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Woman and 

Her Work g 
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I wonder who we women cannot be 

more courteous to each other when we 

meet accidentally and have not been intro- 

duced? Of course we are more than polite 

to the elegantly dressed stranger we meet 

at Mrs. Haut-Ton's reception, and the fact 

that we do not evan know her pame does 

not make the least difference to us! She 

is at Mrs. Haut-Ton’s house, and that is a 

sufficient guarantee of her respectability so 

she is scarcely to be classed with the 

stranger, one meets and passes in the elec. 

tric car, the railway train, or at the count- 

ers of the large department shops—any- 

where, in fact, where women chiefly con- 

gregate. But just let us weet the same 

elegant lady ontside amongst the crowd ef 

everyday humanity, and see how much her 

beautiful plumage will avail her! She 

will receive from her own sex just the same 

recognition that falls to the lot of her most, 

shabtily dressed sister and not one whit 

more ! 

I don’t think woman individually are to 

blame for this state of affair, for I know 

many of our sex who would be only too 

glad to show kindness and courtesy to 

their fellow women, but under existing 

circumstances they find it impossible. It 

is the fault of custom I suppose, but never- 

theless it is a most regrettable fact that for 

a woman to address a stranger of her own 

sex anywhere but under the protecting 

roof of & mutual friend, is to court and 

generally receive a very positive snub. It 

matters not whether the remark is made 

entirely in the interest of the one ad- 

dressed or not, the mere fact of speaking 

to a woman one does not know, seems to 

be looked upon not only as a liberty, buta 

positive sign of ill breeding, and the well 

meaning person who so far forgets herself 

as to offer any unsought imformation to a 

member of her own sex, is made to feel 

that she has committed a breach of good 

manners, and proved herself to be very 

second class indeed, It is a curious 

fact, but a fact all the same 

that the woman who will thank a policeman 

with modest courtesy for directing her to 

the street or house she is trying to find, 

would have only a stare of cold surprise, 

and afriezed “thanks,” for any woman even 

though the latter might be fully her equal 

socially, who hearing the query, ventured 

to offer to show her the way, as she was 

going in that direction. Sometimes, if one 

happens to be of an impulsive nature, it is 

very hard to keep out of scrapes of this 

nature, but a few experiences of the utter 

ingratitude with which such advances are 

met will soon teach even the dullest of us 

wisdom, and make us keep any little inclin- 

ation towards friendliness and courtesy we 

may possess strictly to ourselves. 

I know I started out in lite with the idea 

that woman’s harshness to her own sex was 

all an idea of the cynics who were always 

ready to disparge her, and I thought I could 

effect a reform, if I only tried hard enough 

my fate, like that of most reformers was 

hard for a while, but I learned my lesson 

in time, and prefitted by it. 

A few years ago, I happened to be stay- 

ing in a country town where the shops 

were scarcely so well equipped as they 

are in St. John, and one day when I was 

making a purchase in a drug shop, a party 

of ladies tourists who were mer¢ly passing 

through the town, came in. They were 

from Halifax and their English accent was 

something to marvel over, it was £0 per- 

tect, and so much more English than any 

I had ever heard before, though all my 

people belong to that nationality, and I do 

myself. But they were unmistakably ladies, 

and their manners were charming, sweet 

and gracious, with that pretty courtesy in 

asking for what they wanted that is so at- 

tractive. They were in quest of a rubber 

hot water bottle, and as the druggist 

did not keep such things in stock, they 

wanted to know if he could 

tell them where to get one. Now I happen- 

ed to know of just one shopin the town 

where such a thing was to be found, and 

as [ had not quite learned my lesson of 

wisdom then, I could not resist the impulse 

to tell them where they could get what they 

wanted. I took a step forward, and 

opened my lips to speak, but I closed them 

suddenly, for the lady who had been speak- 

ing, a pretty young girl, turned quickly 

and met my glance with a calm, cold stare. 

Such a look as it was, no words could have 

said more plainly—*‘so you have been listen 

ing to what I said, you very ill bred person? 

Kindly attend to your own affairs, and let 

those of others alone!” 

Of course she could not know why I was 

going to speak, but she left town without 

her hot water bottle, just because she 

could not believe in another woman’s good 

intentions towards her. 
g It is such a pity, I think,’ because life 

would be so much pleasanter for us it we 

would oniy be a little more friendly to 

each other. Why cannot he follow the ex- 

ample of the other sex who seem always 

ready to extend, and receive the most 

friendly consideration amongst themselves 

even when they may be perfect strangers. 

Just watch ajgroup of men who meet on a 

railway journey, a steamboat, or anywhere 

that a group of strangers would be thrown 

together —What a short time it takes those 

genial beings to become thoroughly ac- 

quainted, and the best of friends! There 

is no restraint, no hesitation as to whether 

the other man may belong to a social set 

equally as good as one’s own: little the 

man of the world cares for ‘‘sets” it is an 

agreeable companion he looks for, a 

pleasant break in the monotony of travell- 

ing, and as he knows it is not likely that he 

will meet his travelling companions again, 

it does not matter to him what their social 

standing may be when they are at home, 

so long as they are pleasant fel- 

lows when they are abroad. The travel 

lirg man reads his paper, folds it up, 

glances around pleasantly to see if their is 

anyone who would like to look at it, and 

then bands it across the aisle to some man 

who is a perfect stranger to him with the 

remark, ‘seen this week's ProGress’ per- 

fectly confi lent of the manner in which his 

overture will ba received. Does the other 

man draw himselt up and freez2 the one 

who offers the paper with a stony stare at 

his presumption? Not by any means, he 

has too much sense; he only says “Ob 

thanks” takes the paper qu te at a matter of 

course, offers his **Star” or *‘Life” in re- 

turn, says it is a fine day, and when he res 

turns the paper, he probably takes the 

vacant seat beside the first traveller, says 

something about the political situation, or 

the crops, offers his cigar cr se, and short- 

ly afterwards the two adjoura to the smok- 

ing car the best ot friends. 

And that is one reason why men have so 

much a better time than we do, they make 

it pleasant for themselves and each other, 

while two women would travel together 

alone in a parlor from St. John to New 

York without exchanging a word—unless 

there was a railway accident, when they 

would sob in each other's arm: and pray 

together as if they were bosom friends. 

But a railway accident is a very violent 

remedy for feminine reserve, and some less 

startling method is greatly to be desired. 

[ am not advocating ths making of pro- 

miseuous acquaintance amongst pertect 

strangers, but a more generally courteous 

manaer on the part of our sex towards each 

other which would, in my opinion, go a long 

way towards making lite in general, and 

travelling in particular, smoother and 

pleasanter for themselves. 

Perhaps the New Woman might taks the 

subjzct up, and amongst the many reforms 

she is so eager to bring about, devote a 

little attention to cultivatiag th: manly 

virtues of friendliness and courtesy to 

strangers of her own sex. 

The influznce of the early Victorian era, 

becomes more and more evident in the 

fashions, as the Jubilee year grows older! 

The latest burden we are asked to bear in 

the shap2 of Victorian modes is the revival 

of the poke bonnet, and not the dainty 

little affair of a year ago, but a real bonnet 

almost identical in shape with the one 

Q 1een Victoria wore the year she ascend- 

ed tte throne. It isan actual fact that the 

best English milliners have a number of 

such bonnets in preparation for the comin 

summer, and we are assured by authorities 

on such matters, that a poke bonnet in the 

hands ot a modern artist in millinery, is 

really a thing of beau'y instead of the 

horror that old pictures proclaim 1t to have 

been sixty years ago. Oae which has been 

described is of fine black straw—1 wonder 

if they will call it ‘double Danstable” P— 

with a wreath of pink roses around the face 

inside the brim, and an aigrette of white 

ostrich teathers trimming one side. White 

moire ribbon passes arouad the crown, 

where it is fsstened with rhinestons buckles, 

and tie in a large bow uader the chin. It 

may be very pretty, and very becoming but 

I cannot help thinking it would require 

a prettier face than one olten meets ina 

day's ride to look well in such a h2adgear, 

and though [ am one of her Maijisy’s 
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item in the family bills. 

We are trying to 

most loyal subjacts who would like to do 

her all possible honor this year, 1 think I 

shall have a small toqus or a big hat for 

the summar, as being better suited to ac: 

centuate my peculiar s'yle of beauty. 

In spite ot all predictions to ths contrary 

the small cape is still very much in evidenc 

amongst the newest fashions, and seems 

likely to remain so throughout the summer, 

I must admit that it can scarcely be de- 

scribed as a wrap, or indeed a usefal gar- 

ment at all, as it is very short, very full 

and fluffy, and most elaborately trimmed 

with lace, chiffon and ribbon, but it is not 

in any sense intended to be a protection 

against the cold. Somatimes it has long 

scarf ends falling nearly to the ground and 

sometimes it is in dolman form, but all the 

same it is a cape, and every indication ol 

holding its own. 

I am afraid the downfall of the plain 

skirt is not far off! All tha indications 

point that way from the gradual narrowing 

of the skirts themsel es to the introduction 

of those soft clinging fabrics like cashmere, 

and chal iz which invariably herald the re- 

turn of drapery. But as yet the pla n skirt 

possibly trimmed a little around the foot, 

but, smooth and plain around the hips, 

and hanging in folds at the back, is the 

favorite model for wool goods; there is 

less and less fulness however in every way, 

and sometimes the new style of leaving the 

skirt loose from tha lining at the bottom is 

adopted. 

(‘hecks are much worn this spring, and 

one sees them in brown, blue, green, and 

of course black with white in wool goods, 

trimmed wi h rows of braid to match the 

dark check on the skirt, and worn with a 

plan cloth jacket in the same color, mak- 

ing a very usetul and pretty gown. Some 

ot the new dress skirts are provided with 

a small bustle, as a substitute for the de- 

crease of fulness in ths back, and though 

it is still so small as to be scarcely notice- 

able, it assumes gigantic propo tions when 

received as an indication of things to come! 

Amongst the checked goods that I men- 

tioned black and white are the most con- 

spicuous, and by far the most popular. 

They are seen not only in the nswest wool 

goods, but also in silks, for blouses, and 

tancy bodices. In wool goods the black and 

white is often made up into costumes with- 

out the cloth coat. One very stylish gown 

has a black silk bodice with yoke and 

slashes cagxed silk, and the skirt has very 

narrow Yuife plaitings of red and black 

silk, one of each peeping from underneath 

the edge, at the bottom. The sleeves are 

check made almost tight fitting and have 

plaited frillsot the red and black at the 

top. 

Nun’s veilings, cashmeres and serges 

will be greatly worn during the summer, 

and transparent materials of all kinds will 

take the lead. Of course they are expen- 

sive because they require such dainty lin- 

ings, but they are so lovely that those who 

can afford to gratify their taste for beauty, 

will not complain of the cost. 

Some of the very newest skirt trimmings 

are odd beyond expression, at least they 

look so, to eyes accustomed for so long to 

the severe lines of the untrimmed skirt. 

For example—a gown of black cloth (has 

graduated rows of black velvet ribbon sewn 

across the front breadth, for nearly the 

whole length, and these rows terminate at 

Canadian Branch, BOVRIL, LIMITED, 

27 St. Peter Street, MONTREAL. 
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The great English Food for Brain, Blood, Bone and Muscle, 

is now obtainable in Canada, and whether taken as a beverag
e 

for luncheon, supper, or at “odd times,” it will relieve the 

mental and bodily overstrain so common to this high- 

pressure age. ger Ask your grocer or druggist for it, 
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Arsenic Soap, will restore the face to the 
of society throughout the world. 
fectly harmless 
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BoLD BY ALL DRuGGisTs IN CANADA. 

A Fair and Beautiful Complexion 
Pimples, Freckles, Blotches, Blackheads, Redness, 

And all otker Skin Eruptions, vanish by the use of 

ARSENIC COMPLEXION WAFERS 
sebend And FOULD’S...... 

ARSENIC COMPLEXION SOAP. 
ONE BOX of Dr. Campbell’s Safe Arsenic Complexion Wafers, if used

 in conjunction with Fould 

smoothest and fairest Maidenly Loveliness. 

Dr. Campbell’s Wafers and Fould’s Arsenic Soap are 
Vsed by the cream 

guaranteed per- 

and not deleterions to the most tender skin. 

BEWARE OF WORTHLESS COUNTERFEITS. 

Address all mail orders to 
Wafers by mail 50c. and $1 per box; six 

H. B. FOULD, Sole Proprietor, 144 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont,
 

THE CANADIAN DRUG CO,, Wholesale Agents. 

the side seam in rosettes of the velvet. 

Braid is sometimes substituted for velvet 

and one dress of navy blue canvass bas 

six rows of narcow black braid all around 

the skirt, sot on fully three inches apart. 

Another very new skirt trimming is shown 

in a dress of black and white checked silk 

canvas, which is made up over silk of a 

bright grass green. Very small knife 

plaited frills of the green silk outline all 

the seams of the skirt, and are sewn on 

the bodice in perpendicular rows. Other 

skirts open in redingote fashion over a 

front breadth of a different color, at least 

they seem to open but all really sewn very 

firmly in placa, to prevent disarrangement. 

ASTRA. 

NOT IMPRESSED. 

Who Care's Very Little for the 

Rank of Others. 

President Kruger of the Transvaal is a 

maa not easily impressed by rank, title, or 

worldly splendor of any kind, and not in 

the least ashamed of his own plain origin 

and rough upbringing. Sir James Sive- 

wright, upon whom once devolved the duty 

of taking an important and rather pom- 

pous English duke to call upon the DPresi- 

dent, told an American about the conver- 

sation which ensued. 1t was of course, 

carried on through an interpreter, and ran 

about like this: 

Duke: ‘Tell the President that I am the 

Duke ot and have come to pay my 

respects to him.’ 

Kruger gives a grunt, signifying wel- 

come, 

Duke. after a long pause: ‘Ah! tell him 

that I am a member of the English Parlia- 

ment.’ 

Kruger gives another grunt, and pufls 

his nipe. i 

Duke, after a still longer pause: ‘And— 

you might tell him that [ am—er—a mem- 

ber of the House of Lords—a lord—you 

know.’ 

Kruger puffs as before, and nods his 

head, with another grunt. 

Duke, after a still more awkward pause, 

during which his grace appears to have en- 

tertained doubts as to whether he had as 

yet been sufficiently identified: ‘Er—it 

might interest the President to know 

that I was a viceroy ?’ 
Kruger : ‘Eh! What's that—a viceroy ’ 

Duke : ‘Oh, a viceroy—that is a sort of a 
king, you know.’ 

Kruger continued puffing ia silence for 

some moments, obviously weary of this 

form of conversation. Then. turning to 

the interpreter, he said, grufily: *Tell the 

Englishman that I was a cattlebherder.’ 

This closed the interview. 

A Man 

A PREACHER’S STORY, 

Like Other Mortals, he fell a victim to Dis- 
ease— Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder 

was the Agent which Restored him to 

Health, and he Gladly Allows his Name 

to be Used in Telllng it, that Others May 

be Benefited too, 

Rav. Chas. E. Whitcombe, Rector of 

St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, and 

rincipal of St. Matthew’s Church School, 

Jamilton, was a great sufferer. Dr. 

Agnew’s Catharrhal Powder cured him, 

and he now proclaims to the world that as 

a sale, simpla and certain cure it bas no 

equal. It never fails to relieve catarch in 

ten minutes, and cures permanently. 

‘My child,” a humorist of the Chicago 

Tribune mikes an old herring say to a 

young herring by way of parting advice, 

‘the whole ocean is before you; but don’t 

go too near those canneries along the 

coast of the State oi Maine. unless you 

; want to be taken for a sardine ! 

Your 

Own 

Dress...... 
And bave a perfect fitting costume, 
Abel Gaubaud’s Celedra‘ed 1aris 
Fashion House System of Dress, Gar- 
ment and Mansle Cutting, practically 
snd thoroughly taught in a few lessons. 
This system is simple and perlect in 
its application to all the whims of fa:h- 
ion in styles, 
Fee for instructions small, write for 

fu'l particulars. 

MADAME E. L. ETHIER, 
88 St. Denis Street, Montreal. 
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'SILVER GLOSS! 

STARCH 
IS THE “OLD RELIABLE” 
LAUNDRY STARCH. 
HOUSEKEEPERS WHO HAVE 
TRIED IT AND THEN OTHER 
MAKES ALWAYS RETURN TO 
“SILVER GLOSS.” 
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT TRIED 
IT SHOULD DO SO AT ONCE. 

ASK YOUR GROCER FOR IT. 
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Starches made by the Edwardsburg 

Starch Co., L’t’d., are 

always reliable. 

THEIR LEADING BRANDS ARE 

Benson's Canada 

Prepared Corn
 | FOR COOKING.

 

Silver Gloss Starch, 
Enamei Starch, 

® 
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FOR LAUNDRY. 
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Dress Making. 

Mrs J. J. McDonald's’ 

ESTABLISHMENT 

MONCTON, N, B, 
Wil! be fouad the latest Parisian styles and new 

est models. 
Dressmaking aone in all up to date fashions. 

Each department under the highest classed super- 

vision and al! work guaranteed. Write for pare 

ticulars and priecs. 

Miss Jessie Canphell Whitlok 
TEACHER OF PIANOFORTE, 
ST. STEPHEN, N. B. 

The **Laschetizky Mathod’; also ** Syathet 

System,” for beginners. 
Apply at the residence of 

Mr. J. T. WHITLOCK 


