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THE HISTORY OF WINE

TRACESBOFV JAGS FOUND AS FAR A8
HUMAN RECORDS GO.

Drinks In India Centurlies sago—Anclent
Egyption Topers~Light Drinks of the
Greeks—Alexander the Great’s Thirst—
Lecture on Drinks.

‘In the first place,’ said Charles Pellew
in a recent lecture before the students of
an American university, ‘it is most
strongly impressed upon us that the use of
stimulants or narcotics has been common
to all nations of the world, so tar as we
know their history. Almost all have used
alcobol; a few, like the Mohammedans,
the North American Incians, and the
Maoris,are exceptions to the alcohol habit,
but we find that they have used opium,
tobacco, and hemp to produce approxi-
mately the same result. The idea among
them all seems to have been to make them-
selves comfortable, this is, by stupefactian
to become oblivious of discomtort, physical
and mental. It seems to have been a npat.
ural need of the mankind 1n the eirly
stages of civilization.

‘There is plenty of material for the early
history of alchol. We find traces of it in
Chinese literature as far back as we can go.
Two or three thousand years bafore Christ
the Chinese pss:ed stringent sumptuary
laws to limit the liquor trafliz. In India we
find, from the earliest Sanskrit writings,
that alcohol liquors and the use of liquorg
were very well known there. We find
reference to them in the Rig Vcda, and the
sacred hymns contain some of the most
eloquent praises of the vine that there are
in all literatuze. There were two kinds of
liquors used in those days. Soms, an ex:
pentive and rare wine prepared for libations
to the great gods, wes used sparingly for
that purpose, and the remainder was pious-
ly consumed by the priests and the npper
classes. Sura, the other beverage, was a
cheap barley wine, fermented sometimes
after being mixed with honey, and bighly
intoxicating. It was used by the common
people and its use was very much frowred
upon by the priests and wealtbier people
who were able to drink soma. The Ie-
brews hed wine, both fermented and un-
termented. The untermerted wine of the
Hebrews, ot course, had to be very much
boiled down to make it keep in the climate
of their country and it was probably used
more as a sweelen'ng syrup thanas a
beverage. In fact the Hebrew word tfor
unfremented wine is now frequently trans-
lated ‘honey.” We remember that the
Bible is full of references condemning the
abuse of wine.”

‘Tne Greeks were a temperate and ab-

stinent people. They bad fermented
drinks made from barley, figs and dates,
and the like, snd they hid wine. We
must rem mber that ary wine they bad
was very light, not stronger than cur port
or hock. Yet they invariably drank it
mixed wih water, often mixing one part
of wine wi h fifteen of water.
The ordinary proportion was one to thres.
At feas's or dinners, wken it reemcd de-
sirable to go a little farther than usual, one
was appointed who thould decide the pro-
portion. Ifhe said one part of wine to
three ot water he was doing very well; it
he made it two to three he was a rather
wild young person. He who prescribed
one to one was a true sport and & very
devil of a fellow. No gentleman could
possibly drink unmixed wine. Such de-
bauchery was only the indulgence of bar-
barians ard Scythians. It must be remem-
bered that the fcstivals ot Dionysius, in
the season of vintage in the country and
in Athens in the spring, were the
great meeting periods of the city in
which the Greek drama was produced.
Dionyeius become the patron of literature,
He wss a veryrespectable sort of deity.
Intoxication at his festivals was not looked
upon as drunkenness, but something like a
divine ¢ fllitus. Over-indulgence in liquor,
however, was restrained by law. A crime
commiited in drunkenness was punished
with double the usual penalty.’

Mr. Pellew told stoiies of Philip of
M:zcedon and of Al xander the Great,
proving that they and their courts were the
most scandalous drinkers of antiquity.
He tcld in great sorrow, of the fatal con-
test for the name of the greatest drinker,
inaugurated at one of Alexancer's ban-
quets, when thirty or forty of the diners
died ; Promachus the prizewinner took
down three gallons ¢énd died in three days.
The early abstemiousuess ot the Romars
was commended. A woman's drinking
was pupichable with death. There is a
gruesome legend that kissing on the lips
was iovented by the Romans forthe de-
tection of women suspected ot drinking.
Mr. Pellew dwelt at some length on the
sinful 1udulgences of the late republic and
early empire. lHe mentioned the wond-
rous capacity of the huge Emperor Maxi
min, who, soit is said drank six gallons
witbhout showing its effects. The Romans,

after they had conquered Italy, were dis-
sipated and disreputable

““The history of alcohol must begin with
the history of distillation,” said Mr. Pel-
lew. ¢ Pliny tells how oil ot turpentine
was distilled by holding wool over boiling
turpentine until it became saturated with
the vapor, to be rqueezed out afterward,
adrop at a time. Geber, two hundred
years later, tells of a sinilar way of gett-
ing drinkable water from salt water. Ray-
mond Lully, who was born in 1236, and
Arnoldus de Villa Nova described the pre-
paration and uses of alcohol. Alcohol had
no end ot names. Its uses were as a sol-
vent, for cosmetics, for buraing, anas a
preservat.ive, and also as a medicine.
Shakespeare spoke of it, it will bs remem-
bered, as ‘Venetian strong waters.’ Its
virtues were supposed to be iofinite in
number. ‘It keepeth off fits of the apo-
plexy,’ one treatize says, ‘it a spoonful be

taken every morning.’ There is no
thought in the early seventeenth century
and before that it was an intoxicant. Pre-
vious to that time beer, mead, and kindred
drinks had been those most common among
Northern nations. After the Restoration,
toward the end of the seventeenth century
came the day ot gin. It was introduced
by the Dutch wars England went gin
wild. It was in those days that the sign
made its appearance : ‘Drurk for a penny ;
dead drunk for two pence ; and clean straw
for nothing.” The clean straw, ot course,
was for the customer to slecp upon in the
cellar. In1736 the Gn law was passed,
forbidding all sale ot gin; it was treated
with open ridicule There were mock
funeral processions of ‘Madame (iin;’ the
mourners were all drunk and flyurished
gin bottles in their bands. When an at-
tempt was made to enforce it druggists
told ‘consolation’ drops and ‘cough mix-
tures.” In 1742 tbe law was abolished
and bigh excise was substituted.”

‘Tbe Pilgrim Fathers, were hsrdly an
abstenious set. When the colonists sent
back a list of their necessities to the Ply-
mou h Bay Company they asked fir t for a
minister, and then for a ‘vyne plauter,’ for
seecs ot whbeat, rye, and barley snd ‘hop
rootes.” The ship sent out to them with
ordnsnce and arms was provisioned for
100 mep. She carried torty-five tuns of
te r, two tuns of canary, twenty gallons
of aqua vite , and six tuns of witer. One
Mr Higgwson, a very excellent man,
came over in 1628. In 1629 ke wrote
home most exiravegant praises ot the
wonderful air ot the new land. Ilis
stomach was st= ngrhened, e said, and ‘he
cculd often times endure to drink witer.’
He went on to praise the water of the colo-
ni€s by ravirg thatit was ‘almost as good
as beer.’ ‘Tho e that drinke,” he remarked,
‘be as nealtniul, freshand briske as they
tbat drinke brere.’

He conc'uded bis lecture with a bri f
review of the various trmperance revivals,
noting pirticulrly the crusade ot Fatter
Mathew 1n Ireland, 1839 to 1842, when
6.500 000 people out ot a population of
8,000 000 signed the pledge. The whiskey
consumption, as a result, tell from 6,500,-
000 gallons to 5,750,000.

The action ot the railroad companies
and machine shop corporstions in retusing
to employ not orlyjmen whob came intox-
icated, but also men who drank, he said,
bad been the greatest mocern influence
toward bringing about the present state of
affairs, in which there was more real tem-
perance than ever before.

A MINISTER'S STORY.

THE PAINFUL EXPERIENCE OF REV
C, H, BACKHU s,

For Five Months he was Helpless and En
dured Agonizinz Pains—Could Nelther
Rise up Nor sit Dowa Without Aid—He
Tells How He Found a Cure,

From the Tilsonburg Observer.

The Rev. C. H. Backhus is a resident
of Baybam township, Elgin county, Ont.,
and there is probably no person in the
county who is befter known or more highly
esteemed. He is a minister of the United
Brethern Church. He a'so farms quite
ext: nsively, superintending the work and
doing quite a share of it himself despite
his advanced age. But he was not always
able to exert himselt as he can today, ss a
few years ago be underwent an illness
that many fesred would terminate his lite.
To a reporter who recenly had a
conversation with him the rev. gentle-
man gave the particulars of his illness and
cure, with permission to make the state-
ment public. The story &s told by Rev. Mr,
Backhus is substantially as follows: about
three yesrs ago h: was taken ill and the
doctor who was called in pronounced his
trouble an a‘tack of la grippe. He did
not appear to get any better and a second
doctor was called in, but with no more
satisfactory results, so far as a renewal ot
h alth was concerned. Iollowing the la
grippe ; pains of an excrucisting nture Jo-
cated tbemselves in his body. He grew
weaker and weaker until st last he was
pertectly helpless. He conld not sit down
nor rise froma sitting pos'ure without
assistance and when witn this assistance he
gained his feet be could hobble but a few
steps when he was obliged to be put in a
chair again. For five months these agoniz-
ing pains were endured. But at last re-
liet so long delayed came. A friend urged
him to try Dr, Wil'iams’ Pink Piils. He
yielded to the advice and had not been tak-
ing them long when the longed for relief
was noticed coming  He could move more

Purest and Best for Table and Dairy
No adulteration. Never cakes.

casily , and the stiffness and pains began to
leave his joints. He continued the use of
the pilis for some time longer and the cure
was corplete. Seeing Mr. Backhus now
it would be difficult to think of him as the
crippled and helpless man of those painful
days. Mr. Backhus is now past his 80th
‘ear, but as he said, ‘‘by the aid of D-.
illiams’ Pink Pills I am as able as those
ten years younger. You can readily judge
of this when I tell you I laid forty rods of
rail fence this year. I am glad to add my
testimony in favor of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills.”

D:. Williams’® Pink Pills strike at the
root of the disease, driving it from the
system and restoring the patient to health
and streng'h. In cates of paralysis, spinal
troubles, locomotor ataxia, sciatica, rheu-
matism, erysipelas, scrotulous troubles,
etc., these pills are superior toall other
trea'mrt. They sre also a specific tor
the troubles which make the lives of so
many woman a burden, and speedily re-
store the rich glow ofhealth to pale and
sallow cheeke. Men broken down by
overwork, worry or excesses, will find in
Pink Pills a certain cure. Sold by a'l
dealers or sent by mail postpaid, at 50c. a
box ortix box tor $2 50, by addressing
the Dr. Williams’ Medicine Company,
Brockville, Ont., or Schenectady, N. Y.
Beware of imitations and substitutes al-
eged to be ‘“'just as good.”

Meant Business,

Tte litt'e bumblebees, according to a
correspondent of the London Spectator,
have a persistent but gentle way of mak-
ing their business know. He writes:
When camping for the day in a fir wood,
my esister became aware ot two of these
soft little creatures buzzing round and
round the shirt ot her dress in such a de-
termined and spirited way thit we felt
they meant businesr, and not mischief.
My sister drew her skirt away, when the
bees instantly made for a tiny holein the
bank, evidently their house door. Their
g-ntle, persistent manner ot makng their
0 e nirg known to us was most striking.

Neuraigia'’s Persistent Agony.

Has but one source ot relief. Nerviline
—nerve pain cure—penetrates to the
irritated nerves, soothes them into repose,
and sffords relief almost inetantly. The
whole range of medicine affords no
parallel to Nerviline as a pain reliever.

EVERY MAN,

Sooner or later, recognizes
the advantages of a practical
or business education. Only a
few see it before they get into
business. It you want to save
half the usual time and ex-
pense or want to make up for
neglected opportunities, come
here or learn by mail. Primer

frre, SNELL, Truro N.S

OONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

Announcements under this heading not exceeding
five lines (about 35 words) cost 25 cents each
insertion. Five cents extra for every additional
line.

QUEEN VICTORIA: mersn’ .

hstoric work, sells on sight to thousands. Lord
Duftrin introduces it to Cana ians in glowing
words, Easyto mu:ke $20 00 a week, some muke
twice that. Many wake more in spare time than
during day at regular employmeunt. This year’s
Great Sexavenary Celebrations are boomiog :r.
Books on Lime. Prospectus free to canvassers
Territory going fast. THE BERADLEY GARRETS 'N CO.
Ltd. Toronto, Oaut.

» We ofier for sale our

2 ’ COMPLETE MODERN

4 STUDiO OUTFIL, for

m:Kkirg Photos any size

up to 8 x 10, almost new and everything first ¢ ass,

A chanch for a Photo zrapher or anyone wanting to

start in a good paying business, to the latter we

can give complete practical instruction in Modern

Photograph , by our methods; easy and simple for

anv on~. nddress the ROBERTSON PrHOTO

I%UPPLY COMPANY 94 Germain 8t, St.Jonn.,
. B,

w A"TE D Old established wholesale Honse

wants one or two honest and in
dustrious representatives for this section. Can pay
a hustler about $12.00 a week to start with. DRAWER

29, Brantford, Oant.

WA ; TEn Young men and women to help in
" the Armenian caunse. Good pay.
Will send copy of my little book, **Your Place in
Lite,” tree, to any who wiite. Rev. T. 8. Linscott,

Brantford, Ont.

WA"TE MEN everywhere to paint signs
with our patterns. No experience

required. Thirty dollars weekly. Send stamps ror

patterns and particulars. BARNARD Bros. TUR-

ONTO, ONt.

WA"TE RELIABLE MERCHANTS ih
each town to handle our water-

roof Cold Water Paint. Kive million pounds sold

in United States last year. VICTOR KOFOD,

49 Francis Xavier, Montreal.

R Es ' nENc E at Rothesay for sale or to rent
or the Summer months. That
pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop=-
erty about ove and a half miles irom Rothesay Sta.
tion and within two minutes walk of the Kenuebec-
casis  Rent reasonable. Apply to H. }&a. Fenety,
Barrister-at-1.aw, Pugsley Building. 24 6-tf

CITY OF MONCTON. N. B,,
Jan. 15th, 1897,

8. KERR, E:«q.
DEAR Sir,— * * * * T am pleased to add
my testimony, with that of many others, concerning

th efliciency and thoroughness of your business
course.

Mr. M. Lodge, accountant W, and L. Dept., City
of Moncton, and Mr. L. G. B. Lawson, my assistant
also (old students of yours), are both in this cffice.
They have spoken to me on difterent occasiors in
the highest terms of the training received at your
college, and their work certainly adds weight to
their testimony.

(digned) J. C. PATTERSON, City Clerk,
City of Mouec'on.

Business and Shorthand Catalogues mailed to any

address.
S. KERR & SON,
St. John Business College.

SOLD IN LEAD PACKETS ONLY, TO PRESERVE
«++«+ THEIR FRAGRANCE...
VeEryY Gooo, - 4Cc. 'tll:.

lT,SJ €%XTRA GooD, - 50C.
A TREARTYT Soreeil
TO DRINK

LY L.

”"‘:::,;;tz's:::o..TEAs '
The Model Art...

2o, A CHEAP, MODERN RANGE

Very suitable for SMALL
FAMILIES. A sure worker,
well made, and up to date in
every particular.

To parties comm:ncing
housekeeping it will prove a
Handy and Durable Range
Every one guaranteed, It
will pay you to see what we
can offer in prices.

Comparison Invited,

F—MERSON & —=ISHER.

Merry Sleigh Bells

HAVE YOU GOT A NICE SLEIGH?

FAMILY GL DSTONE,

just look at this
Neatest and Handsomest Turnout made.

If not,

And then on this SINGLE SLEIGH - just the thing for
comfort and for fast driving. Strong and Duratle,
For prices and all informat'on apply to

JOHN EDGECOMBE & SONS,

F'redericton. IN. B.




