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LABOR AND STEAMERS 
THERE 18 NO TROUBLE YET AND 

NONE 18 EXPECTED. 

The Sh'p Laborers Limit Their Membership 

and Siy That 500 Men Can do the Work — 

No Chance for Outsiders-—Mr, Burns is on 

Deck Again. 

The winter port business has begun and 

as yet thers has been no trouble among 

the sbip laborers. None isjexpected by 

the steamship people but it is doubtful if 

the winter goes by without afew bitches 

The laborers are not thoroughly sa‘isfi-d 

that the import labor by-law which the 

common council is shortly to dea! with, will 

not cause the steamboat manager tq break 

faith with ths union and they are tikng 

every means to prevent such a thing occur 

ring. 

Under the present arrangem°nt none 

but union men are to be cmployed on tbe 

steamers and they must receive union 

wages. If the new by-law comes ino oper- 

ation, by paying 87 50, a man can become 

a resident of the city and then it he were a 

member of the S. L. U. could go to work 

<aéh the membere of that body. 

I'be union had alreadv tsken the first 
step toward preventing anything of this 
kind happening by passing a resolution 

which provides that Bo more m:mbers will 

be taken in. The present embers claim 

that tuis has been done,as there will not be 
more than enough work for the 500 ship- 

uion laborers now in this city but it is 
really to prevent non-residents from flock: 

ing in and getting employment under the 

conditions of the new by law 
The idea is said to have originated in 

the mind of Secretary Killen, who 18 deter- 

mined if possible, to defeat the end of the 

Board of trade which first started the im- 
port labor reform. 

& Something has already occurred in con 

n:ction with the winter work which is not 
pleasing to the greater mejority of the 

union men and that is the action ot Donald- 

son Line Mansger Nairn in appointing 

Ex president Barns the line's steve- 
dore tor the winter. Burne was 

untea‘ed for favoring the proposed new 
by-law end it is telt thatin the event 

of any trouble he will try toget back at 'h 
union by recuring imported labor. If he 

does not d» this he will at l-ast bave the 

chanc: to eeleci what men he wants from 
the union to work on the Donaldson boat. 

and it 1s & certainty then that looly thos- 

who stood by him in the union will ger 

work 
When the import labor by-law comes up 

for discussion st a meeting which is to be 
held in the early part of vext week there 

will be more fun in the council chamber 

than his been seen for some time. Alder- 

man Joha M«Goldrick and a strong fol- 
lowinz will oppose the n2w bil, bur jas. 

now it looks as it they will be overpower- 

ed. It was to have been settlel at the 
meeting last week but was laid over so that 

Mayor Robertson and Aldermen Daniel 

and Coristie who were in Montreal could 

place themselves on recora in connection 
with it. 
Some members of the council bave al 

r2ady come out as opposed to imporied 

labor and there was quite a discussion on 

that question at a meeting which was held 
in the City Hall on Wednesday. The 

question arose at a session of the Harbor 

Improvements committee and was first 

brought up by Alderman Smith from 

the West side. He called the atten- 
tion of ihe commuttee to the fact that several 
m:n belonging ourside the city had been 
employed on the work at Sand Poiaor. 

Complaints bad been made to bim by cii- 
zens that these men were doing work while 

residents bad to walk the stree:s and he 
thought the council thould take some action 

a®hce. It was explained to him that be- 

fore hiring a man Director Smith always 

tried to ascertain his place of residence Ii 
he belonged outside the city he was not 
engaged, but of course the man did not al- 

ways tell tha tenth. A number of the m=m- 

bers ot the committee spoke’ azsiast | h- 
system of employing outside labor and to 
settle the question Director Smitn's staanch 

friend Ald Christie, who presided over the 
baeid ot works, promised to order him 
to dismiss at once all non-residents of 
work at Sind Point. As a result of this 
four conntrymen were given notice to quit 
on Thursday. There are several there 

yet but their names will doubtless be hand- 
ed to the director and they too will have 
to go. 

THEY WERE NOT RATE PAYERS. 

And as a Consequence They are Now Seek 

ing Employment Elsewhere, 

The members of the city ‘ouncil have 
" now a new matier to cope with and their 
attention bas withdrawn from the vexed 
questions of pile driving, crib wharves, 

bottom strata, dredging and other unin- 
terest ng but necessary topics and turned 

to matters they in all probability krow 

more about, This new topic has furmsh- 
ed every alderman something to thick a- 
bout. 
The most economic of the aldermen need 

not vow bewail the tact,tbat the city is ‘going 
it blind, and will surely strike trouvle,” for 

the trouble is bere in all its threatening en- 
tirety. A few days ago one of the aldermen 
who res’des at West end made the discovery 
that the city bad committed a heinous crime 

and that every alderman was an accomplice 
thereto, 

In their hurry and bastle to get the West 
End wharves done in time they had actu- 
ally hired four men who were not rate pay- 
ers. Three of these men came from West- 
field while tbe fourth claimed the primeval 
forests of the Ocomocto region as his birth 
place. 
The alderman who made this astounding 

ciscovery at once communicated the news 
to his colleagues at a meeting a few hours 
afterwards and to say they were surprised 
would be putting it mildly. 
Tha aldermen appeared before the 

mee'ing and in almost frerzied indignation 
said he wanted the first men dismissed. 
He beld that no one not a duly certified 
rate payer should b: employed on ay 
works This brought another civic further 
to Lis feet who said “‘I sent a man over to 
Sand Point a few days ago to get a job and 
be must'nt be removed.” Some one asked 
if he was a rate payer whereupon that un 
fortunate person was glawered at by all 
present, Ope of the aldermen from West 
end was on bis feet in a mute and was 
loud in bis denuncations of the 
idea that any one not a ratepayer should 
hope to get ajob on civic works. Moe 
discus sion followed but before the meeting 
ended the dreaded fit had gone forth. 
Figuratively speaking High Constable 
Stocktord was instructed to sharpen up the 
axe, that he uees just after civic elections 

and cut the official heads off th: unlucky 

off:nders. Whether the axe was called 

into play or not is not known but at any 
rate, the Wesifielders and the man from 
Oromocto are now walking the sirests 
looking for work. - 

HOW HE EVADED "HE CONSTABLE. 

He was Wanted for D bt but Mavaged to 

Escape From Justice, 

Ar amusing scene was witnessed at the 

Union station a few days ago, just beatore 

the departure ot the C P. R. A F.ench 
Canadian pedcler with his wite and child 
w re passing through the city en rou‘e to 
Bathurst via Mon:ton. They had form:rly 
lived in this city but for the last few months 

had been residing in Boston and it was 

trom the latter place they were coming 
when the incident occurred, While the 
pair lived in thi. city they had con- 
r cted several large bills and as is usually 
‘he case th-y forgo to settle up when they 
departed. Ouse of the creditors was a city 

grocer who k-pt a sharp lookout on the 

couple while they were in Boston and had 
learned of theirintended return to Bathurst. 
Consequently he hid a constable at the de- 
pot when the train ¢.me in and that worthy 
was armed with the necessary papers, ready 

to seize his prey. The peddler, bowever. 

suspected trouble so he lett the train be- 

fore it slowed up inside the depot, and 

walked around the outside of the station 
bouse until he reached the baggage room 
when he entered the car shed. He 
remained in the background ot 
the crowd that usually assembles 
in the station boure , until just 

as the train was about to move out. Then 
he edged his way slowly towards his car. 
Just as he was mouiting the steps the con- 
stable saw him and exclaiming ‘‘Hi there, 
[ want you!” rushed for the car. The ped- 
dler was on the steps by this time however 
and did not purpose to be taken without 
making some resistance. When the con- 
stable caugh’ him and tried to pull him off 
he clutched the rail all the harder and man- 
~ged to retain his grip. All this time the 
train was moving out of the station at a 
slow rate of speed and ths constable hold- 
ing his man by the coat tails was gradually 
moving wi‘h it. He was forced to let go 

however and the peddler got away, but not 
sefore the bystanders in the station bad a 
good laugh over the funny situation. 

WHO IS THE THIEF. 

A Hotel Where Guests Sheuld bs Careful 

Where They pat Their Money. 

Havrax, Dec. 3 —The loss of Boyd's 
money from the safe ot one of the hotels in 
this city a few days ago was an unpleasant 
aff sir for tbe management but particularly 
so for the man whose ducats are gone. 
He bad come n from his howe in Cannes, 

Cape Breton with $1,000 to pay bills and 
buy new stock. Tue money be banded into 
the hotel to be deposited in the sste. When 
he called for his first installment of it the 
cash was all right, but a few days later 

Boyd was ready to settle up with business 

men of whom he bad purchased,and he ask- 
ed tor his $800 Toe shock he sustained 
can be imagined when the hotel manage- 
ment informed bim that the sate had been 
opened and the money taken. The police 
were put on the case and did their best, 
no clue was forthcoming. How the money 
was removed or who worked the combina- 
tion of ths safe vo one has yet found out. 
Boyd bad to leave for home a sadder, 
poorer and in one sense a no wiser man 
tuan when he came to the city.’ 
A couple of months ago $200 disap- 

peared trom the ssme sate under similar 
circumstances. 

IN DANGER OFiCOLLAPSE. 
HALIFAX CHARITIES THAT ARE IN 

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES, 

The S)amen’s Home 18 Deeply in Debt and 

Has no Prospect of Regajolog its Former 

Standing—the W. C. T, U, bas Also Fallen 

Upon Troubled Times, 

Havrirax, Dee. 3.—The Sailors’ home 

and the W. C. TU of this city are both 
most commendanle charities. Sad to say 

both are in aire financial straits. The 
Sailors’ home his issued an appeal setting 
forth that unl:es they receive help, very 
material help, they will have to close their 
doors. Why is it, that with all the good the 
Sailors’ hom» has done in Halifax, that it 
should be so lackirg in friends who will 
pat up money for it? Or why is it 
that an institution such as it is 
in a great seaport like Halifax should not 
be self-supporting. Oae answer is that 
the steamers, that now, do the ocean carry- 

ing of the wor'd, do not stay in port for 
lengthened periods as the crews of the 
sailing vessels did in o!d time and that the 
revenue from seamen bas accordingly been 
so reduced that the usefulness of the house 
is gone. But th re must be some other 
reason, which it seems bard to find, why 
ths sailors hove should be so hard up 
financially. There appears to be nothing 
wrong with the man:g-ment, except that 
it cannot make both ends meet, for now 
the deficit has run far up into the thous- 
ands. There is some unpopularity some- 
where. Possibly neighboring merchants, 

who want to do all the supplying they can 
to seamen are jealous when they see the 

home do any business of that kind. This 
by no means forms a suffi i:nt reason for 
this inscrutable shortage. A meeting is 
to be held this (Thursday) eveniag when a 
final effort will be made to raise th2 am unt 

of the indebtedness. It it fails the mor'gage 
will be foreclosed and the Sailors’ home be- 
come ex'in:t, and many tradesmen will go 
with unpaid bills. Halitax will have one 
less charity. Even if the money is raised 
the home will be continued on a diff-rent 
basis and on a much smaller, different and 
more appropriate scale, 

Ths W. C T. U. is another insti ution 

which has done a work which should war- 
rant a warm support in certain quarters. 

But thst support appears to be lack- 
ing. Th: union is in a poor line of 

business now, runninz a res’aurant. Th: 

hungry can get a meal just as,good 
and as cheap anywhere else. Toe 

biycle and the tram bhava rendered 
people independent ot the lunch room in a 
way they were not at one time. ‘I'he 
un‘on should come completely out ot 
the comm rcial fizld and out of the politico: 
temperance fisld and such lines of effort 
and keep to more iadividual work 
among th: poor and the ignorant. These 
things the union is not altogether neglect- 
ing, nor are they forgetful either to feed 
the hungry, but possibly, if they would 
quite abandon the theoretical and betake 
themselves exclusively to the practical, they 
would find themselves better off in heart 
and in pocket at the end of the year. 

THEIR PROFITABLE OCOUPATLON. 

St, John Shopliftiers and How They Ply 

Their Dangerous Work. 

Captain Jenkins of ths police force 
made an arrest a few days ago that brought 
one of a peculiar c'ass of criminals into 
the police court The arrest in question 
was that of Mrs. Hannah O Brien ot Ger- 
main street who was arrested on a charge 
of shoplifting preferred by F. A. Dykeman 

& Co , Mrs. O'Brien when arrested plead 
ed entire innocence of the charge but after 
a sharp cross questioning she admitted that 
she bad some things, but they were giv- 
en to her by a lady clerkin Mr. Dykeman’s 
employ. When contronted with the clerk 
however sh: denied this story, a'so, and 

said that the lady was not in the least con- 
cerned in the matter. She was sent to 
jail for a day or two but the charge was 
finally dropped as Mr. Dykeman did not 
wish to prosecute. 

Mrs O'B.ien was however only ons of 
the many shop litters opera ing in the city 
Merchants say there has been a great in- 
crease in crime of this kind during 
the past year. They can assign 
no reason for this but say it is true 
nevertheless. 
The manner in which the O'Brien woman 

and others operated was des nbed by a 
King street dry goods merchant who on 
one occasion recently, caught a woman in 
the act of stealing from his shop. -Shop 
lifters usually work in pairs; one engiges 
the attention of a clerk while the other 
wanders about the store in an apparently 
aimless manner. There is however ‘“'a 
method in her madness.” If arked by any 
of the clerks if she is being waited upon 
she always replys that she is waiting for 
Mrs. Blaok,” indicating her companion. 

Meanwhile she is industriously pocketing 
everything within reach and often man- 
ages to make off with a good many dollars 
worth. 
A few months ago a woman was caughi 

in Waterbury and Rising’s stealing a pair 

of boots. When ths case came up in court 
the police officers found geeat quantities of 
goods ranging from ostrich feathers and 
small orraments, to large pieces of dress- 
goods and valuable silks, aggregating in 
value well into the hundreds of dollars. 
The arrest of Mrs. O'Brien acts as a re- 

minder to the merchants generally and this 
with the approach of the busy Christmas 
season will probably make them use greater 
vigilance than ever with an idea of stamp- 
ing out the business. 

THREE CENTS OO~7 TEN DOLLARS. 

A Postage Stamp that Took a Second Jour. 

ney and Was Worth Ten Dollars, 

A good many people will appreciate the 
position Mr, J. R. Vanwart found himself 
in this week all on account ot a postage 
stamp. This particular stamp was not 
fresh from the press but bad seen service 
and yet borne up so well und rite first 
experimental journey through her Majesty 
mails that when it came to the attention ot 
Mr. Vanwart be was unable to see ihat it 
hid been disfizured in the slightest degree. 
Th: only drawback to this image 
of Victoria doing service a second 
time was the lack of an adhesive 
back. The front of the image was pre- 
sentable but the back needed such an 
application of mucilage tbat when attached 
again to a letter the sticky substance oczed 
out all around the sides and caught the eye 
of one of those curious mail clerks who 
have at least as much time as salary on 
their hands. Now this particular mail 
clerk not taking into account the approach 

of the forgiving s:ason diverted the course 
of this postige stamp and instead of 
sending it to its destination, there perhaps 
to be stored away and ia the misty future 

to come forth as one of a stamp collectors 
assortment, be took pity upon the army 
of unemployed in the dead letter office at 
Ottawa and sent it th-re for their close in- 
sp:ction and kind attention. Th re all 

possible respect was paid to this poor 
postage stamp and by the aid of a micro 
scopic eye a portion ot a cancellation 

stamp was discovered upon it. Then it 
was worth many stamps, if not to the 
government, at least to that depart- 

ment of jislice where the cul- 

prit resided who had dared to save 
three cents at the expense of the dom- 
inion government. Then with the label of 
trouble upon 1t tbe stamp was returned to 

Inspector King ot the post office depart- 
ment in New Brunswick and poarchance it 
also accounted for the wide spread despatcn 
sent out from Ottawa that sn ffi ial was 
coming from the capital to inspect the 
accounts of the New Brunswick head 
ofize If that was so ths inspector 
got ahead of the fellow who was following 
the stamp for he laid an information 
agamnst the man who wrote the letter, 
Mr. J. R. Vanwart, and nearly scared 

the wits out of that thrifty groceryman. 
Mr. Vanwart lost no time in seeing In. 
spector King and the result was that that 
obliging official made the journey to the 
police effice and introduced h'm to Judge 
Ritchie. He was invited to plead guilty 

but hesitated. It was quite true that the 
government had lost three cents and that 
hs had saved it but why should he plead 
guilty to that fact? So the first interview 
was of no moment aad Mr. Vanwart went 
away again. He came back however 
and when invited again by the P. 
M. to plead guilty he thought it 
would be better to do so than face a crowd 
in a court and run the chance ot being 
found guilty. So hesiid he was guilty 
and was fined ten. He paid it and 
calculated as he leit how long he would be 
dead before the interest ot the three cents 
be saved would amount to ten dollars. 
Then when be found that even the news- 
papers interested themselves in the journey 
of that postage stamp he remembered that 
he had not been imprisoned, that he was 
not a common culprit but had *‘owned up” 
and paid up too and that in consider- 
ation of these facts it was inconsiderate of 
the magistrate and the P. O. inspector to 
civulge the tacts. Poor Mr. Vanwart ! And 
then to remind the public of what he hid 
done acd that he had ill used that postage 
s'amp he put a letter in all the newspapers 
to the effect that *‘he did net mean to.” 

Great Reduction in Books. 

A visit to the store of D. McArthur 

Bookseller, 90 King street, will convince 

"he most skeptical that from 25 to 50 P.r 
cent., can be saved on books, fancy goods, 
dolls, moachanical toys, games, albums, 

bibles and miscellaneous books of all kinds 

Mr. McArthur has purchas:d large quan- 
tities of all of the above lines at lowest cash 

prices, and is offering great values on all 

lines of nsw goods. All of last year's stock 
carried over will be sold at about hilt the 

regular price. Padded leather poets 09 :ts 
each, cloth bound books from 15¢ each to 

$3 00, dolls, $1 50 to $2 00 each. There 

is also alarge lin of silver novelties, neck- 
tie cases, dressing cases, work boxes, writ- 

ing desks, Japaocese novelties, glove and 
bandkerchiet boxes, as well as vases and 
other goods too numerous to mention. Show 
room up stairs. 

AN HOUR WITH ALBANL 
THE FAMOUS SINGER TALKS ABOUT 

MANY THINGS OF INTEREST. 2) 

She Sho ws Her ““Treactures” to “Progress’ 

Among Them Portraits of Her Mas jasiy’ 

and Emperor Willlam—~The Portrait of 

the hry who Loves “Mamma's Si ging.* 

“Madame Albani is very busy but she’ 
will see you for a few moments,” was the 

message brought to a member of ProGress 
staff whose card bad been sent to the 
apartments of th: Canadian ‘‘Queen of 

Song” last Saturday afternoon; and a 

moment later the visitor was being 
gracious'y welcomed by Albani herself, in 
spite of the fact that very many ladies and 
geaotlemen had already called on her be 
fore during the day. 

On the stage Albani gives no hint of her 
nationality, but the fact is gnite patent 
when Madame grows enthusiastic as she did 
once or twice over some subject under dis- 

cussion. The expressive I'rench gesture, 
and the charming French accent are then 
brought strongly into play; and watching 

and listening to her it is quite easy to 
understand the fascination she exercises 
over all who are brought into contact witL 
her. 
When the visitor expressed regret that 

the prima donna should have encountered 
disagreeable weather during her visit to St. 
John, and ventured to hope that it would 
not give her an untavorable impression ot 

the city, Madame raid that she bad ‘ hoped 
to see something of St. John,” and not 

knowing, of course, that she was treading 
upon delicate ground incidentally remarked 

‘upon both my visits to Halifax, I have tor 
tunately had the most del'ghtiully bright 
weither—not a sign of toglanywhere,”and— 

“Ah, but Madawe” laughingly expost- 
ulated PROGRESS **you must not hint any- 
thing of that sort in St. Jobn. Here we 
has an especial brand of weather that is cor- 
sidered quite superior to anything in that 
line ¢n the market.” 

**Oh, I assu:e you I meant nothing by 
that rem: rk” was the prima donua’s r ply. 
“and indeed I like the tog; having espen, 
so much o' my life in London I feel quite 

at home in a mist. It never effects my 
voice or spirits in the least.” 

“You were present at the concert ?”' ques 
tioned Mdme. Albani when some passir g 

reference bad keen made to th: great 

event of th: week; *Do you not think the 

house looked exceedingly bright and 
pretty 

Upon being assured that the audi-nce 
had paid ber a compliment in the way o 
elaborate dressing Madame continued, “I 

thought the house looked very charming; 
but of course it was impossible f.r me to 
know wh-ther the pretty gosns were in 
my konor or not. Oh yes, the scene from 

the stage was very bright bat are St 
John audiences always so reserved ?” 

When it was explained to her that the 
average St. John audience rarely uanbends 
from its dignity long enough to indulge in 
applause, even wh:re applause is due, 
m+dame was distinctly relieved. 

During the call the great cantatrice re- 
lated many incidents in har eventful carea! 
and graphically described a scene in a St. 
Pe‘ersburg theatre when she had been re- 
called twenty four times. Albani grows very 
enthusiastic when she refers to the deep 
interest which the Queen has ever taken in 

ber and among what the famous singer calls 

her ‘‘most precious treasures” are several 
autograph photos of Her Majesty. 
“Ts picture” said Madame pissing to 

her ciller a cabinet photo in a massive 
silver trame, ‘‘is the one I like best. It 
is the Queen and the the Princess Margaret 
of Conaaught, I always carry it with me 
aad it is among the first of my possessions 
unpacked,” and as she replaced the picture, 
upon the table Albani murmured as it 
to herself ‘‘Yes she is a very dear 
friend ” Then selecting a folding frame 
containing two photographs, from among 
a number of o'hers on the table, and with 
a new light shining in her sympathetic eyes. 
held it out to her interested guest for in- 
spection. This tims it was not tke famous 
singer exhibiting a memento of royal or 
queenly favor, but simply a mother with a 
world of moth:r love and maternal pride in 
every teature, showing the portrait of her 
only child—a bright noble looking lad ot 
sixteen years, with his mother's face; and 
of this perfect resemblance Albaniis very 
proud. *‘isn’t he a darling” she pathetically 
remarked. **He is in Germany. now, study- 
inz for the foreign cffi :e and ic three years 
more he will have his examinations. I grow 
very homesick sometim=s for a sigh: of his 
tace, but I have to content myselt by send- 
ing oft a cable just to ask how he is getting 
along. Musical ? Ohno, not at all, bur he 
bas always loved ‘mamma’ssirgng.’ The 

picture on the other side 1s of my brother, a 
priest in Qu« bee.” This portrait too broug t 
out so many interesting reminisen es 
that the best part of an hour had fl-d ere the 
visitor remembering, with an uneasy con- 
scienc: the ‘few moments” stipulated rose 

to si.y good bye. 
* Bat you must not go yet,” said the kind- 

ly enteriainsr ‘I have not shown you halt 
my souvenirs. Do stay a little longer. 
Youdid not notice any particular one of my 

bracelets last night I presume and I want 
to show you tris one given me by the em- 
peror William. It has his miniature set in 

diamonds and sappbirzs ; and his remark as 

be presented it to me was ‘Madame, a 
photograph might fade but this, never.’ 
A pretty thought wasn't ;*.” 

The songstress was evidently in a re- 
miniscent mood and every photograph or 
souvenir,whether of the tiniest English roy- 

alty, or the Czar of all the Russias, recall- 

ed rome interesting anecdote, told in Ma- 
dame’s own fascinating way. 

Ot her social lite Albani remarked ‘‘1 have 
very little time for social gaieties for my 
life is an essentially busy one. In Halifax 
we wers feted, but at th: last I was obliged 

to decline many iavitations. [ presume 

the pub'ic have an idea that the life ofa 
public singer is one long round of suoshine 
and triumphs, but indeed we all have our 
troubles and our dark days; people asa 
rule are not interested in our private lite; 

they only see us inthe dazz'ing glare of the 

fortlights ; and, after all it is the artist they 
care for not the woman.” 

As the visitor finally rose to leave Albsni 
in her gracious way selected one, of what is 

considered her best photographs and re- 
marked ‘you will let me give you this as a 
memento of a very pleasant hour—perhaps 
you will appreciate 1t more if I sign it” and 
a8 the visitor looked down at the still damp 
signature ‘*E Albani-Gye" the only words 
which would come in reply were the ones 
Albani bad uttered a moment before ‘‘Ma- 
dame, a photograph my fade—but the 
memory of this interview, never.” 

HELD AGAINST ALL COMERS, 

The Police Magistrate and HIs Seats at the 
Albani Concert, 

A curious example of the helplessness 
of the law against the law hascome to 

ProGress' attention this week end ot all 
places to occur in—the opera house on the 
evening of the Albani Concert. Every- 
body knows the seats were all taken and 
in tome way, th? idea having got abroad 
that the upper gallery was unreserved and 

that there it was a case of first come first 

served, a number of people less 
proud than their fellow men, or more 

easily satisfied, did not bother their 

heads about seats but took their chances 
in the gallery. Among them was the police 
magistrate and a friend and as they went 
early they secured seats that were perfectly 

satisfactory to them. Perbaps they did not 
notice the little tickets on the back that in- 
dicated something and certsinly it did not 
enter their heads that they had chosen seats 
reserved and sold to two other people. In 
common with many people they thought no 

doubt that the gallery was unreserved. 

But it was not, and a dollar only gave 
ove the privilege of rubbing his nice new 
coat against the airty wall of the opera 
bouse. Still wh:n the owners of th: two 
seats in question arrived at a somewhat 
tardy hour they found them occupied and 
impossib'e to persuade the occupants that 
they had not a perfect right to them. Per- 
haps it was too much to exp:ect the judge 
ot the city court to face an audience and 

retire from hi« post upon such an occasion. 

At any rate Manager Harriss, when ap- 
pealed to referred the owners of the seats 
to Constable Beckett, who in a bran new 
suit and an impressive smile was doing 
duty upon the occasion. Scenting some- 
thing to bis liking in the air Corstable 
Beckett accompanied tbe plaintiff, working 
his muscles up on the route. Where was 
the culprit who dared violate the sanctity 
of another's s:at? And when he was 
pointed out and tne constable saw 
betore him the chief of his court of justice, 
he buttoned up his coat, cast a glance of 
mute helplessness at the plaintiff and beg- 
ged to be excused. So the magistrate held 
the fort—or rather tte sea's—and the 
former owners of them were conducted to 
seats near the stage where they were nearer 
at least to the pertormers. 

THE ORUVUOK GO¢ FIVE DOLLARS. 

A Clear Case Where 1t Did Not Pay to be 

Obliging to a C.ller, 

The ladies in charge of a certain church 
entertainment which was held this week 

and which has proved very successful are 
telling very hurt over the way they were 
victimized by a member of the shady set, 

commonly called a crook. While the en- 
tertaioment was in progress a man put in 
an appearance at the door and asked the 
young ladies who were selling tickets if 
they could change $5. Anxious io be 
courteous to all visitors and not knowing 
who their questioner was they at 
once replied in the affi-mative. A 
ragged $5 bill was produced and 
paid over and the man got his chinge. 
Que cf the ladies objected to taking tte 
vill in its mutilated condition so the fakir 
sad, ‘Well give it back to me, I see Mr.— 

over there and I'll get him to give me an 
other one for it, if he cannot give me the 
small chinge.” He took bis £5 vill back 
and with the money he tad received as 
change in his pocket he walked out betore 
the ladies could step bim or raise any 
alarm. They ran to the cbur*h door but 
he was not to be seem and though 
some of the gentlemen in conne:- 
tion with the church made a lengthy 
search, their efforts were truiless as he 
bad made good his escape. Toe courch 
people are ou tue $5 change how: ver and 
the young ladies woo presided at tbe door 
have made a solemn vow not to trust 
strangers in luture. 
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