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AVERAGE CIRCULATION 13,640 

ST JOAN, N B., SATURDAY. NOV. 26 

& IT FOSTERS COURAGE. 

One of the most striking characteristics 

of football enthusiasm is that it is entirely 

independent of the weather. Not only do 

the contendirg teams, in all parts of the 

world where the game is practised, stand 

ready to face wind, rain or gnow, 
or to slip 

about in mud as the case miy be, but the 

spectators are imbued with the same b
ard:- 

hood. Men and girls, old men and yourg 

maidens, matrons with their happy-faced 

brood of dauntless children, all ascept 

whatever coms from the skies as a 
neces- 

gary interlude. They take it cheerfully, 

whether ¢ drizz'e” or *‘sco’ch mist”, only 

gratifi-d that the day does not begin with 

a deluge. Experience bas taught the 

majority of them to go to the scene of 

battle well wrapped up. Nat only the 

players but the spectators at the game are 

indifferent to all dangers. The players 

confront a prospect of torn ears, broken 

noses, a smashed rib or collar bone, a 

twisted ankle or a cerebral ‘concussion ;” 

the spectators face according to the
ir ages, 

croup, pneumoma, bronchitis or rheuma- 

tism. But, inthe strength of the hold 

football has upon all wko understand 
it and 

appreciate what it does for the colleges 

and schools, nobody seems to care. The 

pains and aches are for the day after. The 

enthusiesm of the looker on doubtless 

wards of many a danger. Tae mind cures 

must be taken into account in this precc- 

cupation and fice glow with which each 

side watches the varying foriune of the 

colors it loves. Football bas its uses in pre- 

serving and cultivating just thatsort of ph
y- 

sical courage, daring and self sacrifice which
 

book education, even when combined
 with 

rowing the halt mile run, and the 

high jump does not always give. Athletic 

sports—the best of them—all foster endur- 

ance strength of muscle, or som? qualities 

of ski |; but there is notbiog in the cricket 

field por on the baseball diamond that 

stands for the absolute courage and forget
- 

fulness of self in united action, that foot- 

ball does. The fice art of *‘tackling” with its 

large percentage of pcrional risks, tells the 

story of what each team stands ready to 

accomplish for the safsty of the game un- 

mindful of safety for themselves. Isit any 

wonder that football bre:ds courage in ih
e 

onlookers as well as in the players. 

New York has had its eleventh succes- 

sive horgeshow, which was attended wi
th al] 

the eclat and splendor of a smart society 

event. Every lover of man’s best friend in 

the animal world, must have experienced 

a pleasant thrill as he read a description of
 

Mrs. E RoswELLJONES' tailormade g
own ; 

and those who are fortun ten uzh to 

own a pair of beautiful bigh steppers, will 

hardly be able to conceal their enthusiasm* 

upon receipt of the information that Mre. 

W. E. BeLrany Suvrue's jacket of blac
k 

repousse velvet was edged with sable, 

headed by one inch wide jewelled passe 

menterie. It is tke consciousnzes of what 

the horse is and what he has done for man- 

kind that imparts particular interest to the 

announcement tbat RuGiNarp Rives 
was 

the best dressed man in the ring. It is im- 

portant to know tha! *‘h s boots were var- 

nished, broad heled and absolutely flat, as 

to soles.” It is, indeed, fitting that society 

should forget its own follies and vanities 

for a spell and acknowledge mankind's 

obligation to the glossy coated quadrupeds 

for service and pleasure by arranging this 

annuil event. It is, of course. a natural in- 

ference that there were some horses at the 

horse show, but of this we are not able to 

speak with certainty at this distance {rom 

the Am:rican metropolis. 

The continued increase cf the British 

Navy in battleships and cruisers of formid- 

able dimensions, is urging upon the gv: 

ernment the necessity of establishing, with- 

out further delay, increased docking facili- 

ties for their new specimens for naval war- 

fare, not only at home but in the colonies. 

Gibraltar has bzen one of the coaling sta- 

tions which has already received the earn- 

est attention of the Admiralty owing to its 

deficiency in dock and other accommoda- 

tions for thelrefitting of warships, besides 

securing protection from outward at- 

tack for the large stock of coal that bas to 

be kept always on hand. The construction 

of these formidable works has already com- 

menzed with the employment of 4,000 

workmen of all classes, wko are daily kept 

hard at work, under the special charge of 

superintendents sent out from England by 

the admirality authorities, who control every- 

thing connected with this important under- 

taking, which is likely to comsume at least 

fiva years for its completion and &n outlay 

of several millions of pounds sterling. 

According to the London Times a pro- 

cess bas at last been found for separating 

the fibre from the stalk o"the ramie plant— 

a plant which flourishes in Southern soil, 

and which it it can bs used as a textile 

material may have vast possibilities agri- 

culturally and industrially. The new pro- 

cess consists of treating ths ‘ribbons’ cf 

fibrous bark to several chemical baths. By 

these and mechanical means a clean, white, 

silky fibre it is said, is turned out ready for 

the spinner. Should practical results 

jastify the claim a great impetus would at 

once be given to ramie planting ; but there 

will be no craze in that direction un'il the 

new process shall have been shown to be 

feasable commercially ay well as m:chani- 

cally. 

The eminent neurologists wko contend 

that ¢v.n moderate lauzhteris a sympton 

of hysteria, and in general that laughter is 

a disease, have a certain shadowy ground 

for their contentions. It is doubtless true, 

for instance, that laughter is contagious; 

and as the poet says: ‘Laugh and the 

world laughs with you.” Yet it the theory 

of the neurologists should be gravely accept- 

ed the bumorists wold have to be (uarin- 

tined, and the only healthy folks would b
e 

the victims of melancholia. The truth is 

that laughter is a tonic; it oxygenates the 

blood, shakes the cobwebs from the brain 

and makes the laugher ful the batter for it. 

as the old rhyme has it: 
“(Care to our coflia adds a nail, no doubt

, 

And every grin so merry drawe one 
out.” 

Li Huse Cuaxa's jwket and his pea 

cok feather which merely struck Cana- 

dians why happened to see him with a 

sente of the ridiculous, seems to have 

appealed to th2 artistic and utili‘arian in- 

stincts in Franca, as the Parisian dress- 

makers have turned the imperial yellow 

garment to account asa model for a tea 

gown, the peacock feathers terving as 

trimmings. The incident illustrates th: 

alertness of the French eye fer aesthetic 

effects, and the thrite of the French nature 

in putting them to prcfi-able service; ani 

in doing this it explains one great s:cret 0 

Parisian supr-macy in fashioning the modes 

for the beau monde. 

The horseless csrriage seems to be com- 

ing along fast t> join the bicycle in an  at- 

tempt to drive the horse out of business. 

The number of horses driven out of work 

by electric trolleys etc. will be small com- 

pared to the hauling “of the country by 

the carriages without horses. There have 

been several sucessful trials of horsciess 

carriages in different parts of the world 

ia the last three months that are said to 

bave fully demonstrated th:ir practicability. 

The carriage and the bicycle should com- 

pel good roads. 

In view of the unfavorable character of 

the news from Cuba, and the Phillipine Is- 

lands, extensive precautionary measures are 

said to have bzen taken by the Spanish 

authorities to prevent an uprising in Porto 

Rico. When even that tranquil Spanith 

colony rests under the suspicion of dis- 

loyalty the edifice of Spain's transmarine 

empire must indeed be tottering to a fall. 

Tollgate keepers in Kentucky have been 

told that they will be killed if they 

¢>llect any more tolls; and Jastic2 should 

make it her bu iness to find out who told 

them. 

And still the Captain Genoral of Cuba 

his no victories to report! WEYLER'S 

silence is eloquent. 

The foor ball cold skould help the balsam 

trade. 

Reduction in Prices, 

Mr, Charles K. Cameron is makiog a 

very great reduction in trimm:d and uo- 

trimmed bats, bonnets and toques. Mr, 

Cameron always has on hand a large and 

elegant stock of the leading styles and any 

one wishing enything in the way of stylish 

headwear cannot fail to bs pleased both in 

regard to prices and style. All the newert 

shades and latest notions used in millinery 

cn be had at Mr. Cameron's store. Early 

yisitors will of course secure the benefit of 

tbese bargains as Mr. Cameron wishes to 

clear out at once the stock that was left 

over from last geito1. Call early and 

secure a bargain. 

Have a Good Record, 

Kerr's business college, it is noticed, is 

receiving a great deal of favorabl: notice 

from sources that thorcughly understand 

the methods used in the institution. Some 

of St. John's smartest and Jclevere.t com- 

mercial] young men speak in the higk- 

est terms of the college, and indeed all 

who bave ever attended it endorse fully the 

good words that bave been said about it. 

McArthur's for Dolls, Toys and Fancy 

VERSES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY 

Dear Hills. 

Dear hills of Spruce and tamarack 

1 kiss my hand to you; 

Hola thou my heart till T come back 

Your shadowed heart to woo, 

Your skirts that trail the hillside down 

Are dear as dreams to me; 

Your eyes that watch the little town 

Of my nativity 

Will keep my image for awhile 
Though angry snows swirl wide; 

And your great voice and dryad smile 

Here in my dreams abide. 
TueopORE ROBERTS. 

Boson. 

The Steersman, 

The fore shrouds bar the moonlit sand, 
The port rail laps the sea ; 

Aloft all aut, where the winds c'ouds skim, 
Alow to the cutwater snug and trim, 

And the man at the wheel sings low, sings he : 

¢ Oh, sea room and lee room 
And a gale to rua afore ; 

From the Golden Gate to ~unda strait, 
But my heart lies snug ashore.” 

Her hull rolls high, her nose dips low, 
Tne rollers flash alee— 

W.llow ana dip, and the untossed screw 

Sends heart throbs quivering through and 
through— 

And the man at the wheel sings low ; sings he : 

“Oh, sea room and lee room 
And a gsle to run afore; 

Sou'east by south and a bone in her mouth, 
But my heart lies snug ashore,” 

The helmsman’s arms are brown and hard, 
And pricked ia his forearm be 

A ship, an anchor, a love knot true, 

A heart of red and aa anchor of blue, 

And the man at the wh :el sings low; sings be; 

“Oh, sea room and lee room 
And a gale to run afore; 

The ship to her chart, but Jack to his heart— 
And my heart lies snug achore.” 

~The Bookman 
aisii—— 

All Right in the End, 

Your heart is bowed with a transient gries, 

Your eyes are misty with tears; 

Toere's a sorrow deep : nd there's no relief 
Ahead in the maze of years. 

S80 i. seems to you as you weep to-day, 
Yet so. row may be your friend; 

£0 keep up your courage a while and pray, 
«Tw ll come out right in the end. 

There never was day so dark and drear 
But what, ere the sands had run, 

Tbe clouds would shift and the heavens clear 

To the smiling face of the sun. 
There never was cruel stab or blow 

I flicted by foe or friend 
But there wae a balm, God willed It sc— 

*I'will come «ut rigat in the end, 

There never was love so cruelly wronged 
Or throttled by vengeful lies, 

Bu: time atoned for the joys you longed, 

And Jove that was crushed would rise. 

0, hear’, nse up from the slough’s despond, 

Your faith must not swerve or bend; 

Let hope be pinned above and beyond— 

*I'will come out right in the end. 
—Roy Farrell Greene. 

——————— 

Unoccupi 4d. 

*() 3, most unworthy leisure 1" low I said: 

“From heedle-s hands the golden moments 
fall 

Unnoted by your dreaming eyes; the thread 

Is broken; and you idly lose them ali!’ 

The dreamer.m*t reproiches with a smile 

“3p drop the golden peta.s, one by oce, 

Yet the flower heart is growing all the while.
 

Are petals wasted then? There work is done. 

“They woo the sunshine to the baby seed, 

Attract the busy, pollen b2aring bee. 

Sometimes our thouzh's some {falling moments 

speed 
’ 

To nur-e the deeds which fature days shall see
.’ 

—May Preston slosson, 

Under the Violets, 

Under the snows she sleepeth, 

Under the cold immacalate Snows, 

And my heart is bitter with grief and pain, 

For I know thouzh June brings bick the rose 

My lily « ever will bloom again, 

My pure, pale lily that sleepeth, 

Uonderthe violets lying, 

No spring with tender and warm excess 

Ot bud a d b ossom, of leaf and bloom, 

No summer's ¢3(1isite loveliness 
Can pierce to the aepth of that silent tomb 

Wherein is my loved one lying. 

In vain they tell me she liveth 

With her warm, sweet face and her tender eyes, 

In some divine Beyond, afar. 

I only know that out of my vkies 

Has faded and vanished my morning star, 

Not unto me she liveth. 
~— Anon. 

Seventy-First Birthday. 

The Youta's Companion will celebrate 

its seventy first birthday in 1807. Among 

the many attractive announcements of the 

Companion for the coming year is an arti- 

cle of exceptional value by Mr. Andrew 

Carnegie, on ‘The tlabit of Thrift.’ Suc- 

cessful men in other walks of lite will 

second Mr. Carnegi2's paper with read- 

able, practicje articles based on their own 

experience, and valuable to the old as well 

as to the young. 

Stories will be given by Lin Maclaren, 

Rudyard Kipling, Stephen Crane, Harold 

Frederic aud Clark Russell. Speaker 

Reed, Secr:tary Herbert, Senator Lodge, 

Hon. Carl Schurz, Postmaster-General 

Wilson, Dr. Lyman Abbott, Hon. Theo- 

dore Roosevelt—:hes? are a few of the two 

hundred names that fi zure in the latest list 

of Companion contribu‘ors. 

The non-partisan Iditorials and the 

Current Events and Nature and Science 

I) partments are of especial interest to 

students and to all who wish to keep in- 

formed of the doings of the world. Asa 

reference book a file of Companions is well- 

nigh invaluable, for its reputation is found- 

ed on seventy years of tested accuracy. 

New subscribers sending $1.75 to the 

Companion for 1897 will receive the Com- 

panion for the remainder of the year free. 

also the Companion’s artistic twelve-color 
Calendar, and the paper a full year to Jan- 
uary, 1898. Illustrated Prospectus of the 

next volume will be sent free upon request. 
Address, 

Tur Your's COMPANION, 

205 Columbus Ave., Boston, Mass. 

Tommy on the “Longs.” 

«‘When we breth the longs moves around 
to all parts of the bodie the longs is two 
little round holes in the hed we breth 
threw them we had better take care of the 
longs. It they was to deccay on us we 
would not be so verry h:lthy persons with- 
out no longs is apt to be peevish and mis- 

sable in a sickly condition.” —Puck. 

Proof Agalnst Bulle s, 

Manager— ‘Heavens! what's the matter? 
Didn't you dodge the six bullets all right, 
fired from the six rifl 2s in the hands of the 
six gents selected by the audience ?’ 

agician Hamham—‘Yes; I dodged the 
bullets all right, as advertised—but some- 

one threw an egg.’—Puck. 

THE PRESERVES WERE STOLEN, 

By Two Hungry Tramps in Search of 

¥ood=Where the Bottles Were, 

The proprietress of a certain norih end 

boarding house is mourning the loss of her 

winter supply of preserves. The lady in 

question who is very careful to look after 

the best interests of her boarders and who 

usually gives them the best she can afford 

had prepared a large supply of euch 

succulent dain'ies as preserved peaches, 

plums, strawberries, etc. Some time 

ago when fruit was [cheap and her guests 

were jubilant in anticipation of many dain'y 

additions to tee little lunches, suppers, etc , 

for which the female toniface his become 

almost famous. A few days ago while the 

lady was dong tome house cleaning 

she removed her large stock of 

preserves from the large pantry 

in which they wera stored and placed 

them ona shelf in the cellar. The shelt 

was near a large window which looked ou? 

into an alley. 

Shorily after the preserves were placed 

in the cellar a tramp put in an appearance. 

The first object that egruck his eye was the 

preterve bottles near the open window and 

he at onca procezded to call in two fellow 

travellers wh) were basking in the shade 

of an ash barrel across the street. 

His friends as may be imagined were 

only too willing to accept th: invitation 

for half an hour or so those tramps did 

more work than they had ever done before. 

The result of their labors was apparent 

for at the end of that time not a perservs 

bottle remained in sight. Instead [they 

were snugly hidden in a near bye packing 

case where the tramps had etowed them for 

further use. 

When the lady of the house went to 

look for her preserves tLe was surprised to 

find that they were out of sight and she 

has not found them since. 

When her husband came home she 

explained the mishap to him and he at 

once surmised that the fruit had been stolen 

by some *‘Hungry Willies or limping 

Joe's.” 

That his surmise was correct was proven 

a few days after when a neighbor called at 

the house and returned some empty pre- 

serve bottles which he bad found in his 

yard and which he recognized as the prop- 

erty of the boarding house. 

GREAT (CHANCES FOR XMA8 GOODS 

What D. McArthur Has In His Store to 

Attract, 

Merchants are preparing for Caristmas 

and children especially are looking around 

and admiring the many beautiiul things 

that come within their vision. One of the 

sights for them is th: store of I. Mc- 

Arthur, King s‘reet, where filty cases of 

fancy goods have just been opened. 

Dolis in particular have been made a 

feature of and they are there in all s'z2s, 

in all varieties, beautiful and imposing, 

small ones for little people and stately 

ones for those little girls who have passed 

the line of infancy. 

There are mechanical toys of all kinds 

for boys and when to this is added carts, 

horses and wagons in great variety the at- 

tractions fo the young lads of the day are 

almost beyond description. 

For the older folk thera are silver goo”s 

in many designs any of which is suitable for 

a gift. Further thn this poetical volum 3s 

in padded leather which have been selling 

for $2,00 are marked at 99 certs. Bb'es 

are always attractive gift books ani Mr. 

McArthur offers has choicest at a discouat 

of from 33 1 3 to 50 per cent. His finely 

bound cloth books ara selling at half price 

and cin bs had from 15 cents to $1.00 

each. 

In addition to all these and many other 

lines of goods, th2 usual Xmas novelties 

are in abundanc>, booklets, cirds and 

games, ctc., etc. 

Mr. M:Arthur anounces further that 

any stock carried over from last year will 

b> sold at half price. It has been well 

cared for but it willbe known as stock 

carried over and will go for balf price. 

LUCAS BLEW OUT THE GAS. 

A Member of the Mt. Allison Team About 

Whom a Funny Story is Told. 

Haurax, Nov. 26.—The Mount Allison 

football team came to Nova Scotia and won 

honors. They defeated Acadia college; 

they played a draw with the hitherto invia- 

cible Wanderers, and were defeated by 

Dalbousie but only by a narrow margin. All 

this honor and glory would have been lack- 

ing if a story told at the hotel in this city 

where the team stayed is correct. It is 

that one of ths best p'ayers—Mr. Lucas— 

blew out the gae. or at least lett it escaping 

in his bedroom when he retired to rest on 

the eve of the contest with Dalhousie. 

Manager Douglas of the football team, with 

fatherly solicitude, went round the rooms of | 

his men, after they had gone to bed, to 

see if everything was O K. Oa reaching 

Lucas’ room he was shocked to find it fall 

of gas and the doughty therein almost 

ing2nsible from the noxious fumes. 

Lucas was aroused and revived. Coming 

from a good denominational college like 

Mount Allison it is to Le presumed tht 
Mr. Lucas was duly thankful to Providence 

for his escape, while the mBmbers of the 

team were doubly thankful in ths knowledge 
that they would neither have to play one 
‘man short nor put on a substitute on ac 
count of the suffocation of a valuable for- 

ward’ 

Mc Arthur's for Wall Paper 

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U. S. Gov't Report. 

Royal 
ABSOLUTELY PURE 

Baking 
Powder 

CATCHING FROGS FOR MARKET. 

The Way the Marylanders Take the Favor. 

ed Product. 

Within recent years a large trade his 

grown up in Kent county in providing 

frogs for market. The catching of frogs 

for their legs has become a business, 

an1 the financial returns are rather hand- 

some to the few engaged in the industry. 

Along the small streams tributary to the 

larger rivers the big green or mottled black 

frozs may be found by thousands under 

the tufts of flag or coarse grass. Oae frog 

slipper has sent to the Baltimore market 

handreds of frogs’ legs each seison, and 

has so increased the demand by the super- 

ior size and flavor of the Kent product 

that be finds it impossible to meet the re- 

quirements of the trade. 

Frog legs are consumed principally by 

the patrons of the principal restaurants. 

Frogs, when cooked, are a Celicate white 

meat, and much more tender thin fried 

chicken, very nourishing and easily digest- 

ed, and are recommended, when stewed, as 

cne of the best diets for invalids with deli- 

cate stomachs. Only the hind legs and 

(quarters are eaten, and they are sent to 

the market ready skinned and salted for 

cooking. 

The market frog ca‘cher’s method of 

capturing the game is to secure & small, 

flat-bottomed boat, easy of management, 

and in the late afterndon, when everything 

is still, he noiselessly pushes his Little craft 

along the shores of the small creeks and 

coves. The tull frogs, as th2y are com- 

monly known, because of their deep reson- 

ant voices, are found sitting in a shallow 

pool or inthe mud uid:r tufts of hoavy 

grass or lig. Th: novelty and sport of 

captaring this wily gam? ara worth a row 

of ten miles on a hot aft>rnoon. Two and 

sometimes three ordinary siz21 parch hooks 

are bound together and bated with red 

flannel. The hooks ara attached to a line 

of about four feet, and the line is attached 

to a long, tough an3le rol. Approaching 

the game noiselessly an1 with extreme cau- 

tion, the rad flannel is gntly moved with- 

in a few inches of the frog's mouth. As 

quick as lightning and with a sharp croak, 

the trog dashz:s forward and swallows bait, 

hook and all. Taen follow as gamey 

strugles as any sporisman ever Siw wih 

hook and line. 

The amateur frog hunter usually pro- 

vides himself with a cat-and-rat rifls, the 

snells loaded with mustard seed shot, and 

shoots his game, but itis is unsportman- 

lika, and is only popular with the uninitiat- 

ed. Mill ponds, too, arz favorable hau nts 

for the frog, and on a clear night the deep 

roar of the bullfrog chorus may be heard 

for more than a mile. 

The old time afore-de-war Kent county 

cook has solved ths mysteries of the per- 

fect preparations of the frog, and those 

who do not know how delicious froge, legs 

may be made have many a dainty dish in 

store for them. Alter skinning, the legs 

should be placed in cold water for several 

haurs, then placed on a plate and salted. 

In several hours more they are ready for 

cooking. The legs of medium-s'z:d frogs 

are preferable, as the very larg: legs are 

liable to be course in texture ot fl:sh. The 

most popular way in Kent to cook them is 

by trying, but there are otker ways of m*k- 

ing dishes of them to please the palate of 

the most exacting epicure.— Baltimore Sun. 

FOR POKER PLAYERS ONLY. 

A Pennsylvania Parrot Which Kn>w the 

Valus of 2 Good Hand, 

Parrot stories ara always good so long 

as they are true. And, of course, none 

but true parrot storizs ever find their way 

into print. A well known resident of 

Tioga, says the Philadelphia Inquirer is 

telling one which he declares he is willing 

to stake a hard-earned reputation for ver- 

aci'y upon. 

This particular parrot is the prop>rty of 

a Tioga household, the head ot which is in- 

ordinately fond of a quiet little game of 

poker. For years it has been his custom 

to get three or four of his friends together 

at least twice a week in the snug library of 

his house, and while away four or five hours 

of an evening by means of 5-cent ante 

with a quarter limit. The parrot’s cage 

bangs in the same library, except on state 

occasions, when it is taken into the dining 

room. 

The man’s wife is devoted to her church 

as be is to his favorite game. She never 

misses a meeting, and as often as the good 

man will come, has her pastor to her home 

for Sunday dincer. 

He was there two or three weeks ago. So 

were a number of other f{riends of the 

family. The master of the household pre- 

sided over the dinner, and the conversation 

was as lively and vivacious as the sanctity 

of the day would admit. 

The clergyman was, and is, one of the 

liberal-minded, up-to-dat2 class of men who 

are bringing religion in closer touch with 

the masses or the masses in clcs:r touch 

with religion, than it his perhaps ever been 

befora. His utterances when out of the pul- 

pit are frequently punctuated with every 

day expressions, the use of which by a 
preacher would have been thought strange 
a decade ago. He also goes so far as to at- 
tend the theatre occasionally. 

It was he who was talking at the table, 

and a'l the others were interested listeners. 
The subj2ct was th: mo-ning service at his 
church, the attendance upon which had 
been very large. 
A ‘Yes,’ he said, ‘I couldn't help remark- 
ing to myself as I entered the pulpit, ‘Well, 
this is one time I've got a full house,’ 
_ ‘That's pretty d——good,’ quickly came 
in all too distinct tones from the parrot’s 
cage. ‘Take the money, Dicv ?’ 
The presence of the preacher, the par- 

rot’s profanity and the fact that ‘Dick’ is 
her husband’s name sent the mistress of 
the house into a fit of hys‘erics, which 
nearly broke up the dinner. 
_As it was only the peculiar patness of the 

bird's sally saved th: day. 

FORGETFUL MR. BILLTOPS. 

And How Claude's Shoes Finally Got to 

the Shoemaker’s, 

‘Forgetful ?" s2id Mr. Billtops. ‘Well, 
well, well, I should say so! I baven’t any 

memory at all. If I want to remember 
anything I hive to make a memorandum 
of it and then twist the paper around my 

key ring. or shut it in my knife,] or tie it 
through the rinz of my wa‘ch; I can’t re- 
member anything at all.’ 

‘Mrs. Billtops tried for days to get me 
to take Claude's sho2s to the sho2miker’s. 
He'd worn them through on the soles and 
put on his best shoes to wear while the 
others were being fixed. Every day Mrs. 
Billtops would pat the buadle on the table 
near me as I read the paper, and fay: 

* ‘Now, Ez-a, don't forget th: shoes.’ 
‘And I would look at them and say all 

right and then forg:t all a*out them and go 
away without them, 

‘On> morning Mrs. Billtops said to ma: 

‘Ezra, I hava put Claude's shoes in your 

bat.’ 
“That really did seem like business. It 

did really seem as though when I came to 
pick up my hat I would take the bundle 

out of it and put the bat on my head, and 
that then, being ready to go, and having 
th2 bundle actually in my hands, I would 
tikeit along and leave it at the shoemaker’s. 
I laugh2d to myself as I thought what a 
tremendously shrewd woman Mrs. Bilitops 
is! But: 

I am as particular as Iam forgetful. 1 
never go oat in the mon'ng without first 
brushiog my hit. I took the bnadle out of 
m7 hat and lsid it on the table, brushed 
my bar, and— 

‘Mrs. Billttops looked at me just a little 
reproachfully tbat night when I came home 
but that was all. Next day she tcok ths 
shoes to th2 shoemaker's herself. 

ARE YOU SUFFOCATING. 

Mechaalsm That Iaforms You to Air Year 

Room. 

It is generally believed that when the at- 

mosphere of a room is impure the fact will 

be sufficiently noticeable to a person of 

normal senti‘iveness without the aid of an 

instrument to in‘orm him of the fact. That 

this is not so, however, is evident to any 

one who remembers how the euffocating 

odors of an overcrowded meeting room im- 

press their disagresable presence on a per- 

son coming in from the pure outside air, 

while, to all appearances, the persons in 

the room are quite unaware of the a'r be- 

ing bad. 

To remedy this state of things ani show 

just how bad or ctherwite tke atmosphere 

of a room} is a Swiss iaventor has just com- 

pleted an instrument which shows th: ex- 

act condition of the air. It consists of an 

airtight glass receptacle, in which is placed 

a red liquid, A bent glass tube is insert 

ed into this fluid, and up this fliid rans, 
to dcop at therate of one drop in two 
minutes onto a cord that is stretched 

byla {weight. This fluid possesses '* 

property of changing color when sub 

ed to the action of carbonic acid gas. tue 

more of this gas there is in the air the 

more pronounczad the change in the color 
of the fluid. 

With this fact in mind, th2 principle on 
which the indi.ator works is easily under- 

stood. The drops of flaid, as they fall on 
the string, change it according to the con- 

dition of the atmosphere. 

To Hold the Mandolin Pick. 

There i¢ now ¢n attachment for 

mandolins, guitars, etc. played by the use 

of a pick or plectrum in the hands of the 

performer, whereby the pick may be con- 

veniently supported and always found with 

the instrument while not in use, while 
readily removable from its holder for play- 

ing when required. The improvement has 

been patented by Adam G. Mahler, of 

New York ci'y. Tae holder is formed of 

a single piece of spring wire, bent as shown 

in the engraving, and having its ends 

formed into segmentel eye parts adapted to 

be engaged by a small ecrew and washer, 

by means of which the holder is attached 

to the neck of the instrument. The holder 
may, it desired, be secured to some other 

part of the instrument, and 1s equally well 

adapted for holding oher forms of picke. 

Clara—*Did he apologiz: for kissing 
you?” 
Maud—* Oh yes ; several times.” 

Signor E. Rubini, late Principal Profes- 

sor of Singing ‘at the London (Eng) 
Academy of Music, has selected and pur- 
chased a Pratte Piano for his own use. 


