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THAT DRAMATIC SCENE

LITILE MAGGIE DUICHER GIVING
EVIDENCE IN COURT.

Regarding the Marder of Her Mother and
Brother—The Child Wilness Described—
What She Sald When She Saw Sullivan as
She came In Court,

Deep 2s tie interest has been n the Sul-
livan trial from the very ficst, it is perhaps
patural that it should especially centre in
Maggie Dutcher,the little girl who has been
torced by such sad circumstances from the
cbscurity of her former life, into so prom-
inent a porition, and who has teenan object
of deep interest to the public at large for
nearly four months. The terrible experience
she kad gone through, her sad porition as
the sole survivor of a tragedy of more than
ordinary horror, sud her youth and loneli-
nees all combined to render her a sut ject of
great solicitude on the part of all who heard
ber sad story. But apart from all personal
interest she was a person of especial im-
portance in the eyes of the law,representing
as she did the one eye witness who weuld be
able, if her life and reason were spared, to
throw some light upon the tragic events of
the night of Scptember tenth, and in whose
power it might lie to clear up the mystery
surrounding the death of her mother &nd
brother snd the time when her lips would
be untealed was waited for with great im-
patience.

It is scarcely to be wondered at, under
these circumstances, that Maggie Dutcher
was the witness whote testimony was most
esgerly awaited all last week, and that the
public were mcst anxious to discover wken
she would be put on the witness stand.
It was impossible even for the crown
cflicers the mselves to know positively when
tkis would be, and therefore when one of
tte crown witnesses, Ambrose Arseman
stepped down from the stand, shortly after
ten o'clock on Saturday morning and the
solicitor general said abruptly—*‘Call
Maggie Dutcher ! a very decided thrill of
excitement made itself felt through the
large audience in the cowithouse. It had
been rumored thet the chiet witness fcr the
crown might ke called eithcron Siturday or
Monday, and numbers ef ladies who had
been curicusly watching the case, in the
hope of bearirg her evidence, were present
—in fact the elite of Dorchester may be said
to have been well represented. As chairs
were placed for the witness and her nurse
heads were bent forward and eyes eagerly
turned to the door in order to catch the
first glimpse of Maggie Dutcher, who came
quietly in, in charge of her nurse Miss Arna
Croasdale. This is what the spectaters
saw—a child who somehow looked much
smaller than they had expected to ree her,
since most people pictuiel her as a child
of ten, whereas Maggie will not be
nine’ until the epring—with short
browa bair, regular features, very pretty
brows and lashes, and large eyes spparent-
ly of a dark gray color. The right ear—
the one that was burned, was & good deal
disfigured, but strange to say the left, the
ear 80 badly cut has healed with ecarcely a
scar. The child was prettily dressed in a
little yoke frcck of pale blue, trimmed
with white lace and as she came forward
and took the place arsigned to her above
the witnees stand, and between the judge
and Mr. I. H Risteen,court stenographer,
she created a very favorable impression.
Miss Croasdale cccupied a seat to the
right, and as the child’s eyes suddenly
restel on the face of the prisoner, she lean-
ed over to her nurse and said in a voice

loud enough to be heard by several

of the lawyers and court officials, *‘That’s
him. That’s the man that hitmy mother,
and brother !” No notice was taken of the
remark, and the crier of the court placed
the bible in the child’s hands with the in-
tention of administering the oath when the
prisoner’s countel interposed and question-
ed her ability to understand the nature and
importance of an oath ; and some time was
taken up in questioning her, and ascertaic-

mgng how far she uncerstood the meaning of

the ceremony. Alter satisfying the judge,
and the opposing counsel on that point, the
witness was sworn in the usual manrer, and
proceeded to answer the questions asked
her. She was far more composed, and at
ease than an older person would have been,
giving her answers with the calm uncon-
gciousness of childhocd, but seemirg
slightly awed and subdued by her unusual
surroundinge, and the number of strangers
present. On account of the child’s youth
the examination took the form of brief,
plain questions, expressed in as simple
language as possible in order to be easy of
cowprehension. '

The scene was a most dramatic one!
The crowded courtroom so still that the
traditional pin could almost have been
heard, it anyone had thought of drepping
it; the eager faces of the spectators, the
alert cnes of the lawyers and reporters, the
studied indifference of the prisoner, and tke
swall unembarrassed child upon whem the
attention of everyonein the room wes con-
¢ ntrated, apswering question after question
in her low voice, aud occasionally glancing
about her, with all a child's interest in an
unfamiliar scere. In apswer to Solicitor
(reneral White's questions the child sfated
clearly that the remembered the last night
she slept at home, and that she had slept
with her mother, and her brother Harry,
they all slept in one bed, ‘‘Harry next the
w:ll,me in the middle, and mamma outside’
she was awakened some time in the night
and saw a fourth person in the room, this
person had hold ot her mother who cried
“‘stop” and afterwards ‘‘Jobn don’t hit
me” her mother was hit ‘“‘two times” and
on being hit the second time she did not
ssy anything but *'just lay :till ;” shewas in
ted at the time, and lay back witbout mov-
ing again. Continuing the cbild said the
tame person tken hit her, and afterwards
hit Harry ““two times ;” the first time Harry
cried, then the man hit him again and he
also lay still. The man tken lit a lamp
which was on the table, striking a match on
tke wa!l near the window in order to do so,
and the child saw who it was. ‘“Who was
it asked the solicitor general amid a
breathleas silence—*‘It was John Sullivan”
came the answer in the mott matter of fac.
tone and without the least tra: e of emotion.
*Point h'm out,” said the solicitor general.
The child hesmtated for a moment, and then
stretcted out her hand towards the dock
where John Sullivan sat. The priscner was
told to stand up ard the witness esked if the
man standing up was the one who struck
her, and amid great excitement in the court,
she answered ‘yes.” Ccntinuing her testi-
mony she said that when she was bit, she
was hurt very much, but did not cry the
ficst time ; after lighting the lamp the man
ggan struck ber and this time she cried.
She remembered nothing more, neither the
house being on fire, nor being carried out,
ske had never seen eitter Ler mother or
Harry since that night, and she did not
know where they were. She had no recol-
lection of being at Hugh Green's or Jane
Gireen’s, but remembered being taken to
Moncton in the cars and being at the alms-
house in Moncton with Miss Croasdale.

She did not know what Sullivan struck her
with.

Tte ckild s’ated plamnly and positively
that she awcke all of a sudden and saw
John Sullivan stancing in the deorwey of
the room next the one they were sleepirg
inyste could not te mistaken, she said
and he was fully cressed baving on his
parts, ceat, vest and boots. She did not
know Jobn R. Sullivan—¢*Mict acl s John,”
as he was called, toshe could not have
mistaken him for the other. After light-
irg the lJamp he struck her twice—which
would account for the tbree blows the
child had evidently received and then
she remembered nothing more. The
bed was on the flcor, the child said, and
she added that she did not know wkether
her mother had any money in the house
that night or rot. On being cross exam-
iced by Mr. Smith the prisorer’s counsel
the witness adhered to Lber first story, with
a few variations, such as saying that she
remembered seeing Sullivan strike a match,
and light the lamp, but could not remem-
ber teeing him put the chimney on, that it
seemed to be daylight, and she could see
as well before the lamp was lit as after,
and that it was on the head that her mother
was struck, while she herself was struck be-
hind the left ear. On being asked whether
anyone tad told her that John Sullivan wa g
the person who had struck her motber ard
brother the child had denied it emphatically,
saying she had told them but they had not
told her. The child’s evidence occupied an
hour and a half, and she came through the
ordeal without contradicting herself, or
growing confused in any way Iler eyidence
has been critisized on the ground that it
consisted chiefly of monosyllable replies to
questions asked ; but when it is taken into
consideration that in spite ot her careful
bringing up Maggie Dutcher is but an
ignorant little country girl eight years old,
it is searcely to be expected that she would
be able to give a clear account of
what happened, without the aid of
questions, however clearly the events
of the terrible night might have been
impressed upon her mind. The ability to
answer quettions intelligently and truth-

fully and to give straight evidence without
contradicting berself was curely all that
conld have bcen expected in a witness
much older than poor Mag, ie Dutcher.

As Sheriff McQueen was heard to remark
to a friend at the Windsor hote', stortly
after leaving the court, “‘tke child’s evidence
was cspecially good teeing that it was per-
fectly free from all animus. She was ur-
conscious of the fact that her mother and
brother were dead, and therefore there
could he no such motive £s revinge to act-
uate her in telling the story as she did and
no one could poesibly suspect her of
malice.”

LEFI THE BABY BEHIND.

A S8t. John Won an Hurrying to Catch a
Train Forgets her Faby,

Every holiday seaton is usually prolific
in amuting stories of cne kind or ancther but
the one related recently of a lady wel)
known, in not only ber own social circle,
but to very many outside it, is perhaps the
fuoniest that has occurred this year so far,
at least in St. John. The lady in uestion
and ber hustand had arranged to spend
Christmas w.th tha latter’s hasband, and
planned to leave on the C. P. R. on the
day before Christmas.

The couple have unly one child, a bright
little creature of ten months,and it was left,
by its fond mother, to erjoy a good sleep
until the last pcssible moment. As the hour
for leaving approached the baby was roused
trom its slcep and carefully dressed for the
journey. Attte last moment,and wkile the
carrisge which was to convey the party to
tke depot was waiting at the door, the lady
placed the baby ready dressed on the bed
while she conned her hat and jacket,
One or {wo grips and several small
parcels were quickly gathered up, and
with the aid ot the coachman taken out
to tha csrriage. The lady was naturally a
little excited as she was obliged to attend
to everything personally, her husband
agreeing to meet her at the depot at train
time, 8o in answer fo the coachman’s query
‘it that was all,” She replied that it was,
and settled herselt comloitably in the
carriage.

It was rot many minutcs however before
it dawned upon her that the most import-
ant bundle of a1l had been left behind.

The awiul scene which was enccted in
the carriage can only be left to the

imagina‘ion, but the coachman avers that
his first thought upon hearing the commo-
tion insile was that his ‘*fare” had become
suddenly insane. It was some moments
before the excited lady cculd make him
understand what the matter was. Iinally
Le elicited the tact that the baby had been
forgotten,

The pariy returned to the lady’s residence
on Charlctte street, to find the baby sleep-
ing, quite unconscious of how near it came
to being left behind.

HE HAD MANY WARM FRIENDS.

Mr. Michael Crowley Dies Afier an Iliness
of a Few Days,

Seldom has the death of any young man
caused such general surprise anl regret
throughout the city as that of Michael
Crowley, so long connected with the retail
business of Thomas Iarlong and for the
last year or two a partner in the firm of
Messrs. Crowley and McWilliamy. If the
deceated was popular as an employe ot Mr.
Furlorg's, he was still more esteemed as
one of the proprie tors of the establithment
where be made his many acquaintances and
good friends. Hez was always thoroughly
conscientious in what he considered his daty
to his customers and to the public and
that was a difficult task to one known to
so many and an enemy of none.

When in the prime of life—he was 33

years of age —and apparantly in the best of
health he was seiz2d with pneumonia which
was followed by congestion of the brain.
He died at an early hour Tuesday morn-
ing, and was buried from the residence of
his sister Mrs. Gorman Friday when many
of bis {riends paid their last tribute of re-
spect.

Like some men who become well acquaint-
ed with many people Mr. Crowley had op-
portunities for collecting curios. His fancy
in this direction was in the line of old news-
papers, valuable scrap books and curious
coins, of these he had a unique collection
and it was a plessure to look over much
that was of interest to the present gerera-
tion.

A Lesson to the Aldermen,

Procress’ article on the visit of the
aldermen to the police station on the night

«Cap” Mallin was released brought two of
them—Ald. Wilson and Macpherson— out
with letters to the evening papers stating
their innocence of who the prisoner was,
they were going to help out of ‘‘quod.”
No one doubts their word, but the lesson
they received will probably prevent them
from visiting the police station in tuture to
use their influence.

MRS GRUNDY AFTERHIM.

A YOUNG MINISTER WITH AI1/KING
FOR PRETTY GIRLSE.

Engaged in One Town and Flirting In
Ano her—Why Ohjection 18 Made to This
by his Bearding House Landlady and These
Who Take an Interest in Him,

Haurax, Januvary $1.—When people
become so ready to talk as they are nowa-
days it bekooves all to ke very careful of
their conduct. This rema.k should not be
taken asa piece of advice to practice
bypocrisy in any menner or form; it mere-
ly means that it people are not prepared
to abstain from ¢ven ‘“the appe:rance of
evil” a princaple that they thould do s0
because thote looking on will make it
miserable for them by the hardest «f
criticisms ifcot the severest ot condemr a-
tions whenever they see anythirg questior-
able in their conduct. A case 1n point is
that of a young minister, whether in Hsli-
fax or St John, it matters not. This
gentleman " cof the cloth is elcquent
carnest and poyu'ar. More than that
he is engaged to a charming young
lady in one of our provincial
towns and has been so engaged for some
time. Distance does not always lend
enchaniment to the view, however. It
does not teem to have done so in this case,
at least nearer hesrt attractions appear to
have had a greater power. This talented
clergyman bec: me very fond, so his actions
indicate, ot a young liady nearer his hcme.
This fact, while it msy bave been very
pleasant in one sense,” was not altogether
so in another, for the clurch dignitaries
got on to the situation. Some of them ob-
jec'ed, and not only that, but his boarding
house proprictors also raised their
voices in remonstranc2. Thsy united with
tte church luminarics in saying that it was
not right for a minister, in the circumstan-
ces in which this one {ound himselt, to burn
too much midright cil cuteide h's study,
away from home, and the olject of a for-
mal matrimonial engagement. The up-
shot of it was that boarding bouses had to
be changed and that the congregatioral
anthorities have suspended judgment for
a time; but to observe if there
shall be the desired improvement.
An old hard who has had considerable ¢x-
perience gives it &s lis opinion that young
ministers cznnot be too careful in those
mnocent affiirs of the heart, for they may
lead to regrettable conscquences. Minis-
ters can break fair hearts as well as can
ordinary members of the church or men of
the world. It seems to be a practice
rather mere common, perhape, with young
clergymen than with others. T. L.

CLVIC MAITERS DISCUSSED.

By the Aldermen of Balifax City Council
and Business Men.

Havirax, Jin. 21.—At Tuesday even-
ing's teesion of the city council a respect-
able batch of proposed legislation was in-
troduced. One of these wes a bill pro-
posed by Recorder MacCoy to amend the
school act as it relates to Halifax. The
board of school commissionersis composed
of twelve men,si X of whom are appointed by
the government and six by the city conneil.
Towards the expenditure of the board the
government contributes not more than $11,-
000 or so, while the city raises come $92,-
000. Tke object of the bill is to reduce
the government repre:sentation from six to
three and make the council’s quotanine
members. This seems reasonable encugh,
and will probably meet with tke approval
of the citizens if not of the legislature. But
the bill was sprung on the council by the
recorder without their having asked for it
and without notice. Hence there was
surprise and some comment on the action
of Mr. MgcCoy. For once the city’s able
legal advisor was in edvance even cf the
smart men in the council.

Another bill proposed is that which will
compel Ald. O'Donnell to resign his alder-
msnic seat if he runs for the mayorality.
He cannot try for the higher honor and re-
tain the lower—that is providirg the bill
passes the legislature.

Ald Redden has propounded an inter-
esting series of questions for Foreman of
streets to answer regarding the material
which city teams hauled from an excavation
being made by Ald, O'Donnell. When they
are answered by Mr. McDonald, the alder-
man mentioned will have something to say
of the oflicial whose salary he was ready to
advance not long ago.

The house that Mr. Rhuland has re-
cently built on Grafton street was very
plainly described by an alderman at the
same meeting of the council. In plain Eng-

lith be said it was a brothel where liquor
was illegally sold every day in the week.
Mr. Rhuland will hove his innings some of
these days.

The city council furnished a gathering
place for city fathers in the evening of
Tuesday. 'The leaders of our business life
spent the afternoon at the board of trade
rooms. TLe diecursion was ratber mourn-
ful as they talked of a vanithing commerce
and a starving trade, all due to what was
spcken of as discrimination in railway
freight rates against Halifax, Joseph Wood,
J. A. Chipman M. F. Erger and a half
a Cozan others talkcd as it it wis only the
last straw that was reqaired to break the
back ot the camel of trade in H:l'ax, J. J.
Troop, the president of the board, said
that tte commercial position of this city is
woree than it has been for thirly years—
‘“gince confederation,” were the words Le
used. Halifax must be put on a railway
equality with St. Join, was the op-
inion or go down. It is a ques-
tion of the survival of the fittest with
cities as with individuals; and 1if it is so
bad now we will soon learn our fate anli
know tke wors*, or let it be hoped the
best.

HE WAS AFTER A BIOCYCLE.

But he Oljected to the System of the Grocers
Clerk.

The grocery clerks have already begun
to get in their fine work on thebicycle soap
wrappers ; in fact there is hardly a grocer
in town, who doesn’t think he’s sure of a
bicycle, to while away his leisura hours
during the coming summer.

A well known Charlotte street grocer,
has one clerk at any rate, who imagices if
he doesn’t get a “‘bike” no one else w.ll.
A few days ago the wife of a well known
citizen entered the store, and was duly
waited on by the clerk, wkto was after a
‘07 wheel. Among the articles purchased
by the lady was a number of pounds of the
pri:ze contest soap, all of which were to be
sent to her residence, and upon leaving the
store, the lady was asked by the gentle
clerk if she would mind il he kept the
wrappers onthe soap. Permission being
given, the clerk uutolded the wrappers
from the soap and the boy sallied coff with
the parcel to the buyers houte.

Now it happened that at this particular
residence there boarled a young min who
was alto saving the wrappers for a lady
fiiend of his, and had previously atked the
lady of the Louse for all the soap wrappers.
Naturally he felt very irdignant when he
saw the parcel of soap come to the house
containing no wrappers. Without consult-
ing any one &t the house, he sallied forth
to the grocer's.

Approaching the proprietor,hz called him
to account for allowing his clerks to take
the wrappers from the soap, siying they
had o right to do so. The proprieter in
turn became somewhat angry, and betore
the young man bad said any more he was
introduced to the street aguia. It is safe to
say he will keep away for the future.

When Trinity has a Holiday.

Trinity clock when itelects to take a
rest causes considerably more trouble than
would the stoppage of nearly cll the rest
of the timepieces ‘n the city put together.
The busy man of bu:iness, withinsight of
Trinity, glances hurriedly up from his desk
to see if it is anywkere near lunch time,
and the busy housewife who has taken
advantage of a few idle moments to run
down town is a trifle anxious in case she
has stayed a few moments too long also
looks up at Trinily, and both may be ex-
cused if they get a little impatient over
finding the hands in the place they were in
the night before, and for several nights
and days. The school ctildren, workmen
shop girls and others all share in the gen-
eral dissatisfaction and disarrange¢ments of
plans, caused by the suspension of the
clock’s operation. This hasn't been Trin-
ity’s tusy week.

A Fight That Did not Come Off,

A good story is told this week of a fight
that did not come cff. Two young men
became ‘‘vexed” at each other and sgreed
to settle the question of physical superior-
ity by the usual manly fashion. One ot
the seconds enjoyed thewe little aflairs so
much that he was right in his element, but
his tuggestion that unless there was a re-
feree the seconds were apt to maske a
second battle cn the side, set the prin-
cipals to thinking and talking it over, and
in the end rather than fight it to a startling
finish they shook h:nds, and buried the
hatchet.
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