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A RELIGIOUS VIEW.

Very naturally religious papers seek to
avoid partianship in their discussions of
politics, for however harmonious their
readers may be in religious sentiment they
are discordant in political views. Accord-
ingly these papers usually undertake to
treat politics as apart from perties; and in
this eff ort thus to separate the inseparabie
they distort and violate the principles upon
which the government and all representive
governmentisfounded. They proceed in the
false assumption that the important ques-
tions in politics concern the moral charac-
ters of men nominated to office, rather
than the political and partisan opinions
they represent. The Outlook, edited by
Dr. Lymax Ampor, is one of these
pap>rs which most frequently and most
largely enter into the field of
polirics and its method of treating the
subjsct is indicated by the following re-
mark : *‘Jlections are idle forms unless the
electors know or can eanly ascertain, some-
thing of the personal cbaacter of the can-
didates for whom they are voting. It is be-
cause in so many cases this is impossible that
they vo‘e the regular ticket which unscrup-
ulous manag>rs hava prepared for them.”

Elections would be idle forms if the
elec'ors proceeded on that principle. They
wou'd d:cide nothing so 1ar as concerns
the pohtical views and convictions of the
voter. If the important matter in an
election wera *‘the personal character
of the candidates” it would make
no difference whether
were L'berals, Conservative, Prohibition-
ists or Socialists .o long as they were
proved to b the best in personai character.
A man might possessa spotless reputation
and yet bave no execu‘ive ability or idea
of caretul financing. The people of the
country, in their own inter:sts, might pre-
fer something in addition to moral perfec-
tion.

A BRIGHT OUFLOOK.

Despite the efforts of the Women's
R -scue League to dissuade young women
from bicycling, and despite sinmlar en-
deavors on the part of other well meaning
persons the present year prom:s2s to eclipse
all others in the number and variety of it3
wheeling enthusiasts. Aad why not ? Never
before was the sport of cycling so well un-
derstood ; Never before were its healthfual
advantages so thoroughly appreciated ;
Never betore were wheels so well suited
in strength, weight and equipment to per-
sons ot distinct or unusual requrements.
In shor: it is safe to conclude that ex-
perience has enab'ed the manufacturers to
greet their custom rs with be’ter looking,
easier running, and we balieve, more ser-
viczable wheels tha1 were ever before pro-
du-ed.

What new mikers may do in the way of
furnishing cheap whee's is largaly a matter
of conjzcture bu! it is known that the older
manufacturars have been wile awake 'to th2
nocessity ot supplying their machines with
every device and attachment and every
change in construction which seems likely
to m-e; with the approval of wheelmen.
For example, larzer and better tubing will
be used n the framas of bicycles where it
has been found desirable; better chains
will be employed; brakes will be of
styles more welcome to the rider;
and saddles, the source ot s0 much
discomtort, will be offered in greater var-
isty and more plea'ing shapes. and at
lower prices than formerly. There will be
wide saddles and narrow saddles, those
that are hard and those that are soft, soms
that tilt and some that don’t, and, there are
others, all designed to satisfy. Ia the new
wheels, patent devices will be introdved to
prevent the accumailation of dust whora it
bas caused annoyance in times past. Many
minor changes, also. will be made in the
pew models, which, while scarcely notice-
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able to the eye of ths purchaser are in-
tended to ald considerably to the general
qualities of the wheel. As regards tires
there will ba very little radical change. It
is voted that gears will probably be higher
this year than heretofore. Whereas five
or six years ago gears of 54 inches and
thereabouts were not uncommon, those
ranging from 85 to 90 inches are expected
to prevail in 1897.

The prophecy last fall that chainless
wheels were to rule the day during the
coming season, seems to have missed the
mark. While machines of that type will
be made, the product to all appearances
will be small. The indications at present
point, prophecies to the contrary, to little
or no decrease in the number of wheels of
the new models. In other words a million
or more wheels will probably be made be-
tween now and next fall.

Precisely what e¢ff:ct the numerous
failures of last fall will have on this year’s
output remains to be ssen. At all events
ths inflaence of low price bicycles has al-
raady done much toward bringing the
price of whezls down to an up-to-date
fizure ; and it is to be hoped the day is not
far distant when £40 or 850 will buy the
best bicycle n the market.

In cultured Boston, too, arms yield to
the toga. Oace Boston delighted in the
knowled gethat the mightest-swatting of
the sons of men was a cit'z:nof hers.
Once she smiled for pride in the fame of
the most agile of the ball compelling gods
of the diamoni, men skilled alike to smite
or s:ay, to fly around the trembling field
or leap into the arch of heaven and there
“gobble a fly.” New times, new pursuits.
Now Boston prides herself on the fact that
the poultry show for which she is solemnly
preparing is to be the biggest poultry
show on earth. *‘Will break records in all
respects. Number of hens exhibited will
be 200, egainst New Yorks 113" It is
good to see talent, smothered at one point
breaking out at another but the gloating
over New York secems just a trifl2 cruel
and uncalled for.

Tae New Orleans Picayune prints a
noval article setting forth thita certain
private controversy which had threatened
to result in a duzl, had been settled by the
advice of tour prominent and disinterested
gentlemen sitting as a Court of Honor. If
private Courts of Honor can avail to check
dueling in the S)uth there is no reason
why such triounals might not be utilized
with equally happy results to settle innum-
erabl: quarrels, a!l over the contment,
which now make work for the law courts
or for the Coroners. Arbitration among
nations is j1st now being hiiled as a bless-
ing. It might prove equally bensficient
in the settlement ot individual disazree-
ment.

The chief tbing in looking for an era of
prosperity is not to use green glasses.

Sleighs for Good Sleighing.

The first real snow storm and the first
real sleighing came Thursday. The
“‘beautiful” came with a rush and flurry
and made many wish to see it descend in a
less tempestuous fashion. But sleighing is
here and Messrs Edgecombe & Sons of
Fredericton remini PROGRESS readers that

they have a splendid lot of sleighs and
pungs, Gladstones, trotting sleighs and all
that owners of borses care to use. Their
warerooms in this city are at the corner of
Brussels and Union streets.

The King of Scorchers.

We desire to draw attention to the ad-
vertisements ot K, C. Hill & Co. of Toron-
to, D ;minion agents fir the English King
o! Scorchers, snd the Crawford Speed King
and Queen From the reputation earned
in the past by th? firm and the goods,
ag°nts who handle them, will have an easy

selling, and permanently satistactory cycle
trade. We would recommend any firm
who intend entering the fi:ld or taking on
a new line, to write the firm.

Bargains in a Big Store.

Messrs. Wa‘erbury & Rising are reduc-
ing the prices of wool stockings with rubters
at'ached from $1.25 to 80 cents and the
sime for Misses from $1.10to 70 cents;
thoze for children from 95 to 60 cents.

There are only 100 pairs af the above left.
Another great bargain is 30 pairs of 2!J
and 2 Dongola Oxtord tie ehoes formerly
£2.50 now 99 cents.

Passion Flower.

The passion flower bas itsname from
the Latin words signitying ‘‘suffering
flower,” referring to the hlaments or rays
and other parts, being likaned to the cir-
cumstances of Christ’s crucifixion. In the
various parts of the flywer the fancitul find
the crown of thorns, the cross, the spear,
the scourge, the nails, the bammer, ths
lance and ths drops of blood.

You Have Made Thrm.

What new resolations for the year?
You have certainly heard ahoutus. Well,
why not give us & trial. Beautitul work
and prompt delivery is our motto.

Tingar’s Laundry and Dyve Works.

VERSES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Calla Song.

I mind a calla golden gemmed,
A flower sweet and tiue ;

It grows not in a meadow green,
Nor valley’s sparkling dew.

It seeketh not the dark copse lone,
The shady wildwood way ;

It blooms upon a sunny hill,
Beside a blue sea bay.

! The balmy breath of spring time loves,

To find her cheertul face ;

To share th? beauty treasured there,
Ofloveliness and grace.

To that fair flower, summer winds,
Their fond careases bear ;

And o'er the waters sing their love,
To one forever dear.

I envy all the golden sc>ne,
Along the bright waved deep ;
The pathway leading up the hill,
Where dreaming roses sleep,
Thev love the lily, true the love,
As their's must ever be ;
They know her step they Lear her voice,
Her passing by they see.

Ah would that I were blest as they,
When her sweet self is nigh;

And softly in the twilight still,
Perchance they hear her sigh.

O 4ream light of a tender time,
Steal back and take me there;

And let her hallowed presence be,
An answer to my prayer,

O lily sweetest of the name,
The fairest one of all;

In dear home life remembered well
How often I recall;

Fond memories that ne’er cin fade,
Or wither ever more;

While moonlight lingers on the hill,
And down the sea washed shore.

Be thine my soul the 1'ly’s life,
Oft :r sweet incensed love;
As it from that sweet flower’s heart,
Went up a white winged dove.
Be thine the robe of excellence,
As blooms that deck thesod;
Are clad iz vestments beautifu!,
The purity of Grd.
CYPRUB GOLDE.

Courage.

B cause I hold it sinful to despond
And will not let the bitterness of life

B ind m» with burningtears, but look beyond
Its tumulis and its strife;

Because 1 lift my head above the mist,

Where the sun sbines and the broad breezes blow.
By every ray and every raindrop kissed

That God’s love doth bestow.

Think yoy I fid no bitternes at all?
No burd-n to be bornoe like Christian’s pack?
Think you there are no teais ready to fall
Because I keep them back?

Why should I huz life’s ills with cold reserve,
T curse mvselt and all wh . love me ? Nay,

A thou:and times more good than I deserve
God gi.es me every day !

And in each one of these re“ellious tears
Kept back He makes a rainbow shine.
Graceful I tike his slighte t gift. No fear

Nor any doubts are mine.

Dark skies must clear, and when the clouds are
past
Oze golden day redeems & weary year.
Pati- nt T listen, sure that sweet at last
Will sound his voice of che:r.
- Celia Thaxter.

Pictur:s in The Fire.

By the firelizht, at the gloaming,
In th- eveniag of the year,

Az mythoughts gy idly royming
Yon and h ther, far and near.

And come back the bright days olden,
Onpe thing lacketh my desire;

For I miss the pictures goiden
Painted in the glowing fice.

Castles rose more bright'y gleaming
Than «’er mor-al hero won,

Flags of fl ume above them streaming
Fair as banners of the sun.

Here a cliff and there a galley;
Dreamily I watched the while

Sinbad in the diamond valley.
Crusoe on his lonely .sle,—

Now a siege, and now a sortie,
Christian in the giant’s hold,
Aliand his bandits forty,—
I could see their cave of gold.

Every marvel eye may ponder,
Every g ory heart desire

Lay, a realm o! wealth and wonder,
Painted inthe glowing fire.

Still I seek them visien-haunted,
Bot my sight they ever fl :e:

Let me in O realm enchanted,
Open, open sesame !

Naught avails—my eyes are holden,
Lost the charm, the spell is vain;

Vanished are the visions golden
Never to come back again.

—-T. 8. Perry.

How §rap Cleanses.

The healthy skin is constantly excreting
substances injurious to the body, and sec-
reting an oil which serves to keep it smooth
and supple. Ita surface is covered with a
tiny film of oil, and particles of dust read-
ily cling to it. When ordinary soap is
used for cleansing purposes it removes the
dirt, but also, by the liberation of free
alkali attacks th2 oily accumulation and
thus destroys the natural emollient of the
skin. This fact explains why many people
suffer from rough hands and faces or from
rough hands and faces or from chaps and
aud dryress of the skin af'er using bad
soaps. The case is differcnt when Lano-
line Toilet Soap is used. This soap con-
tains unsaponified Lanoline, the fat natural
to the skin. The cleansing portion of the
soap cleanses away the dust and the impuri-
ties excreted by the skin, while the free
Lanoline supplies the loss of natural fat,
which keeps the skin in a smooth and
healthy condition. I: would seem that
Lanoline Toilet Soap is the pertection of
all toilet soaps.

He Anticipites

Mrs. Wallace—I do believe that a
woman could wear her dresses almost to
rags before her busband would notice it.

Mrs, Ferry—Thaat is not the case with
Mr Ferry, He notices the dinginess of my
clothes before I do. 1 can tell when I'm
shabby by his beginning to talk about how
scarce money is and how necessary it will
be for us to economize —Cincinnati En-
quirer.

Chairs Re-seated, Cane,8plint, Perforatied

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U. 8. Gov’t Report,  °

ABSOLUTELY PURE
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ALITERARY GEM.

A Vivid Description offa Ball in Elgin Albert
County.

I cannot help thinkinz that the follow-
ing society 1tem will b2 of interest to the
readers of ProGress, and even if it should
tail to call forth a passing smile it will at
least ba valuable as a literary curiosity,and
perhaps cheer the heart of some trembling
novice who yearns to start out upon the
thorny path which leads to the glittering
temple of fam2—I mean of course the path
of literature—but shriaks in self-distrust ot
his ability, and hesitates to take ths first
step. It will at least prove conclusively how
very slight are the  qualifications
required to secure the position of jcorres-
pondent to some newspapers. Style,j dic-
tion, correct English, even comm)n gram-
mar—all these are at a discount. This
paragraph appeared in a newspiper which
is published in close proximity to the city
of Moncton, and was a source of much in-
nocent enjoyment to the) readers of that
paper, at the tim: of its appearance. 1
have been careful to hold it until I ascer-
tained beyond doubt that the lady to whom
it refers had returned to her home in New
York, lest har feelings should be harrowed
by a second parual of this most flittering
tribute to her **qialities tor eateriaining”
but as Mrs. Blank left Canada just before
Christmas, I feel free to display the gem
that I have hidden from the full light of day
tor so leng. Here it is—

ELGIN, Albert Co., Nov. 21.—| Special.] Oie of
the most briliiant parties ever known in this village
was given last evening by Mrs. Francis Blank, who
is of New York city but has bailt a beautiful resi-
dence here where she spends her summer months
and intends leaving for home in a few days. The
party was givan to her many friends before leaving.
More than one huadred and eighty guests were
present, quite a nunber from Monctoa, Petitcodiac,
Havelock and Sussex. A special train was run at
har cost to accommodate thos2 who came from points
aloag the line. The hostess receiv:d in a beautiful
black brocaded satin and decorated with a charming
bouquet of chrysanthemums. Mrs. Blank’s g 1alities
for entertaining is seldom equilled. Music, whist,
with other games was the order of the evening. A
very elaborate supper was participated in befor®
retiring, by which every .one left the tible with a
mark of pleasure on his countenance. Mrs. Blank's
friends extead to her t_eir heartiest aad best wishes
for their pleasant evening.

I refrain from comment on this master-
piece of journilism, but I confess toa
burning curiosty concerning the ‘‘mark of
pleasure” which appeared oa the counten-
ance of every male guest as he le‘t the
table. It must have been strictly confined
to the members of the sterner sex, as the
chronicle states explicitly ‘his’ countenance
—What can that sign manual bave been ?
Suraly—but no, E!gin is a strictly temper-
ate place, and I am sure Mrs. Blank could
naver have won the esteem of so many
friends, and the unstinted praise
of the correspondent in question, had
she been in the habit of serving
anything ofa nature to ‘‘make glad the
heart ot man” at her entertainments. So
it must have been simply the joy of the
occasion which ill 1minated their count:n-
ances, and mid2 tham shine. Tae ladies,
having their feelings under better control
probably sho wed less ot the happiness they
falt, henze the distinction whic? se2ms a
little strange at fisst. May Mrs. Blank
long be spared to raturn to the shores ot

%igin and gladden th» inhabitants with he:
generous entertainments, and may the
chronicler ot E!gin saciety evants long con-
tinue to flhurish, ani to raport the sams, for
the city papers. ASTRA.

THEIR ANNUAL POW WOW.

Kent County Coune'llors Discuis Affairs of
State.

UcHIBUCTO, Jan. 19.—Thare is nothing
on this p'anet that can equal the Kent
county council. Talk about the World's
Fair eh ? There is more sport in one day
listening to the :Kent parliament trying to
do business than you could get out of ten
world’s fairs. This greatest show on earth
was open for five days here last week and
the attendance was larga. When Warden
Pineau of Acadieville.reached the chair he
delivered the followingaddress: Honorable
Councillors ot Kent, the English and
Franch languages tegether do not coatain
enough words to express my thanks for the
high position you bave placed me in. Such
positions as President of the United States,
Prime Minister of Eagland anl Emparor
of Germany sink into insiznificance when
compared with such an exalted state as
warden of the Kent county council. Asyou
are doubtless awar2, certain parts of the
world are in & very much disturbed state
at present an11t is a good tbing for the
world in general that this body his met.

Such minor things as concern our owa
country will bave to be laid aside for the
present until we settle this Cuban disturb-
ance and quiet the Turks. It will now be
in order for this honorable body to suggest
the best means ot carrying out the mea-
suves I have spoken of.

Councillor Wathen—I mova that the sum
of fi'teer dollars be taken out of the Richi-
bucto parish poor fund surplus -and de-
voted to war purposes. _

Councillor McKee—I will telegraph
Captain Gogain to have the Cocagne mili-
tia in readiness bv tomorrow.

Councillor Barrieau—England puts on a
little too much side— France can settle her
if necessity requires it.

Councillor Comean—This council is just
the same as France.

Councillor Peters—I will notify Jude
Finnegan immediately to drill the village
volunteers.

Councillor Marray—I would like to ask
Councillor Marphy if the Big Cove raserve
force are in good condition.

Cohuncillor Mu-phy—I think they would

require an application of Prussian oil before
marching.

Councillor Cormier—I move that the
sum of ten dollars be taken out ot the
Richibucto parish pror fund surplas to pur-
chase Prussian oil for the Big Cove reserve
force.

Councillor McM ister—I mov2 ;that all
the delinquent tax payers in the parish of
( srleton b2 prassed iato service.

Couacillor Diizle—Kezp the matter
quiet or they may pay up.

Councillor Frank R chard—I have just
received a telephone message from Mosie
Bar:ieau, who has charg: of th2 S:. Louis
cavalry, that they will be ready to leave
tomorrow.

Councillor Atkinson—Thz Harcour: in-
fantry have plenty of sand.—

Counacillor Bourgeois—I can assure the
council that th2 St. Paul navy wil do their
duty now asin the past.

Councillor Poirier—I move thit the
liquor dealers b2 provided with a gatling
gun and twelve repeating rifl>s to resent
the attack that the liquor inspector inteads
making on them shortly.

Chunzillor F. P. R.chard—I move this
council adj)urn and “‘sinz day, which
means torush to the treasurer’s offi ze collect
two dollars and a half per day.

COLONIAL GRANDEUR.

Ade'alde Scenes In the Early Days of Aus:
tralian Prosperlry.

Th2 Rev. H. R. Haweis, in his book,
“T'ravel and Talk,’ tells some amusing stor-
ies of the lzvess held at Government House,
Adelaide, in the early days of South Aus-
tralian prosperity. Tae government of the
period —a vary early ona—decreed that all
who presented themselves at his court
should wear court dress.

Tae number who aspirad to the honor of
presentation in those days was very small,
and among them there was but one who
possessed a tail coat. The difficulty was
not imsurmountable nevertheless.

The lucky owner of the coat went in,
made his bow and came out and th2n hung
the coveted possession on a tree for the
nex: comer to array bimseliin. This pro-
cess was na‘urally slow, and the governor

grew impatient and ingaired the reason of/ ¢

the delay.

It 1s sai! that the ludicrousness of the
situition struck him at once. He burst
out laughing and suspended the oppressive
regulation until such time as the colony
should be sufliziently advanc:d to live
mora genzrally up to tail coats.

It must bave been a little later on that
another amusing scene wis witnessed at a
presentation, for a colonist’s lady had then

arrived at the dignity ot a real Irish carp

purchased in Dablin. It was the only on

in the colony, and the lady wis propor-
tionately proud of it. She drove in grand
style to government house, the cynosure
ot all eyes. But her joy was damped,
when, after her own presentation, sh2
happened to look out of the window in
time to se2 another party arrive in an ex-
actly similar Irish car. Her pre-eminence
was gone and her mortification was ex-
trems.

Bat what was her angry and disgust at
seeing a third, and a fourth, and even a
fi'ts car arrive, all at due intervals. She
made her way down in a terrible state of
disappointment—ijast in tim3 to se3 her
own car, with her own driver, arrive with a
sixth bavy.

So far from not having created a sensa-
tion, the car had been too popular, and her
man had not been proot against the money
offered him to allow other people to ride
1 1t.

Telephone 38. Duvat, 17 Waterloo.
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