done in the last
twenty years a repetition of the events of
4,000 years ago is not imprebable.

Josephus, who was born in the year
37 B. C., reports that the water of Lake
Genesareth was ‘‘clear as crystal, sweet
and wholesome.” I tried to drink of it,
but found it putrid and nauseating, It
left a salty taste in the mouth. I asked
the fishermen plying their trade on the
lake, as in biblical days, wbether the
water was always unfit for drinking rur-
poses aud received answer that it grew
more and more foul every year.

This seems to indicate that the surmises
as to the change of condition in the lake
are correct. The water of the Dead Saa.
as 1s well known, is entirely unfit for use
by man. The stench arising from it
creates a pestilential autmosphere for

miles round. I have never been able to
approach the lake n summer, but the
natives have informed me that about this
time of the year the water, even a foot
below the surface, acquires a ten perature
of 90 degrees. It has been observed that
past midnight the temperature of the water
on the surface measured in the neighbor-
hood of 100 degrees.

The Dead Sea is not dead as to animal
lifte. = Hawks, partridges, frogs, and
pigeons are numerous upon its shores and
all sorts of crawling insects abound there;
the sluggish waters are, too,covered with
ducks ; in fact the tauna is the same as that
inbabiting the sbores of Lake (enesareth
with this difference, however, all specimens
of the animal world about the Dead Sea
are slate colored, while those enlivening
the shores and the surface ot Lake Genes-
areth wear their ordinary plumage and
scaly dress respectively.

he Lake Genesareth, also called the
Sea of Tiberias or Galilee, is situated sixty-
five miles north of the Dead Sea. Its ex-
treme length is fifteen miles, its greatest
width six and three-quarter miles. The
water is very deep even at the shores. In
some spots its depth measures 160 feet, in
others 750 and more. In the northeast
and nortuwest the shores are flat and
swampy ; the mountains of Sated approach
the lake in the north, in the west we have
the hills of El Hanna and Hattin. The
volcanic plateau of Jaulan commences in
the east ; it is distinguished for many dead
craters.

Palms that bring forth no fruiting,
par®rus plants and oleancders flourish in
tn¢ neighborhood of the shore. 'The stones
at the edge of the water are literally cov-
ered with turtles, some ot whick grow over
a foot and a halt long. Ducks are plenti-
ful in some parts; n others the pelican
holds forth in large numbers. This water
fowl, rem:rkable for the enormous pouch
formed by the extensible skin between the
lower jaws of its bill, is a most interesting
bird. It requires for its sustenance a vast
supply ot fishes, which it pursues under
water. Having obtained a prize, the

lican rises to the surface just long enough
to awl:llow the prisoner or prisomers in its

uch.

Big lobsters are in evidence everywhere.
7 nhabitants of the many ruined cities,
towns, and villages on the western shore—
notably Tiberias, Capernaum, and Mag-
dela—subsist almost entirely upon the
lake product. I have been here nearly
two months, and have not met a man who,
with Simon, would say, **We have toiled
all night and have taken nothing” (Luke
v., 5), On the contrary, the lake seems
to be overflowing with fish, and many that
came filled their ships with them, at the
expense ot little labor, so that they began
to sink” (Lukev., 7).

I was shown the place where the Lord
“stood by the Lake ot Genesareth and saw
two ships standing by the lake; but the
fishermen were gone out of them and were
washing their nets.

The sort of nets employed by Simon
Peter, James, and John previous to the
time when *‘they forsook all and followed

" bhim to catch men henceforth” is still in

use at Lake Genesareth. There are nets
«spread upon the waters” (Issiah XIX.,

8), but I have seen fishermen ‘‘that cast
anglers into the water.”

““The net works” mentioned by Isaiah
are simple woven affairs, seemingly very
strong without a bit of metal.

Josephus says: ‘‘The Lake Genesareth
contains peculiar specimens of fish, which
differ in taste and form from those of other
waters.” One of the species by him re-
terred to is the chromis, popularly known
as the *‘apostle fish.” The legend has it
that Simon’s barks became loaded with
them when the Lord commanded him to
throw out his nets. Ina single draught i
landed many species of the genus chromis.
An Englishman recognized one as Chromis
Simonie, another as Chromis Andreae, the
third as Chromis Magdalenae, a fourth as
Chromis Tiberiadis, etc, according to the
classfication of the British Museum. Chro-
mis Simonis is very like our carp with its
sides stove in. He is about eight inches
long, with a greenish-brown back, the belly
glittering in bluish silver. The fins are
very sharp, and the belly fins are situated
immediately bekind the breast fins. Risk-
ing a second draught, I took several hund-
red of the Chromis Tiberiadis, which is
twice as big as the other and has a coat of
silver green ; its ‘ail is reddish, with green
spots.

The Tiberiadis preters still water and
swampish ground ; that probably explains
its presence in such large numbers in Lake
Genesareth. I have eaten this fish from
Lake Genesareth in Jerusalem and in Safed
in winter time. The natives send it as far
as N. zareth in cold weather.

If the Tiberiadis is caught in the Jor-
day stream 1t is as bad as it he was caught
in a net. The water will carry him to the
Dead Sea, and, arriving there, the fish at
once turn on their backs and die.

A month ago I found in my net a num-
ber of Chromis Simonis without eyes.
Others of the species, when I lifted them
up, dropped a number of little fishes out ot
tteir mouths, which swam away lustily.
The natives ¢ xplain the phenomenon. The
blind chromis are the victims of sea hawks.
When these birds have ¢aten their fill they
begin to look out for tit-bits. Alter catch-
ing a fish they hit its forehead with their
sharp beak, knocking out the middle part,
in which the e¢yes are set. The bony
structure is dropped into the water, but
the eyes are eaten by the birds with great
relish. 'l he natives tell me that the fish

enerally survive this rough treatment.
he wound heals up qui kly in the wa:er,
and tbey continue to ply the lake for tood
as if nothing had bappered.

The Chromis Simonis is more careful ot
its young than fish generally are. The fish
tather takes the eggs in his mouth ana
keeps them in his natural side pockets where
they are regularly hatched, and remain
until able to shift for themselves. By this
ing« nious arrangements the brood is com-
paratively guarded again:t its natural
euemies ; it is easily fed, too, but it is a
puzzle how the little ones escape being
eaten alive by their papa.

There is another apostle fish in Lake
(Genesareth. Josephus describes it in his
book. Th: species is trequently in the
waters of Western and Central Africa, but
its presence in the lake is quite extraordin-
ary, as it is found nowhere 2lse 1n Eastern
Africa. Ttis fish is about a foot long, has
a brown back, a silvery belly, and yellow-
ish green fins.

A very pretty fish, too, is the capocta,
which grows to be one and a half feet long.
Its head is dark green, its back silvery
green. and its belly yellow. Along the
sides run deep pink lines, The back, tail,
and breast fins are green, the others yellow.
This fish is a native of Asia, and it is a
mystery how 1t became an inhabitant of
Lake Genesareth.

A very remarkable fish from many points
of view 1s the clarias macracanthus, ot which
I have caught several specimens in Lake
Genesareth. It is from two to three and
a halt feet 1ong, the head being one-thitd
of the length ot the body. The mouth is
very capacious. When caught the clarias
acts in the net like a scrpent, winding itselt
and jumping about. A fisherman in my
presence took one of the captivesand threw
it bard upon the shore, whereupon it began
to mew like an enraged cat. The tones
were quite loud, and continued for some
time. Josephus also names this fish as an
inhabitant ot Lake (venesareth at the time
of Christ.

Procrastinated Too Long.

An old man, relating his <xperience to
Dr. Cuyler, said: *‘When I was about
seventeen I often felt deeply, but I deter-
mined to put off a dccision until [ was set-
tled in life, After I was married I re-
membered that the time had come when I
pro:ised to attend to religion ; but I bad
bought this farm and was anxious to avoid
all expense, such as church-going would
involve, and I put it off for ten years more.

When the ten years came round I thought
no more about it. I .often try to think
now, but I cannot keep my mind on any
subject one moment. Itis too late now.
I fear that my doom is sealed, and it 1s just
that it should be so, for the Spirit strove
long with me, but I refused him. Now it
is too late.’ Thke poor man died as he
had lived. one ot the many millions who
had extinguished the offered light and
groped through a midnight of darkness
into a hopeless eternity !

The Longest of sermons,

The two longest sermons on record
were those preached by the Master ot Trin-
ity College, Cambridge (the Rev. Isaac
Barrow, D. D.), and the Rev. Thomas
Doolittle, respectively ; the former, which
was preached at Westminster Abbey, occu-

ied three hours and a halt in delivery;
and the latter, which n print filled 214
pages of the volume, occupied much about
the same length of time. John Howe, a
celebrated Puritan (born 1630, died 1705),
usually held a religious service on public
fast-days which lasted trom 9 a. m. till 4 p.
m , an unbroken round of prayers, readi
exposition of the Scriptures, singing, an
sermons ; each ot the two sermons occupy-
ing an Lour in its delivery, The auditors,
however, used to retire for refreshment and
return. Sir James Stephen eays that
Richard Baxter could not with the most
rapid voice have delivered his sermon be-
fore Charles II. in less than two hours.
It is in small quarto and contains seventy
es. The Japanese Christians are said

to Jisten to seven sermons in succession,

each an hour long, with o'-il{ an interval
for tea after the third. e late Mr.
Spurgeon, speaking of long sermons, said
that if a man studied for a week he might
be able to preach for half an hour, but if
he studied only for halt an hour he could
preach for a week.

HAMLIN THE BAKER.

The BSuccess ll!nmnded His
Stood for a Right Principle.

Rev. Cyrus Hamlin the first president
of Robert college, Constantnople, was the
first man to establish a steam flour-mill
and bakery in Turkey, says a writer in the
Youth's Companion. In spite ot the op-
position of the whole guild of bakers, the
enterprise was highly successful, for the
reason that Mr. Hamlin sold good bread
always above weight.

During the Crimean war, Lord Raglan
established his mulitary hospital in the
Selimieh barracks at Scutari, which had
been built by the great Moltke. One day
Mr. Hamlin was asked by an ord. rly to call
upon Dr. Mapleion at the hospital. ~After
some demur he did so. Aa he entered, the
doctor asked brusquely, without salutation :

““Are you Hamlin the baker?”

“No, sir, I am the Rev. Mr. Hamlin, an
American missionary.”

“That is just about as correct as any-
thing I get in this country. I send for
a baker and I get a miszionary.”

There happened to be two loaves of bread
on the table, and Mr. Hamlin said: “I

persume it is the bread you want, and
you don't care whether it comes from a
heathen or a missionary.”

“Exactly so,” answered the doctor.

After some sparring between the Ameri-
can missionary and the English officer, Mr.
Hamlin agreed to furnish bread for hospi-
tal use, and taking up the printed contract
to do this, in order to sign it, noticed that
it said: “To deliver bread every morn-
ing between tbe hours of eight and ten,
or at such other hours as might be agreed
upon.” Dr. Hamlin pauscd a moment
It will be necessary to insert in this con-
tract the words ‘except Sunday’ after the
word ‘morning.’ The bread can be de-
livered Saturday evening, say at sunset.”

*“The laws ot war do not regard Sun-
day,” replied the agent of the British Gov-
ernment, curtly. ‘I cannot change a
syllable in that torm ot contract.”

“Very well, sir; then I will not furnish
the bread. [ have not sought the busi-
ness.”

To the hospi‘al this refusal meant the
loss of fresh food ; to the missionary hund-
reds ot dollars for the cause for which
the good missionary had given his life.
Nevertheless, he did not flinch, so the other
had to give way.

““The chief purveyor,” said the doctor
after a pause, ‘‘is a good Scotch Christian,
and he will arrange with you tor that.”

So Mr. Hamlin furnished the bread on
his own conditicns.

Later, a large camp of the English army
was formed at Hyder Pasha, and again Mr.
Hamlin was engaged to supply the bread
at the rate of twelve thousand pounds a
day.

The first delivery at the camp was
dramatic. The soldiers were w iting im-

atiently to receive it. They seized the
oaves ravenously, and tasted them. Then
the bread was hurled high in the air and,
the joyful crv rang through the ranks:

«Hooray, for good English bread!”

The provost of the camp was anticipat-
ed over the double Saturday delivery. On
the first Saturday, sunset, Mr. Hamlio,
proceeding the long line of carts, saluted
the provost and said :

«“As it is Saturday, I deliver the supply
of bread for Sunday : as at the hospital, so
at the camp.”

This was met with a volley of oaths, and
the order to take the bread back and de-
liver it in the morming. Mr. Hamlin, un-
heeding the order left the bread and
departed qaietly. To the missionary’s as-
tonishment the nexi Saturday morning the
provost wrote on his receipt, ‘*R:member
the double Saturday delivery.”

Firm

God's Power in Life,

It would help us greatly if we should
teach ourselves to remember th:t all high
duties—all lite, indeed—touches the super-
natural world, or what we call such. Rath-
er call it the spiritural world. There lie
the power and cfliciency, the quickening
energy, of all that we do. We should
never forgetthat all cur work lies within
this world and touches it at every moment.
The servants did not kuow the power that
was present as they gathered the water-jars
and brought the water; but Mary knew in
part, Jesus knew perfectly that Goa’s
power stands ready to break into the pie-
sent order at any time. Itis always at
hand, ready to work its transformin[g
miracles upon the elements ot earth. It
can change toil into heavenly rest, and
turn the stones of earth into bread. Sor-
row, weakness, trouble, our very faults
and defects—these it remolds anc trans-
forms into spiritual qualities and powers.
The whole trend of things in creation is
from lower to higher, from coarser to finer;
and Christ is but changing water into wine,
the poor and the evil into the rich and the

good.

We Should Live for Others.

The periods of our lives whick give us
the most joy at the moment, an which
are most exquisite in memor{. are those
when we have gone most wholly out of our-
selves, and lived for others. She who
sceks excellence and not reputation alone,
rises highest in her pursuits! and she who
forgoes her own pleasures—ignoring, it
may be, her own rights—and forgets her-
self, in her genuine interest for others, at-
tains to the surest and most satisfactory
enjoyment. The secret of many low and
miserable lives is the complete absorption
of the man and the woman in their own
pleasures and wants, cares, character and
prospect—Mary A. Livermore.

A Shrewd Malay Merchant,

The recognized trustworthiness of Chris-
tians is well illustrated by the story of a
Malay merchant related by the ‘American
Messenger’ :

A ship commanded by a New England
sea captain visiting India was boarded by
& Malay merchant, a man of property, who
asked him 1f he had any tracts he could
part with. ‘

The captain, surprised by the request

from a heathen, as he considered him,
asked : ‘What do you want of Enghsh
tracts 7 You cannot read them.’

*True, but I have a use for them never-
theless,’ said the Malay, ‘through his in-
terpreter. ‘Whenever one of your country-
men or an Englishman calls on me to trade
I put a tractin his way and watch him. If
he reads it soberly and with interest, I in-
fer that he will not cheat me ; If he throws
it to one side with contempt, or with® an
oath of profanity, I have no more to do
with him—I cannot trust him.’

God’s Volce In Sllence,

As the flowers follow the sun and silently
hold up their petals to be tinted and en-
larged by its shining, so must we, if we
would know the joy of Gol, hold our souls,
wills, hearts and minds still before him
whose voice commands, whose love warms,
whose truth m:kes fair our whole being.
God spesks for most part in silence only.
If the souls be full of tumult and jangling
voices, his voice is little likely to be
heard.— Alexander Maclaren.

The Spirit of Love.

A spontaneous, glad, willing spirit of
love and reverence, of trust and devotion
—this 1s the life of all reli.ion, as itis
everywhere the lite of all noble sentiments,
of all worthy action, as it constitutes the
sacredness of the child’s obedience, the
glory of the patriot’s sacrifice, the in-
spiration of heroism and labor like that
of Paul---not counting the cost.—Dr.
Chapin.

What Work Does for Us.

Thank God every morning when you*
et up that you have something to do that
ay which must be done wlether you like
it or not. Being forced to work and
forced to do your best will breed in
you temperence, self-control, diligence,
strength ot will, content and a hunured
virtues which the idle will never know.—
Charles Kingsley.

A SEASON

OfDreadand Fear
for Thousandsof

People.

If you Woul_d— Bani:h the

Blues and all Your
Other Distres:es

Use Paine’s ‘elery Com-
pound.

Yes, this is just the season when we hear |
men and women lamenting bout their half
dead condition. They find that physical
and mental energy has deseirted them, and
they are :inking deeply into the pit of de-
spondency.

The hot weather invariably produccs
thonsands of miserable feeling mortals.
Thay lack nerve force, s'rength and vitality
They are usually tormented by dyspepsia,
flatuleuce, biliousness, heart trouvle, con-
stipation, nervousness and sleeplessness,
they cannot rest day or night, znd life be-
comes a burden heavy and intolerable.
The great recuperator, strength and
health-giver for such weary, worn-out and
suffering people is Paine’s Celery Com-
pound, now so universally approved of by
medical men.

Paine's Celery Compound inits peculiar
composition, combines the best producers
of healthy and pure blood, the first essential
to perfect health, strength and activity.
When the great medium 1s used in summer,
languor, irritability, nervousness and sleep-
lessness are permanently banished, and
men and women go about their duties with
a vim, will and energy thit indicates health
and robustness. Use Paine’s Celery Com-
pound at once, it you would enjoy life in
the hot weather.

The Charm In Scotch.

I wonder if persons who can w:ite Scowch
are sufficiently aware of the great literary
advantage they have over writers who &re
not born to that ability. It is no credit to
them that they can do 1it. It is a gift to
oature dropped in their lap. I never heard
of any one who learned by artificial means
to write Scotch. Scotch writers do it, and
no one else. Ii has long been obvious that
the proportion ot good writers to the whole
Scotch population was exceedingly large,
but I do not remember that it has ever been

ointed out how much easier it is for a
gcotchman to be a good writer than an-
other because ot his innate command of the
Scotch tongue.

There are such delightful words in that
language ; words that sing on the printed
page wherever their employer happens to
drop them in; words that rustle; words
that skirl, and words that clash and thump.
—Secribner's

Increase as They Fall,

Raindrops always increase in size as they
fall. This is occasioned by the accumulation
of moisture from the air through which
they fall. And this being so, it is cvident
that their size will depend upon the
height of the clouds from which they
descend, as well as the rapidity of con-
densation. Hence we find that tropical
rains and summer showers fall in large,
heavy drogs, while tie fine, driwzling rains,
mists and fogs are characteristic of cold
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AUTOMATIC.

It is one of Thomas A. Edison’s inventions, ard
will reduplicate lctters, postal cards, music, draw-
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