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TOLD BY A TRAP DOOR.

A SEANCE THAT SUCCEEDED BUT
SPOILED A BELIEVER.

Kellar's Little Trick to Briog a Friends
Father to His Senses—Messages From the
Spirit Land—A Warning to Sell the Farm

and Buy Miuving stock,

Kellar, the magician, occasionally per-
forms feats in a private way thst are no
more interesting pecrbaps than bis stage
performances, but possess a singular
quality of human interest. For instance, a
young man came to hiw not very long and
said tbat his tather bad tallen so complete-
ly under the ioflien e ot a ccrtain spintu-
alistic medium that he would transact no
business without advice from the spirit
land, and it was feared that ths old man
was going to brirg destruction upon him-
selt through his serious attention to the
ghosts. Some time ago, the son said, the
heavenly guides had advised their worthip-
pers to invest in some miring stocks of
doubtful character, and he had declared
that he would take the pointer. The fon
was greatly alarmed, and he had come to
Kellar to learn if by means of the
magician's talent 1he venerab'e dupe’s faith
could not be shaken in these sbades that
came so good-naturedly from the land of
the unknown to advise him in everything
from the value of mining securities to the
best type of bicycle. The possessors of the
heavenly trutks conveyed their meanings
to the old man in messages written upon
ordinary slates. The story aroused Kellsr's
sympathy, and he arranged a schme to
thwart the spirits ard deprive them ot
their pious old victim.

The son departed happy, and upon m-et-
ing bis father said :

‘“‘Father, I bave disccvered a new me-
dium who is a peach. All your friends are
not in it with this one. He communes
with the spirits every micru‘e of bis lite.and
be knows every move they make. Slate
writing? Why, that fellow caan just boller
at a slate and the spirits will cover it with
solemn advice in seven languages.”

The tatber rejoiced at the discovery of
his son, and he gladly accepted an iavita-
tion to at*end a seance for the new medium
and get sume mcre advice from heaven.

Thereupon the son simply informed Kel-
lar that his father’s name wes Andrew, that
his mother’s nams was Martha, and that
the name of his sister was Susan. Equ'p-
ped with these meagre but satistactory data.
Kellar prepared a c.mpa‘gn agairst the
spirits.

An appointed hour found tke old man,
his son, and a friend of Kellar’s—there by
special invitation to witness the perform-
ance—sested in the librery of the magi-
cian’s home. Across the knees of the old
man lay a bundle of a dozen new slates,
which he had brought. Presectly Kellar
made his entrance, and without any delay
proceeded to the business of the occasion.
Stripping the librsry table of its lampe,
books, and covering, he remarked casually
that the moquette carpet of the room
would probably interfere somewhat with
the magnetic control ot the spirits, but that
be thought he could manage the ghosts all
right. At his request, they examined the
tables, and, failing to find any satanic de-
vice about it, they took seats. Kellar in-
structed them to draw their chairs close to
the table. The old man sat opposite the
magician ! the son and the friend were at
either end. The room was brilliantly il-
luminated, and remained so throughout the
seance. After a pause, Kellar spoke in a
low tone cautioning the others to remain
perfectly quiet, to make no remarks, and
to ask no questions until the spirits had an
opportunity to manitest tkemselves.

In making ttese pre'iminary arrange-
ments, Kellar’s manner was solemn and
mystic, his face was inscrutable, while bis
eyes swept from ore to another ot the
party in those stzrn and challenging glances
which somehow make all victims of medi-
ums feel meek and utterly incapable of
doing any thing so offensive as to oppose a
fraud. They were of many kinds and sizes
some 1n plain wooden frames, some in the
decorated borcers which school children
admire. Picking up a small slate the
wood of which was stamped with figures,
letters, and drawings of animals, the magi-
cian asked the men to extend their hands
one over the other, to the centre of the
table. A little stack of six hands
baving been made, Kellar placed
his long slim lett hand on top
of the stack. With his right band he
thrust the slate under the table, keeping
his thumb always in sight, however, just
above the edge of the table. There was
another moment of stillness. Opposite the
magician sat the old man, motionless and
awed, his eyes upon the pale face of the
pretended medium.

Presently Kellar drew the slate from
beneath the table. All eyes were instantly
upon it. However, it was still perfectly
blank. Kellar eyed it wistfully and in a
tone of disappointment whispered :

“The spirits are a trifle slow this even-
mg.”

Again he thrust the slate under the table
always keeping his thumb in sight. In less
than ten seconds he said. ‘Let us look
again!” When the slate came into view
it was found tobe covered on both sides
with writing, done in ahand too fine for
any bhuman being to have inscribed it in
such a bLriet period. Moreover the writ-

ing was in seven languages, Japanese,
Greek, Hindoostanee, Arabic, Chinese,
Ruesian, and Navajo Indian. The old man
had no knowlecdge of Japanese, nor Greek,
nor Hindoostenee,nor Arabic,nor Chinese,
nor Russian, nor Navajo Indian, but this
exhibition so paralyzei him thathe didn't
ask for a trapsla‘ior.

*‘Thunder,” he whispered excitedly te
his son, ‘‘this beats anything I ever saw !"

“Didn’t I tell you so,” replied the young
man. ‘‘He's a daisy! Shuat up now and
wait for the next act.”

Kellar presently addresscd the aged
victim :

“Please select a slate and write upon it
the name of rome Iriend who has pasted
to the other side of life.”

The old gentleman picked out a slate,
and writing a name upon it Jaid the written

| side downward and slid it across the table

to Kellar. Tsking it betwcen thumb and
finger the magician slid it under the table
as before while the company agsin stacked
bands in the centre. Keller said that the
band pert of the programme was a condition
imposed by the spirits to perfect the mag-
netic harmony snd concentrste the atmos
pheric thought currerts which otherwise
would seriously interfere with the travel of
the shades and make a mobilization of any
particular force of spiritual intellect next
to impossible.

The magician presently drew forth the .

slate, but again 1t was blenk. He mur-
mured in chegrin and thrust it back once
more. Immediately the scratcting of a
slate pencil could distinctly be hesrd and
in & very few moments thrce hollow raps
sounded. Wh'n Kellar brought forth the
slate, it bore these words:

“Dear friends: We aretappy to be atle
to send you a message through the medium-
sbip of our desr brother. Tell Andrew
that we are overjoyed in his faith, thst bis
loved ores are guiding bis every ttep. We
are a powerful band and will net let him
go astray. He cannot feel us, but we
tonch and embrace tim every day. Ifle
could only peretrate the thin veil there is
between us he would see John, Martha,
and Susan standing over kim. God bless
you all.”

The old man’s emotion upon receiving
this message was very great. He had nct
altogether expected tbat the medium cou!d
corral bis own Ceparted ones from the ir-
finite spaces of the universe. In a voice
hoarse with feeling he requested that this
question should be propouaded :

““Shall I mortgage the farm and invest in
the mining stocks ?”

Almost at orce the slate was brought
back with this answer:

“Do so, by all means.”

Transported by this proof of the case
and devotion cf the spirits, the old man
leaned heavily against the table. Dut at
this moment a vivid flash of lightning filled
the room, blinding the eyes with its white
shivering brillliancy and stunning the com-
pavy with astorishment. When the illum-
ination became normal there were but
men at the table. 1 he medium had vanish-
ed.

All but one of the slates were gone Upon
this was written.

““The flash of light which has just daz-
zled you will be the means of revealing
twenty-four hours that what you have seen
and experienced here to-night is not tke
work of spirits, but of a fellow mortal.

“HARrRY KELLAR,”

At the door stcod a grave servant who
indicated the exit with one calm gesture.
The ccmpany arose and groped their way
toward the street. Tbe old man went first
and after him his son. As Kellar’s friend
was abcut to step across the tbreshold the
form of a magician appeared, motioning to
him from an alcove, and then over coffre
and cigars Kellar told the story of the
seance supply bouse, where he purchased
a collc ction of the different kinds of slates
manufactured in the United States.
These slates he placed in the room under
neath the trap, first covering several ot
them with writing in the seven different
languages. Then tke preparations were
all complete with the «¢xception of ¢n
hour’s rehearsal wi h Barney, his chief as-
sistant. The cues were thoroughly under-

stood between tke magician and his silent
and cool-headed accomplice. The reance
commenced. Kellar picked out a slate
which was ¢n exact duplicate of one of
those upon which he had written. This
be holds under the table as Cescribed.
Withdrawing it to see if the spirits h: d
written be hastily pushes it back with the
remar k that the spirits were a trifle slow
that evening. This is Barney’s cue.
Underneath on a temporary scaffold the
counterfeit spirit unbolts the tray, thrus's
upward an arm and grasps the slate from
his master’s hand. Drawing it through the
trap he picks out its duplicate from the col-
lection which has been prearranged, and
deltlby, without a found, pleces it under
the fingers ready to receive it. Immedi-
ately the bogus medium exhibits the slate
written in strange languages as described.
The piercing glow of mysterious light was
a msgnesium flash operated by the magi-
cian’s photographer hidden behind the
curtaine, who made an exposure of the
scene st the moment when Barney was
Eluing up the lact slate. Bellar had all
ands extended to the centre of the table,
not for the purpose of centralizing the
magnetism but to draw all eyes over the
table and prevent any possibility of Bar-
ney’s arm being seen.
ithin forty-eight hours after this affair
a photograph was in the old man’s posses-
sion. It was a very good portrait of
Barney passing up a slate upon which was
written advice from the sky. That ended
the old man’s belief in spiritualism.

TO ATYRACT WILD BIRDS.

If You Want Them Absut Your House,
Plant a Whi e Mulberry Tree

* It you live in a suburban town and
want to encoursge wild birds to visit and
live abcut your home,” the observant Jer-
seyman fays, *‘you cannot make advances
to them in a better way than by planting
& white mulberry tree and abolishing cats.

“The first thing to attend to is to get
rid of all the cats which come about your
grounds. You can do this while your
mulberry free is growing, but don't take
too long a“out f, tor the white multer~y
is one of the quickest growing trees that I
know ot. Originally it came from China,
and was brought to this part of the country
about fifty years ago, when there was a
craze for raising tilk worms. Since that

time it has | een much neglected, but there
are many pl:ces like ;y own part of the
country upen the Shrewsbury river where
it has 'ound a congerial soil and climate
and now grows wild.

‘] bave one white mulberry tree. Five
years ago it was only about six teet tall,
with a frunk rot b'gger than a bloomstick
Todsy it is thirty teet tall, and its hand-
rome globu'ar head has a diameter of a*out
twenty-five teet. It is a pretty tree, with
its shiny leaves and its close toliage, and
makes a shelter which the birds love; but
it is when the fruit ripens that the tree be-
comes the strongest drawing attra tion for
tbem. The fruit is t¢bout three-quarters
of aninch long and mawkishly sweet to
our buman taste, but there seems to be
hardly one of our small native tirds that
does not love it. The trvit began to ripen
about June 15 this year, and ever since
then there hesu’t been a minute of the day
when there wasn’t at least one bird in the
tree. To orne who is not conversant with
the great variety of our native birds it is a
revelation to watch them come after a taste
of the sweet truit. There are catbirds and
robins, sparrows of more kinds then you
have fingers and toes, warblers and vereos,
and even hummirgbirds. The fruit will
last until about July 10 or 15.

“Tke white mulberry furnishes another
gource of delight to the birds, which is noi
so much a matter of pleasure to its owner.
Thbis is because its leaves are exceedingly
too hsome to tome of the caterpiilsrs, ard
particularly to the tent ca‘erpillir. The
elder, tbe mulberry, and the spple tree are
tavorites o' the worm. I have some col-
onies of caterpillars on my mulberry tree,
but, thtarks to the same birds which eat tte
fruit, tte worms are also soon eat n, and
not a single colony of the worms has so far
got beyond the 'wig it originated upon be-
tore its mewbers were snapped up as choice
morsels by the colony ot birds

““And do you have English sparrow:?"

“Certainly: a large flock ot them.
They live in the wistaria vines and nest
under tke eaves of the barn.”

‘“‘And do they not drive away the other
bird.?"

“No, ror do I believe that they bave
done so anywhere. It is true that there
are now miny places where none ,of our
native birds is left, and 'hat in these same
places tte English eparrows abound, and
this has given rise to a beliet that the other
birds have been driven away by then ; but
I have never seen the native birds worsted
by them. On my little place they all exist
together and ip barmony. The robirs are
more quarrelsome thar the English spar-
rows. I believe that it careful observa-
tions were made it would be found tbat
where the native birds have disappeared 1t
was the result of other ¢ uses, and that the
English sparrows remained simply because
they do not mind things which would drive
all the wild birds far off. People and cats
and lack of shade and fruit are potent
reasons tor the departure of the wild birds,
cats especially ”

Corticelll and the World’s Fair,

The Chicago World's Fair medals and
diplomes have &t length been distributed,
much to the gret fication, we may be as-
sured, of those who are entitled to receive
thewm. Mr. W. H. Wymsn, manager of
the Corticell Silk Co., at St. Johns yes-
terday received through the Department of
Agricul'ure at Ottawa, the medal and
diploma awarded to their company, The
medal is of bronze, enclos d in an alummum
case, and we presume it is similar to all the
medals issued at the great fair. The di-
ploma is a large and hen’some steel en-
gravir g, and urder the ordinaiy heading
contains the tollowing special reward :

CORTICELLI SILK CO., (CaNADA.)
St. Jobns, Province of Quebec.
EXHIBIT : SPOOL SILK.

AWARD

For spool embroidery and sewing silk, machine
and band button-hole twist, embroidery, knitting,
and rope silk, filo and telephone floss and yarns for
manufacturing purposes. These silks are of & su.
perior quality, pure dyes, and gocd tw sts of great
strength. All wash s1]Jks, warranted fast colors,
will stand washing without injury to color or tex-
ture. They are mest lustrous and ot a variety of
kiods and sizes, put up both in skeins and on
spools, for decorative art embroidery, and are
most valusble, espe ially for the very large
variety of shades in every color. Ths ex-
hibit deserves mention for the un que display of
reeling raw silk from cocoons, and an interesting
feature with this si:k reel 18 the electrical heating
of the water in he small basin which contains the

COCOODS.
Erra E. LANE BowEs,

H.J. KiMBALL,
Pres. Department Com. Individual Judge.

Tins is certainly very empbatic and
gratitying testimony of the excellent, if
not indeed almost perfect quality ot the
silk manutactured by the Corticelli Silk
Company in St. Johcs, and it is all the
more significant from the fact that the
award was not made until after the most
careful scrutiny and repeated tests and
examinetions. The corticelli Silk Com-
pany is one of the most successful enter-
prises in Canada, and the impartiel en-
dorsement as to the quality ot its output
will, no doubt, be sure to enbance it still
further in public estimation.

WHY was
Isaac Pitman's
Shorthand

Adopted and taught in the PUBLIC
SCHOOLS OF NEW YORK?

EG‘“SE it is the BEST and has the latest

and most practical text books.
ecause the intellect of the best shorthand experts
of the last half century has been devoted to the
criticism i?mvemem and developments of
ISAAC PIT AM’S Phonographs.

Our students therefore get the best Shorthand as
well as the best course of Business Training,

Circulars free to any address.

8. KERR & SON,

SHERR & SON,

He—*‘I am told that your admirers’
name is legion’ She (blushing)—‘ Ob, no
indeed —his name is Jones.'—Brooklyn

My Price
Seems High

to rome, but please remember I
kelp you save cne balt in time
and halt in money. My scholars
all fied employment when cof-
petent.  So much for *‘real
business” methods.  Better
write me.

SNELL’'S BUSINESS COLLEGE,
Box P, Truro, N. S,

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

BOARDIN

accommodate a tew Boarders, permanent or tran.

MISS HASTINGS, 27 Dor-
chester Street, is prepared to

20 & Discount

REFRIGERATORS

F'OR ONE WEEI.

W. H. THORNE & CO., Ltd,

Market Square, - - St. John.

sient. Alsoa few Table Boarders.

WANTE Old established wholesale House
wants one or two honest and in

dustrious representatives for this section. Can pay

a hostler about $12 €0 a week to start with. DRAWER

29, Brantford, Oat.

Wl'TEn THREE General Avents for a
block of Counties; also flve can-
vassers for each. A big thing and those who get
territorial rights will be in luck. Can also employ
scveral bright ladies at their own homes. HE
BRADLEY-GARRETSON (0., LTD., 49 Richmond St.

West, Toronto, Ont.
AT A BARGAIN, VERY

To BE sot cheap, a Square Rosewood

Piano (lately tunce), in good order. A splendid
chance for the country. Apply atthe office of this

paper.

You work right
a ee as around home. A
» brand new thing.

No trouble to make #18 a @ week easy. Write to
us quick, you will be surprised at how easy it can be
done. Send us your address any way, It will be for your interest
to investigate. Write today. You can itively make §18 a
week easy, INPERIAL SILVERWARE C0., Box yWindsor,Ont,

lE “ s' Our White Enamel Let
+ ters make elegant signs
tor office and store windows; for
beauty and durability they are un-
surpassed. We are sole importers
and agents «t the original Letter
since 1881. ROBERTSON STAMP AND
LerTER WORKS, St. John, N. B.

WAN TED Young men and women to help in

the Armenian cause. Good pay.
Will send copy of my little book, **Your Place {n
Lite,” free, to any who write. Rev. T. 8. Linscott,

Brantford, Ont.

WA "TED 1000 tintypes or photos to enlarge
{ to life size. e Rgive you, =a
a splendid, true, 16 x 20 Portrait at a very low pr ce.

Send pic'ures by mail or call at GorRBELL Portrait
Co , 207 Union St., St. John, N. B-

HOTU Outfits and materlals,
Kodaks and Cameras
trom $5t $100. Practical infor-
mation ensuring success, free.
Save time and money by consuiting us
ROBERTSON PH TO SUPPLY CO., Mas.
onic Building, St. John, N. B

MEN everywhere to psint signs

WA"TE with our patterns, No experience

required. Thirty dollars weekly. Send stamp for
patterns aud particulars. BARNARD Bros. Tor.
onto, Ont.

w TE RELIABLE MERCHANTS in

each town to handle our Water-
proof Cold Water Paint. Five million pounds sold
in Upited States last year. VICTOR KOFOD,
49 Francis Xavier, Montreal.

EslnE'c at Rothesay for sale or to ren
for the Summer months. Tha
pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prob
erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sta
tiol:. “ae w:thin twob}ninuAm walk of the Kennebe
cas nt reasonable. ly to H. &. Fene

Barr'ster-at-Law, Pugsley Bgﬁcﬁng u-o-t? ’

English Cutlery.

Knives, Razors, Scissors, Shears.

A large and well selected assortment at reasonable prices.

T. WAVITY & SONS, - ST. JOHN, N. B.

Artistic
Wood
Mantels....

ARl —— S It ycu are making any changes in

v R your House, we wish to remind you
| - .ua"é-

that we can furnish WOOD MAN-
TELS in Cherry, Oak, Quartered
Oak, and Gum Woods, with or with-
ou* Over Mantels, as desired. All
neat and elegant designs.

Also, IroN LiNinGs. TiLes, Brass
Frames and Iroxs, Gas Logs,
RoLLER GRATES, ete., to suit OPEN
Fire PrAcCEs.

75 to 99
Prince Wm. St.

F=mersoN & F—1SHER.
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$ Do You Want
X A Second-Hand

- Bicycle ?

Z , c
//Z We bave them in gocd running order,
0 and of almost all makes, from

&)
/4
/4
/4

$35.00 to $65.00.

Y4

LOOK AT THE LIST.

X

% Singers,
)y Quadrants,

Raleigs, Betlsize,

Hartfords, Crescents.

ALL IN THOROUCH ORDER

t Quick Repair Shop.

THERE WILL BE NO DELAY, for we realize how much
a rider dislikes to part with his wheel, even for a day. We
hope to make friends by being prompt.

MARCH BROS.

| Bicvcle Academy,: =it: @

Six_mer Rink.




