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WOMAN and HER WORK. 
The members of that well known li'erary 

institution, the Vagabond’s Club of London 
have paid a graceful ccmpliment to their 
fellow workeis of the opposite sex, in the 
dinner given late'y to distinguished literary 

1 dies. Dr. Cowan Doyle presided as 
chairman with Mr. Douglas Sladen, and 
Mr. Burgin as vice-chairman. One of the 
heppiest features of the entertainment was 
a charming speech by the ever popular 
author of Sherlock Homes, in which he re- 
marked thet literature has one profession 
in which men and women stcod on an ab- 
solute equality. When fiction in particular 
was contidered, he said, the great names 
that rose tc the lips were so many of them 
women's that no one could contest the 
position of the women writers. ‘Nor,” he 
he added ‘were they all alike.” One might 
be temped to speak of their grace, 
and their ctoothirg irfluence till 
one remembered the grim nightmare 
of ‘Wuthering Heights.” One might think 
of them as eonservative, till rebuked by 
remembering the many pleas put forth by 
women of late years for civil and religious 
liberty. Action was found in Ouida’s novels, 

and humor in those of Mary Wilkins and 
Rboda Broughton.” “But,” concluded 
the gifted speaker, ‘‘the competition was 
unfair ; for it was well known that a charm- 

ing heroice made a charming novel, and 
when a lady novelist desired to draw such 
a female character she had but to consult 
her own self to understand all about t, 
while a poor man could rely on notning 
more than memory, and imagination ! 

Is it any wonder that the literary ladies 
present were delighted and thought Dr. 
Doyle not only the most delightful, but 
the most clever of men? 
Amongst the guests at the chairman's 

table were “Helen Mathers’—Miss 
Mathilde Blind, Mrs. Flora Annie Steel— 
the Indian novelist—*‘George Egerton” — 
Mr:. Clairmont—Mrs. Andrew Dean, 
“Annie Sevan” and ‘‘Florence Fenwick- 
Miller, all of whom replied to the toast of 
‘‘our guests.” 

With reference to my remarks of last 
week regarding the wreck of the “Drum- 
mond Castle” I cee that all England seems 
striving to express the gratitude her people 
fael, to the gentle Bretons for the pious 

care bestowed upon England's dead at the 
time of the wreck. Not only has the 
Archbishop of Canterbury written them a 
letter of thanks, but the members of the 
House of Commons have virtually record- 
ed a vote of thanks to them, by bringing 
the matter up in tke House, ard causing 
their action to be circulated in the news- 
papers of Brest, but the Queen has tele- 

graphed her gratitude, and M. M. Sabat 
and Pelle, French journalists of some dis- 
tinction bave had ten thcnsand copies of 

the telegram printed, and distributed 
amongst the inhabitants of the different 

islands. 
1 feel sure these humble folk must feel 
deeply gratified by the prompt recognition 
which bas been accorded to what was in 
their eyes, I have no doubt, but the 

simplest and most spontaneous of christian 
duties. But these geod people are very 
poor, and I hope most sincerely that it 
will not be Jong before we hear that the 
gratitude of our Mother country has teken 

a tangible form. I do not imagine fora 
moment that these poor people are looking 
for any pecuniary reward, but in tkeir cir- 
cumstances it could not be otherwise than 

welcome. 
An inexpressibly touching feature of the 

funeral service, and one which will appeal 
to the hearts of all mothers, was the tend- 
erness with which the body of little Alice 
Reed, tte youngest of the victims, was 
bornto the grave. In tke rad funeral 
procession to the churchyard of Natuant 
the little ccffin, in come way they managed 

to procure a coffin for her in spite of the 
scarcity of wood—was carried in turn by 
the mothers of tke village preceded by a 
little Breton girl carrying a beautiful 

th of flowers. 
The pathetic scene has already formed 

the subject of a very beautiful pain‘ing by 
an English artist” Mr. Forestier entitled 
“One Touch of Nature.” 

The sofa curshion craze which seemed to 
be undergoing a period of eclipse for the 
past year or two, has revived wonderfully 
of late and bids fair to take a new lcase 
of life, though under somewhat changed 
conditions. When the collecting of sofa 
cushions first became a recognized pursuit 
amgngst those who could afford to indulge 
in a hobby ; it was almost entirely confined 
to the gentler sex, and its object was the 
acqu:sition of the greatest possible numter 
of cushions in the most artistic, and beauti- 

ful designs, and the most varied sizes, 
shapes and materials the more expensive, 
of course, the better. A dozen cushions 
was considered a respectable collection and 
the matron or maid whose sofa was over- 
burdened with a dozen and a half, no two 

of which were alike, though all pretty, and 
harmonized, or contrasted prettily with the 

rest of the furniture, felt that she was al- 

most in a position to dety competition. 

But now all this is changed, and very 

Little of the original fad remains—except 

the cushions—In the first place the num- 

ber of cushions required to form a collee- 

tion, bas increased to such an extent that 
a sofa, or even two sofas proved uncqual 
to the task cf supporting the burden, and 
therefore the luxurious if rather cumber- 
some divan came into exittence aud became 

a feature of every properly constituted 
drawing rocm. The larger the divan the 
more cush’ons it held, and therefore in the 
arxiety to supply the new demand beaufy 
design became sutservient to originality 

¢nd the odder the cushion, no matter bow 

ugly it waz, the more it was prized. 

Stranger still, the fashionable bachelor 

took up the hobby and become quite as eager 
in his search for comething rew in cushions 
as his femirice rival, and no more accept: 
able Christmas or birthday present cou'd 
be found for him than a sofa custion of 
some new and strange variety. In fact, so 
firm a hold tas this hobby taken upon the 
jeunnesse d’orce of the day, that a recent 
magezire article mentions one young New 
Yorker of fashion whose sitting room divan 
displays no less than thirly cuchions, all ot 

white silk, but each bearing a different 
device. One eet of these is a sort of 
memento of bis college career, the first 
bearing only the name of his Alma mater— 
‘Columbia’ worked in pale blue, the 
second the diamond shaped pin of a 
Greek society in black and gold, 

and the third a cunningly worked 
sheet of music, a memento of the college 

glee club. Other cushions commemora'e 
diff :rent incidents in his career, from the 
device of a regiment to which he once be- 
longed to the relic of some especially kind 

and unfortunate love affair, represented by 
a shattered heart. 

Curizusly enough these trophies are not 
all the gifts of fair friends, designed and 

worked for sheer love of the recipient a 
few are : but the great majority are made 
to order and Lonestly paid for in current 

coin. 

A romaoctic. but rather morbidly im- 
agicative young widower rejoices in the 
possession of a divan of black velvet on 
which repose a set of six custions made 
out of the dresses of his departed wile. 
It must be painfully suggestive of a bier, 
to bis friends but doubtless the contempla- 
tion of it is a comfort to him, and serves 
in Sp. inexplicable manner to lighten his 
grief. 
The autograph cushion is a distinctively 

feminine fancy snd though far from being 
either artistic or beautiful it is rather new, 

which is ample reason for its existence. In 
the first stag2 of its existence it consists 
merely of a square of smcoth surfaced 
canyas, upon which the owner's dearest 

friends are requested to wri‘e a few words 
in pencil, a sentiment, a quotation, & 
motto—with their names attached, even a 

sketch will do, or a hieroglyphic, and these 
tender or commonplace sentiments are 
straightway embalmed in dainty embroidery 
of silk, by the proprietor of the canvas. 
When it is full and a marvellous object it 

is, the cushion is ready to be made up, and 

form en ornament, or a disfigurement, just 

as one thinks, to her drawing room. 
At the same time the mitrons and maids 

who love pretty things but do not go in 
for feds, contiuue to make four or five big 
filled cushions out of the prettiest sateen 

they can find, pile them carelessly on their 
divans and repose comfortably upon them 
in blissful disregard of the fact that they 
are neither original nor startling and con- 
tain no ‘life history.” 

I do not know whether all fashion 
writers feel the same dislike to describing 
mourning garments that I do, but some- 
times I think they must, else the descrip- 
tions of mourning costumes would not be 
so few, end so meager ay they are even in 
the best fashion journals. 

It seems strange that tkis want should 
be so apparent considering that so many 
people sre left in the world wko still be- 
lieve in showing their griet for lost friends, 

in rome outward way es well as by *‘wear- 
ing the heart in mourning,” while tte out- 
ward attire remains the same as usual. 
However, the etiquette of mourring varies 

so little that the subject should not be a 
hard one to deal with, so they have not 
much excuse for shirking it as they do. 
One of the greatest changes which has 
taken plece in mourning apparel dur- 
ing the last year, is the modifi- 
cation of the mourning veil. The exag- 

gerated length of crape reaching to the 

hem of the dress, which was once affected 

by those who mourned eitter for a parent, 

a child, are no longer seen, being replaced 
by a drapery which extends only to the 
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[ waist lice ac the outside, and very often 

but little below the shoulder. A widow's 

viel may be a little deeper and sometimes 

reaches to the knee, but the shorter ones 

meet with more approval, and instead of 

the heavy and unhealthy crape, or the 

scarcely less cumbersome nun's veiling of 

past years, the very lightest of materials 

are chosen for summer wear. 

A raiher thick quality of silk muslin with 

a ¢u'l finish is one material much used by 

widows. Arother favorite texture is a 

soft silk canvas of unusual fineness, and 

lightness of weight, which 1s scarcely thick- 

er than the muslin. Both of these mater- 

1als are msde up with a hem-sticked border 

an inch and a halt deep, or a hem the same 

depth of English crape. The square of 

nun’s veiling once so fashionable, may still 

be purchased and being less in demand, they 

are much less expentive than formerly. 

It seems to be a well established rule 

that all bonnets a-companying long veils 

shall be small and c'ose fitting, and except 

a facing of either crape, or the vail material 

no trimming is used, the veil completely 

covering the rast of the bonnet. 

For widows who bave passed their youth 

the veil is arranged in the simplest and 

plainest manner. One square end is taken 

divided equally in the middle and then 

drawn over the bonnet crown in flat, close 

plaits, these are pinned down at the sides 
with either pins, or plain slide brooches of 
dull jet. Young widows have the veil drap- 

ed more elaborately, but after the first few 

weeks of mourr ing the veil is not allowed to 

bang over the face, the custom having been 
pronounced a most unhealthy one, by all 
physicians. After the first year has passed 

the long veil 1s usually discarded, and one of 

Brussels net edged with a fold of crape, 

substituted. The narrow ruche of white 

bordering the front of a widow's bonnet is 
no longer considered in the best torm for 

young women, though elderly widows still 
cling to it. The white border is supposed 
to attract more attention to a young and 

attractive widow than 1s pleasant, so it 
has been discarded. Elderly widows wear 
deep white cuffs and collars of hemstitched 

white lawn, with their deepest mourning. 

For first mourning, cashmere, henrietta 

cloth, and nun’s.veilinZ are still the chosen 

materials, with dull silks for trimming after 
the crape bas been laid aside, or by those 
who corsider (rape unhealthy. Foulard 

silks, and dull lustreless serges follow, 

when tke mourning is being lightened a 
little, while for church, and very best, 
when the wearer is beginning to go out a 
little a charming new material is the dull 
silk greradine, which, with etamines, and 
canvases are most suitable materials for 

summer wear. These fabrics may also be 
worn even for the deepest mourning, as 
well as the lightest, and they are trimmed 

either with folds of the material or bands of 
English crape. All trimmings should be 
dull and lustreless, no cut jet, or glossy 

silk being admissble. 
For second mourning none of the shades 

of violet or lavender are permitted now, 

all these colors having become so fashion- 

able for ordinary attire that no mourning 

significance attaches to them any longer. 

Black and wtite for both dress and hat is 

the only combiration allowed for second 

mourning. 
English (rape is more fashionable than 

ever for trimming handsome first mouraing 

costumes, and sometimes almost half tke 

dress is composed of it. 
A handsome first mourning dress is of 

Henrietta cloth with the skirt trimmed from 

waist to hem with gore-shaped bands of 

crape. The bodice is largely composed of 

crape and has wide cape-like epaulets over 

tke rather small sleeves. 
A preity dress for second mourning is of 

silk canvas acd black and wlite striped 

taffatasilk. The silk forms the sleeves, 

and the plain bodice over which is a sort of 

low necked sleeveless guimpe in blouse 

shape, of the canvas. The shirt is plain, 

made loose from the foundation and slashed 

at the hips to a lining of the striped silk. 
For the hottest weather dresses of pure 

white with black {rimmings are permitted 

even in the deepest mourning; lovely 

gowns of mull and pure white batiste, with 

the skirts bordered only with a deep hem, 

or three deep tucks are made for mid- 

summer wear; no frill or flounce of any 

kind is permitted with these white mourn- 

ing dresses, their absolute plainness, and 

the black ribbon stock collar and belt worn 

with these, forming the tole line of demar- 

cation between mourning and festivity. 
ASTRA. 

Time to Cell a Halt 

Guest (facetious) —‘‘The cheese seems 
to be active, it has already reached the 
for end of the table.” 

stop the Host (startled)—*‘Waiter, 
cheese.” 
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PICTURES FOR 

SUNLIGHT SOA 
WRAPPERS. 

A Pretty Colored Picture for every 12 “SUNLIGHT” or every 6 
“LIFEBUOY” Soap wrap 

well worth getting. 

LEVER BROS. Ltd., *’:8%o~ro. 
N. D. HOOPER, St, John, N, B., Agent for New Brunswick. 

. These Pictures are 
Address 

Scott Street, 

00200000 
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We Study the Foot.......... 
And the result is a perfect 
imply. 

We also make a study of prices, and beyond a 
doubt the Lowest Prices being quoted in St. John for 
GOOD SHOES is at our store, 

0 

Its a situation, not a theory, that confronts you 

in the Shoe question, and the situation can’t be made 

too pleasant for what's inside of your shoes. 

fit with all that the words 

61 king and 212 Union St. 

WATERBURY & RISING, 20
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HIS NERVE WAS THERE. 

This sort of Centipede Was Harmlesg, but 

He Didn't Know It, 

The Hawaiian Islands are almost as 
well off as Ireland. St Patrick drove all 
the venomous inrects and reptiles out of 
the green isle, but the Hawaiians claim 
that the reptiles and insects left on Mr. 
Dole's domain are in ro sense of the word 
poisonous. 

People who have particular dealings with 
venomous insects imported from the islands 
make the same claim. A local fruit im- 
porter said yesterday : 

“Very frequently we receive consign- 

ments of bananas and pineapples packed 
in dried grass and leaves, In taking the 
fruit from the bozes it is not uncommon to 
find a big centipede crawling along the 
stalk between the bananas, doing his best 

to get used to the California climate. 
“Tuesday afternoon I was opening a 

box of bananas and pushed my band 
through the staw to getat the stalk. I 
felt around for a few teconds and thought 

I could feel something moving around on 

the back of my hand. I bad often heard 

of the pretence of centipeces in fruit ship- 

ments, so I carefully withdrew my hand, 

so as to make as little commotion as pos- 

sible. Imigine my surprise and alarm 

to see a five-inch centipede slowly 

crawling up my arm. I was about 

to strike it when a fruit packer, 

standirg near by, warned me to make no 
attempt to get rid of it, but to let it crawl 
off at its leisure. I had forgotten the fact 
that they were not poisonous, and 1 know 
I get as white rs a sheet, bel'eving every 
moment that it would siok its claws into me 
and send i's powerful poison through my 
blood. 
«I looked at it with fear and trembling, 

but did not dare to move a muscle. It 
lit:ed its head and seemed perfectly satis- 
fied to remain where it was. I could hard- 
ly restrain myself from making a quick 
motion and shaking it off, but my compen. 

ion warned me again and agein to keep 
quiet. All I could feel was a tickling sen- 
sation. The tickling increased, and [ was 
almost ready to faint with suppressed ex- 
citement. Finally the centipede looked up 
at my sleeve and slowly made for it, mov- 
ing all tke legs in unison. The sensation 
by this time was uubearable and I feared I 
would be unable to remain calm until the 
thing got entirely off. My flesh seemed to 
shrink away as the horrible creature 
proceeded, but in a few more seconds, 
every one of which seemed an hour, it had 
settled itself comfortably on the fabric of 
my clothing, and with a motion quicker 
than I was ever known to make betore I 
routed it with a stick and sat down, per- 
spiring from head to foot. It was the most 
thrilling experience 1 ever figured in, and 
it made me sick the rest of the day. 
“My companion began to laugh as 

though he would die of merriment, but I 
saw nothing particularly humorous in the 
situation. 
““You are crazy’ he said, ‘to get 

frightened over a little thing like that. Do 
you not know that Hawaiian centipedes 
are not poisonous? I told you to keep 
quiet just to see how long your nerve 
would last. If the thing sunk every 
claw into your flesh it would have only 
caused a little swelling and nothing more. 
I have had several ot them strike me, and 
apply a little ammonia or salt water, and 
cure it up in baltan hour.” "—San Fran- 
cicco Call. 

NOISE OF RAILROAD TRAINS. 

German Has Devised a Method for Prevent~ 

fog It. 

A German engineer bas devised a method 
for preventing the noise made by trains in 
passing over iron bridges that may come 
in for consideration. He puts a decking 

of one and a quarter-inch planks between 
tke cross girders, resting on three-inch 
timbers laid on the bottom flanges. 
On the p'anks a double layer of telt is 

laid, which is fixed to the vertical web of 
the cross girder. At the connection with 
the girder a timber-covered joint is placed 
on felt, and the whole is bolted to the bot- 

tom flange. Four inches of slack gravel 
cover the decking, which is sloped toward 
the center of the bridge for drainage pur- 
poses. 
A layer of felt is laid between the tim- 

bers and the planks they rest on, and the 
iron work in contact with decking and bal. 
last is aspbalt. 

This method is fcund very satisfactory in 
reducing the noise of passing trains, and it 
is to be hoped that its principle will soon 
be largely adopted in this country. Already 
the fact that some consideration is due to 
one’s neighbors in the matter of piano 
practice end oth<r domestic noises is be- 
coming recognized, and quite a trade has 
sprung up &n the ‘dea‘ening’ materials. 

Of these, probably the most in request 
is mineral wood, a layer of which is placed 
under tte floor, in the walls, and over the 
ceiling if need be. Ina room thus sur- 
rounded the mest rabid musician can do 
his worst without interfering in the least 
with the peace of mind of the rest of the 
inmates of the kouse. 

Another easily-handled material which 
forms an ¢{fzctual dam for the vibration of 
scund waves, and which is not open to the 
objection which mineral would presents, of 
turning powdery, is a quilt composed of 
long, flat blades of sea grass, which cross 
each other at every angle, forming innum- 
erable air space), which give almost perfect 
conditions for ocutllning both heat and 
sound.—Baltimore American. 

“ HEALTH 
=—FOR THE== 

fo Mother Sex.” 
This caption, 

=» _/[ “ Health for the 
Se. Mother Sex,” is of 

™ such immense and 
#44 pressing import 
a9) ance that it has of 

necessity become 
the banner cry of 
the age. 

Women who have been pros- 
trated for long years with Pro- 
lapsus Uteri, and illnesses following 
in its train, need no longer stop in 
the ranks of the suffering. Miles’ 
(Can.) Vegetable Compound does 
not perform a useless surgical oper- 
ation, but it does a far more reasons 
able service. 

It strengthens the muscles of the 
Uterus, and thus lifts that organ 
into its proper and original position, 
and by relieving the strain cures the 
pain Women who live in constant 
dread of PAIN, recurring at REGU- 
LAR PERIODS, may be enabled to 
pass that stage without a single un- 
pleasant sensation. 
Four tablespoon fuls of Miles’ (Can). 

Vegetable Compound taken per day 
for (3) three days before the period 
will render the utmost ease and com- 
fort. 

For sale by all druggists. 
Prepared by the 
A. M. C. MEDICINE CO.,, 

136 St. Lawrence Main St., 

Price 75 cents, Montreal, 
Letters from suffering women will 

be opened and answered by a confi 
dential lady clerk if addressed as 
above and marked Personal. 
Please mention this paper when writ- 
ing. Sold bv all druggists. 

Miss Jessie Campbell Whitlock 
TEACHER OF PIANOFORTE, 
ST. STEPHEN, N. B. 

The * Leschetizky Method”; also * Synthetic 
System,” for beginners. 
Apply at the residence of 
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The Manufacturers of the Victoria Crochet = 
Thread, fully appreciating the tact that a large = 

= amount of their thread is being used in Canada = 
E ard hoping for an increase of same, offer One = 
= Hundred Dollars $(100,00) in premiums (as = 

elow). Lady returning the largest number o! = 
£ spool labels $20.00, lady returning next lareest 
= namber $17.50 $15,00 $12 50, $10.00, &7 50, 
= $5.00 $2.50 $2.00, next eight ladies, each $1 00. 
= The spool must be used between May 1s¢., 1896 
= and Jan. 1st., 1897 and labels sent to R. Hevder 
Z son & Co., Montreal, P. Q., not later than Jan. = 
= 1st, 1597. If your dealer does not keep this line = 
= of goods send eight cen’s in stamps to R. Hend. 
£ erson & Co., Montreal, P. Q, and they will 
= provide you a sample spool. 
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BLANC-MANGE | 
“e 

MADE WITH 

BENSON'S 
CANADA 

PREPARED 

Is an exquisite dish for 
the table and invaluable 

for invalids. 

RECIPE. 
BLANC-MANGE, 

Four or five tablespoonsful of Pre- 
pared Corn to one quart of milk ; dis- 
solve the Prepared Corn in some of the 
milk ; heat the remainder of the milk, 
and when boiling add the dissolved 
Prepared Corn; boil fifteen minutes, 
flavor to taste, and allow it tocool in a 
mould. Serve with milk and jelly or 
milk and sugar. 

The Edwardsburg Starch Co., Ltd. 

WORKS: CARDINAL, ONT. 
OFFICES: MONTREAL, P.Q. 

Millinery, 

Dress Making. 

Mrs J. J. McDonald’s 

ESTABLISHMENT, 

MONCTON, N. B, 

-_— 2p Sand the latest Parisian styles and new. 

Dressmaking cone in all up to date fashions. 
Re og under he don, Agianeed supers 

vision an: work guaran . ite - 
ticulars and prices. - a 

os 

Beef, 
Ham, Bacon and Lard, 

Turkeys, Chickens and Fowls 
Vegetables. 

THOMAS DEAN. 

LAMB, 
MUTTON, 
VEAL, 

13 and) Cily;Market, 


