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MAN THE EXTERMINATOR

ANIMALS THAT ARE EXTINCOT OR
ARE BECOMING SO.

The Birds and Beasts Slaughtered for
Fashion’s Sake—kflect of Man's Presence
Upon Some species—Causes of The Exier.
mination of Some of Them,

Prof. Frederic A. Lucas, the assistant
curator of the D.partment of Comparative
Anatomy ot the Umted States National
Museum, has made a very interesting study
of the animals of America and other coun-
tries which have become ext nct within the
last ten or twenty years, as well as those
threatened with extinction in the near
future.

“Ig is vot perhaps generally realized”,
said Prof. Lucas, ‘“how extensive and how
rapid are the cbanges that are taking place
in almost the enture tauna of the world
through the agency of man. Ot course,
changes bave perpetually taken place in
the past through the operation of nataral
causes, and race after race of animals has
disappeared trom the globe, but there is
this wide difference_between the methods of
nature and man: that the extermination of
a species by nature is ordinarily slow and
the place ot one is taken by anoth r, while
the destruction wrought by man 1s rapid
and the gaps he creates remain u.filled.”

The cause ot man’s slaughter of ani-
mals is in general the desire tor their var-
ious products, but there are other simple
and destractive forces at work. For ic-
stance, the erection of telegraph wires,
especially in sparsely wooded regions, bas
proved very destructive to birds, and a
deadly, though restricted, source o! danger
is found in elevated electric lights against
which birds dash themselves during their
nocturnal migrations. The extinction of
the sea cow and great auk, the almost
complete extinction of the buffalo, and
the seal, and the greatly reduced numbers
of the walrus are attrioutable to the hand
of man. Those species usea for decora-
tion, or having an economic value, suffer
the most. The iashion in wearing ap-
parel effects some and others are neces-
sarily destroyed for the protection of man.
Year by year halibut is grewing scaicer
and scarcer, the lobster canneries
find difficulty in cb:aining necessary sup-
phes, and there is already a dearth of
oysters in the once seemingly inexbaus-
tible waters of Chesapeake Bay. The

Fish Commission is doing a good work in
keeping alive some of the species. The

Atlantic salmon have been greatly reduced
in numbers, and the same is true of shad
in many localities. The shad and the cod
are receiving the attention of the Fish Com-
mission, and they will be kept in existence
by artificial culture.

One reason for the growing scarcity of
some species 18 found in the belief beld by
the great mass of people that because some
species of animals exist in Jarge numbers
the supply is unlimited, and those most
directly interested in the preservation of
game are usually the most bitter opponents
of any measures for their own protection.

The lobster catchers and dealsrs object
to laws probibiting the capture and sale of
lobsters under a certain size. The Poto-
mac fishermen complain because they are
not allowed to prevent sbad and herring
from ascending to the spawning ground.
Nevertheless wherever laws have been put
into force, the result has b:en within a
comparatively short time so to increase
the species that 1t has been of the greatest
benefit pecuniarily and otherwise to those
who protested in the first instance.

The dictates of fashion are the cause of
the destruction of fur-bearing mammals for
clothing and of birds for millinery purposes.
In 1885 peccaries were so abundant in
certain parts of Texas that their well-worn
trails were to be seen everywhere. About
this time hogskin goods being in favor, a
price of 50 cents each was offered for
peccary hides, with a result that five years
afterward peccaries bad become practi-
cally extermnated. This shows bow
short a time is required to cause the prac-
tical extermination of a species in a com-
munity. A yearly record of the sales ot
some London firms would indicats clearly
the whims of fashion. Some of the present
tendencies are shown by the fict that
30,000 monkey skins and 250,000 Auatra
lian opossums were disposed of at a single
sale. Among the items at onc sale of birds
were 6,000 birds of paradise, 5 000 Impe-
yan pheasants, 360,000 «kins from India,
and 400,000 humming birds. The number
of birds disposed of on this one occasion
exceeded that contained in all the collec-
tions, public and private, of the United
States. The fashionable sealskin cloaks
demand a yearly slaughter of abou* 185,-
000 fur seals. To supply the world with
ivory for a year necessitates the death of
100,000 elephants. It these were placed
in single file they would make a procession
over 180 miles long. Henry M. Stanley
makes a still more extraordinary state-
ment. He said that the death of an elepk-
ant was but a portion of the price paid for
ivory, every pouad of which had cost the
life of a man, woman, or child, while every
twenty tusks had been obtained at the
price of the destruction of a district, with
all its people, villages, and plantations.

The extermination of the buffalo over
large areas of country was in the begin-
ning partly a matter of necessity in order
that the land might be rendered available
or stock raising. The wolf and coyate

were poisoned for the preservation of
sheep. Following this necessary destruc-
tion there comes the unnecessary but un-
avoidable loss caused by the domestic
animals which are brought by the new-
comers, such as the more of less complete
expiration in certain parts of the country
of rattlesnakes thst followed the introduct-
tion of hogs. While the extermination of
rattlesnakes is a consummation greatly to
be desired, it 18 none the lessa case in
point. Among some of the larger game
whose extinction is threatened by the rifle
of the sportsman is the true zebra, now
confined to a small area in South Africa.
The giraffe is rapidly disappearing from
the same cause. The same may be said of
almost every variety of the l.rge game of
North America. The only parrot of the
United States, the Carolina paroquet, will
probably be extirpated in Florida, and the
Eastern pennated grouse is restricted to
the island of Nantucket, although long ago
laws were framed for the protection of the
*‘Heathen,” as the compositor caused the
bill to read.

In Western Kansas jack rabbits are on
the increase, owing to the fact that the
bountyon coyotes is $2, while the price
of a rabbit scalp is only 5 cents, a differ-
ence that has resulted in the rapid decrease
ot the rabbit's natural enemy, the coyote.
Western Kansas, too, affords another ex-
cellent illustration of the direct influence of
population upon the increase or decrease of
the larger animals. Up to 1884 t*atregion
was very sparsely settled. Antelope were
comparatively abundant and mule deer
were frequently seen. During 1885 and
1886, under the impression that western
Kaneas was suitable for farming purposes,
there came a tide of immigration from the
East, and before the wave of increasing
population the mule deer disappeared en-
tirely and the antelope became extremely
rare. The country, so far as farming was
concerned, having been tried and found
wanting, an ebb tide of immigration took
place, and as the farms were abandoned
by man their former occupants again took
possession, and by 1888 and I890 antelopes
became not uucommon, while the mule
deer appeared in localities where none had
been seen for years.

Here is a list compiled by Prof. Lucas
of some of the animals which have recently

scems imminent, with descriptions of them
and the mode of their extinction, based on
papers and specimens among the collection
of the National Museum.

The West Indian seal, the range of
which was from the Bahamas to the Gul
of Campeache, is supposed to be very near
extinction. This seal was discovered in
August, 1494, when the flotilla of Columbus
was cruising among the West India 1slands.
The sailors then called them sea wolves.
Few of these animals have recently been
seen by naturaliste, and it is difficult to tell
just how few there are left. Whether if
has been doomed to destruc ion or not is a
little uncertain, but no specimens have re-
cently been seen. As far as food, climate,
and suitable breeding piaces are concern-
ed, everytbiog is favorable to its existence,
and it may 1u time fill up its now decim-
ated ranks. The Professor says however
that, on the other hand, when a species
has been reduced below a certain point it
seems, lihea stone rolling down hill, to
pursue its dowdward course with continu-
ally accelerated speed until the bottom is
reached ani the species exisis no more.

The California sea elephants, the largest
of the seals, hiving a length of from
twenty to twenty-two feet, are now very
scarce, considering the former abundance
of these animals on the Calitornian coa-t,
and trom the fact that very little is ever
seen of them it is considered by naturalists
that they are in a fair way to extermina-
tion. By 1860 sea elephanis had become
so scarce that their pursuit was no longer
profi able, and from that time up to 1880
so tew stragglers were seen about the
sou‘hern coast of California that the
animal_was current'y regarded as extinct.
In 1884 a scooner visited the southern
coast of California in the interests of the
United States National Museum and found
none. It is sherefore quite possible that
the end of the California sea elephant has
come. It is much to be deplored that these
animals should have been exterminated,
wh:n they could so easily have been pre-
served by sparing eich year the young and
a tew adults.

The walrus is well known,but the walrus
of the Atlantic and Pacific differ in many
respecte. As the whale decreased in num-
bers the whaling men directed their atten-
tion more +nd more to the walrus, and be-
tween 1870 and 1880 there were brought
to the market nearly 2,000,000 gallons ot
oil and nearly 400 pounds ot walrus ivory.
These amounts represent the destruction of
about 190,000 animals. Although it 1s far
inferior to elephant ivory, the demand for
walrus tusks is nevertheless great; and
while the price by the pound was in 1879
only 40 or 45 cents, 1t was in 1880 trom $1
to $1.25, and in 1883 from $£4 to $4,50.
The walrus being a stupid animal under
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become extinct or the extirpation of which |

favorable, conditions it is slaughtered in
much the same manner as the baffalo was
killed by the skin hunters.  The Pacific
walrus is a greater danger of extinction
than the Atlantic walras, owing to the fact
that the range of the species is restricted,
while 1ts haunts are regularly restorted to
by the North Pacific whaling fleet.

The Arctic sea cow, orrytina, is exlinct.
This animal was nearly related to the exist-
ing mana‘ee and dugong. Dr. Stejneger
bas succeeded in mounting a skeleton of
the sea cow in the National Museum.

The Californid vulture disputes with the
condor the claim of being the largest of

he New World vultures, tor, while the

condor is more strongly built, the Calitor-
nia vulture bas a greater spread of wing,
large specimens having a wing spread of
ten feet. Four ot these birds hbave been
known to drag the carcass of a young bear,
weighing 100 pounds, for a distance of 200
yards. Its threatened ex'ermination is
due indirectly to the agency ot man, for
its suspicious nature has always rendered
it difficult to capture and the breeding
places are in out ot the way and often in-
acessible localities. Al hough the Mexican
miners of Lower Calitornia are said to kill
the bird that they may use the quills as
receptacles for gold dust, this is not the
man cause of their reduction in numbers.
Tbe use of strychnine in ridding the cattle
ranches of wolves and coyotes has, more
than anything else, caused the disappear-
ance ot this bird, which has been poisoned
by feeding on the carcasses prepared for
the four-tooted scavengers.

The Librador duck is one of the many
sea ducks which during their southern
migrations furnish consigerable sport to
gunners along the coasts. These ducks
range southward in win'er to the coasts ot
New Jersey and Chesapeake Bay. The
Labrador duck szems never to have been
very common, and many of them died dur-
ing the winter ot 1876 and 1877, and al-
though their numbers bave since increased
they bave never attained their former
abundarce.

The great auk, the largest member of
the auk family, distinguished not only by
its size, but also by being the only bird in
the northern hemisphere incapable of
flying, was confined to the North Atlantic,
ranging from Greenland to Virginia. It
has been completely exterminateu, and its
more rap.d extinction seems to have been
due to the fact that it was very gregarious
in its habits and bad only a tew large
broeding places. Had the bird breed in
small colomes at localities scat.ered along
its territory, the tcientists think that it

would have beer in existence today. Just
when the great auk ceased to exist
mm Americs is unknown, for there

were few naturalists on this side the water
when it was being done to death. Few
birds bave received more attention than
has the great auk since it became extinct,
and it has been the subject of many papers,
bo'h popular aud scientific, while it remains
bring « xtravagant prices whenever chance

brings them into the market. The last
skeleton brought $600, the last skin $650,
and an egg brought $1,250 and was then
reso d for £1,500.

Every one knows of the frightfully rapid
extinction of tte American bison or buffalo
in this country. This, according to Ameri-
can scientists, is the saddest of all cases of
the extinction of specins. The wild buffalo
is practically gone forever, and in a tew
more years, as Prof. Hornaday, the super-
intendent of the National Zoologicsl Park,
has faid, ‘‘when the whitened bones of the
last bleaching skeleton sball have been
picked up and shipped east for commercial
uses, nothing will remain of bim save his
old well-worn trails along the water courses
? few museum specimens, and reget for his
ate.

The area once inhabited by the American
bison extended almost from the Atlantic to
the Pacific coast. Tte animals were grad-
ually shot off in the eastern and middle
zections of ths Umted States, Canada and
Mexico, and in 1870 they were divided in
two berds, whieh range through parts of
Kansas. Colorado, Texas, and New Mex-
ico, Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and
the north of th: Domimnion. In 1880 the
berds were still further diminished ; they
occupied only parts ot Wyoming, Montana
Dakota, end Colorado, together with a
small breeding ground to the north in Can-
ada. The greatest slaughters were in
1870 and I873, and from 1880 to 1883, at
which time the herd was reduced to a
small number in the Yellowstone Park, a-
nother small herd iu Montana, and a third
small herd to the north in the Dominion of
Canada.—N. Y. Sun.

Uses for D ad Show Beasts,

Wken an animal dies in a menagerie it
is not likely to be a total loss. The skin is
usually of some value, and in the case of
some animals as, for instance, the lion or
the tiger, it may be of considerabie value.
The value ot any skin depends largely upon
its condition, and 1ts condition may deter-
mine whether the skin should be wmounted
as a rug or as a showpiece. The manner
of mounting a skin might also be influenced
in some measure by the state of the market
at the moment. There might be a greater

demand for rugs of the skin of some animals,
or a greater demand tor such animals
mounted as showpieces. The menagerie
owner sends the skin to the taxidermist and
bas it mounted, perhapsas a rug for
his own use, or as an an:mal to be added to
the men agerie museum, or to be sold as a
rug or as a furrier’s showpiece. In any
event when an animal dies there is likely
to be more or less salvage.

1saac Piman’s Shorthand,
and the Course of Business Training

which has qualified our students for
the leading positions in almost every
business bouse in St. John, not te
mention those who have won success
abroad, are the means by which we
assure the success of our students.
Catalogue and

Shorthand Circu- £

lars free. o 2007
Studentscan G @
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THE KIDNEYS AND LIVER.

THEIR DERANGEMENT THE SOURCE
OF MUCH SUFFERING,

A Great Suftever for Thirty Years Tells
How He OUbtalned a Cure—His Advice
should be Fotlowed by Others Simllarly
Afflicted.

From the Caledonia N. 8., Gold Hunter.

Mr. George Ublman, a well known
farmer living near New Elm, is loud in
his praise ot the benefits he received
from the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.
Recently while visiting his daughter in
Hemford, he was interviewed by a re-
porter and to the scribe’s salutation,
“Well, Mr. Ublman, you are looking
ten years younger than you did two years
ago,” be promptly replied, ‘'yes, and I
am feeling that many years younger. I
am now 1In my sixty-tourth year and am
feelng better than I did when I was
thirty-four. It is fre(ty generally known
hereabouts that 1 suffered intensely for
upward of thirty years from kidney and
liver trouble, during which time I wa, treat-
ed by different doctors. and 1 can bardly
tell now many different kinds of ?anent
medicines I used, but can say ‘heaps’ of it,
but I got very little relief irom them.
Evn'ually I began to think my case incur-
able Bat I bave found a cure and one
which I believe is permanent, and if you
are interested I am willing to tell what it
has done tor me. Whnl:inving a very bad
spell and suffering intensely trom the effects
of liver and kidney troubles, I noticed an
advertisement of Dr Williams’ Pink Pills and
thought I would try them. After beginning
their use [ found a gcradual improvement,
and having suffered as long and as severely
as I did, you may be sure that I determin-
ed to continue the treatment. Very stead-
ily the tmprovement went on, and alter a
tew months treatment with the Pink Pills I
felt that the last vestige of my trouble had
disappeared. New blood se¢med to course
through my veins, and the organs whicn for
80 many years imperfectly performed their
fanctions now work like a charm and give
me not the slightest trouble. In additition
to this my weight has materially increased,
and [ can stand a dayis work on my farm
better than I have been able to do in years
betore. Ot course this may sound en-
thuiaetic, but I know what Pink Pills have
done for me and I naturally feel gratefnl,
and I never lose an opportuniiy to say a
good word for this grand medicine.”

The secret of health, strength and
activity is pure blood, and sound nerves.
Dr. Wilhams’ Pink Pills make pure,
rich, red blood and strengthen the nerves,
and this is the secret of the marvellous
success with which this medicine has
met - the reason why it cures when other
medicines fail.

The list of diseases having their origin
in impure or watery blood, or a shattered
condition of the nerves is a long one, but
in every c.se Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills will
restore health and strength if givena fair
trial. The genuine Pink Pills are sold only
in boxes, bearing the full trade mark,
**Dr. Williams® Pink pills for Pale People.”
Protect yourself from imposition by retus-
ing any pill that does not bear the regis-
tered trade mark around the box.

YOUR PROSPECTS

For success are better
have bec.. trained in “ real business.”
That's the kind of training you get
in my school. A complete and thor-
ough course in three months. Em-
ployment for all competent students.
If you are interested in your own
success write me, 4
S. G. SNELL, Truro, N.S.

when you

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

Announcements under this heading not exceeding
five lines (about 35 words) cost 25 cents each
;psemon. 4 ive cents extra for every additional
ine.

(Nethertmood res

A HOME SCHOOL FOR GIRLS on Church of
England lines. Feor calendar, etc., apply to MRs.
J. SIMEON ARMSTRONG, Principal.

Several first class clerks to attend to

quEn our busivess in this and adjoining

counties. Apply with references. THE BRADLEY-
GARRETSON (0., LTD., 49 Richmond St. West, Tor-
onio, Ont.

WANTED

have Bicycles all the better.

TISER,”” Brantford, Ontario.
Old established wholesale House

WA"TE wants one or two honest and in.

dustrious representatives for this section. Can pay
a hostler about $12 00 & week to start with. DRAWER

29, Brantford, Ont.
8100 pald for single extra rare speci

Beveral bright young men to do
work for us in this vicinity. Ifthey
Address "ADVER-

R N R S S~ .

T MP We pay highest }mceu for olu rostage

: A > coipt of Btampe A B, HapSients
eip amps. A. F. N

ime.'l‘mom.» Canada R——

Stamps used before 1870. From §1 to
& CO., 19 Leader

+ ters make elezant signs

for office and store windowsj; for

beauty and durability they are un-

surpassed. We are sole importers

and agents of the original Letter

since 1881. ROBERTSON STAMP AND
LETTER WORKS, St. John, N. B.

WANTED

IG.S' Our White Enamel Let

Young men and women to help in
the Armenian cause. Good

Lite,” free, to any who w.ite. Rev. T. 8. Linscott,
Brantford, Ont.

Outfits and materials,

“oTo Kodaks and Cameras

trom $5t . $100. Practical iofor-
mation ensuring success,

Save time and money by consuit
RoEERTSON PH TO SUuPrLY Co.,

free
us
a8-

onic Building, St. John, N. B
w "TE MEN everywhere to paint signs

P with our patterns, No experience
required. Thirty dollars weekly. Send stamp for
patterns aud particulars. BARNARD Bros. Tor-

- onto, Ont.

RELIABLE MERCHANTS in
each town to handle our Water-

WANTE

d Water Paint. Five million pounds sold
United States last year. VICTOR KOFOD,
49 Francis Xavier, Montreal.

Es' Elc ;t lgthsouy for nle‘::wm
RESIDENCE o i Sumer monets. i
Rothesay Sta

erty about one and a half miles from
tion and within two nhumwd:oo(thhndn

casis Rent reasonable. A H.6.F
muhw.mnm.. u-?-?.’

ay.
ill send copy of my little book, **Your Placg {n ;

We Make a Specialty of Lanterns.
WE HAVE 26 DIFFERENT STYLES.

LANTERNS

For Steamboats, Vestels, Barns, Railroads,
Express Wagons, Farmers, Streets Car-
riages, Mills, Fishermen, Conduc-
tors, Firemen, etc,

W. H. THORNE & CO., Limited,
MARKET SQUARE, ST. JOHN, N. B.

Goods.

Single and Double-barre}
Breech-loading and

Muzzle-loading Guns.

Rifles, Revolvers, Cartridges, Shells, Powder
Shot, Wads, and everything in the Sporting line.

T. McAVITY & SONS, . St.John, N.-B

When You Consider........

Durability,
Comfort,

S0 aud Price,

.The ROYAL ART

Stands at the head of the list. This is the only Range
with an Oven Thermometer, Graduate Check, and
Dock Ash Grate.

e H
E MERSON & FISHER.
P. S.—We are now fitting up FURNACES and HALL STOVES,
and can at'end to all orders in this line.
P S S S e g >
X
J DO YOU WANT

i A Second-Hand Bicycle?

We have them in good running order,
and of almost all makes, from . . .

Q
¢
: - $38T to $6S.
0

LOOK AT THE LIST.

Singers, Raleighs, Betlsize,
Quadrants, Hartfords, Crescents.

ALL IN THOROUGH ORDER.

QUICK REPAIR SHOP

THERE WILL BE NO DELAY, for we realize
how much a rider dislikes to part with his wheel,
even for a day. We hope to make friends by

being prompt.

MARCH BROS,,

SINGER RINK.

)¢ BICYCLE ACADEMY, - - -

X
X
U e}

Sound and
Refreshing

visits the nursing
mother and her
child f she takes




