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WOMAN and

HER WORK.

I suppose a world in which no one ever
made excuses, or ever winted to make
them, would be as wildly impoesible as an
opium eater's dream, an impracticable
utopia in which existerce would be so un-
ccmfortable that the inhebitants would
spend their days in vamn longings for the
gocd old times when everybody told white
lies to his heart's content,utterly regardlees
of the trifling fact tbat no ore believed
them ; and everybedy fancied he was hood-
winking his neighbor, while he bugged him-
self with satistaction over the thought thet
his reighbor could never succeed in hood-
winking him.

Iam afraid a ccrtain amount of polite
fiction is absolutely necessary in this world
of ours in order to make the wheels move
smoothly and a plausible excuse is very
much like the cushioned tire which m:kes
the modern bicyele run so easily—there 15

nothing in it we koow of except air, but oh /

how it does ease the jolts and soiten the
contact with hard facte, and rough rcads!

We tegin to learn the value of judiciously
used excus’s when we are very small child-
ren going to school, and the written excuse
begged from our parents or guardians eaves
us from open disgrace when we do not
know our lessons ; and as we grow older
we grow to depend more and more upon
what comes at last to be merely a conven-
ient subterfuge to the probability of which
we give just cnough thought to make it
sound pleu:ible and no more, caring very
little whether we are believed or not; and
as the excuse is 80 often false it very seldom
is believed. Corvientionality makes it
pass for the face value, but it is a sort of
carrency that has no other value whatever.

The worst effect of tte false excuse is
the bad irfluence it bas had upon society
at large ; it may sonnd like rather a sweep-
ing assertion to make, but it is an actual
fact that any excuse howevcr genuine bas
come to be looked upon as merely a to-
ciety lie, and no attention whatever is paid
toit. A previous engagement should be
th> best of excuses when one is obliged to
decline an invita'ion, but how often the
most honest and straight forward assertion
that one 1s previously ergiged is met with
a look of suppressed, but perfectly unmis-
takeable incredulity, while the mere men-
tion of a headache ss & reaton for break-
ing sn engagement or decl'ning aa invita-
tion is enough to call up an undisguised
smile on the f.ce of the person to whom it
is offered.

Now terrible headaches have been &n in-
heritance in our family for three genmera-
tions, and they have fallen to my lot ina
sort of composite form, that is to say I bave
every variety that my forebears suffered
from with a few modern improvements of
my own gratted on the o1 iginal steck. My
grand/ather’s special form of the diseace
was liable to attack him at any moment,
and last any length of time from balf an
hour, to a fortnight; my father's headache
usually rages for a day and a night, but
places its ou'side limit at three days, while
my own usually takes three days to exhaust
itselt, and frequently relaxes its grasp
for a day, only to clasp me more firmly
in its embrace for  another three
days bout. I really think everyone
who knows me, knows about those head-
aches, and that no present is ever more ac-
ceptable to me thana box of headache
capsules, or a sample of some new dis-
covery in the shape of inetant headache
cure. But in spite of that I have seen a
pitying smile at my lack of résource in us-
ing so time worn an ex:use, pass over the
face of some friend, with whom I was try-
ing to make my peace for failing to keep
an engagement. ‘A headache!” she seem-
ed to say, ‘‘why could you not think of
something better, and more probable?”
Only those who suffer from this form of
torture themselves can sympathize with
other sufferers, and understand how un-
answergble an excuse a genuice headache
is.

In Unexpected visitors, is anotber pertectly
solid, but seldom accepted excuse, and
why 1t should be doubted is something I
never could understand. Which of usis
there who would bave tte nerve to send
away a group of friends who had accepted
a perfectly sincere general invitation to
‘drive in any day and spend the afternoon
and evening’ on the shallow plea, which
they would scarcely belicve, that we had
made a previous engsgement for that even-

. ing? How much easier and more covrteous

" it is to send a basty note excusing our-
selves and simply stating that visitors had
arrived unexpectedly !

I am afraid truth is sometimes ata dis-
count becauss people have been deceived
so often by false excuses, and then found
the presaricators out afterwards, that they
have lost their faith in humin nature.
It is hard on society in general,
both the excused and the unwilling
excuzer, because the one would like to bc-
lieve but cannot, and the other naturally
wishes to be believed if she is telling the
truth, bnt she is to thoroughly aware that
her tale is listened to incredulously that the
knowledge confuses her, and stamps an ex-
pression of guilt on her face, which does
her a cruel injustlce.

I have no remedy to suggest, for the evi

is too wide spread for one person to grapple
with, but 1t does seem rather a disgrace to
our boas'ed civilization that untruth ehould
be so common in the best scciety, as to
mike even the most honest and sincere
people, dread the ordeal of offering a per-
fectly truthfnl excute, to any of their
friends.

I often wonder why fashion writers de-
vote so little attention to wet weather cos-
tumes. One would really think, when
reading the average fashion journal week
atter wedk, that there were no tuch things
as wet weather or muddy streets, but that
the skies in the world of fashion were sl-
ways smiling and the streets like a par-
quette floor. We have golf «ostumes,
cycling costumes, skating costumes, moar-
tain climbing costumes; in tact suitable
apparel for every known condition of lile
except for the wet and cold weather which
surely comes with the autumn months.

Ot course we have the time honored
gossamer for summer wear, and the cum-
bersome cloth u'ster which so many of us
think the only proper garment to wear in
an autum rain, and for a generation women
have been content to staggar about in wet
weather wearing a rain garment which ex-
tended to the hem of cur dresses, flapped
against them and dripped muddy water
over them ruining tkem quite as effectually
as the worst shower of rain could do  We
have drsgged ourselves about in a heavy
cloth ulster which absorbed every drop of
rain and soon got so heavy that it was
nearly as cumbrous as a suit of mail, &nd
we have made no complaint, because there
did not seem to be any usein doing so as
tashion had nothing better to offer us, but I
fancy the faskion writers must be growing
more sensible, for I chanced upon a very
attractive description of a rain costume,
the other day. It was suitable for cold
weather also, and would be a pertect blese-
ing to anyone who was obligcd to go out
in all weatlers.

The foundation of the costume consist-
ed ofa pair ot stout woolen koicker-
bockers, and a wondeiful pair of boots the
like of which I have never seen, but which
I daresay cou!d be easily made to order.
They reach nearly to the knee, and are
soled and vamped with rubber, but the
uppers are of black mackiantosh cloth.

| They are mace to pull on likethe ordinary

rubber boot, but are provided with the
tongue, and two r.ws of eyelet holes up
the front, that a Jaced skating boot has,
so that tkey can be liccd into thape
around the ankles, after they are on, thus
doing away with all the clumsiness and
heaviness that have always peen the draw-
backs of rubber boots and yet keeping the
ankles and legs perfectly dry.

Tne next, and only o her garment for
the lower part of the body, is a skirt of
black mackintosh clotb, opening on the
hips like a bicycle skirt and looking exact-
ly like an ordinary skirt of handsome black
serge. The bottom is finished with a deep
hem. A black bicycle sweater, or some
plain black wool bodice, is usually worn
with this skirt, and for the outer garment
there is a cape of the mackintosh cloth ex-
tending down to the hips, It is buttoned
closely up to the chin, has slits covered
with flaps for the hands to pass through,
cross belts both at back and front to pre-
vent the wind from blowing it up, & bigh
collar, end a number of comfortable sized
inside pockets.

It a cape is considered inconvenient,
there are box coits of the mackintosh cloth
which cin be purchased to go wi'h the
skirt. They bave roomy sleeyes and are
loose both in back and front, with inside
pockets and two smart outside ones with
flaps buttoning over them. An Alpine hat
ot the waterproof cloth, completes the
costume. The beauty of such a suit as this
is, that it is absolutely free from all sug-
gestion of clumsinees or of weather either,
as it is a perfectly correct walking costume
the skirt scarcelv an inch shorter than the
fashionable walking skirt of the day. Should
the weather clear unexpectedly or thould
the wearer be one of the great army of
bustiness women who goes to th2 office in
the morning returning at night and the
snowy, raining morning give place to a fine
atternoon, ske will still be suitably dressed
for the walk home.

The collar band of the newest dres scem
to be almost the chief feature of the bodice,
and a frill of some rort set on the upper
edge is the first neceseity. It begins just a
little distance from the centre of the Iront
and is made of knife-plaited chiffon, ribbon
or lace, and a very effective trimming is of
lace in Vandyke points outlined with a
tiny ruche of colored ribbon and then
gathered into the neck. ASTRA.

It is always fachionable to have nice white
teeth and sweet breath. The use morning
and evening, of “Odoroma,” the perfect
tooth powder, assures th's, and leaves the
wmouth in a delightful state of freshness.
««Odoroma,” is used by refined people
everywhere. Druggists—25 cents.

A Swedein Stockholm has invented a
machine by which butter can be made in
one minute. It is modeled on a plan
strictly diamectrical to the old-fashioned

churn, with a darher.

JAPANESE TIRED OF LIFE.

Harikarl nol ro Popular as Haoglog or
Drownlng Among Sulcides,

Mr. Kure Bunso, a Japanese statistician
in & recent article contributed to tke Far
Eist, presents some remarkable figures on

suicide in Japan, together with interesting

comments on the causes. ‘In Japen,’ he
says, ‘suicide is not considered & sin even
from a religious point of view. The chief
point in the secching of Buddhism is futare
salvation, so that some ignorant men and
women wisapprebending the teaching, try
to escape from this world as soon as pos-
sible by selt-murder in order to sccure
future happiness and peace. This mis-
taken idea, together with the icfluence of
religion and the dauntless character of cur
people, tends to increase the number of
suicides. Moreover, there are noted mien
who lave dome good deeds who bave
died in this manner ; bence people naturally
come to thirk of sucide as a manly
way of dying, rather than asan act of
cowardice and shame.’ It appears from
the tables that during the five years, 1890-
4 inclusive, the average number of suicidcs
among male Japaness was 4,606 "per an-
num, and among the women 2,822.4, tle
combined ra‘io being 181 per million. In
Germany and France 25 per]cant ,of the
suicides are women, but in Jipan the per-
centage is 38, and Mr. Buanso quaintly ex-
plains this as ‘owing to the eituation in
which our wemen are placed, and also to
their intellectual ability.” In the years
under revicw 14,799 men and 6,185 women
hanged themselves, 5,269 men and 6,825
women drowned thems:lves; 1,24 men
and 597 women pertormed ‘the happy de-
spatch’ with knives or swords; 390 men and
32 women shot thomselves; 266 men and
151 women took poison, and 1,072 men
349 women killed themselves in miscellan-
eous fashion. Julyin particular,] and the
summar menths in general, are preferred —
as in Europe—by Japanese suicides.

Most curious, kowever, are the causes
of suicide. These are exhaustively classifi-
ed, and a careful analysis shows that 10,-
049 of the men and 6 732'of the women
committed suicide through ‘madness or ab-
erration of miad;’ 5,338 men and 1,986
womsn through ‘distress or grief regarding
mean of living, or some mistortune ;’ 2,610
men and 1.674 women throvgh *bodily sut-
fering (sickness);’ 781 men and 1,107
women through ‘love and affection;’ 1,036
men and 563 women through ‘remorse and
shame ;' 411 men and 668 women through
‘disagreement with family anxiety for the
future ;* 221 men and 181 women through
‘weak-mindedness ;' 261 men and 74 women
through ‘loss of fortuns or debt;’ 287 men
and 60 women through ‘fear of the disco-
very of crime and punishment ;'120 men and
95 women through ‘melancholy;” 53 men
and 36 women through ‘distress for miscon-
duct of busbind or son;’ 20 men and 28
women through ‘grief for desth of parent or
husband or wife ;" &c. 3 men and 350 women
through ‘censure of parents or employers ;’
7 men and 38 women ‘on account of
divorce;’ 2 men and 76 women through
‘seduction ;' 15 men and 2I females ‘on ac-
count of physical defects;’ 2 men and 48
women through ‘dislike of marriage;’ 327
men and 237 women through ‘other causes,’
and 1,467 men and 586 women for ‘un-
known reasons.’

The ages of these suicides is thus record-
ed: Under sixteen years 474 males, 480
females; 14-20 years, 1,007 males, 1859
females; 20-30 years, 4,721 males, 3 396
females; 30-40 years, 3 961 males, 2 004
females ; 40 50 years, 4,145 males, 1,767
females ; over 50 years, 8,652 males, 4 592
females ; of uncertain age, 67 males, 19
females.

These figures give food for reflection.
Shakespeare’s dictum that none have ever
died of love certainly does not apply to
Japan. It would seem that the Japanese
women bear bodily suffering better than
me¢n, that they are more aff:ctionate, they
do not feel remorse and shame so keen-
ly as men, that they are less criminal
or, possibly, less fearful of the con-
sequences, that they are less weak-
minded, that disagreement with their fami-
lies ¢ffect them more deeply, that debts
and loss of fortune sit more lightly on
them, that they are less melancholy, ex-
cept when the misconduct of their bus-
bands and sons is concerned; that they
sorrow more for the dear dead, that they
feel censure more strongly ; that the woes
of marriage de jure and de facto, and the
dread possibilities of marriage come home
to them with deadlier effect, that they are
vainer or more sensitive than men, and
that they are not so well able to keep sec-
ret their motives for suicide. It is curious
to find no fewer than 166 men over 50
years of age kiling themselves on account
of family squabbles. Generally speaking,
female suicides are more frequsat in youth
and male suicides in mature age.

“(Odoroma,” is used by refined people
everywhere, yet its price, 25 cents biiogs
it within reach of all.
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Everything in its Season—=

ERSHOES'!

Like good custodians of

..And this is the season for

-

your health, we have

everytting in the way of Overshoes to KEEP
YOUR FEET WARM AND DRY.

WATERBURY

61 King Street,

& RISINGC,

212 Union Street.

OPALS BENOME LUCKY.

Muast be the Case When Lovely American
Wsmen Take fo Them,

Vanity is stronger than superstition.
That has been proved by the fact that{wc-
men wear opals, notwithstanding] propt-
ecies of the terrible fate that is likely to be-
fall the woman who carried the gems about
with her. Opals are supposed to bring
loss of money, of thealth, of friends, of
sweethearts and even of life itself.

The opal pots2sses the evil eye, aud
thare is a vindictive glint in it that is per-
fectly plain to those who have given any
attention to the ways of opals. On the
other hard, they are beautiful stones in
themselves. They set off the beauty ofa
woman as perhaps no other gem will.
Hence women are wearing them, and laugh-
ing to scorn the superstition concerning
them.

Jewelers say that the demand [for optls
is greater now than it has been for mary
years. They are in earrings, ribbon’pins,
finger rings, beit buckles, brooches and
even bracelets and girters. Operalglasees
are studded with the stones, and lorgnett-
es, with the long handles, are set off (with
them.

Diamonds and opals are an exceeding”
ly rich and showy [combination. The old-
fashioned scts of jewelery, such as were
commcn before it jbecame the tashion to
discard earrings, a'¢ in again. Esr-rings
ara of the long drop sbape, dangling from
lobe ot the ear and flashing with each
movement of the wearer. When they ere

of diamonds and opals combined the effect
is dszzling. Wkho cares for fate wken
such brilliancy is po:sible by setting it at
defiance ?

The absolutely newest thing in earrings
is the large rings that are usually wora by
Gigsy fortune tellers. They are eet with
diamor.ds and opals, however, which is not
a custom of the fortune tellers. Some of
the new brooctes are cciled snakes, sect
with the same j:we's. Others are horrible
looking bugs, carryiog largeopals on their
backs.

Not only is tke opal a favorite stone now.
but even imitations have come into the mar-
ket. ‘The opalis a somewhat expensive
stone—more so now than it was a few years
ago, on account cf the growing demand for
it. There are womea who cannct afford
the real stone, but who like it, ceverthe-
less. For such women thereis a remark-
ably good imitation in the stores. It will
be worn a great de:] this autumn as an or-
nament for hats and bonce's.

AN INSURANCE MAN'S STORY

J. J. Hanratty, Inspector For the Standard
Life Assurance Co. at Peterborough,
Cured of Mugcular Rheumatism by the
Great South American Rheumatic Cure
—It Turns the Midnight of Suffering
Into Midday Brightness of Good Health
—These Are dis Words,

I wasa great sufferer from muscular
rheumatism in my arm; so much so that
for days at a time I could not sleep. I
walked the floor in pain the greater part
of the night. I procured a bottle of South
American Rheumatic Cure and found great
reliet after a few doses. It's a sure cure,
and I heartily recommend it.

'HIGHEST GRADE.

THE QUESTION

‘WILL IT WEAR!

NEED NEVERBE ASKED

-~ IBAT, < \ar®

4'SSTampep o VERY AF
THESE GOODS HAVE

ST00D THE TEST
FOR HALFACENTURY.

NEARLY
SOLD BY FIRST CLASS DEALERS.

— e ——————————————— m——

THE JOHNSTON FLUID

1 Tray, 1 Spirit Lamp, 2 Cups, 2 Spoons.

1 Water Boiler, 2 Sait and Pepper Casters,

1 Bottle Methylated Spirits,

1 16 oz. Bottle JOHNSTON'S FLUID BEEF

The whole neatly cased for $3.50.

A~ Remit by Express or Post Office Order, payable to

U T T T T T TR UL LU

llllllllllllllllllllIIllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllmllllllllllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll”_"

FLUID BEEF

(Made of Pure Aluminum).

A Handsome and Convenient Outfit for Room or Office.

SET.

OUR SPECIAL OFFER.

(Brand Staminal).

Expressed prepaid on receipt of price.

BEEF CO., MONTREAL
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Hot Air'Furnaces
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If your focal dealer cannot supply, write our nearest house.
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With Hot Water
Gombination if desired,

Q..o

Famous Florida
For Coal.

with steel dome, low steel
radiator and three steelflues,
is constructed on the principle
of a baseburner stove and is
as easily regulated as one.

'I’ distance the heat

travel I eis 1ts ut

heating power with economy in

fuel

WE HOLD HIGHEST TESTI-
MONIALS FROM USERS

THE McCLARY MFe.
. Co,

Loxbox, MONTRRAL,

ToroxnToO, WINNIPEG,

V ANCOUVER

0000000009000 00004 00000000000 000000000080000 %000

Granby

Rudbbers are always ¢ up-to-date.’
They are honestly made of pure
rubber, thin, light, elastic, durable,
extra thick at ball and heel.

Rubbers

new patterns are added, to fit all the latest shoe-shapes, and Granby

It is no wonder that rub-
bers, which are not the same
shape as the boot, should be
uncomfortable. It costs mo-
ney to employ skilled pattern
makers but the result is a
Salishctury fit, Each year

Don’t Draw the Feet
They Fit the Boot -

A GLIMPSE OF CREATION.

Mhat is the Ssnsatiea Felt Durirg un!
Eclipse of the San.

The first contact could not be accurately |
observed, but shortly atter the clouds be- |
came very thin, and with smoked glass the |
sun showed its bitten side distinctly, but
ill-defined through cloud. The sea grew
leaden in color, the sky desolately somber.
The crows f retended indifference, but soon
succumbed and flaw cff to the thick pine
forests on the mountain sides with heavy |
haste. Th2 Alger grew dimmer and gray- ’
er, the sampans end jinks became almost
ore mass of equal colorlessness, and the.I
grass and verdure suddenly grew strangely |
vividly yellow grecn. It was a moment of '
appalling suspens?; something was being i
waited for—the air was porteatous. Then,
with a leap, as it seemed, deep darkness
came over the world, and with an indescribe=
able ou'flishing at th2 sam> second tte
corona burst forth in a havenly radiance.
But dimly se2n through thinjcloud, it was
pevertheless beau‘iful beyond description,
a celestial flime from an unimaginable hea-
ven. Simualtanzously the whole northwes-
tern sky far up toward th? z2nith was
instantly flooled with a lurid and startlingly
brilliant orange, the clouis drifting' across
it slightly darker in shade, while the west
and southwest gleamed in shiningz lemon

yellow.
too somber, too terrible.
dark, the horizon indistinguishable.

One human being seemed so small, so
helpless, so slight a part of all the mystery
and weirdness ! It was as if the hand of

Diety were visibly laid upon space and
worlds, and had allowed a momentary
glimpse into the awfulness of creation. It

might bave been hours—time seemed an- |

nibilated—and yet when the tiniest pos-
sible glotule of sunlight, like a drop or a
pinhole, appeared, that fair corona and all
the color in sky and cloud withdrew, the
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i Tooth Talk, ..
t L«t's talk of teeth. Your teeth—you
want them perfeetly clean and white,
1 free from tartar and discoloration — Use
Odoroma., You want tuem preserved,
€ and any tendency to decay checked—Use
Odoroma. You want ycur breath frag
rant and your gums a healthy red—Use
Odoroma.

'Tis the Perfect Tooth Powder.

Expert chemical analysis siys so. Your

own experience will teach you so.
Price 25c. All Druggists, or
THE AROMA CHEMICAL CO.,
Toronto, Ont.
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It was not like a sunset; it was |
The sea wes |

stormy twilight aspect ot entire naturalness

returned, and then the two minutes and a
half in memory eeemed but a few se-
conds — Miss Mabel Loowis Todlia the
New York Evening Post!

C
ITCHING PILES, ECZEMA,

SALT RHEUM

H. J. Lisle, representing Ganong Bros., St. Ste

hen, N.B., qsays: * Chase’s Ointment cured me o
a very stubborn case of Itching Eeczema. Trieé
sverything advertised, several physicians preserip
ions without permanent relief. I alzo know of sew
sral cases of Itching Piles it has absolutely cured.”

BRADFORD, JULY 4, 1804.—T consider Dr, Chase’s

Dintment a God-send to anyone suffering from
piles, itching serotum or any itching skin disease,
its soothing effects are felt from the firstapplication.
—~J NO. KEGGAN,

y-_DISHES

CAN BE PREPARED WITH

Benson’s
CANADA

Prepared Corn.

F 4
0™
s

- MANUFACTURED FROM
/> CHOICE SELECTED PURE CORN.
NO ADULTERATION

THE BEST FOR CHILDREN.

RECIPE for Infants’ Food.

To one desertspoonful of Benson's
Canada Prepared Corn, mixed with half
. a cup of cold water, add hall a vint of
R 7 () boiling water ; stir over the fire for
% five minutes; sweeten slightly ; for older
babies mix with milk instead of water,
SEE OTHER RECIPES ON PACKAGE.

THE EDWARDSBURG STARCH CO.
Works: Cardinal, Ont.
Offices: Montreal, P.Q.
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