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Office Order or R tered Letter. The 
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panied by stamps for a reply. Manuscripts from 

other than regular contributors should always
 

be accompanied by a stamped and addressed 

envelope 

Oopies Oan be Purchased at every known news 

stand in New Brunswick, and in very many of 
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Prince—Kdward Island every Saturday, for 

Five Cents each. 
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JUVENILE FICTION. 

The late “Oriver Orric” (WiLLiam 

Tavror Apams) deserves a grateful 

epitaph from at least two generations of 

juvenile readers. It would be wrong of 

course, for his warmast friends to claim 

that his work has place upon the true 

literary plane, yet his stories for 

young people have been a wholesome 

influence for good—a service which is in 

more danger of been under-valued than of 

being overestimated. The genial person- 

ality, the open-air atmosphere, the alert, 

inspiring spirit of his tales have beea felt 

by many thousands. To a certain extent 

Mr. Apsums style and treatment of his 

themes were an outgrowth of the goody- 

goody juvenile literature of his early days, 

but he broke away from the mushy type 

and gave to th: boys series after series of 

healthy flesh and blood books of adventure 

full of real boys and girls. 

To te sure OLiver Optic has ben dis- 

tanced in the race by many later writers 

who have profited by his pioneer work. 

Not all of the new juvenile fiction is an 

improvement however, and it is 

doubtfnl it the snobbishness of ¢Little 

Lord Fauntleroy” or the melo-dramatic 

luridness of G. A. Hexty is as wholesome 

and beneficial as *“OrLiver Opric’s” fam- 

iliar old time stories. But it would seem 

as though the day is coming when so much 

strictly junvenile fiction. will not be 

written—a day when the rising generation 

will be more quickly and more directly in- 

itiated into the really great boeks which are 

the supreme heritage of the human race. 

Toere is an atmosphzre of unbelief in 

many ¢irters that is to be deeply deplor- 

ed. The questioning of the JoNau Bible 

story is fishy enough, but the “Aux” 

and ““AsTraL” claims of ANNIE BESANT 

are more so. The new discoveries at 

Niffur in Assyria serve to bring in ques- 

tion the age of the world so sirongly as 

to unsettle the six thousand year theory 

that we lave been brought up on. 

Dr. LymaN AsporT by some utterances 

has put an interrogation in many ideas of 

religion that is painful. 

London boast of a gasoline fire engine 

which has pneumatic wheels, and propels 

itself to fires. It is highly spoken of asa 

thing of noiseless action both when in mot- 

jon on tha way to press and when engaged 

in pamping water. Nothing is said about 

its ability to carry water. In London, 

however, owing to the character of the 

buildings, fires can be extinguished with 

128s water that is necessary among inflam- 

able buildings in the larger cities of this 

continent. 

The convicts of Mississippi are a source 

of revenue to the State, the profit derived 

from them last year having been $40,000. 

The State has bought good acres of good 

farming land and rented or leased much 

more and on this land its 900 convicts are 

worked, humanely, bat diligently, so as 

to secure the best results. This seems an 

unfair competition with the farmers of the 

State. 

Local polities which have been unusually 

quiet sll along, are beginning to look up 

a little and. the various candidates are 

making a pretty stiff fight for civic honors. 

One cr two of the mayoralty candidates 

are pretty active, and a house to house 

candidate is being made. The feeling 

against fourth term cffize holder con- 

tinues to grow at a rapid rate. 

When the Sultan wants to see a play he 

sends out for a company and attends the 

representation in his dining room. Before 

the performance he hands the manager 

some original jokes of his own, to be 

added to the dialogue, so the troupe is 

sure of one appreciative listener. 

Paris expects to make a wonderful dis- 

play ofnew inventions at the exhibition of 

1900 and che returns are not all in yet by 

three years. A display of the inventions 

of a single year in these times of scientific 

activity would be a big show. 
’ 

With the assistance of the latest machines 

a piece of leather ca1 be transferred into 

a pair of bootsin thirty-four minutes, in 

which time it passes through the hands of 

sixty three people and fifteen machines. 

A new book is out attacking all existing 

ideas about a law of gravitation. It bas 

alway been hard to convince a man who 

slips on the ice that bis full is governed 

by a fixed mathamatical rule. 

Joux L. Surrivan, the modern gladia- 

tor, may now be heard as the man that 

whipped him has been whipped by Firz- 

simmons, so that Surrivax, tor all talk- 

ing purposes, is in the ring. 

Speculative enterprisein Great Britain 

is galloping. For eleven months of 1896 

the capitalization of the new corporations 

was $705,000,00, just $210,000,000 more 

than in 1895. 

A new electric heater is out which 

weighs ten pounds and which can be used 

in offices, shops, factories, carriages and ia 

tact almost anywhere where feet need warm- 

ing. 

Would'nt it be funny if in those cities 

which have forbidden the three story thea- 

tre hat that women should resolve to wear 

their hair high. 

A good many battleships are being eq- 

uipped with torpedo dynamo tubes ten 

feet below the surface of the water. What 

: next? 

Roads are so bad in Connecticut that a 

funeral procession there recently had to 

take to the street cars. 

HIGH PRICED CERTIFICATE. 

A Physician Wanted $500 for one From an 

Iosurance Man. 

Havirax, April 1,—The Chronicle the 

other morning stated that one of the pro- 

spective candidates for aldermanic honors 

went on a “‘jollification” the night betore. 

The paper, in remarking that he would 

not make a model city father, said he 

smashed several panes of glass in a saloon 

and took charge ot the place in general. 

Then he made several “‘visits” about town, 

but whether it was in quest of votes or not 

was not learned. He said he had $2,000 

in cash wit which he was prepared to bet 

he would be elected. : 

Speaking of aldermanic contests another 

little incident is suggested. It is said that a 

certain physician in this city some days ago 

tried a big game on an Amherst man. It 

seems that the Ambherstonian keld life 

insurance policies on a citizen who died 

not long ago in this city. Oae was for 

£500 and the other tor $6,000. 

The Amherst man found it necessary in 

order to obtain the amount of the policy, 

to obtain a certificate of death from the 

doctor who had attended the case. The 

certifizate was asked for and the policy= 

holder was not averse to giving the doctor 

ten dollars or so for his trouble. But ten 

dollars was nothing to the _Esculapian. 

He got advice from a friend, who told him 

that the policies were no good without 

the certificate and . he determined to 

fly high. Instead of $10 this ambitious 

physician demanded that he receive 

the face of the smaller policy as price of 

giving the death certificate to secure pay- 

ment of both. This was steep and no 

wonder the Amherst man demurred in 

meeting the demand of the Halifax doctor. 

He wentto a lawyer and was informed 

that the physician had him® so to speak, 

where the hair was short, and advised a 

visit to the head office of the company 

to see if an arrangement could not be 

come to so that the money might 

be paid without the loss of one 

of the policies even if it were only for 

$500. The result of this visit to the States 

has not yet been learned, but the doctor 

may depend on it that the Amherst bene- 

ficiary will wait awhile ere he pays $500 

for the privilege of drawing the money 

which any other physician would make pos- 

sible, if it lay in his power for a nominal 

fee. The law seems strange that would 

give a grasping doctor such power. 

His Ingenious Device, 

A Kansas man has been granted a pa- 

tent on a device for fastening houses to- 

gether and holding them on their founda- 

tions, which is simply a series of rods fas- 

tened to opposite sides of the house and to 

foundation walls and roof and tightened by 

means of turn-buckles, the idea being to 
prevent houses from blowing away in cy- 

clones. 

Ch rir; R:-seated, Cane, Splint, Perforated 

Duval, 17 Waterloo. 

THE STYLES THAT WILL RULE. 

The Season for Summer Millinery is Well 

Under Way. 

The great event of the week in millinery 

circles was Manchester: Robertson and Al- 

lison‘s spring opening on Thursday and 

Friday of this week. For the greater con- 

venience of their visitors the silk room on 

the secoad floor was given over to the 

ladies and on long tables, draped in shaded 

old rose and green, were artistically ar- 

ranged the choicest creations fresh from the 

hands of the worlds leading artistes. From 

the ceiling were suspended white 

silk draped flower, parasols, th: idea 

being carrried out in clover, roses, 

violets, carnations and poppies. The ceil- 

ing itself was softly draped with clouds o 

tinted chiffon, and the mirrors with creamy 

lace. Baskets of flowars were disposed 

around the room and two cosy booths af- 

forded accomodation for the delightful 

process known as ‘‘trying on.” The Easter 

hat of ‘97, whatever else it may be, is noc 

remarkable for its.simplicity ; it is coquet- 

tish to the last degree and is wondertully 

made, resembling mothing to much as a 

fragment of the hanging gardens of Baby- 

lon! Its distinctive feature is that flowers 

are used exclusively in the garnishing, and 

ribbons, feathers and laces have to take a 

second place in up to date headwear. 

Red geraniums and violets are the very 

latest caprice, a model hat from Paris of 

the tip-tilted order showing a mass of the 

scarlet flowers and green leaves on the 

brim, and under the brim varied with 

bunzhes of violets, while the high trim. 

ming at the left side consists of a single 

small geranium plant, the whole effzct be- 

ing indescribably chic and novel. 
Next to the brilliant red flowers and the 

soft, dainty violets, the very fashionable 

blossom of the season is the poetic nar- 

cissus, called most frequently the daffodil. 

It will, on account of the continued popu- 

larity of the deep and delicate yellow dyes, 

retain its vogus all summer—first as a gen. 

uine blossom, afterwards as an imitation o 

in deference to the marvellous skill of the 

Parisian flower makers as a reproduction. 

The lack of vitality, like that of many of 

the artificial ross, cannot be discovered in 

the beautitul copy until one has touched the 

flower. It deceives the eye entirely, hav- 

ing all the fresh, tragile appearance and 

natural delicate glow of the true blossom. 

Ostrich feath :rs in black, white and colors 

are very much worn and the long curled 

aigrettes, no longer stil; erect, are with 

us again. Toe togue is a very popular 

hat this season but it is larger and more 

pretertious than ever before, with fluted or 

draped brims of silky straw and high trim- 

minz oa one side. 

O.ue of the moet elegart hats nct ced 

in M, R. & A's th's morning was a large 

white leghorn with lace brim, and em- 

broidered satin crown. Attielelt ti'e 

were t ree lovely whit) plames, with a 

fourth drooping over t 18 back, a cluste 
of colur-d roses and a lice fan. L.ce 

and roses were arran_ed at the right 

side, and a cluster of 103es ws placed 

wader the brim, towaris tLe back 

another leghorn was caught up &t the 

1 tt side With roses, which were als) oa 

the crown with the dainty leaves falling 

on the brim. Ou the brim were also 

loops of cream chiffon, wit 1 cream t ps, 

ribbon and chiffon bow &t the back. 

All black hats were very much in 

evidence; a moit magnificent one shown 

was vory large and was of shirred net, 

with edge of Niapolitan tt aw and fincy 

¢t-aw crown. Four long black feathers 

were at the left side, and two cu l 8. 

ospreys falling in different direct ons. 

Black lace wasdrapad oa tie brim, and 

jot ornamerts were used. 

A small black hat h:d a d uble pleat ng 

of black ch ffon on t2e b:im with a small 

osprey and jet buckle at the lefi side. 

Aaother charming thing in black bad a 

lace pleat ng oa the brim, Napolitan 

gtraw crown, with two very lsrge 1 ops 

of ribbon and a jet ¢rnament at the 

r ght side, while at te left side was a 

handsome tunch of black fest.ere. A 

rather odd shaped hat was of pink, bor 

dering on cerite; the trimming consisted 

of black feathers atthe 1:1t side, and 

chiffon rosettes. An ar.istic creation 

was of brown ¢t-'aw, trimmed entirely in 

pink; a cre:cent shaped bow at the back 

was mide uo w.t1 eight loops and two 

ends, helictrope flowers were placed at 

the back, and pearl ornamert; were 

used. 
A chic, pretty bonnet w:s in tarquoise 

gat n straw with black lice t-immings, 

pretty jet ornamerts and a wired green 
flower in the front. Another much ad 

mired confection was in nile green satin 

puffed lace points, with pret: ly designed 

ornaments, and near the front a lilac of 

very pale green. A more elaborate one 

was of puffed ribbon in a shot effect of 

green aud pale pink ; pink roses, leaves, 
lace and irridescent ornaments were 
arrenged near the front, Aa all black 
French bonnet was the embodiment of 
richness and simplicity combised. It was 
trimmed high in the front with chiffon, 
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lace and black roses, a stylish bow 
at t 10 back, and had black ties. 
For theliitle folks there are numerous 

daitt/ things in the way of bhst: in 
mousseline de s»ie, lace aud caiff)n, 
with shirred crowns and pleated brims, 

hats come in pale pr:ity shades. The 
washable bonnets in hamburg and 

embroidered muslinos heve bo'h close 

fitting and fl wring fronts. The uart im 
med hsts for young girls are displayed 
in an alm»)st endless variety of shapes 

and colors, and thes is everything rew 

in the way of ribbons, :rtraws, ornam 

e1'8 and chifl ms to cheree t imming. 

Fosters that are slight'y sprinkled 
with gold and silver seqiins are a 

novelty ef this year, that have a very 

striking eff ct. 

Messrs. Manchester, Robertson & Allison 

have made every effort to give their patrons 

a very elaborate selaction to choose their 
spring and summer millinery from, and an 
inspection by the ladies of this city will 
convince them of the firms success in this 

direct on. 

NEW BRUNSWICK MUSICIANS. 

The Girls From this Province Lead in Music 

at Edgehill N.S, 

Wixpsor, Mar. 29.—Is there anything 

in the air of New Brunswick conducive to 
the acquirement of instrumental and vocal 

music? They have had a concert in the 

new Assembly Hall at Edgehill, Windsor, 

N. S., at which sixteen performers out of a 

class of eighty pupils were selected for 

their qualifications—Out of these sixteen, 

eight hailed from New Brunswick, six from 

Nova Scotia and one frem New York. In- 

quiry has elicited that out of the present 

boarders at this Institution, there are 42 

young ladies from Nova Scotia, 17 from 

New Brunswick, 7 from New York, 4 from 

Quebec, and six trom other provinces. It 

is a curious feature that the musical talent 

at Edgehill should be so largely;concentra- 
ted in girls from New Brunswick and there 

seems to be something in tastes or associa- 

tions of New Brunswick ¢ rls which develop 

musical acquirements. The disproportions 

are so marked that some explanation seems 

to be within reach. An examination of the 

following programme will show this pecu- 

liar tendency in a very striking manner. 

PROGRAMME. 

1. Part Song—*'Gipsy Chorus’. .es.iviaevene Weber 

2. Piano Soio—'*Spinnlied’’ ...e.ervevenzrees Litolff 

Florence Bowman. 

3. Song=—‘''Baby’s Dreams” .,.ccetee.viisnns. Moir 

Mabel Pugsley, 

4. Piano Duett—"* Allegro” ...cece.eouv se Loeschhorn 

Winifred Barker & Joan Coster. 

5. Voeal Daett—* Friendship” «..cecuve.. Mzarzials 

Constance Chandler & Constance Winslow. 

6. Piano Duo—=**Minuet”....cccciereercreass Mozart 

M. Dickey & M. Parker. 

7. Song—*‘In the time of the Roses”........ Corbett 

Miss Winslow. 

8. Piano Solo—*Nocturne’” ....ecveeverceen Chopin 

Madeline Barker. 

Cantata—*The Rose of Life’. ..covevenee..s Cowen 

Soloists—Soprano, M. Pugsley and M. Barker, 

Mezzo Soprano—H. Bigelow, 

Contraito—C. Chandler. 
Contents, 

( Chorus —**Sad of Heart” .o.ccvecvaiicrsnrenenes 

! Solo (Soprano) —* Stay, sisters, stay ’seecee.... 

. Chorus of Maidens—**Far and wide we will we 

seek roses’ ....cv cone Nae hnd dns atbirnans 

. Trio (Soprano. Mezzo-Soprano, snd Contralto) 

or Three.-Part Chorus—*We bring roses in 

ORE BARBS, cosivovaines so0stasensahssetscens 

Solo (Soprano) and Chorus—*My flow'r is a 

| Rose named Parity” 
and Chorus—* This Solo (Mr¢#zzo Soprano) 

| flow’r I cull’d at twilight". .esceee.ts sesso 

»
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5. Solo (Contralto) —*There is a Book™ ............ 

6. Finale. 8olo (Soprano)—‘¢‘See, there is light’ 

9. Piano Solo ='*Arabesque”...ceccvee.sn .Shumann 

Blanche Hanington. 

10. Piano Duett—**Scherzo”.... cece «esos Jensen 

IL Dodwell & B. Ross. 

11. Song —“Life”..ccceanees scsesevsces Blumenthal 

Constance Chandler. 

12. Piano Duo—**Gondoliera”.. «cece... Reinecke 

B. Hanington & S. Haliburton. 

13. Vocal Trio—"*Good-night”s.c..... «+s. Bendsall 

M. Pugsley, G- Loasby & H. Bigelow. 

“god Save The Queen.” 

The young performers classified as to 

their homes stand thus: 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

1. Miss Winslow, Chatham 

2. Miss Constance Chandler, Dorchester 

3. Miss Madelaine Barker, St. John 
4. Miss Blanche Haningtor, Dorchester 

5. Miss Loasby, Campbellton 

. Miss Joan Coster, St. John 

. Miss Winifred Barker, St, John 

. Miss Margaret Parker, St. Andrews 
Nova Scoria 

. Miss Florence Bowman, Windsor 

. Miss Mabel Pugsley, Amherst 

. Miss M. Dickey, Amherst 

. Miss Dodwell, Halifax 

. Miss Haliburton, Liverpool 

. Miss Bigelow, Truro 
NEw York 
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1. Miss Ross 

Whatever may be the cause of the pre- 

ponderance of musical taste and talent in 

girls from New Brunswick, it is well to 

know that such tastes can be developed and 

improved by skillful culture. The head of 

the Music Dspartment at E lgehill is Miss 

Manners, assisted by Miss L:llian Manners 

and Miss Irvine, with Herr Tiebett as 

violinist. It is said that another ac- 

complished sister of Miss Manners comes 

to Edgehill in September. The new Music 

Rooms and ke Art Room which have been 
added to the buildings at Edgehill, enable 
these departments to be largely developed 
and the new assembly hall give splendid 
opportunities - for the proper display of 
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POWDER 
Absolutely Pure 

Celebrated for'its great leavening strength and 
healthfulness. Assures the food against alum and 

all forms of adulteration common to the cheap brands 
RovArL Baking Powper Co , NEw YORK. 
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acquirement. It is also understood that 

notable changes and improvemerts are 

contemplated in the English and Language 

department. 

PRAUIISING FOR A FIGHT. 

Halifax M~n Getting Ready for =a 

Fistic Encounter, 

Havurax, April 1 —A swell boarding 
house on Morris street is much troubled 
these days. The disquiet grows out of a 

discussion that began over the Fitzsim- 
mons-Corbett mill. Two of the guests took 
opposing views of the merits of the pugs 

and the argument became so hot that fin- 

ally it was almost another test of physical 

prowess on a smaller scale. The other 

guests became wearied beyond endurance 
by the manifestation of constant difference 

of opinion betwzen the two and to revenge 

themselves they determined if possible te 
get the mouth fighters at work with their 
fists. They succeeded in the preliminary 
part of this only too well. A cours? of 
training was begun, each in his own room, 

lasting through the evenings and on to- 
wards the midnight hour, so that sleep for 
most of the others in the boarding-house 

was out of the queston. Each had so 
succumbed to the flattery of a certain co- 

terie in the house, thit he imagin- 
ed he was an easy superior over 
his rival, and that all that was neces- 

sary was a course in boxing to fit 

for an assertion of that superiority. 

So boxing masters were secured and night 

after night the hours were made hideous 

by the training that was pursed. The 

“*leg-pullers” have gone even further. 

They got an unused portion of the base- 
ment and have strewn the floor over with 

sawdust, made a ring and fitted 

up the place with all the accessories 

of a first-class pugilistic arena. Mean- 

while the practic:s continue with un- 

abated vigor. There is just one little 

screw loose in the perfection of the 

arrangements and this 1s that the police 

have been given a tip regarding the affair 

and a third party from that quarter may 

take a hand in when the hour of combat 

arrives. The guests at tbe house, and the 

genial proprietor to), wish with fervenzy 

that the blue-coated officers would make 

their appearance’prior to the culmination 

and stop those separate ‘‘rebearsals.” 

Two 

THEIR SMOKING CONCERT. 

But the Newspapers Reported it in 8 Differ- 

ent Manner, 

Havirax, April 1.—This is April Fool's 

day, and it just occurs to the writer that 

some one on the staff of a leading evening 

newspaper must have thought that last 

Saturday was the joking day. St. John is 

probably favored with ‘‘smoking concerts ;” 

Halifax, at any rate, has many of them, and 

they take well. A‘ the same time it is not 

contended that a smoking concert 1s just 

the best place for boys, even pretty big 

boys. Clan McLean, one of the flourishing 

organizations of Scotswen in this city, had 

a “smoker” last Friday evening. The 

members thought it passed off very well in- 

deed, and they indulged in mutal congrat- 

ulations. They were bardly prepared how 

ever, for the style of the notice that appear- 

ed next evening in the newspapers. Tne 

notice was complimentery, but the heading 

went a little too far, for it read ‘Clan Mc- 

Lean Sunday School. If the little function 

on that Friday evening was a Sunday 

school, what in the name of all that’s rea- 
sonable, would a genuine Clan McLean 
smoking concert be like ? Pandemonium ? 

But possibly it was only a smoking concert 

after all, and not Sunday school, and the 

newspaper thought that Saturday was 
April fool's day and he was springing a 

joke. 
On Monday morning another newspaper 

in this city scemed to fall into a similar 

error when it spoke of the ¢ Grits” setting 

the Balkans on fire, evidently by mistake 

for the Greeks. 

If Yoar Pants 

look shabby send them to us. We sponge 
and tailor press them like new for 25:.; 
full suits 50c. Ungar's Laundry and Dye 
works, Waterloo Street. 


