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TRAGEDY OF THE SEAS.

WAS IT MURDER, MANSLAUGHTER
OR SELV-PRESERVATION.

How the Longboat of the American Ship
Willlam Brown was Lightened of Half
Its Human Load—A Black Page from the
History of Disasters on the Seas.

On Monday night, April 10, 1841 the
American ship William Brown, bomeward
bound from Liverpool to Poiladelphia, was
reeling off the knots about 250 miles
southeast of Cape Race, Newfoundl:nd.
She was manred by a crew of szvinteen
seamen, #nd she carried sixty-five pas-
sengers—Scotch and  Irish immigrants
seeking ‘homes and fortunes under the
brighter ekies of the New World.

The pight was black, bleak snd tempbt-
ou.. Th> sir was filled with sleet ard
from the horizon came booms and grind-
ings indicatirg the proximi'y of iceb rgs.
Over the most sullen and vicious piece of
watér o1 the globe the thp sai'ed on-
ward to her doom. At 10 o'clock there
came a crash and a shock, followed by
oaths from above and sbricks from below
and the swift patter of feet along the deck.
Up from the stuffy cabins, plain, scant,
ill-lighted and evil-smelling, ruthed the
Ths great ship—
trip cver a
boundless ocean—was in confusion, wreck-
ed in rigging and damsged in hull from an
impact with an iceberz. Even the eyes of
the most inexperienced could detect the
advances of deadly peril, tor already the
sailors were busy at the fills with the
boats, already there wais an ominous slant
forward and downward to the whole fabric.
So in little groups, half niked, shivering,
speachless, the poor creatures huddled,
awaiting something, they knew not what,
but something as devoid of hope as the
heavens were of starlight.

There were but two boats—a shameful
lack in those days of shameful lackings at
s:a--a jolly boat and alonzbat, incapabl:
at best of affording even temporary refuge
to balt ot the human beings on board.
These boats the sailors swiftly prepared
and launched, while the ship settled lower
and lower and the waves surged and the
pnssengers crowded the stera. It does
not appear that the Captain showed an ex-
ecutive ability equal to this crisis. He
followed rather than directed the move-
ments of his crew. But out from the ranks
there stepped a man who led, thenczforth,
through the inherent forces of his nature.
This man, William Holmes, able seaman,
was a k inn, handsome, atbl:tic, young.
and masterful. Those who are acquainted
with the superstitions of the sea will rema-k
the coincidence of his nativity—tor a Finn
is regarded by mariners as an embodiment
ot evil for others, a wizard who deals in
spells and purchases personal immunity at
the price of blood.

Ho!mes, th2n, without meet'ng a show
of resistance, assumed ccntrol. Ie saw
that the boats were properly equippel; he
calculated the life of the ship and the pro-
babilities of the weath:r. By word and
deed he sought in every way to put heart
into the crew. But they were a craven lot,
wolfishly selfish, and cruel in their fear.
They beat back the passengers from the
boats uutil they themselves bad embarked.
But for Holmes, they might have rowed
away then without a sign of relenting. As
it was, however, through his strenuous
efforts, certain pass:nzers were received
on board and when tte two craf; finally
dropped astern they were occupied as fol-
lows: In the jollyboat, the Captain, th2
two mates, seven seamen and one passeng-
er; in the longboat, Holmes, eight seamen,
and thirty-two passengers. IHolmes kept
his head. e realiz:d that there was
little .chance of ths two boats keeping in
company. So hs called tothe Captain

that the longboat was without a navigator.
The Captain thereupon ordered the first

mate to transship with quadrant, chart,
and compass, and th: man without demur

obeyed.
Then an incident occurred which showed

that Holmes was both compassionate and
brave. At the taffrail of the ship appear-
el a sick girl, stretching out her arms to
ber mother, who was in ths longboat.
There was a scream of despair in  response
as theywoman recognized the awful gulf of
separation. Holmes urged the men to
their oars with a fierce gestura. He sprang
back on deck and caught the poor child in
his arms. *'Oh, mother, I am coming!”
she cried as they swung down by the tackle.
Thus he was the last man to leave the ship.
It was a piteous scene for the derision of
the elements. A cable’s length away the
two tiny boats, tossing and plunging like
straws in a maelstrom, awaited the eni.
While on board the ship with her towering
masts thirty-one deserted passengers—lit-
tle children, young girls, matrons who had
left all the associations of a lifetime for the
sake of their families and sires, who had
been not too old nor too battered by mis-
fortune to have still hoped—pleaded and
prayed and cursed. '

And, withal, there was but little ration-
al foundation for the unspeakable selfish-
ness of the sailors. The same sea which

was about to engult the ship might at any
moment swallow up th: boats. Nor would
respite necessarily be merciful; for there
was the tbreat of thitstand famine darken-
ing into horrors inhuman and incredible.
¢ Poor souls,’ cried the first mate in answer
to the appeal of frantic arms; ‘‘you are
only going down a short time before we go.’

At midnight the ship settled at the head
and went down like a diving mons'er, hur-
rying into the vortex ofdeath thirty-one
passengers. The two boats, held bya
fearfal aftraction, lay on their oars
throughout the night and at daybrezk drew
ne2ar for consul‘ation. The Captain an-
nounced that it would be prudent to part
company, as there would thus be two
chan:es instead of one of sightirg a sail.
He exhorted the seamen on the longboat
to obey the mate in all things, and each
one in re'urn so promised.

‘I fear we will have to cast lots,” said the
mite significantly.

“Don’t speak of that now,” replied the
Captain; “let that be the last resort.”
And then, the jollyboat, short, steut, and
stubby, with but few on board, drew away
uatil it wasy alone on the ocean, one atom
instead of two in a vast waste. Its fate
may as well be told now. After being at
sea for six days it was picked up by a
French fishing lugger and its occupants
brought safely to land.

Though the Captain's judgment in thus
pirting company was good, it is doubtful
whether it was single, for this was his
opinion subsequ:ntly testified to as to the
condition of the longbot:

“The loogboat was in great j:opardy.
Her gunwale was within five to twelve
inches of the water. She seemed too un-
manageable to be saved. The peopls were
halt naked and all crowded toge'her like
sheep in a pen. It would bave been im-
possible to run her to land, and the chances
of ber being picked up were ninety-nine to
one against her.” Perbhaps a vision of
desperate drowning creatures struggling
through the water and dragging at the oars
and the sides of his jollyboat had something
to do with the Captain’s decision to part
company.

Tke longboat, owing to Holme's care
was partia'ly provisioned. She had on
board six gallons of water, seventy-five
pounds of bread, ten pounds of meat, and
a small measure of oatmeal, sufficient, with
economy, for about & week. She was nat-
urally a well-constracted, seiwor.hy craft,
being 22 feet long, 6 feet b2am, and 3 fcet
deep, but she was laden far beyond ber
capacity. To ! make matters worse, she
had not been in the water for thirty-five
days, and ber seams bad spread from the
dryness. Hence there was work for all.
I'be passengers bailed with tins and buck-
ets, while the crew kep! steadily at the oars,
bo'ding the course which Holmes indicat-
ed as the one most likely to lead in a ship’s
path. On Tuesday afteraoon the plug1!5
inches in diameter, which had been repeat-
edly forced out, was lost, and though the
orifice was stuffed with bits of clothing, the
leakage greatly increased.

The¢n the rain descended, and with night-
fall the wind freshened. The horizon was
iivid with the ghostly gleam of icebergs.
The boat labored more and more heavily
as the white-billowed cavalry beset her on
all sides. But little was said by the pass-
engers; the pall of a mortal fear pressed
over them. They were crowded together
like sheep in a pen, and like sheep they
opened not their mouths.

The thirty-two passengers consisted of
sixteen men, two of whom were married,
fifteen women, most of whom were young,
and one little boy. It does not appear
that {he men showed any of the nobler
qualities of their sex. They were inert
and unresisting; too much overwhelmed
with the terrors of death to struggle
to live. Had there been but one Holmes
among them the impending catastrophe
might bave been averted. The water
gained. Something must be done at once
Should they supinely perish together, or
ghould might again prove right and the
cowardly ‘sauve que peut’ of the ship be
repeated ?

“The plug is gone,’ shriecked th pas-
sengers; ‘Gol have mercy on our poor
souls !

“This won't do,” moaned the mate ; ‘Help
me, God! Men, go to work.’

‘Don't part man and wife, and don’t
throw over any women,’ continued the
mate end covered up his eyes. And then,
without consultation or any attempts at
drawing lo's, Holmes and his men moved
foreward. g

Thera ensued a ruthless scene. One by
one the unmarried male passengers were
ordered to stand up. One by one they
were cast overboard. Now one entreated
to be saved for the sake of wife and child-
ren awaiting his comir g in the New World.
Now another recited his sins, that the'r
very enormity might procure him a little
delay.

““Holmes,” sobbed a man who had been
friendly with the sailor, ‘‘You won't put
me out.”

“Yes, Charlie, you must go,” was the

response, followed by instant execution.

A man named McAvoy craved five min-
utes for prayer. This at first Holmes
sternly refused, but finally granted at the
intercession of the negro cook. It is notice-
able as & sign of the times that all th» cur-
rent accounts of this trsgedy, while de:
nouncing tke fact that not one of the crew
was cast over, added; ‘‘Not even the negro
cook.” . And -vet after all bis heart had
been the lightest.

There was a young man cf wealth
aboard, Frank Askin, with two sicters
clinging to him. He strove to temporize,
offering five sovereigns to Holmes if he
would wait until worming, and promising

lots and go over like a man.” -

“We don’ want your money, KFrank,”
replied the implacable leader: and Askin
was tossed over. j

“(;ive me only a dress to put aronund
me,” cried ore of the Askin sisters, “‘and
I care not to live longer.” The two
girls exchanged one glance, one kiss, and
then, clingiog tog:ther in death as
they bhad in lite, sprang over and shared
their brother’s fate. In the morning light
Holmes did the most indefensible of all his
lawless deeds. Two men were found hid-
den under the thwarts, all stark from cold.
The danger then was no longer imminent.
The sea had gone down and the boat was
compiratively free from water, and yet
these two were also tossed oit. It may be
that Holmes thought them dead ; or, if not,
that to his stern nature death in their un-
consciousness seeme a favor.

Though the morning was fair, all the
others remaining on board were too much
prostrated for hope. The awful events of
the night had stunned them. They lay
prone on the bottom, too spiritless to curse
or to pray. Holm2s alone continued cheer-
ful, alert and equal to the emergency. lle
kept a sharp outlook, and 1t was due to bis
judgmert that the party were saved. He
detected a film on the horizon, a mark,
fainter than the shadow of a gull's wing,
and he interpreted it. Thithcr be turned
the prow, until the film became canvas and
the mark a hull; and then, with the gocd
old-fashioned signal of a shawl on an oar,
he attracted the attemtion of the mate of
the ship Crescent, supervising some work
aloft.

As an example of Holmes’ strong com-
mon sense the following incident is note-
worthy: When the women forward real-
ized that the tidings of great joy were true
they sprang screaming and distract:d to
their feet. ‘‘Lie down,” oommanded tkte
man; it they see so mi:ny of us cn
board, they will steer off another way and
pretend they have not seen us.” Not a
flattering comment this on th2 humanty tf
the sea, but an eminently practical one, as
realers of Clark Russell will agree, re-
calling the fraquent instances of such de-
se~tion. At all events, the advicz was fol-
lowed. The Crescent drew near, received
the hapless survivors, and in dae course
brought th>m to their destination at Il la-
delphia.

Such a tragic tale arous:d not only pub-
lic sympathy but public indignation. A
wide-spread discussion ensued as to how
justifiable the conduct i the crew of the
William Brown bad been, resulting in the
indictment of Holmes by the Federal
Grand Jury for manslaughter in killing
Frank Askin on the high seas. He was
brought to trial before the United States
Circuit Court at Philadelphia in April
1842, Henry Baldwin, Asscciate Justice of
the Supreme Court, preeiding.

The case attracted universal interest.
The people were represented by District
Attorney Meredith, Mr. Dallas, and Mr.
Hopkins, and the defence by David Paul
Brown, Mr. Haz'ehurst, and Mr. Arm-
strong. All these gentlemen were leaders
of the Philadelphia bar. There was little
contention regarding the facts; but when
it came to the applicability ot the law there
was a battle royal. This involved a legal
settlement ot the old question, dear to the
ethical heart, of two men on a plank which
is capable of sustaining only one; and,
though diverted to the side issue of the
duties of common carriers, still 1esulted in
the most direct adjudication existing as to
their rights and obligations.

Mr. Dallas arzued for the prosecut’on as
follows: While the manslaughter with
which Holmes was charged was unlawiul
rather than malicious, the only defence to
it could be the supreme necessily ot sell-
preservation. To constitute this, in legal
sufficiency, the danger must be instant,
overwhelming, leaving no choice of means,
no moment of deliberation. Such was not
the present cate’ **What law'” be asked,
«:gives & crew to be the arbiters of life and
death ? No, wa protest against giving to
our seamen the power to thus make jeiti-
sion of human beings. It they believed
that the ultima'e safely of a portion was to
be advanced by the sacrifice of anothor
portion, it was then their duty to give
notice to all aboard and havea common
settlement made.”

Such a course, Mr. Dallas next con-
tended, would be equable were sailors and
passengers in equal relation ; but he denied

that then, if no help came, he would ‘ draw #;
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the premise. “‘The seaman is bound be-
yond the passenger,” h: exerted, ‘to en-
counter the perils of the sea. It is for
this exposure that h's claims area sacred
lien, and if only a tiagle nail of the ship is
left he is entitled to it. Promulge as law
that the prisoner is guiltless and our marine
will be disgraced in the eyes of the civiliz-
ed worli. The proper rule is contained in
Bacon’s noble thought ; ‘The dutics of life
are more than life.’

David Paul Brown summoned up for the
defence. ‘This case,’ he declared, ‘should
ba tried in & longboat sunk dowa to its
very gunwale with forty-one halt-naked
starved, and shivering wretches; the boat
leaking from telow, filling from above,
a hundred leagues from land, at midmight,
surrounded by ice, unmanageable from its
load, and subjsct to cerlain destruction
from the change of the most changetul of
the elements, the winds and the waves.
To these superadd the horrors of famine
and tke recklessness of despair, madness,
and allths prospects, past utterance, of
this unutterable condition. Are the
United States to come here now, a year
after the event, wh°n it is impossible
to estimate the events which combin-
ed to make the risk or to say to what
extent the jeopardy was imminent—are

they with square rulo and compass deiiber-
ately to measure this boat in the room and
to weigh these passengers, callin philoso-
phers, discuss specific gravities, calculate
by the tables ot a insurance company the
chances of lite; and b2cause tLey, thes2
Judges, find that by their calculations this
untortunate boat’s crew might have had th
thousandth part of one poor chance to
escape to condemn this prisoner to chains
and a dungeon for what he did in the terror
and darkness of that dark and teriible
night ?”

The counsel ridicul :d the contention that
lots are the law ot the ocean, asserting that
su h a plan und r such circumslances was
more easy to suggest than to put into prac-
tice. He maintained that th: crew were
either in a state of subordination to their
officers or in a state of nature. In the
{former vase hz argued that Holmes was ex-
cused by the express orders of the mate,
and he quoted in support as follows from
(‘arnot: ““The armed force is essentially
obedient ; it acts but never deliberates.”
And in the latter case that was equally ex-
empt, having ceased from being a sailor
and become a drowning man.

Judge Bildwin, in bis charge, thus dis-
posed of the question of two men on a
plank :

““Suppose two persone, who owe no duty
to one another which is not mutual, should
by accident, not attributable to either, be
placed in a_ situation where both cannot
survive. Neither is bound to save the
other’s lite by sacrificing his own : nor would
either commit a crime in saving his own
lite in a straggle for the only means of
salety.”

Coming, how:ver, to the details of the
case betore him, the Judge distinguished
as follows: “The sailor must encounter
tha hardships and perils of the voyage.
Nor can this relation be changed when the
ship is lost by tempest and all on board
have betaken themselves for satety to the
small boats ; for imminence of danger can-
not absolve from duty. Should th: emer-
gency become so extreme as {0 call for the
sacrifice of hife, there can be no reason why
the law does not remain the same ; the pass-
enger, not being bound either to labor or
to incur the risk of life, cannot be bound to
sacrifice his existence to preserve the saii-
or's. While we aamit that sailor and sail-
or may lawlully struggle with each other
for the plank which can save but one, we
think that it ths passenger is on the plank,
even the law of necessity justifies not the
sailor who takes it from him.” .

The Judge then proceeded to consider
what should bave been done under the
stress of circumstances existing in the long
boat. He admitted that there was no rule
of general application, but continued as
follows : “Tﬁere is, however, one condit-
ion of extremity for which all writers have
prescribed the same rule. When the ship
is in no danger of sinking, but all susten-
ance is exhausted, a sacrifice of one person
is necessary to appease the hunger of
others. The selection is made by lot.
This mode is resorted to as the fairest
mode, aud in some sort as an appeal to
God for the selection of the victim. For
ourselves, we can conceive of no mode so
consonant with both humanity and justice,
and the occasion, we think, must be pecul-
iar which :l:lll. dis hwi;h its :xerouem W

Under this charge the jury bro ina
verdics of guilty, with a rooqmnenu:.tion of
mercy. was nn.’:;ood tﬂo nx!
months in the peaitenms' to a flae 0
$20. But the nterest of the public did

not cease with this. Indignation vanished
and sympatby doubled. People maintain-
ed that, sailor or no sailor, Holmes bad
acted naturally. There was a ganeral de-

dent Tyler refused a pardonm, part of the
penalty was remittel. And so Holmes
went back to tke perils of the sea, which
he held as naught in comparison with those
of the land.

NEY'S EXECUTION.

Absurd Attemmpt to Prove That Marshal
Ney Escaped to Amerlca,

“A Family Record of Ney's Execution,”
written by Mme. Campan, is contributed
to the July Century by a relative of this
lady, George Clinton Genzt of Greenbush,
N. Y. Mr. Genet, in a preparatory note,
says: An absurb attempt has been made
recently to prove in a published volume
that Ney was not shot in 1815, but escaped
to America, and became a schoolmaster in
North Carolina, where he lately died. An
alleged fac simile of his wri ing is given in
the book, as well as one of ihe writings of
the old French cavalryman who, it is al-
leged, when drunk on a certain occasion,
declsred bimsel!t to be the Duke of
Elchingen. The writing, which it is claimed
is the genuine writing of the marshal,
seems doubttul when compared with that
known to be his, and the arsumed similar-
ity between that and the writing of the old
French soldier of North Carolina 18 in-
conceivable. It is absurd to be supposed
tiat Ney should bave proclsimed himself
to be the Duke of Elchingen, since at the
tine of his execu'ion he was Prince of
Moskowa and no longer Duke of Elchinger.

Mr. Green is a remarkable chbaracter
and postesses a striking personality, which
impresses all who come in contact with
him. IHe was born in Boulton, Lancashire
England, Joly 25, 1798, and entered the
English navy when sixteen years old asa
midshipwan. - The next year bis ship was
employed in transportirg English soldiers
for Wellicgton's army across the channel
from Southempton to Antwerp, &nd it was
at this time that he accidentally witneesed
Waterloo. He describes the battle as fol-
lows : —

‘I was a sailor lai of King George III.
and was employed as midshipman on a
war ship in June, 1815. After the British
fleet tad transported Wellington's army
across the channel ¢f the sesport of Ant-
werpt, my vessel was enchored in the
harbor at that place. The soldiers had

told me that great fighting was expected,
as they were about to meet Napoleon, who
was making a desperats effort to re-

gain the power which he bhad once
held over Europe. Securing permis-
sion, five boys, myselt included, left

the ship and started across Belgium in the
direction we were told the British army
was camping. We came first to Ligny,
where the preliminary battle of that ter-
rible wreck in Belgium took place, We
were two miles distant from the lett flank
of Napoleon’s army after Ligny, and we
concluded to tollow and watch the en-
counter.

Moreover, at the time when it is claim-
ed that Ney was concealing himself in North
Carolina, Joseph Bonaparte was living at
Bordentown, and his bous2 and his fortune
would have been at Ney's disposal. More-
over, aiter the fall of the Bourbons there
would have been no reason why Ney should
not have returned to France. In 1832
Eugene Ney, his third son, visited the
United States, and went to the house of his
kinsman Genet, who resided on the Hud-
son, near Albanv, but never heard of this
alleged Duke of Elchingen. It is uselees
to follow these absurdities turther. Ney
is buried in Pere la Chaise at Pans, with
two of his sons and his brother-in-law,
Gamot. A plain slab marks the place. On
the spot where he was executed stands a
monument erected by the French Govern-

ment.

Appealed to Heaven,

A scorcher went skimming down KEast
Prospect strect Sundsy morning, narrowly
missing an old gentleman who was endeav-
oring to cross the sireet.

That young fellow should be locked up
and fad on bread and water,” said the old
gentleman, botly.

«You wouldn't lock up & women, would
you ?” said a bystander.

««Me " quoth the startled old gentleman
«] ? Certaimly not.”

“Well, that cycler was & yonn.'wo-n."

*Lord preserve us !" said the pious old
gentlewan.—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

mand for his nberation, and though Presi- |
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TELEPHONE EAR.

How Ic¢ Is Produced and Ways iInWhich

It May be Avolded.

Have you the telephone ear?

If you use the telephone three or more
times a day the probabilities are you have
it, though it may not have occurred to you.
Buat if you be past 30 years of age you
have already notized a difference between

| the right aad the left ear in acateness of

the sense of hearing. There is lit'ls doubt
now that your intention is called to it, that
you remember your left ear is a trifle keen-
er in mafters of hearing than is your right.
Not when you are listening over the wire,
but when in an ordinary conversation, with
the noises of the street about you or the
hum of business in offi:e or shop, or the
buzz oftalk in the parlor, you will bend
forward a little and incline the left ear to
the speech of your friend. You bhave the
telephone ear, and bavzn’t noticed it.
What is the cause of it? The telephone.
Arranged as it i3, with the receiver at the
leit hand, you cannot well use it excepting
at the left ear. You press the black
muzzle of the receiver close to the ear, the
speech of your correspondent agitates the
diaphragm at his end of the line and the

waves of air gently strike upon the drum
of your ear, and what one of the aurists of
Chicago calls massaze takes place. Your
ear is subjected of the same kneading pro-
cess that is so beneficial when wisely ap-
plied to the flesh o muscies of any other
part of the tody. Ani the effect of it is
an increas? in the sersz of hearing in that
ear.

At the telephone exchange the girls are
instructed (o change the receiver from one

| ear to the other three cr four times a day.

It one ear were used exclusively by ths
operator, in time there would be so Cis-
tinct a difference in the acuteness of the
bearlng between the leit and right sides
that the operatcr would be practically n-
capacitated {or a change. There would be
an atnormal development at one side at
the expense of the other.

“] do not think the electrical effect is
felt,” said Dr. Edward T. Dickerson,
whose specialty is diseases of the ea, *“It
is little it anything more than a gentle
massage of the membrance of ths ear. And
in all cases where the &flzction is catarrhal
in its character and had effected what is
called the interior ear. the use of the tele-
phone will produce a beneffcial effect. 1
never knew a p rson to be ipjuriously af-
fected by the use of that instrument, and
certainly have known numerous cases where
it bad a good offect.”

In Germany the telephones are arranged
with double receiver, and each ear of the
operator in the stations is provided with
with one. The sound is delivered equally
in each ear. In such cases there is no vary-
ing result. Both ears become equally acute.
It the general patron of the telephone in
America were to use such a coatrivance
there would be no phenomenon like the
‘‘tel2phone ear.”—Chicago Times-Herald.

Consclentious

Young Medical Student (to charity
pstient) —I—1I think you must have a—
some kind of a—afever; but our class has
only gone as far as convultions. Dl
come in again ina week, when we get to

Badly
Mixed.

Mr. Jones was in love—hopelessly, ir-
retrievably in love—and he felt sure
that kis passion was returned. That
being the case, and his floancial con-
dition warranting him marrying when-
ever and whomever be pl:ased, one
might expect him to be a very Lappy
man indeed, instead of wh'ch he was
plunged ioto the very degths of de:

Spair. :
WHEYX ?

Because he could never manage to
look nicain the suit that he got clean~
ed and dyed. He got married how-
ever, and afterwards tock his work to
Ungar, and & happier home cannot be
found anywhere.

UNGAR'S LAUNDRY and DYE WORKS,

We pay expressage
one way.

28 to 32
Waterloo Street.?




