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HYPNOTIZED BRAVERY.

The younger man offered th) eldera
diink out of a flack he carried

«Is it that Ohio whiskey ? " inquired the
elder.

“The same,” smiled the young man.

¢ Then I am afraid of it.”

“And you & veteran ot three wars?”
laugked the young man.

“Fear, my boy,” said the old man grave-
ly, ‘‘is permiseible under tome circum-
stances. At least you may call it fear,
though it is more nearly correct to call it
wite piecaution.” : :

«“Then you bave tackled Obio whiskey
betore you ever saw this ?”

“Yes, I was in Maine once for a month,
gnd ore day a man came alcng with a
bottle of what ke called Buckeye Beauty.
Ordinsr ly I would have shied, but I was
so unu't-rably thirsty that I was ready for
anything acd tackled tte Buckeye. It
was a large bottle and I got a long drink.
Then I took another to get the caste of that
one out, end so ¢n until [ had lostall sense
ot taste and touch and stame and decency,
and I didn’c get over it for six weeks.”

‘Wel', here,” laughed the young mn,
‘you hold still a micute snd Il hypootize
you. Then you won't krow anytlirg and
cen get through w'th a drink of this hap-
pily. That's the way we always drink
Ohio liquor.’ :

Tte clder man's eyes sparkied and his
face flushed. Evideatly his companion’s
words recalled something out of the patt in
his history that was pleasing as well as ex-
citing. :

‘Do you know,’ he broke in almost
abrupt’y, ‘.hat you have touched & button
so to speek, in my memery ?’

‘Glad enoughb,” respcnded the man.
‘Now let your tongue do the reet and I
won't read tkis stuif to bring me forget'ul-
ness of my wcey.’

‘It was that hypootiz:d tuggest'on,” ex-
plaincd the cfficer. ‘Do you know that
tLere is such a thing as hypootized bravery”

‘Go on with your cttory,’ insisted the
young man. ‘When itis finished I may
be better jrepared to tay what [ know.’

Thus cejo'ed and flattered the old cilicer
chucked tke young fellow good naturedly
in the ribs'and oteyed instructions.

‘It bappened years ago,” he said, ‘that
on one occasion in tke wilds «f Arizona I
went out with a sccuting party of sixty men
from tte camp where we bhad a force of
four hundred under command of old Col.
X., who was a bad man after red skins. 1
had instructions to go to a pont in the
mountiins where Indians were reported,
at a distance of seventy miles from camp,
and [ westo be gone not lorger than a
week. Well, I wis rather verdant at that
time on Incian fightng and at the same
time very headstrong, and I preceeded to
skow those Indian fighters of the West that
it took a man raised in tke Fast to know
how to do the thing as it should be done.
Col. X. had taken me aside betore I left
and in a fatherly way had suggested to me
in the kindliest spirit that it was ‘mighty
easy for a man to meke a d— fcol of Lim-
gelf that far from sunrise,” but I only
laughed and told Lim I thought I had
not been in two wers tor nothing, and so
feeling I went forth with my little torce.
On the evening of the second day we were
pocketed in a canon not twerty-five
miles from camp, and it seemed to me
that there were a million: Indiars th'rsting
for our blood and twice that many jelling
for it. Five ot our horses and trappings
had been left down the canon when we took
to the rccks and got in‘o the ‘pocket’
where for a time we were safe, ard we
were out of provisons and short on water.
In fact, we hadn’t enough of bcth to last
us twenty-fourtou s. If we c.uld life on
nothing until our week wis up a sea ching
party from camp might relieve us, provic-
ed it happened to come our way and the
Indians cffecred to objections, but if this
did not cccur there was nothirg left vs but
to get a messenger to camp acd have him
bring us aid, and plenty otit. As toon as
I saw we were caught like rats ina trap,
my better senses appeared to come to me
and from the ‘d——fool' I hyd bren at the
etart I soon developed into an cflicer fully
alive to the situation, and prepa:ed to fight
tke foe until we hacn’t a bullet or a chance
left. 1 saw at cnce thit cur only hope
was o get.word to the camp, £nd as the
sun went (own I made a speech to my men
and c:lled for volunteers. Twenty men
stepped to the front on the instant, and all
of the ctl ers showed that they were equal-
ly 1eady and willing to take the rick. Of
these I cho.e five, and as soon as it became

Cark I scnt them out to scatter through the
canon and get to camp the best way they
couvld. The canon was quiet as the grave
a!l night and far above its narrow opening
to tke tky we cculd see the stars shining
as if to guide cur messengers to safety.

“When morning broke and we could catch
our first glimpses of objects through t'e
gray shadows our eyes fell upon our five
messengers standing up in a row not threce
Lundred yards from our ‘pocket.” They
bad been strippcd of the'r clotting,back-
ed and cut and elashed all over their
bcdies, scalped, &nd then fantastically
decked wi h splinters of wood bearing little
flags of coloured cloth sticking in their flesh
in dczens of places. Not an Indian was io
sight and thecilence of the great chasm was
dreadfully oppressive. As theliglt grew
brighter with the coming of the sun ¢nd the
ghastliness of tLe scene before us became
more apparent, the ¢ffect on the men was
overwhelming. The walls of the gorge
seemed to be the sides of a gigantic grave in
which we were dropped among g'inning
corpes, and the men gazcd into esc% other’s
faces with a shiver and a nameless dread.
There was no breakfast and not more than
a drink of water as we huddled together
ard tried to gather courage by contact. If
we could only have scen an Indian, or a
hundred of them, that we might bave rushed
out upon ; but no; it was a grave, an aw-
ful grave, and death unseen, but no less
sure, was lying in wait for us. Under
these circumstances I hardly felt justified
in asking for volunteers to follow in the
bloody fogtsteps of thote sent out the
night before, but there was nothing e'se to
do, and after a britf speech I sesked if
there was a men ready to sacrifice himeelf
for the reet of us. One man only respond-
¢d, and he was crezy, for before I could
speak to him he bounded out mto the coffin
with a wild yell and set out along the nar-
row path by which we had come up into
the ‘pocket.” This was the only wsy out,
except & narrow and d:x:ﬁeroul path lead-
1ing along the canon and impossible

.of massage except in daylight, which
'meant ;e‘a!b, for the I{: 1ans  com-

manded it from every point with their
rifles. Five minutes after this Jast mes-
senger started we saw a lariat shoot out
from behind a rock, ard without a sound
the man disappeared. Hopeless now as
my task w:s, I called again for volunteers,
and none responded. They toid me they
were willing to starve to death or go out
m a body and die as soldiers, but they
wculd not go out to be butchered as the
others had been. What next to do now
puzzled me, and I called a council of war.
At that council I admitted an orderly, who
was alsoa crank, but a man of supericr
intelligence and of great eagacity. After
hearing various suggestions and offering a
few myself, none of wkich seemed very
otential in getting us out of the desperate
Eole we were in, the orderly asked if he
might present a plan tome in priva‘e. 1
told him to present itto the council, but
he insisted on making it in private, and at
Jast I went with h'm to a remote corner
beh'nd a boulder and quite out of sight ot
our littie camp. Here he came at
once to business and said that our cnly
hope of salety lay in sendiog & mes-
senger to the camp, and that not-
witbstanding our previous experience he
believed he could persuade a man, or sev-
eral men for that matter, to go, provided
I gave him full permission to act as hLe
thought fit, ard would take all the respon-
eibility. In view of the fact that was a
case of lite or death any way, I told him to
go ahead and do whatcvir he liked.

““At the sime time I told bim {recly that
he was not going to get a man to trus:
himeelt outside ot the ‘pocket.” He grin-
ned at me in a minner that would have
called for imm<diate punishmentif it bad
been offe1ed under ordinary circumstances,
and went off toward where the men were
collected, entirely igno ing our council
what had taken place. and in a very thort
time we saw the orderly goirg over to-
ward the boulder with a man, and five
minu‘es later ke came with him toward us.
He calied me to him in p'ace cf joining
the council, and told me to a ask his m:n
whatever questions I desired. 1 did to,
and 'h: man responded promptly, saying
tbat h2 was quite willing to take the risk
and go to the camwp for help. Lle had re-
markably litdle to s+y, and sbowed very
litt'e teeling, [ thought, for a man who was
undertakiog so hezardcus a  voy-
age, but the orderly appeaced
to be perfectly satisfied with bim, and I was
lesving it to the orderly. He requested
me to tend my instructions in writing,
which I thoughkt was peculiar, and said o,
but the orderly it would be all right when
I knew as much as he did. All being in
readin‘ss the messenger, accompanied by
the orderly to the furtherest point of safcty,
dashed down the canon. As he dodged
in and out among the rocks I ordered the
men to keep all eyes open for the Indians
in waiting, and we managed to plug a hall
dozen or more of them, and cur messenger
disappeared from our right still in good
stape, and we were hoping he might have
eccapzd. But our hope was to be crushed
again, for in an hour or so we saw his dead
body shoved up on top of a huge boulder
and dumped down upon those of bis com-
rades who had preceded him. The order-
ly reported the man’s death, and in balt an
bour he had started to the tront with anotk-
er one, bearing written in:tructions. How
it was possible for the orderly to persuade
these men to rnsh into the very jaws of
death none of us could under:tand, nor
could any amount of dissuasion indace
them not to go forh in the
perilous journey. They seemed to have a
dszed d-ggednees quite impervious to all
argument and to all scnse of danger. It
was possible, we reasoned, ‘hat out of
many sent forth cne might get throvgh,and
if we could induce men to keep on trying,
even if all were kil'ed, the result was no
mcre disas‘rous than if they rushed at once
on a hidden enemy and were slain in a
body. By the time tbe orderiy had stn'
out two more messsges we feit that he wes
exercising some mysterious power or other
vpon them,tor it was not possitle that men
of tkeir own volition weuld take the risk
these men did, but we were powerlets to
prevent their going. Inleed, it teemed to
me that our ‘orce was under the icfluence
of the orderly. Five failures and five dead
m>¢sengers was the record of the orderly
by the time the sun bad set, and then he
¢ me to me for a brief word to the effect
that the path, which could not be fol'owed
by day because cf the bullets of the In-
dians, and was more dangerous at mght by
rea'on of its location across deep chasms
and along the precipitious face of the c'iff,
in places being only a tew inches wide and
a thcusand feet above the first landing,
would be attempted as soon as night
had fallen by Corporal Vertner. It
was only a chincte in a million
that hbhe could make it, but
be (the orderly) knew the path perfectly,
and be had given him such minvte direc-
tions that he (the corporal) was willing to
try it: I saw the corpcral, as I had seen
each of the others,and had a short talk with
him, but it was no more satisfaction than
with the others. The corporal’s mind was
m_de up to teke the rick, and that wes all
there wasin it. Then ke told mes ‘good-
by,” and accompained by the orderly to tke
starting point, he disappeared in the dark-
ness. I waited for the orcCerly to return to
me, as I had requested him to do, for I wes
dete rmined that he should give me some
exp'anation of his strange conduct, but ke
did not do so. I waited an hour, and then
as he did not appear, I went out to find
him. T asked the sentries, and tkey told
that he had gone out with Vertner, but had
not come back, and told ttem not to look
for bim for two hours at least. [ returned to
my pott on this information, leaving word
with them to send him to me at once when
be returned. An hcur and a half later I
had fellen into a light slcep under the shadow
of the boulder I had preempted, and just as
I was in a pretty dream of mother, home,
and friends, and that sort, I was suddenly
awakened by a heavybody falling across me.
My first impulse was to turn in an alarm,for
| thoughti t just as likely an Indian bad
tumbled down out of the cliffs on to me
¢s anything else, but before I could
get my wits icto articulate form, a voice,
thick and strange, but surely the orderly’s,
ejaculated with an effort: ‘Saved, Cap'n;
by G—, we're saved; thank——, and
with the sentence unfinizhed tke voice
became still. I was up and in full posses-
sion of all my senses in a minute and
hurriedly calling my officers togetker we
examined the orderly. His face was thin
and white, as if he were utterly exhausted,
and it was plain that his collapse was due
to some great nervous strain rather than
to any of the ordinary causes of collapse,

so [ advised that he be carefully stretched
out and some whiskey be given to him if
there were any left (which there was), and
that he b2 rubbed gently until he revived,
though it might be several hours before he
regained corsziousness. It was not later
at this time than 10 o'clock, and I could do
nothing except to report what the orderly
had said wgen he reported. What he
meart by it none of us could say, but as
we had beard no firing, and firing was the
only possible way of stopping a man on
that path, we began hoping in a small way
that the corporal might have pulled
througb, though how the orderly knaw it
was a mystery. At the first peep of dawn
I was out to gce it there were any sigrs of
the corporal, but nothirg was visible save
the feathers of a few redskins watching for
a chance to pick off some of my men, and
I returned to tke orderly. He was still
unconscicus but began to make soms mani-
festation of revival, end I ceutioned
the nurses to w.tch him closely, and give
bim all th> time he wanted fo open his
eyes in. At 6 o'cleck he turned uneasily,
mumb!ed some hing about being saved, and
again relepsed.  Of course, we knew
notting ot the mes:enger he had sent
out, un1ll we bad learned esomething
from the orderly. Nothing was left us,
ther« fore, except to wait for develcpments.
They came aboat noon in the shape of fir-
ing down the canon, and presen'ly a wild
movement among the Indians 1mmediately
in front of us, which soon grew into a
stampede acd a panic, considerably aug-
mented by a number of volleys we fired
into the encmy when the disturbances else-
where in the canon frightened bim out of
his hiding places and into view of our men.
We knew that aid had come to us from
scma source, and late in the alternoon,
when our own friends fcom camp came
dashing into our ‘pocket,’ guided by Cer-
poral Vertner, we knew that the Ocderly
had called the turn some way, and had
saved us. The corporsl s:emcd to have
his wi!s about him all right, but h2 could
offer no explanation that was saticfactory,
and it wes not until two days sfter we got
the orderly to camp and in the hands of the
surgeon that he came out of the kinks
s :fliciently to meke the mstter clear.

“It was a ces2 of mesmerism, &s the
orderly called it,” ccncluled the cflizer,
“‘in‘ens fied to a great extert by the ex-
citing circumstances surrcunding us all,
which streined every nerve to the bighest
tension.  In the cas2 of the first men sent
out, the orderly had simply put them under
the influence and sent tkem out to go
whither they might, bearing my written
request for help. It was certan they bad
not known what they were doing, and ths
chances were that death came to them
painlestly, however much they were tor-
tured, as [ doubt. In tke case ot the cor-
peral, the orderly bad undeitaken a far
more difficult tark. He krew every inch
of the perilous path alecng the canon wall,
and when ke sent his subject out that way,
practically as a man walkinz in his sleep,
he had followed him as far as he dared go,
and had then pnt all the power of concen-
tration he possessed upon the messenger
and willed that he should put his feet, step
by step, where the orderly would have put
them hed he been making the trip
by day, and as he, with all his kcow-
ledge, couid not have possibly done had
he been making the trip himself. It was a
mesmeritm and clairvoyance combined, and
showed conclusively that the orderly in these
later days would have made a fortune in
the hypnotic show business. For more
than two hours he had con-entrated every
power of ncrve and will and psychical ener-
gy which he possessed upon the messenger,
stepping blindly but surely a ong that path,
and had brought him outat last upon the
high grounds teyond ard bad gent bim
flying and tireless upoa his errand of sal-
vation to oor camp twenty mlles away.
Once started on the trail wkere he could fol-
low tl e suggestion given to him in the be-
gining, and no longer requiring the direct
contr: | of the iz fluencing mind, the order-
ly collapsed as the tremendous pressure
was relieved, and only power enough was
left bim to get to me aud fall in a heap just
as he had dore. As for the corporsl, who
had brougkt the rescuing party to us, he
had little to say {fu:ther than that he khew
what he was doing, and what the risk was,
but had no desire to do anytkirg
except to carry out the orders of lus
superior officer. How he bad traversed tne
canon path in the darkness he could not
tell, unless it bappened to be his luck.
Even then the corporal was not suze in his
mind that he had been acting under
hypnotic irfluence, and I am not surprised,
for the corporal was not tke most intelligent
man [ ever met.’

‘Do you think the orderly had a right to
do what he did ?’ inquired the youag man.

‘I fancy his conduct might be irquired
into under ordinary circumstances,’ re-
plied the officer, ‘but where we were it
was merely a choice betwcen being killed
by a very decent though craaky white man
or by a miserable, tneaking Indian, and
anybody who has ever tried it would choose
an) thing in preference to being killed by
an Indian.’ W. J. Lamb‘on.

GREEN FOR AUTUMN.
Diamond Dyes Gives the Rich-

L est Colors.

The manufactures of the justly popular
Diamond Dyes constantly avail themselves
of every improvement in the manutacture of
dye-stuffs, thus giving to home-dyers all
over the world each aud every advantage
possessed by the largest mancfacturers on

Have yon tried the Diamond Dye Fast
Dark Green, Diamond Dye Fast Olive
Green, and Diamond Fast Bottle Green ?
For the dyeing of Wool &nd Silk gooda,
these greens are certainly triumphs, of
science.

For the coming Autumn the above
(Greens with their varied shades—Hunter’s
Green, Myrtle Green, Bronze Green, Rus-
1an Green, and Old Green—will be all the
rage for ladies’ tuits and dresses. Use
only the ‘Diamond,” and you will turely
get the best results and colors.

All Mixed,

'Df;i’ Harold call on you this morning,
pa

‘Yes; but I couldn’t make much out of
what he raid. I understood him to say
that he wanted to nrr(l:e, and that you
had enough to support him, so I sent bim

home and told him to write it out.’,
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(hSURPRISE SOAP

until they try.
(s (he easiest quick:
‘pesibest Soap to

.7 ‘useSeefor yourself

A RAILWAY WANDE RER.

More Than 20,000 Miles Travalled by Ioit
Car 6,184,

One of the most peculiar ard the most
interesting wanderers over the face of the
earth is a runaway freight car, and itis
about es difficult an act to get it back
home again as to restore to its tfellows any
other nomad you msay mention. And the
runaway car has about as meny interest-
ing experiences during its queer truancy
as the wenderer of any other class.

I know of ore such car,says a w i'er in
the N. Y. Sun. No. 6,184, which 1 f; its
home on Feb. 22, 1803, and remsined a
pertistent ahd stubborn runaway until
March 3, 1895. And what a jaunt it had!
[t was almost continuously wandering all
these mavy months. It visited nearly all
tke principel citics of the United States;
it roamed over nearly 2ll the middle,
eastern, and scuth Atlantic ccoast Ststes;
it passed through »1l kinds of weither and
was exposed to the trying changes
of all manner of climates. It
carried all sorts of provisions in its big
larder—wheat from the vast prairie reach-
es of the Northwest, corn from the rich
ficlds ot the Mississippi Valley, melons and
oranges and banaras from th: Sou'h, Can-
adian apples from the far North—these,
and m:ny a manufactured article, drawn
from the mills of the motker East to her
daughters in the West, did the wandering
car bear safely to and fro.

Some days it took a rest and stayed on
some convenient siding for twenty-four
hours, waiting for a chance to unlcad 1ts
freight and be off again to new ecenes.
It did not stay long in any one place, how-
evcr, but kept up a pretty lively pace, and
by th2 time it r<ached its own home, bruis-
ed and scarred and maimed and weather-
beaten and needing a fresh coat ot paint to
mend the 1ents made in its garb by the
rain and the snow and the sun and the at-
trition of untoward circumstances, it had
travelled cver 20,000 miles. I's owners
tried often and faithfully to induce it
to return ktoms, but just as they
thought they had their hands on
it, it g ve them the slip and was off on
another run 1,000 miles perhaps from the
yards it left so many months before. It
bad got so into the roaming habit that it
apparently would not cr could not check
itself. I fancy some of the people who
took it for their own uses were as much to
blame as the car, for railroad managers
say that cars are often misused and
kept away from home for long periods
when they should have been promptly re-
turned to tkem on the completion of their
journeys. Indeed, one of the most per-
plexing problems of modern railroad life,
and ore wtich attracts annual attentio at
the meeting of the National Association
of Car Accountants, whose business is to
keep watch and ward of the cars of tkeir
companies, is found in the persistent dis-
position of some railrcad cfficers to neglect
to return borrowed cars.

Our runaway car, which is like many an-
other in the extent of its wanderings, got
away from its owners in a wholly decorous
and unsuspicious manner on Feb. 22, 1893.
Its duty was to haul a load of flour from
Minneapolis to Boston. When it should
be through with this duty i‘s business was
to go home again by the straightest possible
route, but here it made a mistake, and
then began a long period of truancy. It
belonged to the **Soo” railroad, cne of the
large Western rcads, and when it reached
the end of its company’s line at Sault Ste.
Marie, at the foot ot Lake Superior, where
the water of this mighty inland sea spills
over its bounds and pours down the swift
St. Mary’s on its way to the tea, it wheeled
on to the tracks of the Canadian Pacific
road, and from the Soo it went on through
Canada to Montreal, where it cro:sed tke
St. Lawrence and passed on down the
State of New York and so on to Boston.

It would have been better for the car it
it bad turned about and had come home by
the same route on which it started, but the
owners of the car, not wishing to be insis-
tent and yielding to the generally accepted
custom, were willing it should be used by
some other road, providing it were safely
returned witktout undue delay. Oat of
such willingness as this has grown up an
enormous and in some ways unwieldy and
unsatisfactory treffic, the railroadsin one
section of the country premitting the use of
their cars by lines in all other sections of
the country ; and so you may see, wherever
you may be between the oceans, cars

whose conspicuous trsdemarks or wkhkose

c'ear lettering shows that that they are
hundreds, perbaps thousands ot miles from
headquarters. Any read wlich uses an-
other’s cars, however, pays for tke use.
The payment is wholly a matter of Lonor,
however, and if one road skould went to
evade full and hon'st payment,it could
easily do 8o, for the lending road must de-
pend upon the torrowing lise for figures as
to how far the car has travelled. The fact
that some roads arenot to purctilious in
this matter as they might be adds another
element to the perplexing problem.

The roads charge oce another six-tenths
of a cent per mile of distance travelled as a
rental for the cars. This is for tke com-
won freight business ; for refrigerator cars
for carrying perishible wares, three-quart-
ers of a cent is charged. This seems such
a small amount to pay, cne that real’y isn’t
worth taking into consideraticn, but wken
one ramembers that there are considerably
over a million freight cars in the United
States, that they travel a billion miles a
month—twelve billion miles a year, a dis-
tance far beyond human ccmprehension—
and that they earn over $67 000,000 an-
nually by just this insigunificant part of a
cent per mile, then, indeed, it gives one a
new idea of the magnitude of this depart-
ment of & winlerlul busicess, a fresh view
of the immense possibilities of what might
be called progressive minutiz.

When our runaway car got into Boston
it was taken in band by a representative of
the New York Central Railroad, who, s
is the custom all over the Un'ted States,
sent back at once to the office
of tkte company in Minneapolis—
after heading the car for New York city—
what is knownas a junction card, a card of
about tke size of an ordinary pottal card,
used in railway business to noti'y the road
owning a straying car who has appropriat-
ed it. These junction cards are important
factors in this department of railway Ltusi-
nees. There is propably no more in‘ricate
department in all the vast complex railway
system than this one having for its duties
the tracing and the care of care. The
junction card enables the company owning
the car to tell every day in the yearon
what line the csr is runnirg, and it also
serves as a guide in charging up to the
company which has taken tie car the
amount of mileage which that company
should pay for the use of the car.

If a road kad 10,000 cars off its line at
once the car accountant would be able to
tell you at any time on what paricular
line any particular car was. Indecd, he
could go still further than this, he could
tell you at &ny hour of the day or night
between what two tiny rai'rcad stations
any car of the whole 10,000 was rumbling
along, or where it was standing if it had
gone in‘o a siding.

Wken a car isadded to a great railroad
system it receives a numter, whichit keeps
as long as it lives. This number is entered
in a historical reccrd book, where the main
events in the li’e of the car during its his-
tory are recorded, together with its sz32, ca-
pacity, cost and o on, with the name of the
builder. A wide column is ieft for remarks
as to the more eventful episcdes in the life
of the car. Should it become wrecked or
injured in any way, the defails of the
accident are set down. Ii it be badly
wrecked, the flames are set to work about
it and all the woodwork is destroyed in
order that the iron of the car may besaved.
So in the case of an old and worn-out car,
1t dies from overwork and is then cremated.

As soon as the car is sent out for work,
whetker on regular busicess of the road or
in the service of another company, tke
number is entered in another large volume,
called a record book. This book bas
many long and narrow spaces for notations,
for in keeping the daily wanderings of the
car it may travel in many regions and over
many different lines, and all these move-
ments from day to day must be noted in
this book. In some cflices the outward-
bound movements of he loaded car are en-
tered in black, the emty movemenis in red.
This large book is a daily history of the car,
and by turning to it at any time, so minute
and particular is the record, the car ac-
countant can at a glance locate any one of
his thousand cars. The names of the com-
panies in whose custody the car may be at
any time are represented by arbitrary
numbers, which stand for the companies
all through the transactions of this part of
the railroad business. These numbers are
entered daily with the record of the moving
car to show who has taken it.

Sometimes, for some reason or other,

the junction cards referred to above may
not arrive regularly, and the car is lost
from sight. A tracer is then sent out. It
is a pri: ted circular enclosed 1n an envelope
addressed to the person last known to have
had jurisdiction over the car. He is inform-
ed that car No. 26 220, for instance, was
delivired to him on Sept. 15, bound for
Baltimore. The immediate return of the
car is requested on the tracer, or, if it has
passed out of his yard, to some other line,
he is requested to send on another tracer
to the next person known to him to have

bad the car. This supplemental tracer
bears a description of the car also, and
there 1s rintetf upon it in bright red ink :
“Please let tracer follow car until home.”

Tke tracer is torwarded from one car
gervice department to another until the car
is located, when a junction card is at once
issued, cr, in emergency cases, a telegram,
and the carwill be ordered home at once
or allowed to proceed to do revenue duty
on o' her Jines.

In some instances railroads find it to
their advant ge to employ a man as a car
tracer, or perbaps he mgtt have added to
the tit'e ot tke words car chaser, for he is
gent on many a wildgoose chace. It is the
duty of tLis man to run down and locate
runaway cars, and {o see tha'. they are
sately returned home. Very often he may
travel burdreds ot miles in pursuit of a
stngle car before he overhauls it.

An ingenious device hes also been invent-
ed by which, with a series of pigeon Loles
and numbered pieces of wood, accurate
daily movements of cars can be noted, each
piece of wood, something like a schoolboy's
ruler, repr- s.nting a car, and being meved
from pigeonhol: s to pigeonholds as the car
changes its position in the courtry.

If all the railroads tracks of the systems
of ths Urited Stat 8 w re placed endto end
and some scientifiz engiceer cou'd give us
the proper trestle work, we skoulu have,
ccunting in the work done in the year 1896,
a straightaway lire to the moon, 230,000
miles long, 7,000 miles left over for appro-
priate swi'ches at the luuar end of this
great route. There are 1,310,000 freight
cars to do tke heavy carrying of this great
syttem, worth in round numbers $786,000-
000. During a year the treight cars carry,
on an average, 1,400,000,000,000 peounds
of treights.

A strong effort bas been made by scme
of the railroed companies to introduce a
system throughout the whole United States
providing for the payment of renfal cars
by the day instead of charging for tke
number of miles trave'led. Many thou-
sends of dollars are earned by the stray-
ing cars of every large company every
month, but as other companies use the
cars of competitors indiscrim'nately there
is usually rot so very large a balance to
pay when the day of accounting comes. No
doubt many of the large companies lose a
good deal of money every year by the
tailure of other companies to return for all
the mileage due. An avirage freight car
costs about $600. It will weigh about
28,000 pounds, and will carry about
60,000 pounds of freight.

When our car reached New York city
after it had been emptied of is load cof
merchandise to New York. it went on the
Delaware and Lackawanna road, and then
tegan a series of the most bewildering
wancerings. Sometimes it took a lon
jaunt of a thousand miles at & stretch, an
again it went on short errands from
one part of a great cily to ano ther
part. Sometimes it was sent back and
torth on parallel lines of the rame system,
or on parallel systems of different roads,
lke some big shuttle weaving the rich
cloth of commerce. Sometimes it leit the
cold North and roamed far into tke sunny
Scuth in seerch of oranges, watermelons,
and bananas. Then it would auddenly be

switched off North again, and by the time ,

it had fairly tad time to catch its breath,
back it came to the South again. Once or
twice it made its way far into Iowa, almott
to its own home, and yet back again to
the scaboard it was ecent, to wander up and
down the coast at the beck and call of many
men. It was transferred from one road to
aro her no fewer fhan filty-five timee, pass-
ing over the tracks of many of the impor-
tant Eastern. Southern, and Western
lines.

On March 11. 1895, over two years from
the time it left home, the Duluth, South
Shore captured the wanderer and ‘‘home
empty,” was the entry which was made on
the books of the car accountant when the
last mile of the long journey was completed.
In its 20,000 miles of wandering it had not
been so id!e and shriftless as you mght
think, for it had managed to earn over a
thousand dollars for its company. It had
spent about one-eighth of its life away
from bhome and was quite the worse for
wear. A freight car dies, as a rule, at the
age of fifteen years.

Our runaway car saw some of the most
interesting and picturesque scenery in
eastern Awerica, it carried safely many
thousands of dollars’ worth of merchandize ;
it escaped fire and wreck in all its jourrey-
ing. It was a successful instance of play-
ing hookey.—W. S. Harwcod.

KEFP THE KIDNEYS HEALTHY.
The Avenue Through Which Much of The
Disease of the Day Travels.

When the sanitary conditions of a town
are in first.class working order there is lit-
tle doubt but that such a community will
be a healthy one in which to live. The
kidneys constitute the sanitary machinery
of the system. Keep these clean, pure,
and in healthful working condition, and 90
per cent. of the serious diseases of the day
would be banished. In South American
Kidney Cure is found a remedy that re-
moves quickly and effectively the obstruc-
tions that constantly arise in the kidneys,
and that puts them in proper working shape
immediately. It relieves in six hours.

Good Value.

She (on the honeymoon)—I suppose,
George, it must of cost a lot of money to
build a railway like this?

He—Oh, yes. The tunnels alone cost a
million or so—but they’re worth every
penny of it.

Suddeniy Attacked.

Children are often attacked suddenly by
i and dangerous Colic, Cramps,
iarrt ey, Dysentery, Cholera Morbus,
Cholera Infantum, etc. Dr. Fowler's Ex-
tract of Wild Strawberry is a p{:npt and
sure cure which should always be kept in
the house.
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