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How Samples are Tested by
 the Gaugers— 

What Becomes of all the Stuff Sent In— 

An Embarassing Situation for Officials — 

Col. Domville’s Services Neede
d, 

Will the provircial liquor law interfere 

with the sale of liquor at the Customs 

houss, is a question tbat many are trving 

to solve. Has Inepector Jones’ jurisdiction 

in the case, or can the best of whiskey, 

brandy and other liquors be sold in the 

absve named institution jn defiance of the 

inepector and bis provincial authority ? 

This is a question that is being a<ked by 

everybody jus{ now. 

A few daz} ago a druggist purchased a 

gallon and a balf jag of liquor. The pur- 

chase was made in the gavger's room at the 

Custom House and the liquor was a 

«gample” that bed been taken by the 

gaugers from tre different casks that they 

were called upon to test. 

The story gees that certain importers of 

liquor who under the law, wre oblized to 

have these liquors submitted to government 

test, sent samples of their goods for in¢p2c- 

tion, it | ev gz understood that theee samples 

after the removal of the quartity necessary 

for the test shall be returned to the impcrt- 

er. Asa matter of fect, so goes the story, 

these samples in a'l cases, have not been 

raturaed. 

Perhaps had the goods not been put up 

in cases the importers would bave found no 

fault. Indeed, when a quantity from a cask 

is forwarded to the guager’s department for 

test, no portion of it is expected to be re- 

turned. It appears that obligation of return 

is only expected in respect to case 

goods. The accumulation of iquors it will 

be seen, would be large in a very short 

time, and the stock would soon become a 

matter of importance. Such appears to be the 

opinion held by the officials concerned, as 

they get the credit of disposing of the stock 

thus acquired to a large liquor dealer who 

had no samples among the lot or the drug- 

gist mentioned above. What action will 

be taken by the authorities remairs to be 

seen, but a desire for truth impels the 

remark, that there is nothing new in this— 

it only bappens that the circumstances have 

now become public property fcr the first 

time. It has been esserted in some quarters 

that a number of y :ars since a certain liquor 

dealer was set up in business, with a eupply 

ot goods procured though this same customs 

depar!ment, but whether as a gift or asa 

subject of saleis only known to tke parties 

directly concerned. That was ceveral 

years ago but there are many alive today 

to whom the recent ‘discovery’ presents ro 

new features. Th: time sppears oppor- 

tune for a thorough investigation although 

it is probable the preponderance of evi- 

dence would thow that in respect to some 

importers at 12ast, the greater part of their 

sample bottles are restored to their posses- 

sion. 
Enquiry at Collector Ruel’s office elicit- 

ed th2 facts that the guagers room is under 

the control of head guager Robertson and 

two assistants, Messrs McCart and Con- 

nors. It was also learned that liquor had 
been sold from the samples for years and 
the sale was being continued despite the 

commands of the collector. 
The guagers do not dery that the liquor 

was sold but they claim it his been the 
practice for years to sell it. The method 

of testing liquor is an in'eresiing one. 

Every cask or barrel of the ardent that 

comes into the customs house is tested, 

samples being taken from each cask. When 

the samples have served their purpose 
and have been tested, what is left is 

poured into a large jug and this concoction 

“of mixed drinks is looked on as common 

‘property. Flour, molasses, oil and other 

commodities are it is said tes‘ed in the same 
manner and in every case the guagers 

"appropriate the samples for their own 
use. Propably the men did nothing 
wrong in selling tke liquor from an cflicial 
point of, view, but Inspector Jones 

may consider that they had no right to 

violate the law by selling intoxicating 
liquors without a license. The in- 
spector is in a peculiar position 
is¢ his office demands that if 
{"_ + customs house is {urned into a 
mere tavern he will exact a license fee and 
will demand that they procure a license, 

that they close at the legal hours and that 
they specify whether a retail or wholesale 
business is to be conducted. [oe 
He will also doubtless insist that the re- 

gulation light be placed over the big front 
door. This might be extremely humiliating 
to the officers of the Customs service,but it 
would only be just to the public and the 
trade generally. 7° 9 ye | &. 
RB If the business 1s allowed to continue 
and is pronounced legal it will be a ques- 
tion whether the other saloons in the same 
ward will allow this competitor to continue 
business in the haphazard way it is now 
being conducted. 

|B They will probably demand that if (the 
government, either of its own free will [or 
by the act of some of its employees, is 

going to *‘rush the growler” in this way it 
must come out and sell according to the 

strict letter of the law. 

It would seem that a little of the energy 

displayed by Col. Domville in having the 

House ot Commons bar cloted might have 

been exercised a little nearir Lome; per- 
baps the glory would not bave been to 
great but the work was just as necessary 

and now the gallant colonel and Lis friends 

must bear the stigma of neglecting a duty 
near at hand for the performance of one 

that could only sflect us indirectly. 

As far as known there does not exist 
any rule of bye law which provides for the 
disposal of the liquer used as simples in 
any manner but one would think the proper 

course would be to return itto the im- 

porters in proportion to their imports. By 

this means the difficulty would be over- 

come and further violations of the law pre- 

vented. 

Mr. Robertson or his assistants can not 

be held seriously in feult for this trans- 

action as they have only followed out the 
custom of other yecrs. In this instance 

however, the sale was more open and 80 
become public property. If 2s the gusg- 

ers claim the practice of selling 

sample liquor has been carried on for years 
then the government has been culpable as 
it thould not have allowed its employees to 

become liouor vendors. 
It is a notorious fact however that 

the government was neyer at any 

time as particular about the Customs 

department as could be desired. For 
instanca, it is just as wrong to allow a 

superannuated official not employed in the 

government to have a room in the 

building frea ot rent —an ‘office’ 

where he conducts a regular broker- 

age business, and tikes away work 
from legitimate bro¥ers who do not 
hspp n to hive a government pull. 

Perbaps mn this case, however, the action 
of the governmant was prompted by charity 
but it seems a trifls strained to bestow up- 
on a very well to do superannuated official 

a room which is heated and lighted fre of 
charge so that he myy add to his super- 

annuition allowance by negotiating 

bills of sale and similis affairs. 

That is precisely the use to which 

one of the rooms is now put. In the cours 

of time other bus'ness officzs will no doubt 

be opened up in the building though just 
at present the wholesale and retail bar is 

having everything its own way and samples 

still flow freely customwards. 

The case against John Sullivan, charged 
with the murder of the Datcher family, is 
still exciting the Moncton people, writes a 

correspendent. Sullivan in court is 

a fire looking young man who 

resembles romewhat a commercial traveller 

or business man, rather than a common 
day laborer, which he is. He sits close to 
Mr. Smith, his counsel, and occasionally 

leans over and whispers to his lawyer in a 

confidential manner. He seems to know that 

the entire population of the ‘Hub’ is agains: 

him, and does not notice the court loafers 

who boldly declare that ‘Sullivan ought to 

bs banged without a trial.” Daring the 

progress of the inquest Mr. Smith claimed 

the right to see his chent and talk with him 

but this was refused by coroner Wortman 

and a watch was placed over Sullivan as 
though he were a condemned man. 
Mr. Smith remarked at the time that he 

would see Sullivan in spite of the local 
authorities and to this end he laid the 
matter before the Hon. Attorney General, 

who at once ordered the coroner and City 

marshal to admit Mr. Smith to the cell of 

the prieoner and further to allow him to 
hold private conversations with the ac- 

cused man. That such a right would be 

refused even the vi'est criminal in the land, 
is an ever lasting disgrace to the parties 
who were connected with the matter. 
Buck was hanged by baving a special 

trial, and a prejudiced and one sided 

jury, and now the case of Sullivan is 

up, and if Jack Sullivan were to b, Yi 

today by twelve ‘picked up” Monctdniins, 
be would be sentenced to death in twenty 
minutes without evidence. Dr. Ross had 
a conversation with the writer-and he says 
that a chi'd’s skull is an easy thing to des- 

troy, and that isit dsiggpoesivle for Maggie 

Dutcher to have received her wound, while 
in the bands of her half stupid uacle. But 
suppose Sullivan a guilty man, is he not 
entitled to a fair trial? Surely hs is. He 
is a Canadian born citizen and under the 
Btitish law he is entitled to fair play, and 
Le is entitled to protection, while he may 
be a criminal. In Moncton the authorities 
seem to be satisfied if they get a man and 
all they w. nt for an excuse 1s for some 
person to act suspiciously ard they are 
after bim. Suilivan while drunk left his 
home, and for doing that the whole mac- 
hinery of the law has been set in motion 
against him. If be were rich he could get 
bail, or a constable would watch him at 
his home, but he is poor and he must take 
his medicine like a man. We hope that he 
will fair > Me play when the case opens at 

Go to Me irthur’s Book Store for Souvenir 

Ohi io. 

|HE DECLINED TO SPEAK. 
SULLIVAN ON ADVICE OF HIBS 

COUNSEL REMAINED SILENT. 

em — 

Verdict in the Moncton Murder Implicateg 

Sulllvan—Pr«judice Runs High in Monc- 

ton—Some Imporiant Evidence Given in 

the Dutcher Case. 

The coroners inquest into the cause of 
the Meadow Breok tragedy was brought to 

a close on Saturday afternoon, and the 

seven good men and true who comprised 

the jury have handed in their verdict which 

declares that in their opinion, Eliza Datcl- 

er, and Harris Dutcher of that place came 

to their death through foul means, and that 

the circumstances are tuch as to implicate 

John Sullivan. In accordance with tis 

finding, Sullivan will be brought up fer 

his preliminary examination before the 

stipendiary magistrate this morning, and 

be given an opporturity to testily in bis 

own behalf. Two or three times during the 

inquest he bas been offered this opportuni- 

ty but acting on the advice of Lis counsel 

be has presistently declined to say any- 

thing. 
The irquest has b en unusual both as 

regars the number of witnesscs examined, 

and ths length of time it occupied, being 

tlie longest ever held by Coroner Wortman. 

During the last week rothing of great im- 

portsnce was elicited untii the last day but 

once, when a man of the name of Moses 

Steeves testified to seemng Sullivan count- 

ing over a roll of notes containing some- 

thing like three hundred dollars, in the bar 

room of the Brurswick Ilotel. The notes 

were fives, tens, aud some twenty dollar 

notes, as far as the witne's could see. This 

is perhaps the most damaging evidence yet 

submitted, as the prisoner's lack of money 

bas been a decided point in his favor so far. 

It seems strange that of all the people who 

were with him during the two days of his 

stay in Moncton after the tragedy, this 

man to whom he was a stranger should be 

the only one to see him with more than a 

few dollars. 
At the time of his arrest Sullivan stated 

that he would have no difficulty in proving 

that he was sixty miles from the scene of 

the murder at the time it occured, but ths 

one witness C. Bruce McDougall, who 

gave direct testimony in his favor, as 

tending to establish an alibi seems to have 

made a mistake as to the night on which 

he says Sullivan was with him almost at 

the time the crime was commi ted, as the 

evidence of other witnesses would tend to 

prove that hs was a day out in b's ca'cu'a- 

tions, and at the time he belived himself 

to have been conversing with Sullivan 

on Thursday - night, he was in 

reality asleep in the house of a man 

named John Macdonald. Mr. McDougall 

honestly believed bimself to have been con- 

versing with Sullivan soms tims during 

Thursday night or in the early hours of 

Friday morning mn ths bar room of the 

American hotel, but the bar tender swears 

positively that the bar was locked between 

eleven and twelve o'clock on the night in 

question, and that he does net rem:mber 

seeing Mr. McDougall or any stranger in 

the bar during the evening, and there the 

matter rests for the present. 

Mesnwhile the prisoner is kept in close 

confinement and not allowed to have any 

communication with his friends, though he 

has managed to elude the vigilance of his 

guardians with great ingenuity, and suc- 

ceeded in sending messages to his family 

written on scraps of newspaper with his 

own blood. It is supposed that these mes- 

sages have been secreted in the baskets 

in which food has been carried to Sullivan, 

as one was picked up yesterday in a street 

car by one of the conductors, which had 

been dropped by the prisoner's father. 

The message read—* Send for John War- 

ren, I got money from bim [and George, 

on Sunday in St Jobn.” 

Up to yesterday even the prisoner's 

counsel Mr. R. B. Smith has not bzen per- 

mitted to see, or at least to speak to him, 

but yesterday, after much effort an order 

was obtained from the Attorney General 

authorizing Mr. Smith to hold any necessary 

communication with bis client. 

The charge on which Sullivan will be 

brought up is assau’t on Maggie Datcher, 

with intent to kill. A new and it maybe 

an important feature of the case, is the 

discovery of a car pin which was picked up 

amongst the ruins of the Dutcher house 

last week. The pin had evidently been 

through the fire, and as neither Mrs. Dut- 

cher’s sons nor any of th: Green family 

ever eaw it before, or knew of such a thing 

being in the house, there seems some 

ground for the supposition that it may have 

been the weapon used by the assassin in 

taking the lives of his victims. 

The condition of the little Dutcher girl 
whose testimony may prove so important to 

the crown is still far from being satistactory 
and though her medical attendant, Dr. 
Ross, is a maa of undoubted skill, there 
seems to be a growing feeling in the com- 
munity that no effort should be spared to 
save her life and reason, and that it would 
be better if a consultation ot several 
physicians could be held. There is little 

doubt that some portizn of the fracturcd 
skull must be resting in the brain, and 

keeping up a constent irritation which 
retards her recovery, but which could be 
removed by a comparatively simple 

operation. 
The child’s life is of such immeasureable 

value to the ends of justice that it seems 
almost criminal negligence to let shp aoy | 
chance however faint, of savimg it. The 
child's condition is reported as slightly im- 
proved tcday, but asit is now three weeks 
since Ler injury and she hes simply ffuct- 
uated between slightly better and a good 
deal worse, it would sem that some more 
active measures should be t:ken before tte, 

feeble lite which has flickered for so long 
go2s out finally. 

WHERE ARE THE FUNDS. 

A Question as to the Assets of the Unlon 

Evgme Company, 

Havurax, Sept. 30.—The Union Engine 

Compsny cf this city had been prominently | 
before the public for miny years and it had | 
an honorable career. A couple of years | 
ago it came in conflict with the City 
council. The result was that it was re- 
lieved of its duties asa fire protection 
cerps, and its members were relegated 

to private lite. The company determin- 

ed to keep up its existence despite 
the fact that they hid no public func 
tions to perform. One good reason for 

doing this was that there was a surg sum 
of from $800 to $1100 in the funds. This 
money. the faction in tke company which 
sided into tke city, claimed should not re- 
main with the U. E. C. but should be 
divided up pro rata among all hands. The 

dismissed U. E. C. tock thy other view. 

They held on to the money and defi2d thir 
#nemies to take it from them. An injunction 

was talked of to compel the offi :ers of the U 
E C. to hand over tbe cash. In order to 
defeat a possible decision of the courts in 
this matter, should this injunction case have 
come up, the U. E. C. decided on an an- 

ticipatory counter move. The funds were 

placed by eheck in the hands of a party to 

act as trustee, and so leave the legal im- 

pression, should the eyes of the law look 

into the company coffzrs, that the U. E. C. 

had no available funds, it was supposed 

to be a smart trick. The doing 

enemes of the U. E. C. dropped their in- 

junction intentions, partly for political 

reasons for the Mackintosh-McPherson 

mijoralty elections were on and the exis- 

tence of the money was forgotten. 

Now there is renewed war, but this time 

within the ranks of the U. E. C. while its 

old enemies one looking on enjoying the 

struggle. The question is where is that 

money ? The U. E. C. members want to see 

it wi'h tkeir own eyes. It is needel for 

the use of the company—and at once. 

It may be all right, but pertinent ¢1estions 

have been asked though under s'ress of 

strict secrecy. A committee has been ap- 

pointed to hold an invastigation and they 

are to hava th cash within reasonable dis- 

tance of their bands, or know the reason 

why. The matter is expected to coms to 

head next wednesday, and after that time 

others than the enemies ofthe U. E. C. 

may be watching a fight of considerable in- 
terest. Already some of the members do 
not ‘speak as they pass by.’ 

AND BRUCE KNOWS IT ALL. 

The Ubiquitous Bruce MacDougall and his 

Testimony on “Booze.” 

At the inquest h2ld at Moncton in the 

Meadow Brook tragedy this week two very 
important witness were called, viz,'Dr. O. 

J. McCully gave evidence on ‘-bones” and 

the effect of fire on human bones, and Mr. 

Bruce MacDougall, gave evidence on 

“bioz3” and its effect on the human sys- 

tem. To the average intelligent court 

sp2ctator Mr. MacDougall on booze, sound- 

ed much more topical than Prof McCully on 

bones. MacDougall asa witness is hard 

to beat, he was on the witness stand all 
day and allowed the prosecuting attorney 

to thump away at him for all he was worth, 
while the witness sat with as much com- 

posure as though he were a Supreme Court 

Judge. He answerad all the questions 
asked him with ths shrewdness of an old 

attorney. McCully was very slow in his 

answers and often had to say ‘‘I don’t know 
what this bone is, whether it is human or 
the foreleg ot & quadruped.” He was 
paid by the local government for giving 
bis testimony, and he could afford to take 
his time. 

Mr, Vadder’s Clever Work. 

Mr. Chas. F. Vadder, the lightning 

artist, who has been giving exhibitions at 
the exhibit of I’. S. McNutt & Co. left for 
his home inB oston on Thursday afternoon. 
Mr. Vadder was the centre of attraction in 
the main building during exhibition. 
Specimens of his work will be found in 
most homes in St. John and are also large- 
ly circulated Songs the provinces. Mr. 
Vadder only worked seven days at the ex- 
hibition, and was constantly at work turn- 
ing out first class hand paintings on an 
a e of one a minute. patience and 
pleasing manner bave won for him manv 
iends who be glad to see h'm on future 

0 ccasions. 

Medrthur's for Dolls, Toys and Fancy 

HOW THEY SAW THE FAIR 
A HALIFAX MAN AND Hi8 SPOUSE 

DO THE CITY. 

He Gets Some New Clothes and a Night's 

Lodging In Ja'l-His Wife Gets Gay and 

is Refused Admission to a North End 

Hotel—<Other Matters, 

A big a flair like the exbibiticn brings to 

a city all types and clestes of people and 
is productive of numerous incidents un- 
commen to ordinary every day life. Then 
tco there is a sense ot freedom wh n ore 

reaches a ttrange city and if there is any 
inclioation to a good time all retiramnt is 
thrown ff and the good time is had, there 
being a fexling that thote upon whom one 

may chance while in the whirl of enyoy- 

ment know nct who you are nor wi!l others 

be avy the wis:r, while those at home will 
be in blissful igrorance of all that may 

occur and are satisfied if they get a reason- 

ab'e account of the visit. 

Oae man who cemz2 to the exhibition 

brcu ght vp in Steriff Rackins’s hotel bz- 
fore he tad been many days intown. It 
was a!l because ot alittle clot!ing bill— 
some $30—owed to a King street clothing 
btouse. The limb of th law who sought to 

apprehend the party as he was ebout leav- 

ing tke cily to journey whence be came, 

found bis task too difficult, for literty was 
dear to the one sought for—and particu'ar- 
ly so at that time. A policeman was sum- 
moned, however, and the refac‘.ry debtor 

was lodged in the dettors jiil. Ile didn’t 
remain long in custody for the ready was 

forthcoming and he paid the bill. 
This one little incident does not by any 

means tell the whole story of h's troubles 
and trials while here. When he came to 
St. Jobn he was accompanied by his pretty 
wife. When he left be wan't accompanied 
by her. Ttey came here from Halifax, 
where he has been practising his profession 

—though he is not a native of that city, 
claiming a large United Sates city as his 
headquarters. After arrival in St. Jobn, 

and before they had secured a boarding 
place, husband and wife became separated. 

He bad been, like Dick Swiveller, ‘passing 

tha rosy,” a little too frequently and per- 
haps this may acccunt for losing track of 

his wife. 
However, that they did tecome teparat- 

ed is certain for at a rather late hour at 
ni ht a coech rattled up to the door oi an 
hotel situated on the road to North end and 
who should be inside tut the professional 
man’s wite and she, too, so the story goes, 
had also been imitating the example of the 
Mr. Swiveller before referred to. The hotel 

proprietor cculd not teke her as a guest 
and she was left to the guidance of the 

coachman to fiad shelter from the S¢pleme 

ber winds. 
Coachmen do not tell tales—if they did 

many surprises wouid doubtless be given 

the public—end except perhaps to this 

particular Jebu it is not known where the 

lady was driven this night after the hotel 

man's refusal to welcome her within his 

gates. 
But a day or two later she was known 

to bave been installed in a house in the 

same vicinity and one te which reference 

bas before been made in these columns. 
Here ste remained while her husband 
speeded back to Halifax town. All this 

time the lady’s baggage lay in the baggage 

room in the Union depot uncalled for, But 
on Wednesday of this week it was found 
that her belongings had been taken away, 
by whom it is not known though it was 
learned that a large, rather good looking 
man had called at the baggage room for 

the% luggage. This meagre description 

did not give much of a clue, [but describes 

the husband, so thatafter separation in a 

strange city they were probably re-united 

and it is to be presumd spent the hours of 

their journey most entertainingly, relating 

their experiences. At first glance it looks 

as if the husbard didn’t have the best time. 

THEY WERE NOT DRUGGED. 

But Had Taken a Little too Much Wine 

With Former Friends, 

There is a woman and daughter in this 

city who have figured a little before the 
public this week, and while not in the quiet 

way they are used to yet they have 

managed to be known a little batter 
to their former friends who now 
think they have been nicely fooled. The 

startling announcement, at the first of the 

week, that two girls bad been drugged in a 

house on St David street aroused quiet a 

little excitement for the time, but the quiet 

way in which the affair has been dealt with, 

has kept the p2ople from making further 

inquiries. It bas turned out to be nothing 

more or less than a drunken spree and 
the gay young women had taken a ttle 
too much wine instead of being drugged. 
The woman and daughter already spoken 

of are two stylish persons who have been in 

St. John for some time and who have been 
imposing on a certain church in this city 
for aid. Last winter the daughter was 
very, ill and being a. music teacher 
she was unable to attend to her 
pupils, and therefore the mother was com 

pelled to ack for aid. She managed to 

arouse the members of the church in men- 
tion end they were kept all through 
the winter in this manner. The daughter 
fully recovered and since then little has 

been heard from them until the fracas this 
week, when many things bave leaked out 

that will be a warring to over credufous 

peo, le in future. 

MARITIME BOAKD oF I1RADE. 

The Good that will Ensue from the Lite 

Provioclal Meeting. 

Repres(ntative business men of Nova 
Scotia met iepresenta’ive business men of 
St John in this city st the Board of Trade 
rooms this week to discuss projects neces: - 

ary to the future growth and progress of the 

provinces. 
It was a sort of ‘Hands ec oss the Bay? 

business—a general union of interest, good 

feeling and brotherly love—that brotherly 
love that has prevai'el among merchants 

generally tince the days of Tubal Ca'n— 
who was a me ch:nt as well as blacksmith 

and wko not only sold th: speers Le made, 

but made the spears he sold. 

Th? meeting bas been a grand one in 

more ways than one. It has brought some 

very able men to this city when St. Jobn 

was at its best—arrayed in its best robes 

so to) speak—prepared for the reception of 

visitors. The great exhibition in full blast ; 

the hotels crowded, all the shops alive with 

buye 8, the windows ablaz: with costly 
wares—the best wealth could buy. It was 

a wise siroke of President Robertson 
and Secretary Cornwall to date 

the meeting at this time and 

some day these men will be honored 

not alone with addresses of congratulations 
as followad this week, but something more 
substantial. 

It has been a grand thing for St. John, 
but what can be said of it from a Halifax 
standpoint? Much! Think of the oppor- 
tunity thus afforded the visitors from 
Nova Scotia to get away fora few days 
from the cold and fog that is their never 

failing portion across the bay—and the 
golden opportunity they hava had to learn 
of us, to examine our harbor, our homes, 
our hospitality—to drink in as it were all 
the beauties of communication with a 
people such as we are; And they enjoyed 
it—they said so. They will go home with 
clearer ideas of what we a-e, what we say, 

and how we say it—how we welcome visit- 

ors, and they will know tbat it is not ex- 

actly true that when the tides ebb the har- 
bor icvariably goes with them. 
Ani St. John was pleased to have them 

—to keep them here for weeks in fact— 

would not mind it at all if ttey would de- 

cide to throw in their lot with us—remove 

Halifax over in the vicinity of Crouchville 
where there 1s room enough ani to spare 
for that city anl all the improvements that 
the much ‘speech thumpe 1’ Tupper seeured. 
What a glorious thing it would be for 

them, it they should come—and for S:. 

Jobn! The winter port question would be 
settled with a rush. Portland would have 
to take a back seat—the united influence 
of the two great Liverpools of America 
would be invincible. This matter was not 
suggested at the meeting of the board— 
but it will certainly be brought up at next 
gession—and it would be a wise step if the 
Halifax board should in the interim take 
up the idea at its own meetings and get 
a plebiscite on 1t. 

This union of the Board of Tradeisa 
powertul lever for good. It has more in- 
fluence than a local parliament because the 
men composing it are the business legisla‘ors 
of the country. Their sugges'ion must be- 
come law, because they are the outcome’of 
views learned by a practical test with cir- 
cumstances. The winter port was first 
broached in a Board of Trade meeting. The 
harbor improvements in this city first 
saw the light in a trade council; 
tha arrangements of through freight orders 
on railways and steamers were first evolved 
in a trade meeting. £o it has been—all 
business enterprises were fir:t originated 
by the merchants and then made law by 
parliament, if necessary. 

THE HUSBAND CAME BACK. 

He Was Delighted With City Life and Was 

Loth to Leave it, 

Among tke many visitors to St. John 
during the week were a young man and his 
wife who came on the Shore Line Railway. 
After dutitully showing his better half about 
the buildings and taking in all the attrac- 
tions of the exhibition the gentleman, 
with his wile, boarded the train on their 

homeward journey. 
The wife is probably home by this time 

but the husband has not reached thera yet, 
or at least had not, up to Thursday night 
for he still was about the city taking in the 
opera house amusement ball and, incidental- 
ly, any other fun which might slip into his 
way. He didn’t leave his spouse in the way 

usual at leave-taking however, for he bought 
his ticket for home and boarded the train 
with her and was carried from the station. 
Perhaps she had kept too close an eye on 
bim, but, however that may be, he won in 
the long run, for at Spruce Lake the down- 
ward special excursion train was met by 
the regular coming from St Stephen. 1t 
was a matter of a few seconds for him 
who wished more of joys of a city lite 
to betake himself from one tram to the 
other. He did so and back to town be 

alone’ og. Bi: LE SLE id 
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