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PRICE F1VE CENTS

HUSTLE FOR AN OFFICE

MR, HAMILTON THINKS HE HAS IT
AND PRUBABLY HE HAS.

It Was Promised to Him Long Ago—How
James Kelly Came Upon the Scene—His
Recent Mission to Ottawa—Opinions of
the Press Vary as to the Situation,

Mr. James H. Hamilton got word from
Ottawa, the other day, that he bad been
appointed appraiser in the custom house,
and Collector Ruel also got word to the
same ¢ffect. The official notice of the ap-
pointment has not yet arrived, however,
and until it gets hers and Mr. Hamilton
geéts to work he is not guite sure whether
be is to be cecngratulated or not.
Indeed, on Thursday night he was for a
while thought to be a subject for condol-
ence, fora Globe correspondent telegraphed
from Ottawa that James Kelly, the orange
tailor, bad been appointed aporaiser and
that some other place was to be given to
Mr. Hamilton. The statement was not
made as a rumor but said definitely that
the appointment had been made, and
the same despatch also stated that
Kelly had heen haranguing the
orange lodges and indorsing the actions
of Clark Wallace. Wuoether this ecir-
cumstance had compelled the government
of Canada to change its plans and revoke
Mr. Hamilton’s appointment in spite of the
influence of the St. John members, was not
stated, but almost anything might be in-
terred from the wild-eyed story. As one
ot the Globe staft is in Ottawa, fome
peolpe were inclined to believe the state-
ment, but enquiry made by wire at a later
hour showed it to be a yarn. The
correspondent, whoever he was, must have
had wheels iz his head.

The position Mr. Hamilton thinks he
has got is that heretofore Leld by Mr.
Allan McBeath, who was appointed 23
years ago, and bas proved himself a very
competent man for the position. Mr.
McBeath’s salary has been about £1,400,
but this included something extra as
Dominion appraiser. Mr. Hamilton will
get about $1,I50 asa starter, and Mr.
McBeath will retire on a superannuation
allowance. His friends should be glad of
this, as it is the surest guarantee of a green
old age, as exemplified in the case of
Postmaster Howe who was retired twenty
years ago and is hale and hearty yet, and
of Dominicn Auditor William Seely, who
has actually been enabled to survive a sick-
ness in which neither he nor his friends had
the slightest hope of his recovery.

The prospect of assured longevity, how-
ever, does not appear to have much weight
with Mr. McBeath's triends. What the
public think about 1t is hard to learn, it one
looks to the daily papers for correct indic-
ations. The Telegraph, for instance, says
that ‘‘very great indignation is expressed
by the merchants generally” over the ap-
pointmezt while the Record a few hours
later declares the appointment *‘is regarded
very favorably among the busines~
community of St. Jobn” and aflirms
that ‘‘thefappointment is the most popular
that has been made here in a long time.’
It would seem that the two papers got
their information’¥rom different sources.
When Mr. Hamilton was asked which ver-
sion was correct, he seemed inclined to
accept the Record’s view, and said that he
was willing to leave the decision to prom-
inent men who were not identified with the
conservative party,

1n the meantime & petition has been cir-
culated asking that Mr. McBeath be re-
tained in office, as there is no reason for a
change. Whether it can have any effect,
now that the matter has gone so far, re-
mains to be seen. The government seems
to have committed itself too deeply to go
back with honor, though after the capers
cut at Ottawa during the last week
or two it would appear to be able to twist
itselt in any kind ot a way when circum-
stances require. If it retires Mr. Mec-
Beath, it will make some people mad, while
if it disappoints Mr. Hamilton 1t will make
some of its own supporters still madder.
If it retains Mr. McBeath as appraiser it
will have to look around for an equally
good or better cffice for Mr. Hamilton, and

ren then the latter’s friends will not feel
_ay too well pleased over the deal.

The story of the appointment of Mr.
Hamilton dates back nearly two years, to
the time when he retired from the dry goods
business. He had been and has since been
an active conservative ward worker,and has
also been a useful man in outside districts.
His ability in the latter respect was fully re-
cognized in the last local election when he
was assigned to the forlorn hope of trying
to work up an oppo:itien majority at
Milkish in the face of the subsidy to the
Milledgeville ferry. He had a hard day’s
work and did not get the majority, but he
probably Jid as much or more than any
other missionary could have done in swel-
ling (the returns of the minority In the
city, he has been recognized as an
active and efficient hustler, and Mr. Hazen
has long felt anxious to see his energy re-

- warded. As Mr. Hamilton knows all about
5 _.‘:”‘“‘,, the position of appraiser was

considered one in which he was eminently
qualified to shine, and the place was offer-
ed bim more than a year ago. Ie said he
did not want to have an oflice at
the sacrifice of Mr. McBeath or anybody
else, but he was told that superannuations
were to be made and that if he did not as-
sert his claims somehody else would get
there. So he took the hint, and as the
office appeared to be seeking the man, the
man was polite enough to go half way and
meet the office. Messrs Hazen and Chesley
supported his claims and it seemed as
though there would be little or no delay
about it.

In the meantime another man was look-
ing at the office with hungry eyes, and
taking its measure to see how he would fit
it. He was the Right Worshipful Sir
Knight James Kelly, Master Tailor, who
came forward with two qualifications for a
position in the custom house. One was
that having failed to manage his own
business he cught to be allowed to do
business for the government, and the
other was that he was the head of the
orange body in this province. He went to
Ottawa and pressed his claims with Brother
Clark Wallace, with the result that there
was a hitch in the machinery which had
been moving so smoothly in Mr. Hamilton’s
direction. The St. John members stood
by their man, however, and though there
was a delay of some months, Mr. Kelly was
not successful.

Quite recently Mr. Hamilton’s supporters
urged him to agai: press his claims, telling
him that if he did not jump for the position
now he might not have another chance, as
the retirement of Mr. McBeath had been
decided upon. He jumped,and last Saturday
the word came that he had been appointed.
IThereupon a number of Mr. McBeath’s
friends undertook to have the arrangement
caanged and got up the petition. They
claimed that Mr. McBeath was a very
satistactory official and that there was no
reason why he should be retired when he
was in all respects tully competent to do
his work. On Thursday, however, Col-
lector Ruel got official notice that the
superannuation had been made.

Mr. Kelly went to Ottawa the other day
on some mysterious mission. Whether it
was to adjust the Manitoba school question,
get a judgeship for Brother C. N. Skinner,
or secure an office for himself was not
stated. Little clue was given by the

fact that he began to send tele-
grams to citizens of St. John, when

Bowell was reconstructing his cabinet, ask-
ing them to urge Iazen to accept a position
He is said to have sent about twenty-five
of these messages, but there were not that
many replies, nor was Mr. Hazen flooded
by telegrams from St. John.

Mr. Skinner also went to O.tawa the
other day on an equally mysterious mis-
sion, but whether it was to reconstruct the
cabinet, get an oflice for Brother Kelly or
secure a judgeship for himself was equally
uncertain. The tact that he did not get a
judgeship is believed to be due to the cir-
cumstances that the resignation of Chief Jus-
tice Allen was not in Bowell's hands,but in
Foster’s pocket, and that Foster and Bowell
were not playing in the same yard just at
that time. Therefore when the Globe man
sent word that Kelly had been appointed
appraiser and that some other office would
be tound for Hamilton, some of the public
thought they had found a solution ot the
mystery of the pilgrimages of DBrothers
Skinner and Kelly.

There has been another position in the
appraiser’s office which has been looked
after with some expectation. It is that
held by Mr. D. H. Hall. Mr. Hall, it has
been believed, cannot be superannuated,
as he was appointed too late in life to come
under the terms of the civil service act.
Yet the office has been demanded, and 1t
may be that some way will be found to dis-
pose of Mr. Hall and give the place to one
of the faithful, perbaps even to James
Kelly. Before Mr. Hall was an appraiser
he dealt in hats and later manufactured
boots and shoes, These vocations do not
of toemselves eminently quality a man to
appraise general imports, but Mr. Hall
has got along very well. Mr. Kelly, hav-
ing been a tailor, would probably
have a pretty good idea ot the valuation
ot cloths. Mr. Hamilton, however, is
thoroughly informed as to every detail of

the dry goods business.

It may be that by the time ProGress
reaches the public, Mr. Hamilton will bave
official information that he is in a position
to be congratulated.

~Was an Old St. John Boy.

Mr. John C. McDade, who died in
Boston this, week, was a well known St.
John printer in the latter part of the sev-
enties. He learned his trade in the Tele-
graph office and was an exeellent com-
positor. About fiftcen or sixteen years
ago he went to Boston, and up to the time
of his death was & compositor on the Bos-
ton Globe. He was a man of hearty,
generous nature which made him many

friends, who will hear of his death with re-
gret. He was 37 year old. and leaves a
wite and seven children. Ilis brother, Mr.

M. McDade went to Boston to attend the
funeral

DID A BRISK BUSINESS.

HOW 4 COMMISSION MERCHANT
LIVED BY HIS WIT\.

Some Leading Business Men Were Named
in His Circular as References—How He
Baited His Hook and How the Unwary
Bit at It—The Eud Came This Week.

H. G. Watters was until Saturday las® a
commission merchant, doing business at
10 Water street, when he was found there,
which was but seldom, and also at the
house where he lived, in Sewell street.
He did not advertise the latter fact, but
many ot the goods which he received got
there just the same, and it was there he got
in his fine head work which enabled him to
live by his wits at the expense of those with
whom he did business. In a circular which
contained his card he announced that his
specialties were eggs, oysters, cheese and
butter. In the light of the way he carried
on buceiness there appears to have been a
peculiar humor in this array of specialities.
He was as smooth as butter and some of
his creditors seem to have been as soft.
He baited his trap for the unwary with
cheese, he never put all his eggs in one
basket, and he looked upon the consign-
ors as his oyster, which he proposed to
swallow as early and rapidiy as possible.
A further legend on his card read ‘‘Prompt
sales; quick returns; consignments solic-
ited.” He taithfully carried out his idea,
for he lost no time in selling whatever
came to hand, put the returns quickly in
his pocket, and continued to solicit con-
signments from various quarters ot the coun-
try. Hegave as ‘‘reterences by permission,”
the follow.ng undoubtedly good names:
“W. Frank Hatheway, President Board of
Trade, Geo. Robertson, Mayor, Hall &
Fairweather, Geo. S. DeForest & Sons
and all the wholesale merchants of this
city.”

All of the gentlemen referred to deny
having given Watters any permission to
use their names as reference, and it was
not until this week that Mr. Hatheway had
any intimation that his name was on the
circular, he having been for months on an
extended tour abroad. He says that he
not only never authorized Watters to use
his name, but would not have permitted him
to use it in such a conneetion. Above all
this he would not have allowed it to be
given in the cflicial capacity of president of
the board of trade. Similar denials were
made by others named, some months ago,
when the maiter was called to their atten-
tion, but none of them made their denial so
public that any warning was given to
people with whom Watters sought to deal.
They probably had no idea of the extent to
which he was working his plans, and that
their names on the circular made his work
so much the easier. People at a distance
probably supposed there could be no ques-
tion about & man for whom such solid men
ot St. John were announced as willing to

vouch.
While it is true that many business men

could not be deceived so easily, and would
have eitber looked up his record in the
mercantile agencies or written to the men
named as references, there were others not
so wise. The guileless Nova Scotia farmers
and small traders were easily ciught and
sent their dried apples, socks, mitts and
other country produce to him to be sold.
In some instances he would offer net cash
terms. This was the case with his dealings
with R. S. Thorpe, of Centreville, Kings
Co., N. S, more than a year ago, and the
Thorpe transaction may be quoted asa
fair specimen.

Thorpe sold him dried apples to the
amount of $139, for net cash, as he sup-
posed. Then Watters wrote him that the
apples had proved ot inferior quality and
insisted on a reduction. This gave some
delay, and finally when an arrangement
was finally reached, Watters told Thorpe
to draw on him. He did so, but the dratt
was rot honored and for the last year all
attempts to collect it have been in vain.
The lawyer who held this and some other
claims found that Watters was a hard man
to find, because his cflice at 10 Water
street seemed to be closed all the time.
When he did manage to see him he could
get uo satis'ac.ion, and was fiaally told to
sue if he liked and see what
he could get. It was out of the
question to bring a suit, for Watters
had no property, and were a levy made on
any goods found on the premises, they
could be replevied by the owners, as being
their property and only held by Watters to
be sold on commission. (One enterprising
lawyer, however, succeeded in getting hold
of the identical goods his client bad sent,
and thereby saved a total loss of the claim.

When Watters was threatened with
criminal prosecution for obtaining goods
under false pretences, by using the names
given as references, he stoutiy asserted
that he could prove he had the permission
of the concerns in question, but this bold
bluff would not of itself have saved him,
had it not been considered that the prosecu-
tion was nota matter to be undertaken by
private parties,who were more interested in
getting their money than in being put to the
trouble of giving evidence for the crown.

An anonymous letter was sent to ProG-
RESS some time ago, asking that Watters
be shown up, but as it was anonymous,and
as moreover, it is not the function of this
paper to unearth the private affairs of in-
dividuals, no action was taken. Were
ProGress to deal with every man in the
community who is not doing a thoroughly
straight business, it would have a pretty
large contract to carry out in both mer-
cantile and professional circles.

Among the Nova Scotians who figure in
the list are, Mr. Thorpe, J. W. Deckwith
of Bridgetown, and Mary Randall of Corn-
wallis. Watters, however, struck for
higher game in Cntario, and got consign-
ments also from Ruthertord & Harrison,
Toronto, W. Rvan, Toronto, F. M. Grit-
fin, St. Thomas, the Ptwaix Canning Co.,
Weiland and E. S. Burnham & Co., New
York. *‘‘And there are others.”

It may seem odd that the Ontario con-
cerns would so freely ship goods to an un-
known man without taking the simple
course of dealing with him through the
banks, but the fact that the competition
for trade is keen may account for the way
in which they allowed themselves to be
taken in. They sent the bills of lading to
Waiters and all he kad to do was to pay
the freight. He made this an easy matter
too. Not long ago some stuff arrived on
which the charges were $10). Watters
went to a friend and borrowed $:30, giving
an acceptance for it, to be paid the next
week after he had disposed of the goods.
He got clear of the consignment but the
friend had to take up the acceptance, with
the costs of protest added. p

The last venture of Watters got him into
trouble. He ordered a car load of goods
under an assumed name. ILast week an
attorney wrote him that unless the matter
was arranged by Saturday, be would be ar-
restedjon a criminal charge. Mr. Hardison,
one of khe concern which had shipped the

goods, arrived in St. John on Friday, and
Watters then thought it was about time to
clear out. e accordingly left the country
and when the police went to lock for him
he was not to be tound. The only satis-
tactionl the pursuer has got has been the
recovery .of a quantity of the canned goods
which were stored in the Sewell street house.

It is improbable that Watters will return
to St. John, and itisu terly improbabie that
the confiding merchants, manutacturers
and farmers who have so readily loaded their
wares on him for the last year or two will
ever get any satisfaction. They bave bad a
useful experience, however, and will pro-
bably ¥now better the next time,

NOGOWNS AT FUNERALS,

Purely Practical Reasons.

funeral of one of their number nowadays,
they go in the garb of ordinary citizens
with the usual variety in style ot plug hats
and coats of various hues and designs. It
was formerly the custom for them, when
thus parading as a body, to appear in court
costume, each with a gown and bands.
There has been no regulation to alter the
practice, but it has fallen into disuse purely
upon questions of fact. The principal of
these are that the gowns of some of the
older barristers are too rusty to show to
advantage in a procession, while a large
proportion of the younger members of tue
bar manage to get along without having a
gown as part of the professional ‘assets. A
common gown costs from $10 upward,
while the gown of a (ueen’s counsel comes
as high as $50 or more.

In old times every lawyer got a gown,
either a new one or a second hand rai-
ment. The latter were to be had when-
ever one of the profession died, and as it
was harder to be a lawyer in old times than
it is now and as all sorts of persons were
not being pitchtorked into the profession,
the ranks of the lawyers increased so slow-
ly that a barrister who did not own a gown
of some kind would be lcoked upon asa lit-
tle off color.  The fire of 1877, how~ver,
burned the lawyers’ cffices and most of the
gowns, and in many instances the latter
were not replaced In the exigencies of the
time the hakit began of borrowing gowns
when it was necessary to plead before the
judges, and as lawyers have been increas-
ing at a rapid rate even since, gown bor-
rowing has become one of the usages and
customs of the profession in St. John. This
has helped to make the older gowns lock
rusty and in some cases ragged, so that
while they may be good enough for the
court room they are not calculated for

public display on the streets. Now and
then a lawyer who finds his practice in-
creasing does get a gown, and then he be-
comes of the opinion that the old custom
should be revived. It is not likely to be,
however, so long as the mill at Frederic-
ton keeps grincing out new batches of at-
torneys, despite the fact that the legit-
mate law business of the country is said to
be on the decrease.

Who Owns 1he Slipper ?

Some lady lost her slipper on the street
in front of ProGRruss office the other day.
Nobody saw her lose it, but the presump-
tion is that she did not shuflle 1t off her
foot and walk along without missing it.
The probability is that it was dropped frow
1. Asit is of no use to anyone but
the owner, the latter may have it on sppli-

cation at the business office.

RESISTED THAT CAPIAS.

A NOVA S8COTIA CAPTAIN FOUGHT
HALIFAX POLICEMEN.

The Amount+Involved Was O .ly a Dollar
and a Half, but there Was More than tha'
Much Worith of Fight—Then the Court
Touched Him for Twenty.

Haurax, Jan., 16.—There were two
unusually interesting capiases in the city
court the other day. The first was that
procured by Campbell Robertson a grocer,
against Captain Reymond Keating, of a
Guysboro vessel lying at Whitman's whar!:
It was only for #£1.50, but the small
amount of the claim seemed to make the
captain all the more determined not to pay.
Captain Kéating who is a heavy, strong
man, refused payment and defied arrest,
Chief O’Sullvan naturally thought that one
policeman was suflicient to settle the busi-
ness but he soon tound his mistake. The
captain entrenched himself within his ves-
sel, and armed with an iron bar, shouted
to the officer: *‘I am not going to pay, and
you cannot take me!” Then sanother
officer was sent down and after a protracted
parley they retreated before the captain
and his iron bar. Chief O’Sullivan
though twice repulsed was far from being
beaten, indeed he was only being nerved
for the fight. He issued an order that
Deputy Chiof Nickerson and six men with
him repair immadiately to the Guysboro
vessel and take the  belligerent
captain to jail whether on a truck
or in a patrol wagon on their back

he cared not, but he must b2 landed at che
jail forthwith and alive. The seven police-
men marched off with confidence, tor they
knew that if they failed in effecting the
capture the whole city force of sixty men
would go to the scene of strife at two
o'clock when the men came in tor relief.
The perfect number of seven were able
to do their work alone, however; Captain
Keating was captured, but ah! what a strug-
gle there was! The doughty seaman
kicked and fought every inch of the way
trom Whitman's wharf to the jail. Within
the gates he made a last grand effort as all
then seemed to be *‘lost save honor.” He
turned suddenly round within a circle of
seven blue-coated oflicers who, with angry
determined looks surrounded him and deait
Policeman Mont a stunning blow which
staggered that stalwart cflicer, and

The Disuse of an Ancient Custom 1s Due to |

When the St. Jobn lawyers attend a |

|

made him shiver like an  aspen.
But little they cared, for the captain was
now a prisoner sure enough.

Captain Keating had fought so well that
in one sense he desired to escape payment
of the dollar and a-half. But not so
thought the police nor creditors. So the

$1.50 was counted out.

But the story by no means ends here.
That blow to Mont had to be paid for and
it was easy enough to get it. A warrant
was immediately taken, charging Keating
with assault. He was arraigned before
Stipendiary Fieldiag. A friend in need is
a {riend indeed, and Keating’s friend ap-
peared opportunely. The local legislature
18 in session and one of the members of the
popular chamber is D. H. McKinnon, M,
P. P. Captain Keating is a voter in Guys-
boro and Mr. McKinnon is a lawyer. He
appeared in court on behalf ot Keating,
but all the M. P. P's eloquence
and logic was inadequate to the
task of securing the prisoner’s release.
The court sentenced him to pay
$30 and costs. Kind-hearted Mr. McKin-
non’s good oflizes did not end with his de-
fence ot the bellicose constituent. No, they
went so far, also as to advance the money
for the payment of the fine.

Captain Raymond Keating found that
an expensive battle, but the experience he
gained may be of future use to him.

The other capizas is of a different nature
altogether. John Fernandez is a seaman
whose name has figured in the courts with
some regularity lately. Captain Pope owed
him, it seems, $£30. Fernandez had learned
enough of law to know that he could obtain
money by means of a capias. Accordingly
he issued such a process and the $30 was
paid into the bands of Chief O’Sullivan.
Then Pope got in his work. He knew
that Fernandez owed $20 to the Sailor’s
home for board, so he quickly
hied himself up to Manager Gray-
don and told bim about the $30 that
was in possession of the chief. He advised
that Fernandez be given a taste of his own
medicine, aud forthwith the manager pro-
cured a capias for him, which was placed
in the hands of the chiet. Without delay
Fernandez came into the police station for
his $30, when he was immediately laid hold
of, and confronted with the instrument
from the sailors home. It was somewhat
of a painful surprise to the wily sailor, yet
there was nothing for him to do but to take
the 810 that was left, and look longingly
after Manager Graydon who departed with
the funds of the sailors home $20 better
off on account of the little transaction.

Police and Handsleds.

The daily papers report that the police
have,‘confiscated” several boy’s sleds since,

the recent slight snow fall. It would be

captain’s son stepped on the scene and the |

interesting to know what color of authority
they have for doing anything of the kind.
The law provides a penalty for coasting
but there 1s no provision for impounding
sleds. It is an old trick of the police,
however, and in the past some of them have
gone so far as to destroy s'eds. When
they undertake to do anything of the kind
they are in the same position as if they de-
stroyed any other piece of personal pro-

perty.

CARLETON WANTS LICENCE.

Reasons Why the Saloon Industry Shou’d be
Encouraged There,

As already stated, it is understood that
application for license to sell liquor at re-
tail in Carleton will probably be made this
year and there is a report that at least
three persons will be applicants. It is
(quite possible there will be some opposition
shown to the projected enterprises by
people who are interested in having matters
stay s they are, just as there was opposi-
tion to the scheme for the union of the
cities, and as there is likely to be to any
new idea of which the merits are
not recognized at the outset. Under
these circumstances it may be as well
to show some reasons why there
should be a license granted in Carleton, or
three licenses, if there are that many people
who are willing to invest their capital ard
devote their energies to the revival and
development of what has of late years been
merely a struggling industry on that side
ot the harbor.

Carleton has been dull and the streets
have been as quiet as those of a village
after dark. The advent of saloons in full
blast would materially change all this and
muke them as lively as they were years ago.
There might be a fight two or three times
a week.

Carleton people now have to go to the
time and expense of crossing the terry to
find a saloon, and the expenditure bears
heavily on the working man.

The West Side now has to get along

with only one policemin on duty at night.
The opening of saloons would require the
presence of several more, and the citizens
would thus feel better protected. Where
there is now only a sergeant in charge,
there might need to be one of the so called
‘“‘captains.” It might be necessary, also,
to enlarge the lock-up, and this would give
{ employment to the working ciisses.
The Beaver line and other steamers give
| employ ment to a good many men who are
paid in cash. In the absence of saloons a
good deal of their money may bz taken
home instead of it being all spent, or they
may even put some of it in the sav-
ings banks, thus withdrawing just so
much from general circulation.. The
saloons would help to circulate
it, and in time the saloon keepers might be
able to build handsome residences, thus
giving additional employment to the work-
{ ing classes.

As things now are, many young lads in
| Carleton are growing up without learning
| to drink, and when they are men will do lit-
tle or nothing to support the liquor traflic so
that fewer licenses may be needed,and the
city will be deprived ot that much revenue
The licensing of saloons would do a great
deal to remecy this state of things and the
question ‘“Will the coming man drink wine?”
would be no longer in doubt in Carleton.

There may be other arguments brought
to meet the objections of those people who
don’t want to see things made lively around
Carleton.

ANOTHER OFFICE WANTED.

It Is that of Immigration Agent and There
Are Several After It.

There is another office that several peo
ple want. It is that of Immigration Agent
held by Mr. Samue! Gardner. The
salary is not large, %1,000 a year.
but there 1is little or nothing to
do. Properly filled, the office ought to
be a very importunt one, for the idea of an
immigration agent is such a man as Moses
H. Perley was, who can make the country’s
resources known and not only circulate
but prepare information to attract strangers
to this part of the world. As the office
now is, the agent simpiy has to look
after the few immigrants who pass
through and send out such ecanty and
miserably arranged literature as is furaish-
ed him, besides, of course, answering let-
ters of inquiry. With this idea of an im-
migration agency, anybody can fill it. A
year or so ago, the government decided
to abolish it when the present incumbent
went out, but this prospect of one less
office filled the faithful with horror, and
on the strength of representations of
some prominent workers, it is still aval
able as a prize. During the last w-:.
Mr. Gardner bas been quiteill and the.
has been a renewed hustle for the position.
Perhaps that had something to do with the
visit of Brother Kelly to Ottawa. Mr.
Giardner, at last accounts was reported to
be getting well again.

There are said to bave teen a number
of appomntments decided upon which have
not been announced. The next week may

develop something more in tbis line.
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