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AN OLD CONTROVERSY

ASTO WHICH WAS THE FIERSTNEWS-
PAPER ISNUED.

Belgium Claims to Have Furnished the
First Publisher Verhoeven—There 1s Much

"Timculty in Setr'ling the Matter Saiisfac-
torily—Other Matters.

The old controversy as to tke first news-
paper has broken cut afresh and in re-
spect of uncertainty and intensity it 18 to be
compared only with the discussion of the
questions, where was Homer born, what be-
came of Morgsn, and who struk W. Pat-
erson, Esq. The latest ebulicinn  mes
from Belgium, the clsim having been made
there that one Verhoeven, An Antwerp
printer, establiched in 1605 a Flemisb
paper with an unpronounced name and
that this paper antedates by some years the
first of the French papers, the Mercure
Francsis, wkich has for a lobg time erjoy-
ed the distinction of baving been first.
The truth of the matter ro far ss the date
of its establishment is concerned is that
the Mercure Francais was established by
the French printer Revaundot in 1605, the
same year that the Flcmish paper was es-
tablished in Antwerp, and that, therfore,
honors were easy tetween the two. :

The dflicuity of arriving et a satisfac-
tory solution ot the question of antiquity
among newspapers is due to the fact that
there is no concurrence of opiion among
the disputants as to what wes a newspaper.
The original newspajers were bulletins in
manuscript sent out to a tew favored ic-
dividuals, and later, the appearance of
news letters was regu'ated rot by the
calender but by eveuts. It, therefore,
there should be several matters of interest
in a week, several copies of the news letter
would appear, but it therc was nothing of
interest occurring, ten days or a fortnight
might elapse between tLe appearance ot
two numbers.

The difficulty of arriving at a proper
solution of the question thcrefore turns
upon what is to be considercd a news-
paper, and no general agreement upon
this question seems to be probable.
Tke oldest authentic English newspaper was
what was known 8s the Weekly News from
Italy, Germanie, and other places, pub-
lished in London in 1622, a sort of foreign
edition of an English psper, tke peculiar
notion prevailimg &t that time that the
colums of a newspaper to be interesting
should be filled with the rarratives ot
matter occurrirg away from home. It is
known that the first detailed account of a
local occurrence, the first report, as it
would be calied to-day, that made its
appearance in an English paper was pub-
lished in the News m 1741, tke nineteen
years having elapsed between the tounda-
tion of the paper and the publication of
news items in ita columns, seven years
more were permitted to elapse before the

publication, a red-letter event, of advertise-
ments, the first of which appeared in 1648.
The eatliest of the papers published in

Germany according to the  most
veracious account, was the Frapokfurter
Obenpostams  Zeitung. Just why the

printers of B.lgium, alternately under
Austrian, Frecch, Spanish and German
rule stou!d have taken an active and
progressive part in the establishment of
newspapers has never been made entirely
clear, but it is known, in a gencral way,
that there were editors in existence, so to
speak, in what ismow the kingdom of
Belgium long betore they made their ap-

earance in France, England or Germany.

his is no sound reeson perhaps why the
claims of the advocates of the Antwerp
printer Verhoeven, shculd be accepted as ,
establishing bis right to be known as the I
first newspaper publisher. Whatever the
facts may have been about journalism in
Belgium 300 years ago, King Lzopard’s
country takes high :ank to-day. There
are nine papers in Antwerp, most of them
dailias, ten in Ghent, seven in Bruges,
twelve in Lirge, nine in Verviersand
forty-five in Brussels.

The Place Where Adam Stood.

On the top of Mount Samanala, or
Adam's Peak, in the Island ot Ceylon,
stands a rock which is the great Mecca of
Buddhist pilgrims. For centuries they
have becn journeying up the mountein,
which is the highest on the island, to pay
their devotions to the isolated rock. Ac-
cording to the frue believers, atter Adam’
fall he was taken to the top of this mount-
ain by en angel. From its summit the first

man wzs shown all the ills that Lumanity
is heir to.  Proot of his presence there 1s
shown in a footprint upon the colid rock.
This impression is five and a balt feet long
by two and a half wide and  hows six per-
fect toex. It is also claimed that the chain
bridge across the canyon near the sacred
footpriot was put there by Alcxancer the
(Great.

A Book on Centenarians,

A book on the subject of old sge, pub-
lithed in England some time ago, furnish-
es some interesting information concerning
centenarians. Of the 52 mentioned, 36
were {emales. Eleven of these, were single,
5 were marzied and 36 widowed. Three
only were in affluent circumstances, 28
were comfortable and 19 poor. Nine were
fat, 18 in aversge conditicn and 20 thin.

Thirty-six bad good apetites, 10 moderate
and 2 bad. Fiiteen were total abstainers,

24 dravk a little, 6 were moderates and 1
drank whatever ha conld get. There were
7 bard smckers, 4 being woman. The aver-
age time of going to ted was 9 o'clock.
7 were bedridden. Twenty-four had no
teeth and only four he d artificial teeth.

THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY LE BOW

— e ——_

And Why the Archbishep of Canterbury
Was Confirmed There,

‘I'nere came over the cable on Tuesday
news from L. ndon to the effect that the
‘cor firmation of the Right Honorable and

Most Reverend Frederick Temple as Arch-
bithop of Canterbury and Primate of all
England ‘in the Church of St Mary le Bow
London, was interrupted by a protest
against the proccecings on the part of the
Rev Edward Brownjobn. The cable
brought further the comforting news that
after the protest had been rejectcd the
Rev. Mr. Brownjohn departed ‘amid the
groars of the audience.! T

A good many persons wondered what
really had happened, or rather what was
happening, when Mr. Brownjohn protested.
They knew that the cathedral church of the
Archbishop of Canterbury is in Canter-
bury; and they knew, further, that an
Archbishop is entaroned. Some persons
wondered if Dr. Temple had in some way
escaped being corfirmed, though they
knew that confimation by a Bishop follows
an English lad about as surely as measles:
that it he basn’t been confirmed and had
the measels, there is no hope on earth or
in heaven for him. But the interrupted
ceremony was described corrcetly, though
incompletely.

The church of St. Mary le Bow, in which
the ceremony was held, is a ‘peculiar’ of
the Archbishop of Caaoterbury. A ‘pecu-
liar’ in ecclesiastical law is a church per-
taining to some dignitary, withoutr the
jurisdiction of the authorities of the diocese
within which it stands. That is, its acci-
dents (to use another ecclesiastical term)
put it into one diocese, while it really and
truly telongs to another. So it was in his
rights over St Mary le Bow that the newly
‘elected’ Archbishop ot Canterbury was be-
ing confiimed on Tuesday when Mr. Brown-
john interrupted the proceedings tempor-
arily.

The famous Church of St. Mary le Bow,
called officially the Church of St. Mary de
Arcubue, and colloquially Bow Church,
stands in Chespside, London, about an
eighth of a mile east of St. Paul’s the
cathed.al ckurch of the Bishop of
Londen. It got its name of ‘de Arcubus,
from beirg the first church built in London
with stone arches. It was built in the time
¢t William the Conqueror, and the arches
which gave it the name are still standing,
down in the crypt. The present church
was built by Wren, after the Great I'ire,
and its steeple is described as being ‘‘the
most splendid of all his steeple composi-
tions.”

The bezutilul steeple of St. Mary’s con-
tains what is probably the mo:t famous
chime of bells in the world—Bow Bells.
Bow Bells called Whittington back to be-
come Lord Mayor of London; Bow Bells
it was to be born within sound of which
made a man a true cockney; Bow Bells,
tke appr: ntices’ friends. Dick Whittington,
running away from ill treatment in London
sat down on the first milestone to rest,with
his cat in his arms, and as he sat there he
heard Bow Bells ringout: ‘“Turn again,
Whittington, Lord Mayor of London!
Tarn again, Whittington, Lord Mayer of
London!” and turn he did and became
Lord Mayor four times, and member of
Parliament, and finally died full of honor
in 1423.

Then as to the Cockneys: ¢ Cocaigne,
the land of good living,” was once a
well-earned name of London, and only
those born within sound of Bow Bells could
be cockneys with right.

Then to the a apprentices of Cheapside,
Bow Bells were friends; for when they
rang out at 9 o’clock each evenin 7 the ap-
prentices ot Cheapside were released from
their duties. “‘This bell, says old Story,
“‘being usually rung somewhat late, as
seemed to the young men, ’prentices, and
others in Ckeap, they made ’and set up a
rhyme against the clerk as followeth :
Clerke of the Bow Bell, with the yeltow lockes.
For thy late ringing thy head shall have knockes.

Whereunto the clerk replying wrcte :
Children of Cheape, hold you all stili*

For you shall have the Bow Bell rung at your will.

After that there was peace in Coeap.

To the children, too, Bow Bells—or,
rather, the Great Bell of Bow—are well
known. In the game of London Bells the
Great Bell of Bow comes in like a reluc-
tant witness before a cross-examining law-
yer. The game brings in the names of

many of the old London churches.

“*Oranges and lemons.”

Say the bells of St. Clement's.
**You owe me five farthings.”
Say the bel s of St. Martins,
“When wiil you pay me ?"
8’& the bells of Old Balley.

* When I grow rich.”

Say the bells of 8horeditch.
“When will that be ?”

Say the bells of Stepney.

**T do not know.”

Says the Great Bell of Bow.

St. Mary le Bow, under its proper name
De Arcubus, gives its name to the Court
ot Arches, the chief court of the ecclesias-
tical Province of Canterbury. The court
used to sit in the church, but it has moved
now to the univairously named Knightrider
street. The Judge of the court is called
official'y tte official principal of the Arches
Court, but is known usually as the Dean
of the Arckes. Then there is a Court of
Pecnliars, which takes its name from the
jurisdiction, formed exercised by the Arch-
bichop over some fifteen churches in the
diocese of London ; this court now exists
only in name, as an apperdage to the Vic-
arste General oi the Archdiocese Punch
years ago had a picture of the Court of
Peculiars, or a Peculiar Court ; the subject
and the way it was treated can te imagined
even by an American.

On Physical Beau'y,

Certainly it is that a beautiful complexion
without correctly mirrors the health con-
stitutionally within. It is not possible to
keep the millions of pores free of albumin-
ous plugs, by the common bath, massage,
or any other form of scrubbing manipula-
tions. The gum which obstructs the pores,
must be dissolved iuto lymph as to allow
it to excrete in free perspiration, those
unsecreted elements which are continually
forming a basis for disease, may secrete
and excrete, as nature designed. No one
bathes thoroughly, who dees not go below
the surface. The reason why the mecical
Profession so willingly recommerd the pub-
lic Turkish bath, is from the fact, that its
a simple sweating process, without claims
to medical wvirtue, but they should
realize the danger of absorbing and inhal
ing of various poisionous gases cast off
trom the impure perspiring organiems from
which the premises is sure to become thor-
oughly charged, with no postibility of sate
disinfoction.

The beauty of the skin depends in a
great measure upon cleanliness. If the
pores are clogged with foreign matter: and
the excretory process cannot go on pro-
perly, black heads and kindred skin dis-
figurements appear, and the ekin besomes
dull and unhbealtby 1n appearance.

In order to clear the complexion the un-
healthy secretions must be cleared from
the pores, and the best and satest method

of doing this 1s the employment of the
home hot air bath cabinets, which are now,
happily, within reach of all, and if proper-
ly indulged in, their value cannot be over
estimated.
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An ordinary boy or girl 14
years old can learn shorthand
at home; lessons by mail. It
is a fascinating study, too—
leads to good positions in busi
ness. Send for p:imer, free.

Snell’s Business College
Truro, N. S

OONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

Announcements under this keading not exceedlng
five lines (about 35 words) cost 25 cents eac

}psertion. Five cents extra for every additional
ine.
WE CAN GIVE POSITIONS :c.:c:

all grades of ability. Agent°, Book-keepers, Clerks,
Farmers’ Sons, L.awyers, Mechanics, Physicians,
Preachcrs, Students, Married and Sinele Women,
Widows. Positions are worth from $400 00 to $2,
000 00 per annum. We have paid several of our
canvassers $50.00 weekly for years. Many have
started poor aud become rich v ith us. Particulais
upon application. State salary expected.

T. H. LINSCOTT, Manager, Tor NTo, ONT.

A"TE Old established wholesale House

wants one or two honest and ik

ustrious representatives for this section. Can pay
a hustler about $12.00 a week to start with. DRAWER
29, Brantford, Ont.

IGNS!

for office and store windows; for
beauty and durability they are un-
su?assed. We are sole importers
and agents of the original Letter
since 1881. ROBERTSON STAMP AND

LETTER WORKS, St. John, N. B.
Young men and women to help in

WA'“ TEn the Armenian cause. Good pay.

Will send copy of my little book, **Your Place in
Lite,” free, to any who w:ite. Rev. T. 8. Linscott,
OQutfits and materials,

Brantford, Ont.
HUT Kodaks and Cameras
trom $5 to $100. Practical infor-

mation ensuring success, free.
Save time and money by conlnltilﬁ us
ROBERTSON PruTO SUPPLY CO., Mas
onic Building, St. John, N. B

Our Whiv. Enamel Let-
ters make elegant signs

MEN everywhere to paint sigus

WA"TE with our patterns. No experience

required. Thirty dollars weekly. Send stamps for
patterns and particulars. BARNARD Bros. ToR-
ONTO, ONt.

WANTE

proof Cold Water Paint.
in United States last year.
49 Francis Xavier, Montreal.

RESIDENCE i 5e Sonaumer montbs.  That

RELIABLE MERCHANTS ih
each town to handle our water~
Five million pounds sold
VICTOR KOFOD,

tor the Summer months. That
pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop-
erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sta.
tion and within two minutes walk of the Kennebec-
casis Rent reasonable. Apnlg to H.i;G. Fenety,
Barrister-at-Law, Pugsley Building. 24 6-tf

Cood Words From 04 Students !

[No. 5.]

* % * Your Instruction thorougly accustom
the student to correct business habits and teache
how to do business in a business-like way * *—
Fred C MacNeill, Accountant and Book-keeper
for Messrs. J. H. Scammell & Co.

One week’s rest Xmas week. Then we are into
the work again January 4th for all we are worth,

Our catalogue contains
terms and lots of in-
formation.

Send for it.

S. KERR & SON

WHY?”

One teaspoonful of Tetley’s is found to equal

' The
P

j one dessertspoonful of most other teas.
40e. sza Lo,
' WHY ) —_Because our sealed packets contal®
e - only TEA-LEAVES,—no dried stalks or other
adulterations.
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Insure Against Fire..._

BY USING =t/

METAL

'Ash Barrels

We make them of Heavy Galvanized
Iron, and line the BOTTOMS with

ASBESTOS, thus giving couble se-

curity against fire.

F=mERrsoN &F—1SHER.

P, S.—Oil Stoves, Coal Hods, Shovels, Fire Irons, etc.

Merry Sleigh Bells

Winter is here and we are waiting
for the snow.

HAVE YOU GOT A NICE SLEIGH?

this FAMILY GL DSTONE,

Neatest and Handsomest Turcout m de

look at

If not, just

-

And then on this SINGLE SLEIGH - just the thing for

comfort and for fast driving. Strong and Duratkle,

For prices and all information apply to

JoHN EDGECOMBE & SONS,

¥ redexrlcton. IN. B.
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