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WOMAN and

HER WORK.

1 am afraid we women really do a great
many foolish things, and bring upon our-
selves, to a very large extent, the ridicule
we 80 often protest against ! For instance,
could any practice be more utterly with-
out sense, more simply idio‘ic than the
habit which seems ingrained in feminine
nature of puttiag the key unler the mat
when she goes out, and then going forth
serenely feeling pertectly satisfizd that the
house, and &ll its contents will be quite safe
until her return ?

I watched an o'herwiss sensible woman
hidin the key of her front door securely
under its time honorad shield, the other

Snall painiers are seen on s)m? of the
spring dresses, and the bus'le i3 making
its s:mi atnual demand {,r pudlic favor,
but, so far, with)ut success, though it is
confidently ‘predicted by those who thould
know, that in ansther year, both the bustle
and panier will be gen-rally accepted facts.

Wh'n the coat basque fi'st appeared,
brocads wis th: generally acc pted ms-
terial, but later models show a decided
tendeacy towards making the coat of some
solid dark color, aad leaving a'l the elabor-
ation and brilliancy to the weaist coat, or
full front. This is a vast improvement as
th: entire suit tikes its dressy effect from
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day, and wondered if ehe had the least
idea of the absurdity of tke thing, or
whether she merely did it because her
mother uted to, and her grandmother had
followed th2 same intelligent custom from
her earliest yonth. It really seemed to
me that she would make a capital study
for a sculptor who wanted a thoroughly
original inspiration for a statue of faith.

Is th rea tramp in ‘he world so stupid
that he would not lock under the mat for
thegkey before tasing any more active step
towards breaking intoa house, when he
found the inmat2s absent? It so,] am
sure his fellow **kaights of the road” would
hold a court martial and turn bhim out of
their racks, the moment they found him

out.
Do try and break free from th: bonds

of babit, in this case, my dear sisters, and
find a more secure place for the tamily
door key.

I think I spoke some time ago of the
pretty effect of slashed sleeves showirg a
narrow underpuff of some bright contrast-
ing material ? If not, I know I intended do-
ing 80 ; and really they are most pictures-
que, and distinguish:d looking ; worn with
the deeply pointed bodices which arasome-
times trimmed in a fashion which suggests
the stomacher of Elizibethan days, and the
full neck ruffs, they carry us back to very
old times indeed, especially if their wearer
can afford a jewelled girdle, of the kind
the fashion writers allude to so airily, as it
they could be purchased at the shop around
the corner, for fifty cen's. O! course the
“‘jewels” are seldom »eal, and the girdles
not nea:ly so costly as they look, but still
they are sufficiently expensive to be out of
reach for many of us.

While the width of tailor made, and all
heavy wool skirts has perceptibly decreac-
ed, the light gauzy summer fabrics are
made up with fully as wide if not gider
skirts than ever; and the fully gathered
epaulette, and wide fliring . shoulder
pieces which are joined to the broad pom-
padour yokes and collars so muach worn,
prevent the scantiness of the new sleeve
puffs, from being too conspicuous, after
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the waistcoat, and it is much Letter style
as well as more economical, sinee a sma'l
quanti'y of t“e ¢xpensive brocade of which
vest, collar and cuffy are made, goss a
long way, wh'le a wtole coat would be
very expensive. Lace is a most prominent
feature of all th: summer gowns, and some
of the heavy cloth dr¢sses made for spring
show yokes cf heavy cream lace laid ovir
sa'in of either a contrasting or harmonizing
color.

The very newest Louis XV. coats have
very long basque w.istcoats, high stind-
ing collars, and deep gauntlet cuffs of ths
style known as ‘‘cavalier” last season.
Toe Louis XIV. mode's have revees, wide
bip pockets on the vest, and no cuffs, so
one may take her chsice, and yet f.e! sure
of being in the van of fishion.

The blouse, or *‘bag” front seems to die
bard, as it is seen on severa! of the newest

\

¢

\

Y./
STRIPPED SILK AND DOTTED SWisS.

the enormous width of shoulder to which
we bave become accustomed. These ad-
justable yokes and plastrons are nearly al-
ways made separate from the dress, and
are seen in many fanciful shapes. Some
have the edges cut in deep Vandyke points
others are cut straight across and some are
round. They are made of alternate bands
of lace insertion and ribbon, in all-over
embroidery on grass linen, chambray, fine
lawn, or batiste, and edged all a-ound with
a frill of either lace, or embroidery edging
to match the all-over, and finished with
high collars of the embroidery, s*iffened
with interlining, and sometimes with a frill
of the edging falling over them.
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_is nearly five inches deep.

spring models! It probably owes its
popularity to the fact that while the round
waist and belt at the back are becoming to
nearly everyone, it takes an almost
perfect form to look really well,
with a closely belted front,bence the droop-
ing blouse which hilf conceals the waist
lineis a most welcome addition to around
waist. Cuffs of all kinds and shapes are
very much in fashion. The Marie Antoi-
nette cuff is almost four inches deep and
flares decidely, while the Louis XV. cuff
Some dainty
little cuffs are scarcely more than an inch
wide when finished, and others reach
nearly to the elbow, so there is ample

room for variety betweea these two ex-
tremes.

It is really quite an interesting problem
to tolve, the manner in which the thin
summer materials should be made up!
There is no diffi ;ulty whatever in deciding
how a silk, or cloth dressis to b2 made;
but when it comes to a dainty and expensive
washing material the decision is far from
eavy. For instance, a woman sees one of
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A TUCKED SWIS3 BODICE.

the delightful zepbyrs crepins which are
being shown now, and she is natur ally
pleased withjthe dainty puffs ot pale pink,
yellow or heliotrope separated by clusters
of narrowstripes in black, which form

the material. It looks exactiy like silk and is
quite as light, and besides that it has the

advantage of washing when it is soiled ; so

she buys it, an1then her troubles are only

just begun. In the first place the fabric is
so thin that it reqaires a lining, but if it Jis
lined, it can never be washed with any
satistaction, and here the thought suddenly
presents itself that though the pretty puff-
ed material may be wasbed, it can cer-
tainly never b2 either stretched or ironea.
If it is marely pulled out caretully while it
lisdrying it will never look really fresh, but
| will always have a “*rouzh dried” appear-
‘ ance which i3 mst unsatisfastory; and to
get it cleaned by a professional cleaner
would cost almost as much as the dress

itself. To the only alternative seems to be
to make it up as much like
a summer silk as possible and

resign oneself to the annoyance of trying
‘to keep it clean, ahd kaowing that onc: it
8 soiled, it is practically done for. There
s however, one rule t) go by which is a
reliable guide for making all thin summer
waists ; no matter kow they may be cut,
and that 1s that th2y arz all gathered at the
belt, atter that, the variety consists in the
trimming. Dresses that are not to be
wished are cut with gored skirts, and those
which are intended to pay frequent visits
to the tub are eithar made entirely plain,
or only sloped off at the front and sides. A
very easy model, and on: which was re-
| cantly shown in New York, had a perfectly
plain skirt which was gathered to the belt
and then had a seconl row o! shirring all
around, each gather bzing carefully lail.
The waist was in simple French shape, and
only gathered at the belt, which was of
guipure insertion. A row of the same in-
ertion was sewed flat down the centre of
the back and a similar row went down the
front from throat to belt. The neck was
finished with a band of ribbon overlaid with
a band of the insertion and a double bow
of the ribbon finishad the back, above, was
a frill of lac2. Th> sleeves were balloon
puffs with a jabot of the lace down the
centres.

Another pretty model was of dotted
canvas cloth, and the sleeves were in bishop
shape with a frill ot the. material edged
with narrow lace at the wrists. The waist
was V shaped in front and back, folds of
the material being drawn across in surplize
style, the belt wis of wide ribbon fold:d,
and there were two bows of ribbon on the
waist one near eazh shoulder, a frill of lace
was gathered at the neck and fell back,
leaving the throat bare. The skirt was
quite plain.

SUMMER SHIRTS.

Smart new Bodices of Cool Alry Fabrics.

New York, April 30.—Direct descend-
ant of the spencer body, the shirt waist
has for six seasons or more made all
womankind happy. Nothiag so cool and
neat for summer wear has been found since
the spencer was laid on the grave of dead
grandmothers, and it is really to this
estimable old garment that we owe the
later invention.

Its great granddaughter, the shirt waist,
was originally intended for plain user, but
some of the later ones are taking on such
fine airs that shirt waist seems a misnomer.

In general outline, with the exception
that bishop sleeves take the place of the
old gigots, the new shirt bodies differ in no
great degree from those of lsst season.
They bave the same pointed yokes at the
back, and the fronts slightly gathered or
laid in three nirrow, pressed down plaits
each side of the button hem. A

The cuffs, however, are now of the same
material as the waist, and the white turn-
over collars are no longer sewed on. They
are made detachable to admit ef several
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EFORE deciding what
style of LOW SHOE

you intend wearing, you

should see our assortment. It
has no equal in St. John as
regards Pr'ce or Variety of
Styl-.
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All tke best things of the
American and Canadian mar-
kets are now open for your

be

inspectior, and you will

unable to find any loaer prices .

in the city, Quality considered,
than we are cffering,
O e S .

Waterbury & Rising.
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changes, the waist outlasting, of course,
the collar in freshness, and worn with a
parrow mannish bow tie.

With shirt waists strictly for morning

use, those of percale, cambric and cheviot, |

a stylish variation of the white collar is a
stiff stock and little bow tie made of the
waist material.
is not a frequent accomp iniment to a ready-
made article, but 1s fashionzd to order by
the shirt makers.

A parasol to match the wash waist, what-
ever its material, is also id® bigh feather,

A FIGURED SILK JATKET
and by skilful manipulation may be ¢s
easily laundered.

The cuffs of all of the sleeves are less
deep than formerly, and are held together
by link fastenings, and a trim sort in these
are round pearl buttons to imitate those
in front.

The prettiest and most smart shirt waist
of the season, though, is the one made of
some fragile textile.

Batistes, dimities and lawns, striped,
plain and figured all over, make some of
the most useful of these, and a becoming
point with many ofthem is to have the
collar and cuffs in a solid color.

For the smarter affairs white Swiss,
figured, dotted, plain or ribbon striped,
is an effective and elegant material.
Again th2 Swiss may be in large checks or
small ones, or, perbaps, be self-siripod
with a dainty embroidery of dots or figures
in colored silk between.

One of the novelly textures used for
these dressy waists is a curious linen
batiste, showiag big rough figures, like
Turkish towelling.

The background of this is a pale
mihogany-brown, in a web as thin as gren-
adine.

The figures, huge leaves or strange
flowers, are white and are raised up with
all the thready loops of the familiar bath
towel.

Then it goes without saying that all the
plain and fancy linens and batistes of the
season are seen among the new shirtwaists,
and so elegant are som? of these with their
laca insertions and open work yokes and
collars that they seem fine enough for
almost any occasion.

Many of the Swiss waists have the necks
fizished with the usual stiff collar. But
others and the colored novelty textures
as well, will bave ribbon stocks or else
made ones of white, black or tiated satin,
showing white satin pipings at the edges
and the proper narrow tie. ;

Here endeth the chapter of shirt waists !
Still let i* be added that there are ging-

This’last detail, however, |

hams left, and the daintiest coolest affa'rs
in swivel silk, and some plaia tlack or

white satin blouszs that are the very naw- |
Then there |

est things from London town.
is a dashing ni:w material culled “‘sale
| cloth™ that will be much used for country
| and yachting wists.

| washable articles one may with three
! gkirts alone—a black peiu de soie, a brown
linen homespun, and a white duck—effect

a summer outing with peace and health.

And since both the skirts and waists may
be bought ready made, it is never too late
to learn and buy.

Doa’t Pollsh Cut Gliss toy» Mach,
(ireat care should be taken with articles

toilet use.
in attempting too high a polish, which, as
a rule, many persons consider one of the
chief beauties of this ware. Constant
polishing reduces the exquisite finish which
makes it appear so bright when new. In
order to retain this brilliancy, let the
article, when quick'y cleaned, be [allowed
to dry alone after being properly; rinsed.
A soft linen towel should be used but little
in the care of cut glass, and it will be al-
ways bright and sparkling. There is al-
most ne Russian cut glass brought to this
country, and it differs greatly from other
makes in peing dull and heavy. IEnglish
and American glass highly wrought, and
new features are constantly in the market.

American manufacturers frequently copy
Russian patterns. A beautiful loving cup,
richly cut, is among the newer importa-
tions of Knglish glass.
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anyone can see the difference be- ||
tween the twin-bar of clear, pure ‘

Sunlight
30ap

and other laundry soaps, but you'll |
know the difference when you use
it because it cleanses with
|
Less Labor |
[ Greater Comiort |

For every 12 Wrappers sent

BOOks for to LeEver Bros., Ltd., 23
Scott St,, Toronto, a ustii
ful paper-bound book wi

wrappers be sent.

N.D. HOOPER, S§t.John,N. B,,
Agent for New Brunswick.
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With a proper supply ot all these neat |

many changes of costume, and go through |

of cut glass, whether for table service or |
The greatest mistake is made |
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The Edwardsburg Starch Co. M'f'r’s.

WORKS:; CARDINAL, ONT, OFFICES:. MONTREAL, P.Q..

b ST. JOHN %
Conservatory « Music

AND ELACUTION

158 Prince William Street.

Fall term opened Sept. 9th 1895, Branches taught :
Piano, Violin, Vocal Music and Eiocution. Free
classes in Harmony, Physical Cuiture and Singing

Miss Jessie Campbell Wnitlockv

TEACHER OF PIANOFORTE.

ST. STEPHEN, N. B.

The * Leschetizky Method’; also ** Synth: tic
System,” for beginners.
Apply at the residence of

Mr. J. T. WHITLOCE.
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This caption,
“Health for the
= Mother Sex,” is of
gy such immense and
import-
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necessity become
the banner cry of

the age.
Women who have been pros-
trated for long years with Pro-

| I lapsus Uteri, and illnesses following

in its train, need no longer stop in
the ranks of the suffering. Miles'
(Can.) Vegetable Compound does
not perform a useless surgical oper-
ation, but it does a far more reason
abie service.

It strengthens the muscles of the
Uterus, and thus lifts that orgam
into its proper and original position,
and by relieving the strain cures the
pain  Women who live in constant
dread of PAIN, recurring at REGU-
LAR PERIODS, may be enabled to
pass that stage without a single un-
pleasant sensation.

Four tablespoonfuls of Miles'(Can).
Vegetable Compound taken per day
for (3) three days before the period
will render the utmost ease and com-
fort.

For sale by all druggists.

Prepared by the

A. M. C. MEDICINE CO.,
136 St. Lawrence Main St.,
Price 75 cents, Montreal,

Letters from suffering women will
be opened and answered by a confi-
dential lady clerk if addressed as
above and marked ¢ Personal.’
Please mention this paper when writ

ing. Sold bv all druggists,
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