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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

(ConTiNUED FROM Firru PAeE.)

Mrs. C. W, Harrison sang * Rejoice greatly” and * I
know that my Redeemer Livetb,” n a beautiful and
eftective way. She received most flattering ap-
plause. The other pumbers were solos by Mr.
Titas and a violin solo by Mr. E B. Manning.

Miss Rogerson paid a short visit lately to Mrs.
R Lusby of Amherst.

Miss Lily Allison returned to her home in Wind
sor last w. ek after a visit to friends here. Miss
Allison’s friends were deeply shocked to hear of
her father's sudden death the day after her relurn

homs, althou ¢h in his usual health up tothe mom:n®

of his death.

Mr. George Clarks of St S:ephen is visiti'g
fiiends here this week.

Mrs. C. W. Young and Miss Abbie Todd of
Calais have returned to Calais aiter a visit of several
days here.

Miss O .borne Hannah is spending & few daysin
St. Stephen with her sister Mrs. W. M. Deinstadt.

Master Fowler is in Calais visitiog Mr. J. M.
Johnson.

Mrs. B. Yorke who has been visiting bere re
turned to Pa-rsboro last week

Mr. and Mrs. S. Hastings of Dundee, Ont., were
here the middle of the week,

Mr. und Mrs. W. H. Hathew*y and Miss Hathe
way have taken apariments at the New Victoria
and are comfortably settled tor the season.

Mr. J. E. 1hompson of Portland, Me., spent part
of this week in the city.

Miss Auna Blair arrived Lome from Fredericioa
Wednesday to spend the Easter holidavs.

Mr. J. Fraser Gregory paid a short visit to Fred-
ericton this week.

Mrs. Spencer Inch of Fredericton bas returned to
her home after a visit to friends here.

The marriage of Mr. E. B. Seeley and Miss Annie
Gorodwin, daughter of Mr. J. F. Goodwin, takes
place at the home cf the bride on Germain street
next Wednesday.

mr.Jo'nJ. Mshoney of Boston spent a short
time here during the week.

Mr. J. F. Eagan ot London Eng., is staying in
the city.

Mr. Lovd Ctesley and Miss Maggie Chesley are
spending a few days in Lawrencetown.

Mrs. Weston-Jones returned to W indsor last week
after a visit of a week or two with city friends.

M iss Isabel Coristie accompanied by her auut, is
spending a short time in Halifax.

The ciends of Mr. George Milligaa, fon of Mr.
R bt. Milligan of this city, will be interested in
hearing that he bhas taken a B. A. degree at Pine
Hill Theological seminary. He retarns to St
John in about a month where he wi.l spend the*
sammer; in the autumn Mr. Mill'gan will likely
go to Europe.

ST. GEORGE.

[ProGREss is for sale in Bt George at the store
o.T. O’orien.]

APRIL, 1.—A very interesting misrionary meeting
was beld in the baptist ckurch on Monday eveniog
ander the auspices of the W. M. A. society, the
speakers were!: Rev. J. Manning, St. John, Rev

Mr. Goucher, St. Stephen. Readings were given'
by Ms. E. O'Brien, Mirs. J. S. Clark, Miss Flor
ence Lavers and others, mutic by the choir; Mrs*
Samuel Johnson, president, presided.

Grand Master Whitlock with a delegation from
St. stephen were entertsined by the members of
St. Geo ge lodge with an oyster supper on Wednes-
du&(“ﬂ_ﬂl'g. ; 7

r. Charles Ludgate spent a few days in St,
Stephen and Moore’s Mills last weeg, Mrs. Lud-
gate returned fr.m a pieasant visit in Musquash on

Saturday. !
A few friends spent Friday evening at the resid-

ence of Rev. and Mys. Laver’s; those who bad the
pleasure ol being there enjoyed it very much.

Ihe marriage of Miss Ada Douglas, daughter of
Capt. and Mrs. Hugn Douglas to Mr. Daniel Camp-
bell tskes place on this (Wednesday) evening ata
quarter after eight, at the resi ‘ence ot the bride’s |
parents.

This being the week before Easter or Holy week,
services are being held in the episcopal and R. C.
church every evening. Max.

Mr. Jacob Wilcox of St. Thomas,
Ontario, is one of the best known men
fn that vicinity. He is now, he says,
an old man, but Hood’s Sarsaparilla
has made him feel young again.

% About a year ago I had a very severe
attack of the grip, which resulted in my
pot having & well day for several months
afterwards. I was completely run down
and my system was in 8

Terrible Condition.

I lost flesh and became depressed
in spirits. Finally afriend who had been
benefited by Hood’s Sarsaparilla advised
me to try it and 1didso. 1 continued tak-
ing it until I uvsed twelve bottles and
today 1 can honestly say Hood’s Sarsa-
parilla has restored me to my former
health.” JacoB WILCOX, St. Thomas,
Ontario.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla
Is the Only
True Blood Purifier

Prominently in the public eye today. It
cures when all other preparations fail.

the after-dinner pill and
l'lOOd’S Pills h:m’ :.,m;nc,pm

To the Electors of the City of
Saint John,

I WILL BE A CANDIDATE for the cffice of
Alderman for

KINC’'S WARD

at th> ensuing Civic Electicns.
1f elected I will use my best endeavors to further
the interest of the City, and trust by diligence and
carefulness to merit your appreval.
I would respectfu.ly solicit your support.
J.B.HAMM.
8t. John, N. B., March 30th, 1896.

CONSUMPTION.

e o vio West Ad ~laid: Stzect, Worsota., 0%

Rargains in Wall Popers atfMcArthur's'
King St

Various
Growths

of various trees are due to the various
conditions of soil and atmosphere.
The place a tree grows in has much to
do with what kind of wood it is. In
bigh mountsins trees grow slowly on
account of the dryness of soil and
rarity of air, whireas in the lowlands
a more rapid growth is made owing to
moisture. The grain ot high grown
treesis h:rd, fine and close, and
after seasoning, does notabsorb as
much moisture from air. These reasons
make the high grown treesthe best
for use in pianos, and the most select
trees of our high Laurentain mountains
have been picked out by Mr. Pratte
personally for piano use. .

The Prarre Piaxo is most care-
fully, most scientifically and most
successfully made. It is an artist’s
jostrument. Oa exhibition at our
ware-rooms.

Read these ads for points on piano making.

1676 Notre Dame Strect,
MONTREAL.

Kepresented in Halifax by

THE W. H. JOHNSON CJ,

Corner Granville and Buckingham Streets.

Eli Perkins.
World Fz.r-r:::s— Lecturer,

Under the auspices of the
Grammsr School Boys.

OPERA HOUSE, - - APRIL 101,

The Philosophy of Wit
and Humor,

To the Electors of the City of
Saint John.

———

1 will be a candidate for the office of

MAYOR

Of the city of Saint John at the election to be held

on the third Tuesday in April instant, and solicit

Your Obedient Servant
CHARLES MCLAUCHLAN

your votes.

To the Electors of the Cily of
Siant John,

Will be a candidate for the cflice of Alderman
A for

DUKE'’'S WARD.

at the ensuing Civic elections.

It elected I will use my best end eavors to further
the interest of the city, and trust by diligence and
carefullness to merit your approval.

B 1 would respectiully solioit your support.
5 2 GERARD G. RUEL.

£t. Jobn, N. B., March 23, 1896.

THE FIGHTING ALSTONS.

Grim Storles of i1he Duelling Days In
Georgia,

The great problem of the future in
Georgia will be the disposition of the con-
victs of the State. There are now over
2,600 persons under gentence. Of these
fewer than 200 are white.

The excitement attendant upon the dis-
position of the convict question has been
sharpened by an investigaticn which was
held by the Goverror into the treatment of
the convicts.

It was during the military Governcrship
of Gen. Thomas H. Ruger ir 1868 that the
convicts of Georgia were first farmed out.
The leading lessee at that time was Chief
Justice Jos. E. Brown, who bad served
four terms in the United States Senate.
It may well be imagined that the convicts
Jease system, placed upon the State by the
wilitary arms of the United States, mn
which the beneficiaries were leaders in the
Democratic party, was beyond the criticism
of ordinary people, and that it would re-
quire a brave man to raise his voice
against it.

This man, however, came to the front in
the Georgia Legislature of 1874 in the per-
son of Col. Robert A. Alston, who in bis
place charged upon the system the vilest of
crimes and abuses and raised such a howl
that it set the lessees by the ears, and
threstened for & time to break up the entire
system. The enemies which Col. Alston
made by this fierce dennnciation followed
him until they brought him to death in a
manner as {ragic as sensational.

One of the men who was strongly attach-
ed to Gen. Gordon !was Capt. Ed Cox.
Cox was a bluff, hearty, ready-fingered
man—one whose friendship was without
limit, but whose 1eadiness to avenge an in-
galt or to resent a slight made bim con-
sidered dangerous. Between Col. Alston
and Cox there arose a feud which the pub-
lic never understood at the time or since.
There came a day when both men met in
Atlanta, armed to the teeth, and yet each
pursuirg a diplomatic avoidance of the
other. They would pass on opposite sides
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HEADQUARTERS

only $1 10 per yd.

4 yds wide, the.most durable floor covering made, only 50cC
per sqaare yard

Maitings and Rugs. Our Japanese Rugs and Mattings

Our patterns cannot be found elsewhere
Mattings from 15¢c. to 60c- per yd.

Rugs from $2 50 to $18-00 each.

A. 0. SKINNER,

Saint John, IN. B.

Skinner’'sCarpet Warerooms.
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Ahead in Carpets Always,

Position.
of the Carpet Business.

Lowest Prices. Look at the

New Patterns in Linoleums,

A word or two about Japanese

and pleasing.

TN e e e

FOR CARPETS.

Why ? Because we make a Specialty
Not only having the best agsort-

ment of Carpets ard house furnishing goods, but the

Splendu] Brussels Carpet with Border to match.
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of the street, or perbaps enter the same
building by opposite doors, but &0 evident
was the danger of a tradegy during the day
that prominent citiz:ns became aware of it
and instead of placing the parties under
arrest, wetched their proceedings with
curious interest.

It was well toward evening when the two
men met suddenly in Gev. Colquitt’s cffice
in the State Capitol, and without a word,
pistols were raised and the firing began,
which resulted in the death of Col. Alston
and the supposed mortal wounding of Capt.
Cox. The trsgedy occurred in the very
presence of the Governor, with all the
State House offizers called to the spot by
the firing.

In time Capt. Cox recovered, was tried,
and convicted, with a recommendation to
mercy, which saved his neck, and gave
him a life sentence in the pemitentiary.
Gloomy indeed did his future seem to be,
for the Governor was the ardent triend of
his victim, as was also the late Henry W.
Grady, who was at the time swinging the
influence which controlled tke politics of
the State.

The unexpecied entrance of Vice-Presi-
dent Alex. H. Stephens of the late South-
ern Confederacy into the campaign for the
Governorship of the State upset most of
the alhances which had hitherto controlled
aflizirs, and his election brought hope in-
to the prison of Capt. Cox. Gov. Step-
hens wae very anxious toget the signature
of Mr. Grddy to the petition for Cox's
pardon. A local political leader under-
took to secure it, succeeding in obtaining
it just as such signatures are usually added,
for Mr. Grady immediately sent word to
Gov. Stepbens that he had signed the
paper through an accommodation to his
jriend, and not that he really wanted the
pardon granted. Th2 message came too
late, however, for Mr. Stephens held Mr.
Grady to his written signature rather than
his verbal message, and Capt. Cox became
free.

This Capt. Cox, by strange fate, bas
been for nearly three years superintendent
of the very prison in which he'was once a
convict, and the many grave charges
against the, treatment of the convicts are
placed at his door. e established a pun-
ishment known as ducking of prisoners, and
was accused of belitting their efforts at re-
ligious exercises, referring to their de-
votions as prayers to wooden gods. it
was a highly sensational moment when this
man was brought before Gov. Atkinson
and his court to answer to the charges thus
made. His answer began :

“How could l do such ; :hings when I | himself frequently wounded. His favorite
was once a convict myself? weapon was an old-fashioned *‘Yager,”

There was & difference of opizion as to | Which was a sort of blur derbuss, carrying |

the full truth cf all that was told before ? iiouble ?.andtulet bluckshott ?lnd of f?;fr&
‘ g ; s : ul execution. volume might be e
Gov. Atk-mson, but one Fhmg 18 certalq, with the bloody exploits of these two
and that is that the convict lease system ,is | brothers, but this article will deal only with
:he sons ot Col. Bob Alston.
Thbe sppearance of Capt. Cox, after |. Olg C{)l.hAdlstl:m, who wasvhimself killed
; 2 in a duel, had three sons, ils, Gideon,
havmg _p““d under ths shadow of de?tb, Augustus. Willis Alston was the father of
exercising supreme control over the priscn | Col. R. A. Alston, late of Atlanta. Each

house in which he once served without a | of these brothers came to his death by vio-

ray of hope for the future, recalls interest lence, or died, as the family tradition runs,
“‘with his boots on.” Gideon Alston, the

- ‘tbe.sad tra.gefiy, which began with the | g ot of the three to die, came to his death
agitation against the lease system, and |in a peculiar manner. His brother Willis
makes the whole story read more like | was in Nashville on a lordly frolic, when
romance than reality. ht;,l bec;ame ve(xi-y much znamored of a lady
Col. R ¥ _ | who afterward married Sam Houston—a

;l ober? \‘, Aleton be‘long.ed toare Miss Trimbe. He paid her assiduous
markable tamily in North Carolina, known | guit for several months, and wkile en-
as the Fighting Alstons of Hahfax. It has |gaged in the dalliance formed an

been for half a century a tradition in the | Attachment for & young Spanish _boy
family that its men died with their boots named Pelat. This boy was friendless,

= ti ft . . |and poor, and Alston adopted him
» or generation after generation this taking him home with him when he left

has proven true, and the history of this :
audacious strain of blood is interwoven Nashville. It appears that th)ere was some
with the history of those days when gentle- feeling between Gideon and Pelat. At any
men fought at the dropping of a hat, and rate they left the house at night and went
a slight move of the pistol finger was the | into the yard for the perpoes of ‘‘practis-
answer to an insult or an insinuation— the | '°8 with their pistols.” (iideon was then
close of all argument. a college boy having just furned sopho-
The Alstons were gallant men of gentle more in the State University. A few min-
blood and unusally large fortunes. They :":: &f‘tl:ih:.:in the th{"t""il ‘tmtl;: P el;t ;‘P
were free livers an & ; ith a pistol bulle rou 18
1 d utterly reckless fight brain. Pelat said he had shot bimsglf ac-

ers, and frequently became involved in | . .
difliculties that drained their estates with cidently, and this was all that was ever

costs and forfeitures. Probably the best known of the matter.
known of them, Col. Ben Alston, had sev- And now comes one of the most remark-

eral affairs of honor and wounded his an- able tragedies in thiy section so full of
tagonist every time he went to the field. tragedies. There was liviag in Florida, then

He was an impetuous, imperious man, and | primitive region, young Leigh Reed, a
wes 88 cool ander Sro 88 he would e in | 7OURE man of grans ability, gentleness, and
his own drawing room. His most notable | “°UT9&¢: He was almost 1doliz:d by the
duel was with the great Hayne ot South people of his State for his gallant service in
Carolina, whom he wounded in the knee. the fierce Indian wars, having by his skill

On one occasion he was visiting in Augusta and fearlessncss several times saved the
when a gentleman, mistaking him for an colony trom destruction by the S:minoles

acquaintance, tapped him across the should- and their alhes. a0 4

er:l lightly witll))p a riding w.l:i 'e ’ A(l,:ton _A storyis told of him which will _illuutute
wheeled as quick as lightning. The gentle- bis character and at the sawe time show
man apologized in the most ample terms. how delicate was the sense of personal

Alston took the whip from bis hands, | BOROT a¢ that time. Gen. Reed was a
lashed him across the s%oulderl and said : political opponent of Gov. Call’s son, and

«‘Now, sir, your apology is accepted.” Of at the same time his personal friend.
course, a meeting ‘l,ollogw);d. It 18 said that | L olitical teelng ran very high, and on
Alston once fought a gentlemin who dis- his election day a Mr. White made some
puted the age of some wine of which Alston reflection upon the personal integrity of
had been boasting, throwing some in his Gov. Call. Reed at once challenged him
face that he might get the tull flavor. for a duel. The men went, were both

The Halifax Alstons’ estates lay about desperately wounded, fighting with bowie
Halifax, N. C., and they dominsted that | k0ives. their loft hands being strapped

hol i f . Th ¢ together.
TR S e N W St Some time afterward Reed became in-

mously wealthy, and travelled trom on2 of : . -
their estates to another in almost regal volved in a difficulty with the Alstons. An
style. They had bundreds of slaves, and articls appesred in & newspaper reflecting
always travelled with e coach and four and | °° Gov. Call. Col. Augustus Alston, who
a small army of retainers. The men were was leader of the Call faction, dem_nded
princely in their babits of expense, and put the name of the author. He was furnished
the code above the Bible. The women with the name of Gen. Reed, who was the
leader of the opposition faction. He at

ere high-stru d spirited.
i 6%1. il.limngA‘l:to:? lkrllxown as *‘Honest onoe_chsllenged en. Reed, and a duel
Willie Alston,” touﬁht a dozen duels in ‘:5:3 :e.:e ff{.‘&gs":” sTf:‘:org.pq?l:
| . b ite wi
one winter, mumberiess q Is baving | ) o "Alstons. Col. Alston was attended by

sprung up from his attack on the State -
reunreg. He killed two men and wag Mr. Kenon, his brother-in-law. At the

damned.

word “‘one” Col, Alston’s gun exploded,
being hair-triggered ; the contents were
discharged into the air. Gen. Reed, aim -
ing with deliberation, fired, and Col. Alston
dropped dead. p

His sister a most spirited woman, was
almost ccez:d with the news of his death.
She secured the lead that bad killed him,
and with her own hands moulded 1t into
bullets anui sent them to her brother,
Willis Alston, and implorcd him to come
and avenge the death ot his brother. She
wrote that he had been murdered, and the
Alstons adhered to this beliet, although the
general statement is that the meeting was
a fair one, Gen. R:ed using only his just
right in firiag after the explosion of Alston’s
Yager.

At any rate, it was very well understood
that Willis Alston would seek revenge for
his brother’s death, as the tamily had for
generations made one of all their quarrels.
The first meeting between Alston and Reed
was dramatic. The Legislature had met,
and Reed was elected Speaker. He was
a young man of exceptional power and
popularity, and his lite promised to be
brilhant and illustrious. He had iovited
his friends to the vsual legistative supper,
and the banquet was in progress, and
everything going merrily and well. Sudden-
ly a tall figure, mufflad in a swinging
cloak and with a slouch hat drawn ovd-

his face, stalked through the open doof."

Without a word the stranger made for the
head of the table, were Gen. R2ed was sit~
ting. Instantly cries ot -‘Alston!” *‘Al-
ston !” ran down the table. At these cries
the cloak was tbrown back and Alston was
recognizad. Reed rose from his seat, and,
whipping a pistol of bis pocket, levelled it
at his assailant and fired. The ball struck
Alsion iz bis uplitted band, carrying away
two fingers. bis did not stop him, but,
brandishing a bowie knife, he closed in on
Reed. Betore the men had been parted
Reed was pretty severely cut and Alsfon
wounded again. Alston was taken fr® 1t
the room and for several months nothing
more was heard of the matter. Oae day
Gen. Reed was walking down the strees
of Tallahassee, when he was fired upon by
Alston. The contents of one barrel of a
shotgun were poured into his left shoulder
and as he turned to front his assailant the
other load went into his heart. He fell,
and died instantly,

~ Willis Alston went to Texas, where he:
lived for some time. He settled near
Brozoria. There was a Dr. Stewart, who,
fur some reason or other, pursved the mat-
ter of the Reed killing and used remarks
derogatory to Alston. Alston, hearing of
it, wrote the remarks down, and, meeting
Stewart on the irairie one day, asked him
whether or not he was responsible for those
remarks. Dr. Stewart took the paper, and,
while pretending to read it, put his hand in
his holsters and drew his pistol. He jumped

off his horse on the side opposite Alston .

and fired into him. A desperate fight en-
sued, in which Alston was shot twice and
his stomach so cut that his bowels pro-
truded. He killed Stewart, however, pour-
ing a load of buckshot into him after he
was prone upon the earth. He was taken
to jail almost dead.
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