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WOMAN and

HER WORK.

I wonder it there are any expressions, or
even words, left in the English language
which have not been twisted from their
original mearing, and given some deeper,
half hidden, and wholly objectionable sig-
nification? It scems to me that tkere are
not, and one really grows heart-sick in the
effort to speak intelligibly and yet steer
clear of tte numerous pitfalls with which
modern smirtness and modern vulgarity
have surrounded what used to be the
pleasant art of conversation.

I do not know whether 1t 1s beltcr to be
posted upon the subject; to possess as it
were a mental dictionary of the double
meaning which telongs to the simplest
phrare, and thus be able at the expense of
a soiled mind, to steer clear of the many
traps thit the unsuspecting fall into; or to
go one’s way in blessed ignorance of the
coasternation she is rpreadng broadcast
amongst the better informed of her friends.

Which of us has escaped the sensation of
being seated either in a crowded room, or
at a table surrounded by several guests
when some innocert young girl, or equally
innocent man has made a remark which
was siaplicity itself, and yet to which
there was attached a second meaning
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FANCY SILK WITH BLACK CHIFFON.

which brought the blood to the chceks of
those who understood it, and made those
who did not, almost as uncomfortable ?
Who can forget the frczen tilente which
fell upon the company, or the helpless
migery of tte person who caused the
trouble, utterly unconscious of any cause
of offence and yet teeling that she was the
cause of tke general discomfort ; unable to
explain, and still worse, urable toask what
she had said to cause such consternation,
and tormented ty t! e fear that the company
wou'd think she had made the remark in-
tentionally ?

I am sorry to say that this evil is not by
any means confined to the lers refined
classes of society, but is qui‘e as noticeable
amongst peop'e who move in the higher
circles, and who should know Letter, &nd
ttough the signs are less apparent there is
none the less an electric thrill which runs
through the company, and chills the social
atmosphere sufliciently to show the luckless
offender her mictake, and make her long
for the floor to open and afford a refuge.

It is aterrible thing to think that our
langusge the noble English language which
ccmes 8o near being the universasl tongue,
ghould be s> perverted that pure minded
people are actually afraid to speak lest
they should utter some unconscious vulgar-
ity, and te given credit for intentional
coarseness, and young girls are made to
bluth for the most larmless speech, just
because some low-micded wit has twisted
the meaning of a word or phrase until it
has been given a second s'gnificance, and
made express something utterly different
from its original meaning.

Perhaps I feel strongly cn this subject
as I never had anyone in my younger days
to post me on the subject, and therefore an
expression or & word, has always meant to
me just what it expressed on tkte surface,
and nothing more; I bave never been in
the habit of searching for a double mean-
ing, and have usually been slow to see it,
even when it was pointed out to me : there-
fore my lot, like that of other transgres:ors

"has teen hard, atd I have been in hot
water more frequently than most people.
A young married friend of mine who lived
in the same house with me, once under.ook
my reform in th's particular and under-
took to point out to me the occasion on
which I strayed from the paths of conver-
sational propriety.

“You made a nice speech at tea last
night Astra” she wculd ssy, **Did'nt you
notice the silence there was after you said,
—s0 and so? " Or—*Do you mean to tell
me Astra that you did not know what
meaning would be taken from your remark
at dinner, the time ycu sezid—etc?” At
last I got 0 conscious, and so rervous
that I was almost afraid to open my lips
atall, lest I should *‘put my foot in it” and
so I begged my friend to let me go
on my own way, and not tell me of any
more of my slips. 1 far preferred not
know to the double meaning of a word,

and to keep the blessed safeguard
of ignorance, which would at least prevert
me from sharing the confusion of any otker
untortunate wko should chance to use, a
word with two meanings®and I knew I
would feel far more comfortable if [ were
ignorant of their mearing, when such
words were used and ‘‘where ignorance is
bliss, 'tis folly to be wise.” Somstimes I
wonder if everybody is the same, if tkere
gre o people in the world who can talk
together intelligently, using their mother
tongue as it was intended that they should
and seeing no sinister meaning beneath
the surface of any word? Surely there
must be men and women in this world suff-
iciently intelligent and sufficiently refined
to rise above such vulgarity, if we could
only find them. But they are not ‘easy to
find, and the remedy for the double mean-
ing plague is not easy to find either, so I
suppose we must suffer from it until some
reformer can be tound with sufficient cour-
age to start a purity of language move-
ment and carry it to a triumphant issue.

Fashions for children seem prettier than
ever and though they preserve a sort of
family likeness to those of their mothers
and elder sisters, still ttey are sufficiently
different to avoid the appearance of beirg
minia’ure copies of the grown up fashions.
There is a certain permanence about the
styles in children’s clotbes also, which is
very satisfactory, they do rot change as
of‘en or so rapidly as grown up fashions,
and therefore they havea certainty about
them which is very refreshing in tte midst
of the vicissitudes by whichthe rest of us
are surrounded.

The gowns with the litt'e guimpe was to
have never really gone out of tashion, since
they were first evolved from the clever
brain of some fashion detigner, ard notk-
ing could possibly be preftier for small
girls between the ages of four and twelve.
I'ha guimpe may be lace tr'mmed and as
plain, or as elaborate as the child’s mcther
wishes and whether the dress te of pretty
inexpensive gingham, or the dainty flower-
ed silk which is so popular for little girls’
best dresses now, it is sure to be a success,
as the guimpe gives an air of daintiness to
every dress. For ordinary wecar, the
careful mother generally makes it of the
plain tucked lawr, which can be bought so
chesply, and is o easily launcered and al-
ways comes back from the wash, looking
like new.

There are not many variations possible
with theee little dresses, tke only ctoice
lying between a full blouse with a belt, or
a straight plain bodice ; sometimes there is
a bertha frill around the neck cut to fit the
neck, shapcd in squares cr points and
made of some confrastirg coler, or of
plain goods on figured or figured on plair.
If the material is cloth the edge is cften
fimshed with white braid, and the sleeves,
which are usually shorts puffs are finished
with a band of the same color.

Fine plaids or cbecks are just as fashior-
able for children as fcr adults, and finely
checked wool goods in eitkter blue or

to chcose from, and the piques are so roft,
and pliable this season, and in such pretty
colors that they are greatly used for little
skirts and the reefer jackets, which are
prettier than ever with their wide collars
and large pearl buttons.

Grass linen also figures largely in child-
ren’s dresses this summer, and the trim-
mings are of [narrow insertion in open
work linen embroidery with a simple edg-
ing of the same for & neck fnll, or else a
frill made of a plain piece of the linen

with a row of the insertion set on
abowe a narrow hem., The guimpe
waists of such dresses sre of white

lawn, or China silk, and the effect is
very pretty. Often these little dresces are
finished with”a sun bonnet, or shirred hat,
made of the same linen.

ALPACA AND SATIN(RIBBONS.

For girls of cver twelve the dress prob-
lem is more serious, since they are very apt
to bave decided op'nions of their own upon
the subject, besides expecting more of vari-
ety in their Cresses and, unlike smaller
children, they have rot the happy faculty
of looking well in almost everything tkey
put on. The blouse waist is the most pop-
ular style of todice, and it may be plaited
in box plaits, or gathered, and finiched
stock collar and belt, of flowered ribhon.
A pretty frock of blue serge bas a blouse
bodice, bishop sleeves, and a double collar.
The vest, cuffs and seccond collar are of
white eerge, which is a very effective finish,
but cpen to the objection of soiling quickly ;
shot silk may be cubstituted for it with
very good results however.

Another dainty little dress is of blue ¢nd
white striped challie, trimmed with valen-
ciennes lace, ard blue satin ribbon, which
forms a square ycke.

A dress of beige-colored alpaca bas a
plain bcdice fastened diagonally in fromt,
the V-shaped opening is marked by a band
of white alpacs, and buttons fasten the
lower pirt of tha waist.

Skirts of novel gowns for girls in their
teens are gored, measured from three to
four yards around the bottom, and tke coat
and ekirt style is quite as popular with
them as with their elders. Sergeis of course
the most serviceable material tor cbildren’s
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EMBROIDERED LINEN AND SWISS GOWNS.

brown and white make pretty dresses for
school wear. The belt and frill may be of
plain blue or brown finished with white
braid or the tiniest of pearl buttons.
Skirts for young girls of twelve and
thirteen, are made full and plain with
a wide hem, and sometimes a few tucks
around the bottom. Thin silky crepons,
and both china and taffata silks are used
for more dressy gowns, while for younger
children white linen lawn with lace trim-
ming makes the loveliest Jittle slips for
summer wear. Of course there are colored
awns, ginghams, and piques without end

wear, but alpaca is very extensively used
this season.

Plaid silks make a very pretty contrast
with plain wool dresses, and one of brown,
bas a shirred guimpe and collar of plaid silk.

Outing suits with jaunty coats are made
of colored pique, as well as serge, and
sailor suits of this material with plaited
waists and wide collars of white linen,
batiste, or the pique itself, trimmed with
embroidery, will be worn by both small
and large girls this summer.

Now that is absolutely all I know about
children’s fashions at present, and I do
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to please you.

61 King and 212 Union Street.

WATERBURY & RISING.
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We are Showing ———r

MEN’S TAN SHOES.

All the most desirable shapes and shades are now in stock,

> And the price— §8, §4, §3, down to §1,285 for a

good wearing Oxford Shoe, make it impossible for us not
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ONE GIVES RELIEF.
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bope the tews hints I bave mansged to )
gleen labourioutly from various sources
will be of some use o anxious parents. I
notice that thereisnota wordabout boys,
and I deeply regretthe omission. but the
fact is I could not find out anything about
them beyond the fact that the very small
ones still wear garments which are indis-
tinguishable from those of little girls of the
same age, ard my personal observation
stows me that mothers seem to bave an in-
sanc fancy for making miniatarc men of
these poor little creatures by putting them
into trousers almost as soon as they can
stand alone, thus making tkem look like ‘
poor little monkeys, and causing the spec-
tator to involuntarily glance round for the
accompanying hand organ. Indeed tte
age for shedding the fetticoet and donning
masculine guise is getfing so much ear!ier
all the time, that I fully expect betore long
tte boy ot the ‘awily instead ot beirg
‘‘short coated” at three months old, will
be thort panted—But then of ccurse I don't
know much about children. ASTRA.,

HOW TO (RACK A PECAN NUT.

Soak Them in Water First—Professionals
in the Business,

Did the gentle reader ever attempt to
crack a pecan nut?

It is safe to say that the gentls reader
bas made the attempt. It is just as sale to

fragments from tte flcor and bis knees end
other surroundirg objects capable of
furnishing a res'ing place and ftricd to
'magine that he was really erjoy'ng those
tiny and unsatisfactory tits in epite of the
fact that they lost themselves in his teeth
and came to naught.

Then perkaps he went forth on to the
street ard pasced fruit ¢tands inoumer-
able, on each of which te saw the pecan

nut kernels in glasscs heaped high and
overflow'ng, each and every piece a full
ha f of the nat’s conterts.. Never a brok-
en piece, cever a fragment. If bis heart
was not filled with envy and with the desire
of er quiry be was more than human.

They call scier.ce to their aid.

There are in Chicago a considerable
number of men and women, mos:ly Ital-
ians, who make a fair livirg by cracking
pecan nuts. [t i3 a recognized trade.
They take orders regularly from the fruit
stands and stores and supply them with
cracked nute. So far es pcssible ttey
ke« p their methods in shadow—in shadow
as derk as tke inside of a cow. They
crack them with hammers, but they get no
tuch dishea tening result as the amateur
who essays the firtt attempt. They have
no little picces to pick up, but every ker-
pel comes out in neat unbroken halves.
That is because they know the pecan nut
from Alpha and Omega. Tradition and

| the instruction of their elders have taught

ttem certain things in nature which escape
the avirage man, and they t:ke advantage
of the knowledge.

They toak the nuts over night in soft
water.

add that the attempt was a failure.
implement used ma) have been a regulstion
nut-cracker, or a hammer, or a boot heel,
or a picce of bric-a-brac, or tte combinaton
of floor end chair rocker fo much favored
by bachelors who have mnever had tte
chance to learn the sacredness of carpers
and floor polish. But whatever were the
tools used the resu’'t was the same, ore
and inevitable. The operator, instesd of
enjoying the whole sweet kernel, as he had
fondly expected, gathered vp mangled

THE QUESTION

¥ ‘WILL IT WEAR?

NEED NEVERBE ASKED
J\F Yé)UR GOODS BEAR THE
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STAMPED ONEVERY ™
THESE GOODS HAY/E *
ST00D THE T.ﬁ
FOR _HALF A CENTURY.

/ NEARLY 2
SOLD BY FIRST CLASS DEALERS.
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The Manufacturers of the Victoria Croche!S
Thread, fully .p&rec‘stini the fact that a largeS
amount of their thread is being used in Canads=
and hoping for an‘increase of same, offer Onc=
Hundred Dollars $(100,00) in premiums (a:=
'.elow}. Lady returning the largest number 0 =
spool labels $20.00, lady returning next larges'=
number $17.£0 $15,00 $12.50, $10.00, $7.50.=

5.00 $2.50 $2.00, next eight ladies, each $100 =

'he spool must be used between M':y 1s6., 1896=
and Jan, 1st., 1897 and labels sent to R. Hender £
son & Co., Montreal, P. Q., not later than Ju.§
1st, 1°97. If your dealer does not keep this line=
of goods send eight cen's in stamps to R. Hend =
erson & Co., Montreal, P. Q, and they willS

provide you a sample spool.
IRy v W o ST |

Tre !

The result is surprisicg—it must surprise
| even the rut itselt. FKFrom a crabbed, uc-
| certain thin thing, likely to fly off the
| andle at no provocation whatever and go
a'l to pieces over a rebuff scarcely worth
mentioning, it is chenged into a perfect
model of generosity, willing to give up all
it hzs in the world for the pleasure of the
first cover. Tiy it. Lt tbe man who
would cerve nuts on his table, or regale
bis friends with them before an open fire,
go and do as those who have studied the
matter are accustomed to co. Let him
gather up the rsin that falls from h2aven
to crack nuts with, rot attempt to soften
them with profarity, s is usually done. It
is better for his friends, his carpets, bis
fingers, and his eternal record. Besides,
it 18 the right way.

GERMAN IDEAS ON DUELING.

A Lame Defence in Which Even Scr!piure
is Quoted.

A significant contribution to the dueling
question in Germany has been published in
the official Mi'itar-Wochenblatt. The
writer divides his article into two cections,
dea'ing respectively with the ‘‘idea of
honor and the employment of the duel for
its rehatiltation,” and with the conflict te-
tween the practice and Christian principles.
As to the first point, he argues that a dis-
tinction must be drawn between ‘‘cxternal
and iuternal” honor. The latter, which is
a good conscience, can not be taken away ;
tut the former, which is the recognition of

one's pcrsonal worth b{ others, must be
defended at all costs. It is by staking
one’s life for this honor, when impugned,
that its rebabilitation is possible. The
innocent man who falls in a duel lasy
gone to his death, as it were, for tke
sake of bis honor, while tke guilty person
bhas restored his honor externally and must
settle the rest with his Maker. The author
then proceeds to declare that the officers’
corps pcs:esses a peculiar sort of honor
which 18 closely connected with its martial

rofession. In war the officer’s duty is to
ead his men into the jaws of death, and tke
fear of death which seizes even the travest
can only be overcome by holding fast in
time of peace to the principle ‘‘death be-
fore distonor.” Herein lies tre education-
al value of the duel for the cofficers. They
msy never fight one, but they know that
they must be ready to do so in certain cir-
cumstances. *““We are accustomed,” he
adds, “‘to retain well-tired methods and dov
not intend to sacrifice them to well-meant
but false theories.” The writer then
quotesand expounds a large number of pas-
sages from the Bible, and by dint of twist-
ing ard turning proves to his own satisfac-
tion that the practice is not forbidden by

Chris'ianity.

Reaady-made Mortar.

Lighterage business about the harbor of
New York tas been considerably damaged
by & new labor savirg dcvice in the bumld-
irg trade. It used to be that many light-
ers were employed in transporting from
point to point the sand and lime that go to
the making of mortar. A rew concern,
however, 1s now serding down scow loads
ot ready-mixed mortar from Cow Bay.
Thie mortar, ot three qualities, is ladled
out into iron carts and sent to all parts of
the city where building operations are
going on, and the lighters are less an1 less
employed for carrying the materiais that
go to the mekidg of mortar.

‘“HEALTH

-—FOR THE=—

Mother Sex.”

This caption,
“ Health for the
2 Mother Sex,” is of
A such immense and
% pressing  import-
, ance that it has of
necessity become
the banner cry of
the age.
Women who have been pros-

lapsus Uteri, and illnesses following
|in its train, need no longer stop in
| the..ranks of the suffering. Miles’
| (Can.) Vegetable Compound does
| not perform a useless surgical oper-
| ation, but it does a far more reasors
abie service.
It strengthens the muscles of the
| Uterus, and thus lifts that organ
into its proper and original position,
and by relieving the strain cures the
pain. Women who live in constant
| dread of PAIN, recurring at REGU-
| LAR PERIODS, may be enabled to
pass that stage without a single un-
pleasant sensation.

Four tablespoonfuls of Miles’(Can).
Vegetable Compound taken per day
for (3) three days before the period
will render the utmost ease and com-
fort.

For sale by all druggiste,

Prepared by the

A. M. C. MEDICINE CO.,

136 St. Lawrence Main St.,
Price 75 cents. Montreal,

Letters from suffering women will
be opened and answvered by a confi-
dential lady clerk if addressed as
above and marked ¢ Personal.
Please mention this paper when writ-
ing, Sold bv all druggists.

[trated for long years with Pro-
|

| IDEAL FINISH

| Smooth and lasting

\ laundresse
R\ like it’ ’l
t works so
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The Edwardsburg Starch Co. M'f'r's.
WORKS: CARDINAL, ONT, __ OFFICES: MONTREAL, P.g




