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It may not be needful, in this day of 

literary clubs and multitudinous author- 

ship, toc commend the study of poetry ; and 

yat there may bs some who contemn such 

study, from an ultra-religious or an ultra- 
utilitarian stand-point. Many consider 

poetry not, as science or philosophy, a 
subject for meditative thought, but merely 
as an easy recreation. The poe ic art, 
however, equires study, and implies men- 
tal growth and developement. Ifyou have 
never become a student in the school of 
the Muses it is not too late to begin. 

This 13 a wide domain, and the product 
tharein of great variety. There is more- 
over, that which is adaptable to the pres- 

ent taste and capacity of all. Cast about 
and find what is suitable for you; 

gather your mixed treasures ;—aow a glint 
of gold hints of auriferous possibilities be- 
fore you, now a single pearl, or a red or 

purple gem, wil declare the crown be- 
starred, or the rob» encrusted, which you 

may don by and by. You need not begin 
with Dante, or Milton, or Browning ;— 

above all, do not feel that you must affsct 
a liking for these, or knowlad ze of them. 
But when you have arrived at them, in 

your real appraciation, in th: d:velopment 
0° jidgement and taste, claim them yours, 

as far as you do really apo ropriate them. 
Meanwhile do not be afraid to acknowledge 

the plainer muse who can charm you now. 
The grains of gold t>day—gather them in 

your hand; you will come tothe missy 
yeliow bar in some tom>rrow, and lift that, 

too. 

A man of real talent, a strong, elemental 

man, with a vein of poetry in bim,—con- 
fessed to m2 he could no® be interested by 

Shakespeare, but that Burns delighted him. 
I could not blame or despiss his taste, 
finding many points where I wasin sym- 

pathy with him. I could not tell him, ex- 

cept by the li‘tle enthusiasm I could ex- 
press, that there was something in the 

great Briton of which he had nevar con- 
eeived. I knew I had only seen a little of 
that mighty realm the poet's magic had 

opened up. But I liked the honesty of the 
man who would not profess a knowledge 

he did not possess, and a taste he had not 
seriously tried to educate. Bat he who now 

cultivates his Longfellow may one day ar- 

rive at the profundities of Dante, or 
Browning, or to the universal truth of 

Shakespeare. 

It was formerly more the practice o” ra- 

lizious people to contemn the study of poe- 

try, and especia'ly the drama, than it is at 

present. Sometimes books of this kind 

are sti!l denounced with true Paritanic re- 

probation ; but, on the whole the Church is 

too enlightened for the trumpet of the phil- 

istine-bigot to sound this note over loudly. 

We read, not along ago, of a young South- 

erner who was brought summarily to hook 

for a complimentary allusion to, Shakes- 

peare, in illustration of his point ‘with 

regard to the Bible a3 literature.” Some 

mental kinsman of Lachlan C.mpbell, 

doubtless, forthwith arose in church and 

‘delivered a very severe Puilippic against 

Shakespeare and ‘others of his tribe,’ siy- 

ing that they hid done incalculable barm 

to the cause of sound morality and religious 

instruction.” This literary iconoclast 

found a prompt ally in thy pastor of the 

church, who presently declared that be 

‘had never read but one play of Shakes- 

peare’s, and very little else of secular liter- 

ature.” The minor critics of the church 

immedia‘ely followed the major, as the fl ck 

follows the bell-wether through a gap in 

the fence ; so that the young man, over- 

whelmed by the msjority, ‘‘went to his 

home a sadder but, perhaps a wiser man.” 

The reverse of such opinion is given in 

a (aotition from Farrar, in the article 

from which we quote [Edwin Mims, M. 

A. in his article, is the Southe n Methodist 

2sview, on ‘Poetry and the Spiritual 

Life,”] therefore we will reproduce it. It 

is the testimony of a mature and highly- 

developed man, who is able to appraise the 

value of poetry as a study. ‘I dare to say 

that | bave learnad more of high ani holy 

teaching from Dante dnd Shakespeare, 

Milton and Wordsworth, Browning and 

Tennyson, than I have learned from many 

of the professed divines. The poets have 

given me more consolation in sorrow, more 

passion for righteousness, more faith in the 

divine goodness, more courage to strive 

after tha attainment of the divine ideal, 

more insight into the sacred charities which 

save us from despairing over the li‘tleness 

of man, than I have derived from other 

men. . . . Next to these [Christ and the 

prophets and apostles of the Bible, ] of all 

human teachers I would place the illumined 

souls of the few Christian poets of the 

world who, sweeping aside the sham and 

rabbish of Pharisaism, lead us to realities 

and to the living Corist.,” How like is the 
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testimony of the P.eicher to that of the 
most helpful and healiny of all poets! 

‘B'rsi1ingz be with vhem, and eternal praise, 

Tae poets - who on earth have made us heirs 

Of truth and pure delight by heavenly lays i 

Oh! mizht my name be numbered among theirs, 

T ien gladly wou'd I end my morlal days.” 

Mr. Mims, on his own part, declares 

that Shakespeare ‘more than any man that 
bas evor lived, had a vision of the life of 

man in its entirety,” and he seconds tle 
opinion of Dr. Broadus, delivered before 

the students of Vanderbilt university, that 

the scholars of tha church ‘‘could not afford 
to leave Shakespearz out of their libraries.’ 

Next, he maintains, Wordsworth ‘‘had a 

vision of nature as the revelation of God 
and as the teacher and comforter of man: 
. « . To an age of materialism he spoke a 

m>ssege of spirituallite ; to the age of doubt 
and skepticism he brings the calm and rest 
of a sublime faith in God and man and 
nature.” Tennyson, too, he exalts, for he 

‘has many a message for those who are 

seeking for the tcuth ;" and as for Brown- 
ing, his *‘faith in God and immortality and 
Christ was never shiken; his poetry is 

a triumphant a*sertion of those fundamental 
facts of the spiritual lite.” 

As for the effect of the study of poetry 
upon the intellect, it should not be neces- 
sary to argue, that, in due proportion, with 

scientific, mathematical and logical studies 
it has an influence ennobling, strengthen- 
ing and refining. The poetic passion is in 

itself pure, and may hav: 8 modifying effect 
upon a character in which much of evil 
may exist. Byron, though a poet, may in- 
deed bz a bad man; but Byron, the man, 

might bave been worse but tor the poetic 

element, which, in spite of the earthy and 

even lurid tinge it took, we hold to have 

been a saving quality. With the best of 
men, however, poetry has been a lamp lit 

with celestial fire, a smil3 of the godlike 

f .ce, more radiant and beneficent than the 
one at his rising. 
A man of character and intellect, able in 

executive matters, and a reasoner, but 
with scant imaginative endowment, de- 

clared to us that he never read a piece of 

verse without wishing it bad been written 
in prose, that he might the better under- 

stand it. He bad several times attempted 
an epic, but soon desisted, feeling that he, 
and not the epic, was deficient, for if he 
could be would willingly understand and 
enjoy it. We bave, indeed, thoughtit a 

good practic for the students of poetry, 

that of recasting verse into prose form, as 
an analytic exercise. There is some verse 
indeed, which would be just as poetic in 
substance, if cast into limpid prose,—and 
this is an exceedingly good test of its 
quality. Take, for example, afew lines 

from William Starp’s ‘“‘Sospiri Di Rome, 
which by the transposition of a few words 

may be rendered as follows: 
“Through the tall corn of the Sabine 

valleys, and through the seeding, goes the 
nimble-footed wind. I hear a blithe voice 
calling. What says the wind as it passeth 
by,—the shepherd-wind ? l.ow laughech he, 

far and near, and the red poppies lift their 

heads, tossing them in the sun. A thousand, 
thousand blooms, in the air tossing banners 
of joy ; for it is the shepherd-wind that in 
passing by singeth low and laugheth 
through the seeding grass and the tall 
corn.” 

Oar reader will have read—and will he 

not instantly recall it?—Wordworth’s 
description of a bank of daffodils in motion 

blithe as that of the poppies : 

“1 wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o’¢r va'es and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host of golden daflodils ; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle en the[millky way, 

IVEN 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of the bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

“The waves beside them darced, but they 

Out did the sparkling waves in glee : — 

A poet could not but be glad 

In such a jocund company : 

I gazed—and gaz>d—but little thought 

The wealth the show to me had brought.” 

But here follows the starza—holding the 

poet’s central idea, as a husk the kernel— 

that makes of the piece a poem, instead of 
merely a bit of bright description : 

“For o't when on my couch I lie, 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They fl ish upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude, 

And then my heart with pleasure fills 

And dances wi'h the daflodils.*’ 

A correspondent speaks in commenda- 

tory terms of “The Seven Seas” by Rud- 
yard Kipling: ... “You will like them 
better than the ‘Barrack-Room Ballads.’ 
Part of these, indeed, are ‘DB irrack-Room 

Ballads,’ but the greater poems ara not. 

His ballads are unique in their kind, how- 
ever,—real ballads, and presenting the 

life of the British soldier. But the other 
poems are all alive with 1naginative beauty’ 
and invention. I think you will like them.’ 

* * » 

*“The Forge in the Forest,” by Charles 
G. D. Roberts, we are glad to learn is 

well spoken of in the press, and is success- 

ful in the market. In ten days 1000 copies 
were sold. We expect to treat this work 
in a future paper; and also “The Book of 

the Native,” by the same author, which is 

recived with much favor. 
* * * 

(‘barles and Mary I) ckens, son and 

daughter of the great novelist, are dead. 

While the brother was being buried at 
Mortlake, the sister was lying at Farnham, 

a small village in Surrey famed for its 
castle and Episcopal palace. “Mamie” 

Dickens,—so called by her father—is 

familiarly known on this side the sea 

through her writings. She was the elder 

of the two daughters of Dickens, and was 
born in 1838 when he was in the throes 
of writing *'Oliver Twist.” ” 

* *» “ 

Balzac, the French writer, is to be com- 
memorated by a statue at Toure, the city 
in which he was born. Oa the house made 
signal by so important event a tablet has 
been pliced, and oa thy notary’s office 
where he served his apprenticeship another. 
The statue is designed io occupy one [of 
the public squares, and will be welcome a- 
dornment to the city in which are statues 
also of D sscartes and Rabelais. 

Pastor FELIX. 

INFORMATION WANTED. 

H Shorey Co. of Montreal are taking Prompt 

measures to enable the readsrs of this 

paper te get what they ask for. 

We will send free of charge to any Lady 
or Gentleman one of the following useful 
and valuable articles : 

A desk tablet in leatherette with lead 
pencil, calendar and adjustable writ- 
ing block elegantly stamped in gold. 

A leather pocket match case with 
brass striker. 

A 100 pages alligator leather memo- 
randum book, gilt edged and ruled. 

A leather and celluloid cigar case, with 
calendar, very compact. 

An elegant canvass covered pocket 
wallet, bound in red leather, with 
memorandum book. 

As a compensation we only ask, ft you 
are a resident of a town or village coatain- 
ing th: number of inhabitants mentioned 
below, to send the names of merchants who 
dealin clothing or Dry Goods and from 
whom you have inquired for and are unable 
to obtain Shorey’s make of clothing or 
Rigby Waterproof Cloth or Clothing. 

From a village or town of 500 to 1200 
inhabitants send 2 names. 

From a village or town of 1200 to 6000 
inbabitants send 3 names. 

From a village or town of 6000 or over 
inhabitants send 4 names. 

Our reason for making this offer is that 
as a consequence of making a superior class 
of clothing a demand bas been created for 
our goods, ani it has been claimed that it 
was sometimes impossib'e for people to get 
our mike from their dealers who probably 
could make more profit by selling an in- 
ferior class of goods. We wish to investi- 
gate the matter and intend arrnaging that 
evaryone shall be able to obtain Shorey’s 
Guaranteed Clothing, no matter in how 
obscure or ou'-of-the-way place they may 
reside. 
As were are receiving a number of names 

of merchants who are already our custom- 
ers and who keep our goods, we wish it 
distinctly understood that the conditions 
are, that you must inquire for and find out 
that our goods are not kept in stock and 
by any merchant whose name you send us. 

H. Suorey & Co , MONTREAL. 
Wholesale Clothiers aad Dealers in Rigby 

Waterproof Clothing and Cloth. 

Rats and the ¥Flague, 

According to Dr. James Can'ile, in The 
Lancet, the diseare called the bubonic 

plague, now ragingin Asia, attacks rats 
before it makes its appearance among 
human beings in the same locality. A 
month before the plague broke out in the 
city of Bombay it was observed that the 
rats were dying by thousands. Other 
animals are also affzcted, but none so soon 
or to fatally as rats. 

—_— 

Mrs. Thom, wife of one of Quebec's best 

known Educators for fifty years, writes: 

«It is marvellous how ‘Quickcure’ subdues 

pain.’ 

ON’S 
ANODYNE 

HN INIMENT 
Cares Every Form of Inflammation. 

Tt was originated in 1810, by the late Dr. A. Johnson, an old fashioned, nobl i va ; 0, ode son, « as ¢ e hearted Famil 
Physician, to cure all ailments that are the result of irritation and inflammation; such 4 
asthma, abscesses, bites, burns, bruises, bronchitis, colds, coughs, croup, catarrh, chaps, 
chilblains, colic, cramps, cholera-morbus, diphtheria and all forms of sore throat, earache 
fractures, gout, headache, influenza, la _grippe, lame back, side, neck, mumps, muscular 
soreness, nervous headache, pimples, pain anywhere, rheumatism, stings, sprains, stiff joints 
toothache, tonsilitis, wind colic and whooping cough. The great vital cod muscle nervine. 

“Best Liver Pill Made.” I have used your Johnson's Anodyne Lini- 
*| ment for more than fifty years in my family, 9 J 

5 Have used it for colds, coughs, sore throat, 
stings, cramps, sore stomach, rheumatism, 

re int colic, toothache, neuralgia, etc., 
5 $ and found it always good in every way 

Positively cure Biliousness and Sick Headache, liver | 7p 2 Cr. Hd Ses adn Tai 
and bowel complaints. They expel all impurities THOMAS CLELAND, South Robbinston, Maine. 
from the blood. Delicate women find relief from | Our Book “Treatment for Diseases’ Mailed Free. 
using them. Price 25¢; five £1. Sold everywhere. | All Druggists. I. S. Jehnson & Co., Boston, Mass. 
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Look for this Print in the Snow 
Itis the pattern of the heel of the Granby Rubber 

and Overshoe. The next time you buy a pair of 
rubbers or overshoes ask for Granby's and look for 
this pattern on tue heel. There is no need to take 
a Granby that is not the same shape as your boot, 
because they are made to fit every shape of shee. 
A rubber that does not fit the boot will draw the 
foot. Granby Rubbers are thin, light, elastic and 

fit perfectly. They wear like Iron. 
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Pelee Island Wine Co's Wines. 
DRY CATAWEA, 

OUR oy THEY ARE PURE JUICE 

BRANDS. | ae (Registered), J 113 THE GRAPE, : 

MARCH 16TH, 1893. 
g. 6. SCOVIL, AeENT PELEE ISLAND GRAPE JUICE, ST. JOHN, N. B? 

DEAR SiR,—~My family have received great benefits from the use ot the PELEE ISLAND GRAPE JUI0B 

iuring the past four vears. It is the best vonic and sedative for debility, nervousness and weak lungs you 

have ever tried. Itis much cheaper and pleasanter than medicine. I would not be without it in the 
house. Yours, JAMES H. DAY, Day's Landing, Kings Co. 

Tea and Wine Merchant, - 62 Union Street, St. John 
E. GC ® SCOVI L * Telephone 532, Sole Agent for Maritime ‘Provinces 

Merry Sleigh Bells 
HAVE YOU GOT A NICE SLEIGH? 

this FAMILY GLADSTONE, 

Neatest and Handsomest Turnout made. 

If not, just look at 

And then on this SINGLE SLEIGH-—just the thing for 
comfort and for fast driving. Strong and Duralkle, 

For prices and all information apply to 

JOHN EDGECOMBE & SONS, 
Fredericton. IN. B. 


