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AN OLD TIME FESTIVAL

THE HARVEST CUSTOMS ARE HELD
AFTER OROPS ARE IN.

How These Customs are Celebrated in Dit.
ferent Countries—Some of the Songs used
Upon These Occasions—How a Quaeen is
Selected—Oiher Features.

Wh rever, throughout the earth, there
is such a thing as a formal harvest, there
also appears an inclivation to mark it with
a festive celebration. In Englanl, th's
festival passes generslly under the endeared
name ot Harvest Home. In Scotland,
where that term is unknown, the festival is
hailed under the name of the Kirn. In the
north of Eng'a-d, ts ordiniry designation
is the Mell-Supper. And there are per-
haps otker local names. But everywkere
tkere is a thanktul joy, a feeling which per-
vades all ranks and conditions of ths rural
people, and for once in the year brings all
upon a level.

Most of our old harvest-customs were
connectcd with the ingathering of the
crops, but some ot them began with the
commencement of harvest-work. Tous,
in the scuthern counties, it was cusiomary
for the laborers to elect, irom among
themselves, a leader, whem they denomina-
ted their ‘lord.’ To him all the rest required
to give precedence, anitolcave all transac-
tions respecting their work. He made the
terms with with the farmers for mowirg,
for reaping, and for all the rest of ths har-
vest work ; he tcok the lead wi'h the scythe,
with the sickle, and on the ‘carrying days;’
he was to be the first to eat, and tte first
to drink, at all tleir refreshments; his
mandate was to be law to all the rest, who
were bound to address him as ‘My Lord,’
and to show him all due honcr &nd respect.

Disobedience in any of these particulars
was punished by imposiug fines according |
to a scale previously agreed on by ‘the
lord’ and all his vaseals. In some instances
if any of his men swore or told a lie in his

presence, a fine wes inflicted. In Back-

inghamshire and other ccuntirs, ‘a lady’ |
was elected as well ¢s ‘a lord,” which oflen ‘
added much merriment to the h:rvest-sca

son. For, while the lady was to receive |

all herors due to the lord from the rest of |
the laborers, ke (for the lady was one of |
{he workmen) wes required to pass it on
to ‘the lord. For insfance, at
drinking-time, the vassals were to give the
horn first to the lady, who paesed it to the
lord, and when he had drunk, she dr.nk
next, and then the others indiscrimira‘ely.
Every departure from this rule incurred a
fine. The blurders which led to fines, of
course, were frequent, and produced great
merriment.

In tke old simple days of England, be-
fore tke na'ural teelings of the people h.d
been checked and chilled oft by Paritanism
in the first place, ard what may be called
gross Commercialiem in thte sccond, 1hs3
the hervest-home was such a scene as
Horace's friends might have expecled to
see at bis Sabine farm, or TLeocritus
described in his ICyl's. Perbaps it really
was the very same scene which was pre-
sented in ancient times. The grain last cut
was brought home in its waggon—called the
Hock Cart—surmcunted by a figure lormed
of a sheaf with gay dressings—a presumable
represe ntation of the goddess Ceree—while
a pipe and tabor went merrily sounding in
front, and the reapers tripped around in a
hand-in-hand ring, swinging apprepriate
songs, or simply by shouts and cries giving
vent to the excitement of the dsy.

¢ Harvest-home, harvest-home,

| some care tbat, on delivery, he should be
| able instantly to take to bhis beels, and

We have ploughed, we have sowed.

We have wesped, we have mowed,

We have brought home every load,
Hip, bip, hip, harvest home !”

So they earg or shcuted. In Lincolr-
shire and other districts, hand bells were
carried by those riding on the last load,
and the tollowing rthymes were sung:

The boughs do shake, ana the b:1ls do ring.
So merrily comes cur barvest in,
Our harvest in, our harvest in.

So merrily comes our harvest in'!
Hurrah!™

Troops of village children, who had ccn-
tribu‘'ed in various ways to tke great labor,
joired the throng, tolaced with plum-cake
in requital of tkeir little services. Some-
times, the ims ge on the cart, instead of be-
ing a mere dressad-up bundle ot grain,
was a pretty girl of the reaping-bind,
crowned with flowers, and hailed as the
Maiden. Of this we bave a description in
a ballad of Bloomfizld's :
‘Home came the jovial Hockey load,
Last of the whole year’s crop,

Aud Grace among the green bcughs rode,
Right plump upon the top.

This way and that the waggon reeled,
And never queen rode higher;

Her cheeks were colored in the field,
And ours before the fire.’

In some provinces—we may instance
Buckinghamshire —it was a favorite practi-
cal joke to lay an ambuscade at some place
where a high bank or a tree gave opportun-
ity, and drench the bock-cert party with
water. (reat was the merriment, when
this was cleverly and eflectively done, the
riders laughing, while they shook; them-
selves, as merrily as the rest. Under all
tke rustic jocosities ot the occasion, there
seemed a baeis of pagan custom, but it was
such gs not to exclude a Christian sym-
pathy. Indeed, the harvest-home of Old
England was obviously and beyond quee-
tion a piece of natural religion, an ebul-
lition of jocund gratitude to the divine
source of all earthly blessings.

some differences in the observance. It
was common there for the reapers, on the
last day of their business, to have a conten-
tion for superiority in quickness of dis-
patch, groups of three or four taking each
a ridge, aad striving which should soonest
get to its termination. In Scotland, this
was called a kemping, which simply means
astriving. In the north of England, it
was a mell, which, I suspect, means the
sime thing (from Fr. melce) As the
reapers wert on during the last diy, they
took care to leave a good handful of the
grain uncut but laid down flat, ard cov-
ered over ; and, when the field was done,
the *bonniest lssy’ was allowed to cut this
tingl bandfu!, which was presently dressed
up with varions sewings, tyings and {rim-
mings, like a Jol!, and hailed as a Corn

3aby. It was brought home in triumpb,
with music of fiddles and bagpip’s, was sat
up conspicuously that night at supper, and
was usually preserved in th? farmer’s par-
lor for the remainder of the year. The
bonny lass who cut this handful of grain,
who deemed the Harvest Queen. In Hert-
fordshire, and procbably other districts of
England, there wes tke same custom of re-
scrving a final handful ; but it was tied up
and erected under the name of a Mare, and
the reapers then, one after another, tkrcw
thiir sickles atit, to cutit down. The
successful individual cslled out: ‘I have
ter? ‘What have you ?’ cricd tha rest.
‘A mare, a mare, a mare!' he replied.
‘What will you do with her ?" was then
asked. ‘We'll scnd ker to Jobn Snocks’
or whatever other name, referrirg to tome
neighboring farmer who had not yet got all
his grain cut down.

This piece of rustic pleasantry was call-
Crying tte Mare. It i3 very curious to
learn, that there used to be a similer
prectice in so remo'e a district as the Isle
of Skye. A farmer having there got his
Farvest completed, the last cut bandtul was
sent, under the name of Goabbir Bltacagh
(the Cripple Goat,) to the next farmer who
was still at work upon his crops, it being
of course necessary for the bearer to take

esczpe the punishment otherwise sure to
befall him.

The custom of Cryivg the Mare is more
particularly described by the Rev. C. H.
Hartshorne, in his Salopia Antiqua (p.
493). *‘When a farmer has ended h's resp-
ing, acd the wocden bottle is pessing mer-
1ily round, the respers form themselves in-
to two bands, atd commerce the following
dialogue in loud shouts or rather in a kind
of chant at the utmost pitch ot their voice.
First band: [ bave her, I have her, I have
her! (Every sentence is repeated three
times.) Szcond : What Last thee? What
hast thee? Wkhat hast the? Fiist: A
mare, a mara, a mire! S:cond: Whose is
her ? Whose is har? Whose is her? First:
A. B.'s (aaming their mas'er, whose corn
is all cut.) Second :Where shsll we send
her? &:. First: To C. D. (naming some
neighbor whose corn is still standing )
And the whole concludes with a joyous
saout of toth bands uuited.

‘In the south-eastern part of Saropshire,
the ceremony is performed with a slight
variation. The last few stalks of the wheat
are left standirg; all the reapers throw
their sickles, and he who cuts 1t cff, cries:
‘T have her, I have her, 1 bave her! on
which the rustic mirth begins, and it is
practised in a manncr very similarin Dev-
onstire. The latest farmer in the neigh-
borhcod, whose respers therefore cannot
send her to any other perscn, is seid to
keep her all the winter. Toe rural cere-
mony, which is fast wearing away, evidentiy
refers to the time when, our couttry lying
all open in common fields, and the corn
consequently exposed to the depradations
of the wild mares, the season at which it
was secured from their ravages was a time
of rcjoicing, and of exulting over a tardier
neighbor.’

Mr. Sray describes the same custom as
practiced in Devonshire, and the chief
peculiarity in thit insiance is, that the last
hazdful of the standing grain is called the
Nack. On this being cut the reapers
assemble rcund it, calling at the top of
their voices, ‘Arnack, arnack, arrack ! we
have'n, we bave'n. we bave'n.’ And the
firkin is then barnded round; after which

the party goes home dancing and :houting.
Mr. Brayjconsiders it a relic of Druidism,
but, as it appesrs to ue, without any good.
reason. He also indulges in some need-
lessly profound speculations regarding the
meaning of the words used. ‘Arrack’ ap-
peirs to us as simply *Our nag,’ an Mea
very nearly corresponiling to ‘the Mare;’
and ‘we have'n’ seems to be merely ‘we
have him.’

In the evening of harvest-home, the sup-
per takes place in the barn, or some other
suitable place tke master and mistress
generally preriding. This feast is always
composed of substantial viands, with an
abundance of good ale, and human nature
insures that it should be a scene of intense
erjoyment. Some one, with better voice
than bis neighbors, leads off a song of
thanks to the host and hostess, in some-
thirg like the following ttrain:

Here's a health to our master,
The lord of the feast;

God bless his endeavo s,
And send him increase!

May prosper his crops, boys,
And we reap next year;

Here’s our master’s good health, boys,
Come, drink off your beer !

Now harvest is ended,
And summer is past;

Here's our mistress’s health, boys,
Come, drink a full glass.

For she’s a good woman,
Provides us good cheer;
Here’s your misstress’s good health, boys,

:}.‘l‘l‘n’l‘l‘l‘l‘
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en to actas ‘lord,’gocs out,putson a sort of
dieguise, anc cowes in agan, Crying ina
prolonged rote, Largess! He and tome
companiors then go about with a plate
gmovg the company, and collect & little
money with a vicw to further regalements
at the village ale-house. With these pro-
tracted usually to a late hour, the harvest
feast ends.

Such was formerly the method of con-
dacting the harvest fegst; and in scme in-
stances it is still conducted much in the
same manner, but there is a growing tend-
ency in the precent day, to abolish this
method and substitute in its p'ace a geceral
barvest festival for the whole pansh, to
which all the farmers are expzcted to con-
tribute, and wiich their laborers may free-
ly atterd. This festival is usually com-
mer.ced with a special cervice in tke eburch
followed by a dinner in a tent, orin tome
building sufficiently large, and continued
with rurs] sporis ; and sometimes iccluding
a tea-drinking for thc women.

T HAD NO FAITH”

But My Wife Persuaded Me to Try the
Great South American Rheumatic
Cure and My Agonizing Pain
Was Gone in 12 Hours,
and Gone for Good.

J. D. MclLecd of Leith, Oant., says: *I
have been a victim of rheumatism for seven
yesrs—confined to my bed for montbs at a
time ; unable to turn myselt. Have been
treated by many physicians wiihout any
benefit. 1 had no faith in rheumatic cures I
saw advertised, but my wife induced me to
get a bottle of South American Rhe umatic
Cure trom Mr. Taylor, druggist, in Owen
Sound. At that time I wasin agony with
pain. Inside of 12 hours after I had taken
the first dose the pain had left me. I con-
tinued until I had used three bottle, and I
now consider myself completely cured.”

QUAKER MARRIAGE CEREMONY.

e i

How Members of the Soclety of Friends Wed
Each Other,

A young man and woman in this city,
belonging to tke Society of Friends, who
bave certified their intention of marriage at
the City Hall, are having to undergo the
regular form which the eociety imposes by
waiting for the approval of the monthly
meeting befo: e they can be married. Tke
first stage in the prcececirgs is for them to
both sppear at the monthly meeting of the

society, which is the only time thatany
business is done, and make known their in-
tentiors. They both stand up hefore the
meeting, and the man says : ‘With Divice
permission and the Friends’ appropriation
I declers my intenticn to take this woman
(ard be calls her name) to be my wife,’
and then they sit down, But the eanction of
tke socisty for the marriage requires more
than this fcrmality. It is never granted un-
less both parties are Friends, and so if ore
of the young people is out of the fold they
have to be married without the formal ap-
proval of the society.

When ths approval is secured the couple
marry themselves. The ceremony is ap-
pointed by the society to take place at
some regular meeting, or else at one speci-
ally appointed. In the latter case it may
be at a house, whereany one of the society
has the right to be present. But the most
interesting ceremony is that which tekes
place in a regular assembly of the society
at the meeting house. Any one who has
been {0 a Quaker service knows the fashion
of the meeting house, with its bigh seats in
front, facing the rest of the meeting. The
elders usually sit there, but when a couple
of young people are going to gat married
they have to occupy this conspicuous place
and have to stand up bravely, without min-
ister or elder, and marry themselves.

An old Quaker minister who said ke had
geen six couples stand up in this way be-
fore the ccngr gation was asked why the
young people had to do it alone, and he
said that it was a matter that did n.t con-
cern an intermediate person, but rested be-
tween them:elves and God. Then he de-
scribed how the young man would stand

up in that high-perched place in the meet-
ing house along with his bride, and, taking
her hand, say: ‘In the presence of God
and this assembly, I take the, A. B. to be
my wite, promising to be unto thee an af-
fectionate and loving husband until the
band of the Lord by death shall separate
us.” The bride then speaks in a similar
fashion.

At the end of this ceremony a minister
prays or speaks, and then, when there is a
pause and the spirit moves no one else, the
meeting is adjourned, At the close of the
meeting the marriage certificate, which is

Come, drink off your beer!

In the north, there seem to have been

One of the rustic assemblage,being chos-

N\ Sound and
¥ Refreshing

S
\ isits the nursing
mother and her

\ . .
' made of parchment, is brought forward,

and any one can sign it. A special law
sanctions this marriage ceremony. The
c¢ocument, which amcunts to the legal
sanction of the marriage, 1s greatly prized
among the deecendants of Friends, so much
so that the children hive olten similar
marriage certificates made for themselves,
though they may bave been married out-
side ot the society.—Worcester (Mass.)
Gazette.

OLD WAR HORSE.

A Grand Army Man Crosses Swords With
Heart Disease and Wins a Glorious
Victory With the Aid of Dr.
Agnew’s Cure for the
Heart.

Dr. Agrew's Care for the Heart can not
be over estimated, says H. M. Muss:Iman,
a well known G, A. R. man of Weissport,
Pa., and he continues: ‘My ailments
were palpitation ¢nd flattering of the heart.
I uted two bottles of your valuable cure
and feel like a new man I have taken
bottles ¢f other medicines without help.
I introduced it to my friends at every op-
portunity postiple. 1t is a great medicina.
Inside ot 30 minutes after the first dose I
bad reliet.’

IF YOU WANT A WIFE

You Must Keep Your Eyes Open for a Warm
Bundle of Femliuninity,

The Rev. Charles H. Parkhurst, D. D.,
discusses ‘The Young Man and Marriage,’
in the Ladies’ Home Journal. ‘Marriage
to a certain degree,’ he says, ‘a young man
is to look upon from a utilitarien standpoint.
A good wife is so much capital. She
makes bim to be, by a kind of grace, a
grest deal more than he is by nature. She
confributes the qualities needed in order to
convert his vigor into a safe as well as
productive efficiency. She introduces, for
instance, into hisintellectual nature tbat in-
gredient of sentiment which intellect re-
quires in order to be able to do its best work
heart and brain need to conspire in order
to the attainment of the true, and without
carirg to assert that man is naturally heart-
lets, any more than I should wish to as-
sume that weman is by nature brain'ess,
yet heart in its way is just as precious as
brain in its way, and woman, so lorg as
she is untainted by the passion of wanting
to be a man, will be that member of tke
connubial corporation that will in particu-
lar to the capital stock its affectional

element.  Some women may resent this,
but I would hke to caution young men
againtt cherishing matrimonial designs
upon any woman who is likely to reseat it.
It what you want is & wife and not merely
8 housekeeper, you must keep your eye
well open for a warm bundle of femininity
that will Le to you in a personal way what
tke fire on the hearth is to youin a physical
way—a fund of tropical comfort that will
kcep the stiffness out ot your thinking, tke
frost out of your feeling, and the general
mackinery of your life in a condition of

A Ninety ton Bel),

The second bell in weight in the world,
1s that at Mingoon, in India, has lately
been raised from the ground and srranged
8o as to ring agaia after a lapse of nearly
a century. This bell weighs between
ninety and a hundred tors. It is surpassed
by the giant at Moscow iz weight, but the
latter has lott a large piece out of it, and
2s it is used as a chapel, cannot now be
rung. Ttere is, however, another bell at
Moscow, which is used, and is said to
weigh 1285 tons. The Mingoon bell is
twelve feet high and about eighteen feet in
diameter at the rim. The immense woode
en beams on which it formerly hung have
long since been broken down at the shackle.
It has recently been rehung on a steel

girder at a height ot twenty-five feet from
the ground. It is proposed to encase the
supportiag columns and girder with carved
tesk in a Burmase design, and then erect &
cupola over the whole structure. The
Pecking, which is the third largest in the
world that can still be used, weighs only
fifty-cight tons.

Grace Darling’s Monument,

London Sketch says: The monument in
Bamburgh churchyard, which was erected
to tke memory of Grace Darling, the sea-
heroine, so well known has lately been re-

stored. It isa striking monument, in the
form of a couch, upon which reclines the
figure of a young woman ; an oar is by he~
side, and with head raised and eyes tu
seaward, she appears to b2 keeping .a
over the scene of her now classic *deed " of
derring do.” A Gothic canopy is supported
over the figure by graceful oolumns.
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Fergus, April 6,1804
To Robert Phillips,

Druggist, Fergus.
This is to certify
that I have suffered from
iles for a long time and
ried several articles re-
commended for this com.
l;laint, but none of them
enefitted me till I tried
Chase’s Ointment, which
has completely cured me.
Mrs., JOHN GERRIE.
R. Phillips, jr., Druggist

. - Witness,
My six-year-old danghter, Bella,was afflicted
with eczema for 24 months, the princllnal seat of
eruption being behind her ears, I tried almost
every remedy I saw advertised, bought innums-
erable medicines and soai(m. and took the child
to medical specialists in skin diseases, but with-
out result, Finally, a week ago, I purchased a
box of Dr. Chase’s Ointment, and the first agsli-
eation showed the curative effect of the Remedy.
We have used only one-sixth of the box, but the
change is very marked ; the eruption has alldis-
appeared, and I can confidentl u} m*chﬂd is
cured, o (Signed) MAXWELL JOHNSTON,

112 Anne St., Toronto

Sold by all dealers, or on receipt of price, 60c.

pleasurable activity.’

“Address, EDMANSON, BATES & GJ., TORONTQ.
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