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THE LIBRARY SCHEME.

I8 NOT MAKING THE PROGRESS
THAT SHOULD BE EXPECIED.

Some of the Reasons Given for the Want
ot Interest Taken— the Tactics Employed
in Taking the Management of the Old
Library Away From Those ia Authority.

The public library projzct is not making
that progress that would be expected in &
city euch as this and there may be various
causes advanced why tuch is the case.
(e reason given by a prominent citizen
is the facility with which laws may be pass-
ed expropriating property, or ideas, it the
term is allowed and not only frustrating
the intentions of donors to a philanthropic
or benevolent enterprise but interfering
with business as well. A few days since
this library project was discussed by a
number of prominent citizens and one
advanced as his reason for not aiding the
new project the peculiar tactics employed
1n seizing the oid library and taking it and
its management away from the men most
prominent in its establishment.

The history ot the case, as he d:tailed
it is as follows:

In 1879 after the disatrous consequences
ot the great fire bad been fully understood,
the following citizeas decided that a library
was a necessity.

S. Z. Earle, M. D. Mayor of the City of
St. John, N. B.

James Domville, Henry Daffell, Chas.
Emerson, H. A. Glasgow, J. H. Allan, S.
B. Brittain. Aldermen of the City ot St.
John. N. B.

James Adams, Wm. Peters, Harris
Allan, William Riinnie, T. B. Hannington,
G. H. Martin. Councillors of the City ot
St. John, N. B.

Hon. W. J. Ritchie, Chief Justice ot the
Supreme Court of Canada.

Hon. R. D. Wilmot, Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of New Brunswick.

Hon. Sir S. L. Tilley, Minister Finance,
Canada.

J. W. Domvills, Major-General, Royal
Artillery.

Hon. John Boyd, Senator, Canada.

James Domville, M. P., Dominion of
Canada.

Hon. Robert Marshall, M. P. P., Mem-
ber Legislative Council.

David McLellan, M. P. P., Provincial
Legislature.

Daniel & Boyd, Hall & Fairweather, J.
& W. F. Harrison, Geo. Fleming & Son,
Jobn McMillan, Thomas Furlong, Mer-
chants of St. John, N. B.

They consequently issued a circular and
sent it to}all parts of the civilized globe,
where there was a library, or a govern-
ment that would be orevailed on to aid
them with books, or state papers. James
J. Woodland, then secretary for Col.
Domville, M. P. had charge of the work
of communicating with the Vancouver

goverL ment.

The Bristish government responded
with a grant of £250, books
to that valve to be selected by

Genera! Donville, father of the Colonel,
and the late William Elder, M. P. P. The
society for the Propogation of the Gospel
responded with a grant of £50, and books
and donations were received as free
gifts from the United States govern-
ment, Her Majasty's Treasury offices, East
India government, U. S. Army, P. O. De-
partment, U. S , Religious Tract society,
Marcus Ward & Co., Smithsonian [nstitu-
tion, British Museum, Maine Historical
Society, Massachusetts Historical Society,
Shakers’ Society, American Academy, Arts
and Science, New York State Library,
:an & Co., State Library, ‘Lansing,”
Shakers’ Society (Shirly Village,) William
L. Leggo, Rev. W. 1lill, Shakers’ Society,
(Albany Co.,) House of Commons Library
J. B. Plumb. M. P., and many others.
Hon. Mr. Elder referred to the matter as
follows : ‘‘Ssveral spasmodic attempts
have been made by the press, and by
private individuals, to providea free public
library for St. Jobn, but without success.
The destruction of books and libraries in
the great fire of the 20th of June, 1877,
was so great and so widespread thac the
want of the library is now felt more keenly
than ever before. It was stated on the
street, yesterday, that Ald. Domville, M.
P., was about to expend a portion of his
unexhausted energy in solicitiug copies of
books from authors and publishers in
Europs, the United States and the Domin-
ion, with a view to provide such library. We
have no doubt that the appeal would be
bandsomely responded to, and that if Mr.
Domviile takes up the matter, and
“keeps at it” it can be made a success.

Several of our citizens would aid.
The Common Council would, no
doubt, be willing to provide a room for
the library, and the fund raised by the citi-
zens should go towards paying a librarian
and assistant to manage it.

The library became a fact and the
committee created a perpetual deed
of trust and bhad it recorded con-
veying the library into the hands of
trustee, two of whom were Mr. W.F.
Hatheway and Collector Ruel.

It was conclud:d by the city council
that the rate payers should pay a grant of
$600 to the new enterprise. Matters were
progressing at a satistactory rate and the
promise wasgood for a library of more
than modest proportions when steps were
taken to rob those who hid done the
work of that honor that should have been
theirs.

Thz government of Mr. King now Judge
King paseed the “‘libraries act,” conveying
from th: trustees tha work of years breaking
the trust deed, and placing the trusteeship
in the hands ot those who had very little
interest in the formation of the institution.

An entry was made but the matter
could not be charged and the men decided
that it was not always safe to invest money
on an enterprise in proj:ct while the gov-
ernment could so easily rafile them away.

In this msy be teen one reason why
public men are slow in coming to the sup-
port of the new library. There should be
some arrangement made that those who
aid the enterprise may not be legislated
againit—then the citiz ns will readily aid
the erection of a new library building.

THE ALDERMAN’S JOKE.

He Spoke Figuratively but the Man Had a
Jag Just the Same,

There is a certain member of the city
council who is noted for his formal nature
and unsmiling mein, and one of the city
legends says that the faintest tinge of a
smile was never known to cross his melan-
choly countenance, He is however a very
popular alderman among his fellows and
the fact that last election he was returned
with a bigger majority than ever befcre
proves thet he is extremely popular
with the citizens as well. A few days ago
he made what his fellow aldermen declare
to be his only joke and he enjoyed it too
for rumor has it that he chuckled and was
even seen to smile eoftly to himselt. The
circumstances surrouuding the joke are
rather funny particularly as the laugh is on
a city official whose duties are generally
supposed to consist of holding up the
corner of the City Hall and drawing
his salary. His bump of importance has
however not been dimmished any by his
lack of employment for he still considers
himself the hardest worked man on the
staff. Not long ago he went on a good time
with some friends and as he has not a very
large capacity for holding ardent liquors he
was soon seeing double.

Even in his betogged condition his sense
of importance did not leave him and he
dragged himself in the direction of the
City Hall; there to stand on the corner and
leer at passers-by. He arrived at his des-
tination in safety but had not the strength
to stand up so he coutentedly stretched
himself out in the vestibule sate from the
prying public gaze.

Just as he got nicely ensconced on the
tiled floor, the grim-visaged alderman
cawe in. The sight of the man on the
floor brought a funt smile to his lips and
he hastened up stairs. Meeting another city
father he said ¢ Where is the ambulance
kept and how can I get it?” The alderman
questioned returned the necessary informa-
tion and asked ¢ Why what’s the matter ?”
Oh there’'s a man lying down in the hall
who appears to be ** paralyzed” said he of
the grave countenance. The ambulance
was telephoned for by the other alderman,
who happended to go down stairs a minute
after, and saw what the trouble was. The
call was at once cancelled but the alder-
man had his little joke just the same.

Captafa Wiggan and His 8. 8, Work.

Havrirax, Febraary 18.—Captain Wig-
gan, of the Royal B:rks regiment, who
was removed from the superintendency of
the Garrison Church Sunday school by
General Montgomery-Moore, because the
General did not approve of the officer’s
methods and views, is now enjoying the
work of a teacher in St. Paul's
Sunday school, where he will have
the cordial support of Rev. Dyson Hague,
the rector, and of all in the congregation,
and where he will not be hampered by any
restrictions, such as can be exercised by

an official like the officer commanding the
forces in Canada. There is no greater en-
thusiast in Sunday school work than Cap-
tain Wiggan, who is quite the equal in this
matter ot kis friend, Captain Winn, R. .

HIS ABBREVIATED GARMENTS.

A St.John Man Finds Himegelf in a Dilemma
But Comes Out all Right,

There is a young man in this city who,
like all other youths, enjoys a good time as
well as any one. 1t was with great delight
therefore that he accepted an invitation toa
dance lately,and in order that his enjoyment
ot the occasion shou'd be the more complete
he invited two young lady friends to attend
the terpsichorean function. The ladies
¢qually appreciative of the dance readily
gave a favorable response to his request.
The young man was delighted and began
with some little leisure to make his pre-
parations for the eventful evening. It
proved to be much more eventful in fact
than at this period he had any idea
of. In this proc2ss ol preparation,
he sent a pair of his best trousers
to a tailor to be pressed and renovated.
Further thought prompted him to send bis
best dress shirt to be laundried. KEvery-
thing was going along all right. He had
seen the ladies again—and arrangements
were duly made as to the hour he would
call for them in order to accompany them
to the dance. The eventful evening at
length arrived and at an hour somewhat
later than he expected he found the tailor
had not sent home his trousers as he bhad
promised. This was alarming. The
tailor had gone home from his shop at
this time; and a messenger was immedi-
etely despatched to his residence with in-
structions also to call at the laundry for the
shirt which by some mistake or oth2r had
not been sent home either. The young
man waited the messenger with all the
patience possible but with & large amount
of inward bitterness. Time was flying and
still the messenger returned not. It would
not do to disappoint the ladies. Some plan
must be devised whereby he could escort
them as he had engaged to do.

Now this young man in point of clever-
ness is seeond to few in the city, and
full of resource as well. ' A happy thought
struck him. There was yet time so with
admirable courage and nerve, he put his
coat on over an ordinary suitand with
ulster buttoned up close around him he
prasented himself at the homs of the ladies
in readiness to aecompauy them. The
trio wended their way to the scene of
the festivities, the young ladies never
doubting but that their companion had
his dressy euit on under the ulster.
Having discharged his escort du'y
so successfully this resourceiul man
hastened home to fin1 that his tardy
messenger had returned bringing with him
two parcels, one of which, he found con-
tained the shirt, and the other a pair of
pants. The latter he promptly donned
only to find them about four inches too
short. The tailor had sent home the wrong
pants.

The yoang man,—who laughingly tells
the story himself thinking it too good to
keep—managed however to get to the
dance after all and enjoyed himself to the
utmost, the enjoymenf being perbaps the
more because of his trials of the early
evening.

17T I8 A WICKED CITY

If the Statements of Some of the Clvie Qf-
ficials are to be Believed.

Havrmrax, Feb. I8.—At a public meet-
ing on Monday night when citizens were
given the right to address chairman
Mec' lure and his committee of temperance
men from the house of assembly on pro-
posed amendments to the liquor license
act an alderman, one of the candidates for
the mayoralty at the forthcoming eleetions
made a rather strange statement. He was
getting in his work on inspector Banks and
the police, and he said that there are 67 un-
icensed places on Brunswick and Albe

this city. He also is reported to have
made the still more striking assertion that
tbhera are 365 bad houses in this good city
of Halifax. When the candidate for ma-
joralty honors was asked what he had done
to give success to such a state ot affairs
he replied that he was not elected to act as
an informer, but he went on to show that
he had done all he could to expose
what he found to be wrong. The
alderman surely over draws the op-
portunities for evil that exist in this city,
or is it that his knowledge of the bad is so
out of proportion to what he knows of the
good that : peaks hastily and without due
consideration. Whatever may be the fact
in this regard there is no doubt that the
above is the way the alderman sizes up

Halitax.

METIN DEADLY COMBAT,

BUT THE DUEL WAS DECLARED
OFF THROUGH ILLNESS.

One of the Principals Fainted a. the Begin-
ning of the Mill and Now They Will Fight
it out Affer the Sick Man Recovers His
Health— O her Matters.

There is a certain girl in the West End
who has been the innocent cause of a lot of
trouble to a coup'e of North Ead lads dur-
ing the past week. Oae of the young
men is employed in a N. E. barber shop,
while the other lives on Adelaide Road and
clerks in a city dry goods store. Both
have been in the babit of sattending the
Carleton skating rink where they have en-
joyed a number of bands with the girlin
question and up to a tew days ago each of
them thought that he stood first in her
affections. A faw evenings ago, however,
one of them engaged a certain band with
the young lady for th: following evening,
which happened to be band night. The
barber was th: lucky man so next evening
he got away from work a little earlier than
usual and hied bim to Carleton rink where
he expected to fiad his inamorita impat-
iently awaiting bim. His hopes were
not realiz:d however for one of
the first things he saw when he ar-
rived on the ice was his charmer enjoy-
ing a skate with another North Ender.
He waited impatisntly for his band, with
disappointment and am:z>ment stamped
on every feature. It came and he at once
ventured to remind the fair one of her en-
gagement only to meet with a second re-
buff at her bands. In the most innocent
manner imaginable sh2 told him that she
had thought he was not coming so bad given
his band to ano‘her and more fortunate man.
He inquired the name of his rival and was
greatly surprised to find that it was the
dry good clerk whom he saw in her com-
pany on a previous occasion during the
season. That was the last straw and
thoroughly enraged and disgusted he left
the ice vowing eternal vengeance upon
whom he termed the meddler. Two days
after the measurer of tape received a
letter from the angry tonsor who alleged
that he had been grossly insulted at
the hands of the clerk acd threathening to
get satisfaction by physical force if an
apology was not forthcoming. No [notice
was taken of the letter and the barber next
called in persons to enforce his demands.
He did not get any satizfaction out of the
interview, but so annoyed the clerk that the
latter agreed to fight him and settle the
matter. A mill was arranged to come
off at a club i the city, and, attended
by numerous friends, both parties
put in an appearance at the stipu-
lated time. - The harber looked very pale,
however, and while preparations for the go
were being made he fainted. The usual
restoratives were used and he foon came
back to consciousness but declared he was
too sick to fight. He however promised
to meet his opponent as soon as his health
would allow so the affair was called off.
The friends of the dry goods clerk now
say that the barber will take
good care not to recover suflizently to
enter the ring, believing discretion the
better part of valor. Meanwhile the dry
goods clerk is a regular attendant at the
Carleton Rink and still continues his at-
tentions to the girl.

They All Had & Good Time,

Those members of the Licensed Vict-
uallers Association who patronized the
drive to th2 Ben Lomond House on Wed-
nesday could not fail to enjoy the pleasant-
ness of theevent and the best of good
times. Colwell’s big sleigh took the
most of the party but a number
found their .way out during the
afternoon in their own teams. The sport
on the ice was of a peculiar nature—rolling
skating—and was provocative of much laugh
ter and enjoyment. Then the supper was
of a bountitul nature well cooked and splen-
didly served. Mine host Barker must be
congratulated uponthe way he entertained
the crowd. There were speeches and songs,
music and merriment and when the sleigh
left tor the city, the committee could be con-
gratulated upon the fact that nothing had
occurred to mar the enjoyment of the day’s

outing. Many of those who went in priv-
ate teams had an opportunity of being en-
tertained at the old Allandale house of
which Mr. Rowley is proprietor,and enjoy-
ing its pleasant hospitality.

Her Marriage Joys a Myth,
Havrirax, February 17.—When a man
finds a woman silly enough to marry bim

because he points a revolver at her,people

need not expect much matrimonial telicity.
It was such means that a North-end black-
smith took a couple of mouths ago to in-
duce a young woman to consent to wed
him. Now she is seeking the good offices
of the S. P. C. to protect her from what she
charges 18 his ill-usuage. The marriage
took place in the house of a friend; the
license was regular and the mimster was
O. K. He had a ring too, but tte o‘her
day the poor wife bad an appli ation for it
trom a kind h:arted woman wio sail that
she had merely loaned it that the wedding
ceremony might proceed. The S. P. C,
ia trying to make prace but one wou'd
think it rather diffi:ult work with such
material.

RESERVED FOR THE D ——.

A Funny Incident that Occurred in a Hali.
fax Chuarch Lately.

Havvax, Feb. 17.— A tew p2ople in
G rafton street methodist church are talk-
ing of a rather tunny incident that occurred
ia the school room of that church on a
recent occasion. Tne Sunday school
children were giving an eniertainment
under the management of Dr. Woodbury,
an earnest church worker and successful
member of the dental profession. The room
was crowded so that all tke scats were occu-
pied except one near the front which was
marked ‘‘Reserved for the Doctor,” in-
tended for Dr. Woodbury.

A little after the performance begin in
came Dr. Maria Angwin, and as she drift-
ed to the front her eye caught the label
“Reserved for the doctor.”

““What a good idea” she ejaculated
as the accomplished lady doctor took
the seat and made herself comfortable.

Tae next moment Rev. Mr. Dobson the
pastor of the church happened past and Dr.
Augwin called his attention to the deco-
ration of the seat she so fortunately had
found. The good lady sat in front of the
label in such a position that all the pastor
of Grafton street could see was ‘‘Reserved
for the D ——.”

‘“Reserved for the d— —,” gaid the
minister with emotion, ‘‘what an ominous
place for a lady to occupy !”

Rev. Mr. Dobson is one of ths two or
three most popular ministers in Halifax,
but despite that fact the possibly sugges-
tive tone as he uttered the words, ‘‘re-
served for the d——" is said to have con-
siderably angered the fair occupant of ths
doctor’s bench.

SOME CIV/” QUERIES.
X
Q186110128 that Awauw. .answers Prior to the
Civic Election,

What a wonderful look of surprise and
astonishment certain members of the
civic council adorned their faces with yes-
terday when the gentle insiouition was
made by Ald. McArthur that the advisory
board had taken upon themselves things
they had no right to do. What terrible
insinuation was hidden in those few words
was not learned,but the council thought it a
very bold and defiant statement. Why not
have an investigation ? 1t would not cost
more than an appropriation and there has
been no legal expedition by the board for
a week or ten days.

Then there are people asking about the
two hundred and forty eight piles that Mr.
Robert's drove and charged four dollars
ezch for. Did he do it without any agree«~
ment with the advisory board, the council,
the director, the mayor, or did he do the
work and charge what he pleased for it?
It is believed the latter is true for never
before was four dollars charged for pile
driving, the sum of two dollars and fifty
cents each being considered suflicient.

These are some of the questions the gen-
eral public are discussing prior to szlect-
ing a candidate as alderman. There is an~
other question that they would like to
know something about—that is the totaj
cost of the Sand Point warves but after get-
ting the £150.000 the remainder ot the cost
is lost in a mist of accounts or returna.
Probably the tax bills fer the year will tell
part of the story.

A Good Showing.

Kerr's business college shows a well
filled list of pupils this year all of whom
are reported particularly bright and cap-
able. The graduates from this institution
find no diflizulty in obtaining employment
and it speaks well for the thoroughness of
the training they receive that all of them
are now enjoying splendid positions and not
one of them is out of work. An enquiry
into the methods of the college will be of
great benefit to stadents who expect to en-

! ter a mercantile life.
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