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FOR THE MOTHERS OF GIRLS. 
“Jenny June” Tells Mothers What Course of Training to Give Young Girl<—Hints as to the 

Literature they Should Read— The Need of Sympathy for Those Too You izto Enter 

Society and too Old to Romp—+“The One Motive of Organic Nature,” 

“The one motive of organic nature was to make 

motuers.” 
“This is the explanation of the superiority of 

woman tosnan, her contemplation of the nature of 
the child.” 

—** Ascent of Man.” 

It is a little curious that we always sprak 
of mothers as if they were, or ought to be, 
wise, experienced, nature, and capable of 
meeting every problem that presents itself 
with that ripeness of judgment that some- 
times, not always’ comes to age and much 
ig for reflection and observation. 

e forget that the mother was born on 
~ghe day her first child saw the light ; that as 
4a mother she is only as old as her children; 
that it is out of her ignorance, out of her 
mistakes, that experience comes; and that 
rms she has only instinct and the 
abits of her youth to guide her. “The 

mother is unique in nature. She holds the 
secret of life, which she is still not able to 
solve ; and is the eternal medium between 
God and the continued life ot humanity. 

It young mothers could comprehend the 
vastness of the problem set them to solve, 
there would be no mothers, no life. We 
celebrate knowledge ; it is a question if we 
do not owe more to igmorance, to that 
happy ignorance which gayly trips were 
angels wou'd fear to tread. 
At no period in the life oi a daughter is 

the mother more beset by difficulties than 
at the opening age, when the child is leav- 
ing behind her childish plays and cares, and 
puzzling questions of her little girlhood, 
that could be answered by alittle thought; 
or brushing up ones old mathematics, an 
example o1 which I may give as showing 
how a certain kind of teaching operates on 
a young mind; “Mama,” said my little 
Alice to me one day, “is it good to die 
young?” “No, dear,” I answered, after 
reflection. “Why do you ask? 
“Because,” said the child, ‘‘my teacher, at 
the Sunday school, said it was. I don’t 
want to die; is it wicked not to want. to 
die” “No.” I replied, itis right to live. 
We are here to live. and to put our lives 
to good uses. If there 1s any wickedness 
it isin dying young, before we have learned 
all we have to learn in this life. Dying 
young is like leaving the primiry depart] 
ment in school before we.are ready for the 
intermediate ; and you know that would be 
very bad. You would feel as if you had to 
go back to the primary. No, dear, the 
teacher was mistaken, or perhaps you cid 
not understand her. All life is good life; 
this, as well as any other. But we must 
use it well ; think of it as a precious privilege 
not as something that is good to get rid of.” 

“I don’t, mama,” cried Alice, eagerly, 
“I love to live ; but I thought maybe it was 
not right to love to live.” . 
At a later age fourteen or fifteen, the 

girl does not ask if it is wicked to ‘love to 
live” She lives, she knows it. Life, a 
newly awakened sense of life, is ting'ing in 
every fibre of her being. She begins to 
feel emotions—she does not understand 
them ; but they agitate her. She wants 
sympathy ; she does not know exactly for 
what ; but its absence is a grievance. She 
feels intensely every pulsation of the lifé 
that throbs about her. She is fitful, 
changeable in her moods ,and easily hurts 
quick to take offense, yet strongly desirou 
to do something great; perform some 
heroic act ; sacrifice herselt for those she 
loves; and then die, and be *‘understood” 
at last. 

For, at th’s stage and age, the girl be 
lieves most truly that no one understand- 
her, not even her own mother. She con- 
siders herself unique, not at all like other 
girls, and her one idea is to separate her, 
self from a cold and cruel world, and de- 
vote her life, until her early death—fore 
she believes she will die young—to some 
beautiful and ennobling charity. 

Poor little girl! She is careful and wi e 
to keep all these brooding thoughts to her- 
self, for she knows that, tragedy though it 
may be to her, they would provoke shrieks 
of laughter from ber big brother, impatience 
from her father, and fear and anxiety, lest 
she were going to be ill, trom her mother. 
What is she to do? In all the world there 
is no place for her. Her elder sister is “'in 
society,” and busied with her own weighty 
concerns. Her father is *‘busy” downtown, 
her mother occupied with a thousand things 
and only troubled by her moodiness, not 
in the least aware of the overcharged heart 
gt is thrown back upon its own morbid 
resources, that & crying out for love, pity, 
companionship, and, instead of receivmg it, 
is sent upstairs to the third story to sit 
alone while a gay party is being entertained 
in the drawing-room. 

For a girl at this age, under the ab- 
surdities of our eonventional system, is am 
anomaly. She has no place in the economy 
of oursocial life. #he is too old, or feels, 
herself too old, for the society of “little” 
girls, and she is not eld enough for the so- 
ciety pf young women. This idea she re- 
sen bitterly. She feels much older at 
fifteen than she will at twenty-two ; and she 
thinks, with consolatory bitterness, th:t if 
some people could only know what she 
thinks of them, they would not rate them- 
selves so highly. 

This period, so little understood, is’ 
ethically of the greatest impo: tance. Init 
the other gelf is born ; the essential woman 
the women whose li'e is to be a *‘living 
sacrifice.” 

It is an infinite pity that ignorance of the 
laws that govern moral and spiritual de- 
velopment, so often renders us oblivious of 
the influence that, like rich seed, might at 
this stage be so fruitfully planted in the girl's 
receptive mind: In her broddings and mus- 
ings—her unexpregses aspirations and un- 
fathomed desires—lie the germs of her 
higher nature, which is as capable of culti- 
vation, as susceptible of growth as the limbs, 
or the hair. The mos precious and im- 
pressible period ot a girls life is this critical, 
conscious age often considered the most 
disagreeable—an “awkward” sge—‘‘when 
a girl,” as some one has said, “‘is all arms 
and legs, and doesn't know what to do 
with either,” It is too much the rale enor- 

mously exag zerste the va'ue of physique, 
aad let the moral qualii s tak: care of 
thems«lves. 

Lovelin ss ¢f mind and spirit at a t'me 
when the emotional sideof a girl's nature 
is abnormally act’'ve may be most cisastrous 
evil influences may enter, if good ¢nd t ue 
ones are not in occupation, and an oppor- 
tunity not only lost, but real injury done— 
when the girl's nature wakes to deeper 
activity, and sympthatically effects the 
whole moral fabric of h r being. 

In former times there were na ural du- 
ties in the family belonging to ev ry period 
in the daughterslie. Sne was her mother's 
helper ; and the small s rvices she performed 
the useful routine of domestic life; left 
little opportunity foridle imaginings or in- 
trospectiveimoods, while needed service in 
the home was a girl's fi-stand most essen- 
tial obligation. Modern methods have, 
however, eliminated all the old ideas of 
personal services from the family. Servants 
occupy the kitchen—a train ad nurse the sick 
room. Every oneis “busy”; no one bas 
any time for anything or any one, not even 
for the girl and the qu: stions sh=is begin. 
ning to-ask her elf, and upon te answers 
to which may depend her future life. 
The want of a belpful environment to the 

development of womanly qu ities doubles 
the anxie'ies and responsibilties of the 
mother; at the same t'me that she has less 
power either to control or direct her child's 
acts than was the case when mothers knew 
less, but were obeyed because obedience 

was the rule. 
It is now very difficu’t for the mother to 

maintain any position of ascenianey. She 
has to contend with influences both from 
within and without. Often she must ‘‘bide 
her time.” Her diughter, in rebel ious or 
willful mood, is flattered, or led against 
even ner own better judgment, and the 
mother is rarely sustained by home influence 
cr public opinion, both forces tending in the 
direction of letting young people *‘have 
their own way.” If the eas did not 
begin“ way back”—if the daughter has not 
inherited respect for those to whom she 
owes duty—if her home environment has 
nk stimulated and strengthened sentiments 
oflove and loyalty, no amount ot intelligent 
consi {eration of the subject on the part of 
the mother will make up for the lack in the 
beginning. ‘‘Be careful ot the beginnings,” 
says Thomasa Kempis: * ‘efter efforts come 
too late.” If this istruz of “minor affairs, 
how muh more true of a human sou'? 
But if the spirit cf the age is against the 

girl in one way, or sgainst the mother’s 
point of view in her desire towards her 
daughter's welfare, itis helpful in another. 
The girl of fifteen is generally an om- 

nivorous reader. A few years ago there 
was nothing between the schoolbook and 
the Sunday school story o! the good children 
that died young, except the one, two, or 

three volumed paper-covered novel. There 
is now a new cass of books that is helptul 
and inspiring to young gir's. The volume is 
of stories of “‘historic” g'rls and women, of 
_ssheroic” girls, of the h roes of the naticns, 
E ’s ‘Golden Days,” ““Hereward. 
the Last of the English”; ¢Theodric, the 
Goth,” and stories of chiva'ry, all belong 
in the same category, and interest young 
irls exceedingly. 
If the right kind of books are used in 

connection with the history the girl is 
studying, abiding iuterest is created, 
and a lght thrown on the lives of the 
men, and woman, who have lived, and 
preformed great deeds, before the light of 
the nineteenth century dawned. Thus it 
is useful for the nineteenth century girl 
to know; for she is very apt to think that 
the world, at least that of woman, had re- 
mained stationary, like so many marble 
Galateas, until she was born. Yet a 
great writer has said that there was no 
deliberate plan or purpose in the most 
inspired and inspiring period of English 
and French histery—tbat of the Crusaders. 
That Crusades and Crusaders were the 
natural outgrowth of the splendid character 
of the woman who lived in the fedual times 
and in the feduval castles, which they were 
often called upon to defend. 
From Livia, the wife of Agustus, down, 

what a long line of magnificent types there 
are for the young girl to admire and em-. 
ulate. Seen in the distance, they obtam 
perspective and that halo of romance 
which fires the amagination, without as- 
sailing the heart; and insensibly creates 
standards which will iu time be modified 
and equalized, but not lowered. 
An invaluable influence in the life of 

the young girl is the modern custem in 
our high achools and colleges of calling 
upon the pupils for quotations freely chos- 
en from auy author. The list voluntartly 
chosen always includes the best, and ac- 
customs the girls—obliges them, them in 
fact— to make frequent and careful studies 
of the best poetic and prose writers. 
When they have once learned to under- 
stand and appreciate true beauty of style 
and form of expression, they will not nA 
rate the inferior, and the mass of yellow- 
cevered rubbish will have no charms for 
them, 

It ought to be understood, and it will 
be when the study of child nature is pur- 
sued with even as much care as we give 
to plantseor animals, that children are not 
born blank, like sheets of white paper, 
npon which anything one chooses can be 
written ; nor yet as fixed stars, that must 
run their course irrespective of condition 
or circumstances. « There are epitomes of 
the universe, of nations, of races, and 
their stages of development represents the 
life of the race; their possibilities, its 
past as well as its future. 

. Watching and waiting must enter large- 
ly into the life of the mother, It sur- 
prises her at first to find that childhood 
and girlhood are a success'on of phases, 
partly traceable to Leredity, partly to 
embryonic development; that instead of 
showing fixed determanation of charac- 
ter in giving directions, they often disap- 
pear and are succeeded by others which, 
while belonging to the type, are different 

in manifestation, and create alarm or fond 
anticipation, according to the qualities 
they indicate. Shortsighted anger and 
punishment are worse than useless in cases 
where un‘ortunate tendencies are indicat- 
ed. Wise direction, patient waiting, un- 

| failin sympathy nd tenderness, and 
stimulatng influences in opposite ways, 
constitu'e the only course for the mother. 

Ind vidual sovereignty is pretty well 
understood, and generally asserted by the 
voung woman of our time to such an ex- 
tent, indeed, that few ties ot early home 
or family are allowed to interfere with her 
desire to carve out her careerin her own way 
Yet it not unfrequently happens that this 
is only accomplished after much friction ; 
and bitter conflict with the mother’s social 
prejudices. The mother forgets that her 
daughter is, first of all, a human being, 
and that her rights as such are to be re- 
spected. The obedience she owes her 
mother is secondary, and is not for the 
mother to exact, but for the daughter to 
yield. If the sense of her own right and 
duty to herselt is stronger, the mother 
will gain nothing by a sullen and half 
hearted submission, which may become 
open and defiant rebellion; but placing 
the whole case before the girl, frankly and 
dispassionately as she sees it, leave her to 
decide. 

Should she finally de‘ermine to act in 
accordance with h-r own wishes, let the 
mother accept the situation, hard though 
it may be. She cannot see, or foretell the 
future ; and the result may be better than 
she fears—the carrying out of her own 
plans, the opposite of her hopes. Atany 
rate, the daughter is to live as woman 
long after the claims of the mother have 
ceased to be paramount. She has a right 
to a voice in the interests with which 
those years are to be filled. In any case, 
they will be sure to bring with them all the 
realization, all the justification of the wise 
mother. 
“What I fear is,” said one mother to 

her young daughter, *-that you will blame 
me when you get older. You will say, 
¢ Mother, you know you ought not to have 
allowed me to take this step. 
“No mother,” replied the girl: “I naver 

shall ; 1 shall know you bad a very willful, 

and determined daughter. 
The willful and determined daughter is 

the product of the age. She is probably 
necessary to the making of the twentieth 
century woman. That woman who is to 
be on school boards ; keep our city streets 
c'ean; make eur country neighborhoods 
beautful, and care for neglected children; 
ani rs those drties of municipal 
housekeeping that have been so long 
neglected. 
The embryonic woman of to-day has 

the light of the future in her eyes, and the 
pressure of the future duty upon her heart. 
here is something of the Sybil in her 

consciousness of the mission entrusted to 
her; and the mother may reverenly trust 
the rest to a Greater Power, after she has 
Gone her best. 

Jexyie CunNiNGuam Crovy. 
“JENNIE JUNE.” 

Leaves Slanting Inward and Outward. 

The difference in the slant and position 
of leaves, as also the variety of size and 
shape, have, says Sir John Lubbock, 
reference to the organization, habits, and 
structural requirements of the plant. In 
the lime, beech, and elm, for instance, the 
leaves are in nearly the same plane with 
the branch—an arrangement admirably 
adapted to secure the maximum of light 
and air. In the maples, sycamores, and 
horse-chestnuts, the leaves are placed at 
right angles to the axis of the branch, be- 
cause of the different disposition of the 
main stem and i's lateral branches. 
Professor Kerner, in his Natural History 
of Plants,” states that much of the diversity 
in leaves depends upon the infinite variety 
of soils. The general build of the chestnut 
tree, for instance, is cone-shaped, and its 
broad green palmate leaves slope down, 
wards and outwards. Every drop of water 
fallng on these leaves runs down the 
grooves in them on to the leaves below, 
and is thus carried to the earth, falling in 
a circle around the bole of the tree. 1t is 
exactly in that circle that the feeding roots 
of the tree will be found. The sunflower 
in a similar manner sends the rain outwards 
from its stem ; but the rhubarb plant, which 
strikes its roots straight downward instead 
of horizontally outwards, is furnished with 
leaves and stalks slanting inwards, so as to 
carry the water that falls to the very 
centre of the plant. Anyone walking in 
the country on aramy day may notice that 
every twist, curve, and point of the leaves 
within view plays an active part in the 
irrigation of the roots. 

A Tower of Stag’'s Horns. 

Nearto the Convent of the Carmelites, 
at Ispahan, in Persia, and near to the Shah's 
stables, there is & most remarkable tower. 
It is built of earth and the horns of ahues 
and stags. The story of this remarkable 
erection is that Shah Tamas killed, in one 
hunting-match, no fewer than 2,000 of these 
animals, in memory of which he caused this 
tower to be erected, and the horns 
to be employed in the construction thereof. 
Nowhere else can such an erection be bosted 
of. Laplanders, im building the rude huts, 
frequently make use of the antlers or horns 
of the reindeer or Arctic stag for that pur- 
po and invariably cover their summer- 
ouses* with the skins of that animal. Akbar, 

the great Mogul, constructed his house, 
and also an octagonal hunting-lodge, of 
ivory. Part of this latter building is still 
standing, being situate about twenty miles 
west of Agra. The exterior bristles with 

lines, sixteen being on each of the eight 
sides. 

The 1 ath of a Rifle Bullet. 

The pathof the rifle bullet@cannot be 
an even curve, owing to the nature of the 
forces which act upon it during the flight, 
Projectiles are acted on by the force of 
projection, and by the force of gravity; 
the path which they describe must, there- 
fore, depend upon the ratio of these forces. 
The resistance of the air must also be 
taken into account, this resistance increas- 
ing or decreasing as the square of velocity. 
Gravity is an accelerating force which 
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causes a body to fall 16ft. in the first sec- 

ond, 48ft. in the next, 80ft. in the third, 

and so on. The path of a projectile is, 

therefore, setting aside the resistance of 

the air, a parabola, that is, a curve simi- 

lar to the one obtaiced by cutting a cone 

in a direction paralled to one side. The 

resistance of the air is, however, of great 

importance, as it tends to reduce the vel- 

ocity of the bullet gradually, and there- 

fore affects, to some extent, its path. 

“M. Quad” a Prolific Writer, 

Probably there are few persons who have 

not heard of “M. Quad,” the humorist, 

who made the Detroit Free Press famous 

throughout the country, and who is now 

located in New York city. Yet it 1s the 

fact that the creator of ‘Brother Gardner” 

and the Arizona Kicker” is but little known 

in literary circles, or even among working 

journalists. M. Quad, or Charles B. Lewis, 

has probably turned out more cop of a 

humorous and descriptive sort in the last 

fifteen years than any man writing for the 

ress. There was a time when Peck of 

>eck’s Sun 'rivalled him, but that was be- 

fore he went into politics. Bill Nye writes 
but one article a week and other humoris ts 

are satisfied with a few columns a week. 

But M. Quad turns out two and three or 

more columns a day. Tales oft adventure, 

sea yarns, short paragraphs, long articles 

of the Lime Kiln Club order, all flow from 

his fertile brain in a constant stream. Per- 

sonally Lewis is a most companionable man. 
He is tall, well built, with light hair and 

moustache. He is an indefatigable worker, 

and says that in fact it rests him to work. 

Of course, he commands a good income, 

and it is certain that he earns every penny 
of it. 

Japanese Dis®es. 

The Japanese national dishes possess 

little to recommend them to Occidental 

palates. To such they are an‘ipathetic on 

account of their offensive odors aud odd 

method of preperation, One of the dishes 
is composed of sea-weed shredded and 

matted. Whiie this is not absolutely un- 

palatable, its smell is described as resem- 

bling that of sewage exposed to a hot sun. 

Another matted substance is made of hy 

sands of small, slender fishes, which are 

dried and then grilled and eaten on but- 

tered toast. Vegetable marrows, after 
being soaked for a long time in yeast, are 

caten wiih soya, a sauce composed of 
sugar and salt. 

Knew How it Was Done. 

There has recently died in a Scotch town 
an extremely eccentric old gentleman (who, 
up till a short time before his death, kept a 
small general shop), of whom the following 
true tale is told. One day there came into 
his shop a man who wished to buy an empty 
soap box. 

“All right !” said Sandy, ‘‘ye can have 
one ; bat the price is tuppence!” 

““Tuppence!” ejaculated the would-be 
purchaser. “That's too much, Sandy; I 
can get them for less than that!” 
» “Less than tuppence? You're dreamin’, 
man!” replied Sandy, who dishiked*nothing 
so much as haggling. ‘“Where have ye 
had them for less?” 
“Down at your neighbor's, Kelly 

Tamson’s,” replied the other. 
“Oh!” answered Sandy, apparently much 

relieved, “That puirfule’s; no doubt ye 
wad git ‘em fer less there, but I was never 
fule enough to leave my boxes ontside on 
the pavement all night.” 

—— 
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