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THR HISTORY OF BUTTONS. 

Gigantic Catches, Once Set in Diamonds, 

Now Reduced to Little Rags. 

Recently at the Hotel Drouot there was 

a sale of a curicus and interesting collec- 

tion of sncient buttons, the propeaty of 

Baron Perignan of Paris. This collection, 

which was exhibited in 1889 at the Exhibi- 

tion of, Docorative Arts, might rival any 

one of those belonging to the most enthus- 

iastic buttonists in the world. Clapisson, 

the musician, collected 7 750 different 

specimens. In 1849 a collector in Ghent 

exhibited more than 350000, and M 

Maignien, the librarian of the Grenoble 

library, gained a reputation in the branch 

of curiosities through his collection of but- 

tons of liveries and uniforms. 

The buttons of the eighteenth century 

bring high prices in the marketat the 

present time. There are some of them 

that Fragonard, we are told, decorated 

with bis msrvellous pencil. In bis time it 

was fashionable to make presen's of but- 

tons as big asa crown piece, on which 

a'legories and various subjact were craved 

Bachsutmont writes in his ‘Secret 

Memoirs,” Nov. 18, 1786: *“The mania 

for buttons is today extremely ridiculous. 

They are not only of enormous siz2, seme 

of them as big as six pound crowns, but 

miniatures and yitures are made upon 

them, and this ornamentation is extremely 

costly. Some of them represent the medals 

the twelve Cicrars, others antique statues, 

end till te Metamorphoses of 

Ovid.” 

Isabey, in his biographical notes, says 

that when he came to Paris hs worked for 

a living by making copies of Vanloos and 

Bouchers on the lids of snuff boxes, and 

that for these madallions he was paid from 

6 to 8 francs each. ** As it was still the 

fashion,” he said, ‘‘ to wear buttons as big 

as a five-franc piece, upon which cupids, 

others 

flowers, and landscapes were cut in cameo, | 

I went into that business. I got 12 sols 

for each.” 

Two years after this period in the life of 

Bichaumont buttons abandoned erudition 

to take up edileship. All the fice monu- 

ments of Paris were carved on them. Then 

came tho patriotic buttons, rep-esenting 

the takmg of the Bastile, the emblem of 

the three orders, the Phrygain cap, the 

portraits of Louis XVI., of Mirabeau. 

Shortly afterward these ornaments were 

laid aside. The reign of the artistic but- 

ton was over, and the mother of pearl 

became general. 

The oldest buttons at present in the 

museums and among the collections are 

the gold buttons discovered at Mycznx, at 

the time of the excavations undertaken by 

Dr. Schliemann, and also those found in 

the tomb of Childeric I. The latter were 

exhibited at the Louvre in the Musse des 

Souverains. They are made of gold and 

of colored glass, imitating garnet. But- 

tons detached from coper and religious 
garments of tae middle ages and of the 
Renaissance bave also been discovered. 
But the richest things of tho kind, be- 

yond a doubt, are those that were worn by 

Louis XIV, M. Maze-Sencier, in the 

«Register of Diamonds and Presents to 

the King.” at present preserved in the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, gives an offi- 
cial account of the buttons of that pom- 
pous sovereign. It is as follows: — 

‘Feb. 8, 1685—Montarcy presented to 
the King eighty diamond buttons, valued 
at 180,080 hres. : 

‘May 7, 1685—Made and delivered by 

Sieur Bosc, mix diamond buttons, 30,000 

Nvres. 
‘July 26, 1685—Handed over by Mont- 

arcy to the Marquis de Seignelay for the 
King seventy-five diamond buttons, 586 ,« 

703 livres. 
‘Aug. 1, 1685—Two diamond buttons, 

67,566 livres. 
‘Aug. 16, 1685—Three diamond buttons 

69,660 livres. 
‘Dee. 20, 1685— Four diamond buttons, 

83,775 livres. 
Another item mn the same year: 
‘July 26, 1685—Furnished by Mont- 

Scrofula 
Makes life misery to thousands of 

people. It manifests itself in many 

different ways, like goitre, swellings, 
running sores, boils, salt rheum and 

imples and other eruptions. BScarce- 
y a man is wholly free from it, in 
some form. It clings tenaciouséy until 
the last vestige of scrofulous poison is 

eradicated by Hood’s Sarsaparilla, the 

One True Blood Purifier. 

Thousands of voluntary testimonials 

tell of suffering from scrofula, often 

inherited and most tenacious, in every 
possible form, positively, perfectly 
and permanently cured by 

Hoods 
Sarsaparilla 

The One True Blood Purifier, Small size, 2s. 9d.; 
large, 4s. 6d. Bold by all chemists, or by post of 
0.1. Hood & Co., 3, Snow Hill, London, E. C. 

he bes fter-di 

Hood’s Pills ils, sia digestion. 1s. 13d. 

ECZEMA 
Most Torturing, Disfiguring, 

Humiliating 

Of itching, burning, bleeding, scaly skin 

and scalp humors is instantly relieved 

by a warm bath with CuTICURA SoAP, 

a single application of CuTicURA (oint- 

ment), the great skin cure, and a full dose 

of CuricurA RESoLVENT, greatest of blood 

purifiers and humor cures. 

(Uticura 
eMEDIES speedily, permanently, and 

economically cure, when all else fails. 

PorTegr DRUG A¥D Crem. Corp... Sole Props., Boston. 

p#~* How to Cure Every Skin and Blood Humor,” free. 
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arcy for the King’s vest: Forty-eight gold 
buttons, each set with a diamond, and 

ninety-six clasps, forty-eight of which were 
¢>mposed of five diamonds each, and forty- 
eght of one diamond each, 185,123 livres. 

“Also 384 clasps for the doublet of the 
King, 162 of which were formed ot five 

diamonds each, and 162 of one diamond 

each, 1,006 345. 
“In addition, there were seven ornamen- 

tal clasps of three diamonds each, 201,270 

livres 
“Sundry presents, thirty-three ornameat- 

ed clasps, 574,366 livres.” 

Toat foots up a total of about three 

millions for the huttons of the ‘Great 

King" for the single year of 1685. The 
preceding year Louis X[V. received a lot 
of buttons that were valued at 1 071,000 

livres. In these enumerations there is no 

meution of the diamonds for the shoes, the 

girters, the cuffs, and the hats of the 

monarch. 
We ar: obligel to admit, with our coats 

and overcoats garnished with miserable 
little cloth and byae affaira, we cut a poor 
ngure in fancy bu'ton buviness compared 
to the dudes of the days of Louis X1V. 

A KING AND HIs BONS. 

Something Interesting About the Royal 

Family of Greece, 

The present revolation in Crete has bad 
one effect, which, perhaps, nobody fore- 

saw. It has made the royal family of 

Graece very popular. 

Taz King of GGreec2 isnot a native—and 
Gre:ce do:s no: always take kindly to 

aliea rulers. Otho of Bavaria, the first to 

ascend tha throne after independence had 
been won from Turkey, ended by being 

driven out of the country. Tae Duke of 
Edinburg, their first choise, declined the 
sovereignty. Finally the National As- 

sembly elected the :¢:ond son of the pres- 
ent King of Danmark, and he was crowned 
in 1863 as Georgios I. 

King George was then only eighteen 

years of age, Little was known of him, 
save that he was tall and strong and came 
of a wealthy family, that he had served in 
the Danish navy, and that he was inclined 

to be cautious and taciturn in manner. 
He began to be personally liked when, 

in 1867, he married the Grand Duchess 
Olga, eldest daughter of the Grand Duke 
Constantine of Russia, great uncle to the 
present tsar. She belonged to the Greek 

Church, and that helped the Greeks to 
overlook the fact that George himself is a 
Lutheran Protestant. 

Still the Greeks could not yield full al- 
legiance to a king who was not a Greek. 

Once or twice, when he followed unwise 

counsels, the nation seemed on the verge 
of anarchy. But in 1886, after the Servo- 

Bulgarian war, he and his subjects agreed 
that it was high time to fight Turkey; and 

though England interiered, the Greeks felt 

that their king had shown the spirit of a 
patriot, Needless to say, the attitude of 
the royal family toward the Cretan revolu- 
tionists—who themselves are Greeks in all 
but name — has bound the throne and the 
people very closely together. 

Perhaps the best-loved man in southarn 
Europe at this time is Prince Gorge, the 
k ng’s second son. Companion readers 
have heard of bim before. It was he who, 
by attacking and disarming a mad fanatic 
in a Japanese town, six years ago, saved 
the life of the present tear. 
Toe action showed courage and pres- 

ence of mind, and it proved also that the 
young man, who will be tweaty-eight in 
June, is very much of an athlete. In fact, 
he served as referee of the Olympic Games 
at Athens last spring. Admiring friends 
say that the prince—who is the captain of 
a flotilia of gunboats—is the strongest man 
in the Greek navy. 

Prince Constantine, Duke of Sparta, the 
e'der brother of George and the heir ap- 
parent, has also ‘gone to the war,’ and is 
in command of the Greek troops on the 
Thessalian frontier. He 1s George's 
senior by less than a year, but he is married 
and the father of two sons. 

Whether the fine qualities of these young 
princes shall be displayed in war or in 
peace is still an open question. The story 
goes that whenever a Russian minister 
b/ings forward a proposal calculated to 
trouble the trarqullity of England, the 
tsar quietly suppresses it, on the ground 
that ‘grandmamma (Queen Victoria) must 
not be bofhered.’ 
War would ‘bother’ many illustrous rela- 

tives of the royal family ot Greece, which 
is directly allied to the sovereigns of 
Great Britain, Germany and ussia. 
Doubtless King George is more anxious 
for piece than he sometimes seems. 
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“IYHROWN UPON THE WOLLD.’ 

History of Some Ladies Who are Working 

in Government Offices 

A visitor to one of the government offi es 

where women are employed in one of our 

cities desires to give in the Companion an 

exact account of what he saw and heard 

there. He was conducted by the superin- 
tendent, an old man of large experience. 

The last room inspected was filled with 

women at work. 
The visitor remarked, ‘‘This is a higher 

class of women than that employed at the 
same work in some other kinds of business. 

These women have been educated, and 

bave refined, faces and voices. I should 

judge they are not used to manual labor of 

any kind.’ 
““ They are not,” was the reply. “‘In 

almost every case they are the widows or 

daughters ot men whose income died with 

them, but who, while living, gave to their 

families luxuries beyond their means. 

¢ That!young girl by the window was in 

fashionable scciety in New York two years 

azo. Her father, with a salary ot five 

thousand dollars, lived far beyond his 

means. The woman in mourning is the 

widow of a physician whose income aver- 

aged six thcusand dollars. He probably 

spent eight. 
“That pale girl}is the daughter of a mas- 

terbuilder,who lived comfortably among his 
old fmends until he was se:zed with politi- 
cal ambition. Ile moved into a fine house, 
had bis carriage, servants, and gave balls 
He died, and his daughter earns twelve 
dol'ars a week, on which she supports her 
mother. There is hardly a woman here 
who is not th: victim ot the vulgar am%- 
tion which makes a family ap? its weathlier 
neighbors in its outlay.’ 

‘That is an ambition not peculiar to us 
Americans,’ said the visitor. 

‘It is more common among us, because 
in-other countries social position depends 
upon birth, while here it is usually fixed by 
money. How many families in every class 
do you know who are pretending to a 
larger pecuniary wealth than they have?’ 
The visitor pisses on the question to the 

reader.— Youths Companion. 

HE HAILED PRINCE GEORGE. 

An American in a Predicament Asked 

Royal Help and Go: It, 

When Prince George of Greece was in 

the United States to attend the World's 
¥ air his presence was hardly noticed, and 

he was not compelled to run the gantlet of 
Chicago interviewers. So 1i came that 

perhaps the Prince's first experience with 
the American method of asquiring know- 
ledge for dissemination was afforded by an 
Am rican artist who attended the Olympic 

games to illustrate an article for a New 
York magazine. 

Oa the day of the swimming contests the 

artist was unable to find the boat which he, 
together with a party of friends, had 

chartered for the occasion. The races took 
place on the harbor, about three miles 

from tho city, and the artist, armsd with 

cameras and sketching tolls, wandered 

about on the crowded shores until he bar- 
gained succassfully with two men for a 
boat. After paddling about for a time with- 

out seeing much chance of viewing the 

races he made up his mind to board one 
of the larger vessels with which the water 
was crowded. He chose for his piratical 

designs one of the largest and best appear- 

ing of all the gayly decked craft and made 
his wishes known to his boatmen. Al. 

though he did not understand ons word of 
Greek, there was no misunderstanding the 
fact that they forcibly remonstrated, and 
the more he commanded the more emphatic 
became their expostulations. He finally 
overruled their objzctions and induced them 
to row within calling distance of the big 
vessel. The artist hailed a man on deck 
in French telling him who he was and what 
he wanted. The stranger answered in very 
good English, and, after inviting the artist 
aboard, he brought a chair ani arranged a 
place trom which a good view of the start 
and finish could be had. Then he excused 
himself. 
The American was very busy for a while, 

but it gradually occurred to bim that the 
boat hz was on was receiving a great deal 
of attention. After it began to move every 
othr vessel saluted. When the races were 
finished and his host returned to the deck, 
the artist learned that he had been received 
by Prince George of Greece. He suffered 
a little consternation at the beginning, but 
the Prince did not appear to notice 1t and 
chatted cordially while he showed his guest 
about the vessel, finally posing before ths 
camera The artist was set ashore at his 
own request after a little trip about the 
bay, in the course of which the missing boat 
was encountered. and he bad the pleasure 
of nodding to his friends from the deck of 
the royal yacht. 
At one of the fetes following the games, 

at which there ware many Americans—and 
by the way, it was distinctly worth while 
being an American during the week of the 
games—one of the young Americans re- 
garded the Prince with some boyish awe, 
and gravely saluted as he saw the Greeks 
salute. The Prince told him, tacttully, 
that he did not salute thus, ‘because you 
are an American.’ 

Not Much Ahead. 

The disposition of the irrepressible 

Yankee not to let a man of any other 
nationality crow over him crops out in 
many ways. 
‘We have a lot of national anniversaries 

about the house that would be im- 
proved by being painted. Painting 

is not the hard work it used to be. You can 
get just the coloryou want, mixed, ready to 

use, and no matching of colors, no fussing, no trouble. 

Open the can, stir the paint, dip in the brush, and go to painting. 
In the time it took to mix paints, by the old methods, you can now have 
the work well finished. 

One kind of paint will not do for a house, table, buggy, and a bath 

tub any more than one kind of cloth would answer for all sorts of clothing. 

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINTS are made for all purposes. 
Not one paint for all surfaces, but a different paint for each surface. 

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS FAMILY PAINT is made for cupboards, 

shelves, baseboards, etc. 
made in twenty-one colors. 

It has an oil finish that can be washed. It is 

Our booklet, “Paint Points,” is a good thing for you to have. It 

tells many interesting things about paints—good and bad paints. It tells 

what to paint, and how to paint it. 
2” Tor booklet, address 

It is free. A postal will bring it, 
7 St. Genevieve Street, Montreal. 

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO. 
CLEVELAND 
CHICAGO 
NEW YORK 
MONTREAL 

in our country that you don’t know any- 
thing about,” said an Enzlishman. ‘You 
‘aven't any Guy Fawkes day.’ 

‘No,” replied the American. ‘We 
haven't any ‘gay fox day’ that I've ever 
heard of, but we’ve got a ground-hog day, 
and don't you forget it!’ 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED. 

The Teacher's Theory was Right but the 

old Man Knew it All 

At a village debate—one of a series held 

in saltville for ths discussion of scientific 

and political questions—rnearly all present 
agreed that the report of a gun was caused 

by the rushing of the air into the guun-bar- 
rel immediately after the discharge. 
The chairman of the evening was an old 

soldier, who listened to the statements of 
the speakers with an expression of good- 
natured scorn on his bronz:d countenance. 
When appealed to at last for his 
opinion, he gave it with great deliberation. 

‘It’s been real interes'in’ to hear the 
young fellers talk and expound their know- 
ledge,’ said the chairman, nodding toward 
the district schoolteacher and another 
young man who had set forth their views in 
high sounding terms, and bad been listened 
to with mingled wonder and delight. 

‘I dunno when I've been at a more in- 
structin’ talk—dunno’s I ever have. But 
there's jest ome thirg I'd like fo have some 
ot you knowledgeable folks bear in mind : 
theory is one thing, and practice is anoth- 
er; and your theory that it's the air that 
makes the noise won't hold for an old sol- 
dier like me. 

‘I'll give ye a case in p’int ; suppose you 
drill a deep hole in a solid rok, fill it full 
o’ powder, and tetch it off. The rock, 
gentlemen and friends,’ said the chairman, 
in his best official manner, ‘the rock is 
blowed to smithereens, hole an’ all! Now 
what would make the noise in sech a case, 
it your theory was right? I tell ye, it's 
one thing to read books, and it’s another 
to have exper’ence,an’ I've got exper’ence, 
my friends !’ 

It is said that among the older members 
of the audience there were some who seri- 
ou-ly talked of the unfitness of the district 
school-teacher for his position. Their feel- 
ings was quieted, however, by the chair- 
man’s generous statement that ‘it wasn’t 
fair to expect a feller only goin’ on thutty 
to know everything.’ 

Umbrellas Mad . Re-ocovered, Repairad 
Duval, 17 Waterloo. 

A BOY'S DIARY. 

Boys get Sentimental Over Relies as Well as 
do the Girls, 

A mother describes in the Interior how 

she came to look upon the rubbish in her 

boy's drawer as his unwrit‘en diary and the 
basis of his autobiography. She said to 
him one day: 
‘My son, your burzau drawer is full of 

rubbish. You bad better clear it out.’ 
Yes, that would be his great delight; so 

we began. 
‘This horseshoe is of no use—’ 
‘Oh yes, it is ; I found it under granipa’s 

corn-crib, and he let m2 have it.’ 
‘These clamshells you'd better break up 

for the hens—’ 
‘Why, mamma, I got them on the beach, 

you kaow, last snmmer !’ 
‘And this faded ribbon—burn it up.’ 
‘Ob no! That was our class badge for 

the last day of school, and I want to keep 
it. 

‘Here is that old tin flute yet! Why do 
you heap up such trash ?’ 

That is a nice flate that Willie gave me ) 
Didn't we have a : two Christmases ago. 

splendid time that day 
‘Well, this bottle is good for nothing—" i cy {izes, $25 to £100. 
‘Oh yes, it is. That 1s the bottle [ used 

for a bobber when we went fishing at Gre ns 
Lake. A black bass pulled that bottle 
away under water !’ 
Toen the mother thought that to destroy 

these historical relics would be to obliterate 
pleasant memories. 

T0 CHECK EXPECTORATION. 

This Might Apply in Many Other Offices 

Outside of Indianapolis, 

The following interesting but repulsive 

story is taken from the Indianapolis Jour- 
nal, where it appears as the talk of a lady 

typewriter. It must be that it is much ex- 
aggerated, but even so it may do good. 

‘It testimony concerning’the prevalence 
of masculine expectoration could be taken 
from type-writers, some startling revela- 
tions might be made. I am in an office 
with seven or eight alleged gentlemen, who 

all diztate fletters to me, and who all ex- 
pectorate freely around me as I sit at my 
machine. After they have departed I 
throw blotters on the floor all avout, to 
wake my surroundings endurable. 

‘Strange to say, cot one of them hss 
ever no'i’ed how my floor is strewn with 
blotters, except in one instanc2, when our 
president remarked, ‘Miss Mary, you use 
a great many blotters.” My response was 
“Yes, sir; I bave to.’ 
‘The colored porter finally made out the 

reason of my conduct. He probably 
apprised some of the men in the office, 
for matters have been pleasanter for me 
since. To all girls who have been annoy- 
ed in this way, I earnestly recommerd tke 
blotter system. To attract attention to a 
reform helps it on. 

Not a Coward. 

While a number of white boys were 

skating in Kentucky, a negro boy came to 
the creek and commenced putting on his 
skates. The skaters tried to drive him 

away, but-he wotild not go. This aroused 
their anger, and one of them challenged 
him to fight and ca'led him a coward be- 
cause he refused. 
“A little while later the pugilistic lad broke 

through the ice. The white boys ran fran- 
tically about from his peril ; but the negro 
threw off his coat, dived into theicy water 
and Happily succeeded in saving the life of 
the youngster who had called him a coward. 
Tbe rescued boy cannot te destitute of 

the sence of shame, and in this he has no 
doubt been sufficiently punished without 
having his name printed. 

“Run It by Water.’ 

A young lumberman of northern Minne-- 

sota, whose habits of drinking had given 
the ‘‘blind staggers” to his business, re- 
formed and ran his sawmill with profit. 
While in the transition period he met Tom 
an old friend. 
‘How are you ?' asked Tom. 
repr well, thank you; but I have just 

seen's doctor to have him examine my 
throat.’ 

‘What's the matter ?’ 
‘Well, the doctor couldn’t give me any 

encouragement. At least, he could not 
find what I want to find.’ 
‘What did you expect him to fiad 
‘I asked him to look down my throat for 

the sawmill and farm that bad gone dewn 
their in drink ’ 

‘And did he see anything of them »’ 
‘No; but he advised me if ever I got an- 

other mill to run it by water.’ 

OR virs Re-seated, Cane, Splint, Perforated . 
Dwval, 17 Waterloo. 

STAR LINE STEAMERS 

FREDERICTON and WOODSTOCK 
(Eastern Standard Time.) 

0 

Mail steamers David Weston and Olivette leave 
St. John every day (except Sunday) at 8 a m. for 
Fredericton and all intermediate landings, and will 
leave Fredericton every day (except Sunday) at 
7.30 a. m. for 8t, John. Steamer Aberdeen will 
leave Fredericron every TUESDAY, THURSDAY 
aod SATURDAY at 6.30 a. m. for Woo 1stock, and 
will leave Woodstock, on alternate days at 7.30 
a. m. while navigation permits. 

GEO. F. BAIRD, Manager. 

100 coon §econd-hand 
HACKS, LANDAUS, COUPES, BREAKS, 
WAGONETTES, DEPOT CARRIAGES, 

etc., etc., $100 :0 #300. 
$200 to $600, 

75 good strong Hacks, Coupes, Barouthes, Depot 
; Some odd style vehicles 

for the price of gear. 2,000 vehicles in stock, new 
and seeond hand. Lowest prices. 

HENDERSON BROS, 

North Cambridge, Mass, 

50 trom 

Mechanics’ Institute 

Week 

Commencing AP RIL 26 

An entire New Show from start to finish. 
Not an Old Face on the bill, 

NEW FARCES. 
NEW SPECIALTIES. 

PRICES 10c. AND 20c. 
Be sure to see this mammoth show, eclipsing 

all previous efforts. See the 
Farce Comedy, 

THE SPECULATOR, 
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