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WOMEN'S CLUBS IN INDIA. 
— 

They are not Devoted to High Ideals and 

Social Lines are Marked. 

In Irdia club women do not aim at 

realizing lofty ideals. There comfort and 

amusements are the avowed objects of all 

women's organizations. Debates are 

never held, papers are n ver written and 

therefore never bave to be listened to, and 

the gravest problems discussed are the 

probabilities of Capt. A.'s marrying Miss 

B. on his small income. the wonderful 

power that Mrs. X. has over the ceputy 

Commissioner, whose wile lives ‘at home,’ 

that is, in England, ard the scandalous re- 

port that Gen. Z's great-great-grand- 

mother was ‘dark.’ A person who has 

never been in India cannot comprehend the 

gravity of this last matter. Such an accus- 

ation is worse then saying that a man had 

no great-great-great grandmotter at all. 

The clubhouse is a large, roomy bunga- 

low, the most attractive thing about it be- 

ing the broad [gallery, wkich extends all 

the way around and is incloted with lattice 

work. The bnngalow includes fcur or five 

rooms, by far the most important being a 

bar where recfreshmen’s, principally liquid, 

are served. The largest room iz— whisper 

it not in woman clubdom— devoted mn the 

main to dancing. It hasa parquet floor, 

and at least once a week a dance is given 

by the club members. This room is also 

let to people wishing to give balls, and 

and here bacherlors and grass widower ere 

permittod to give their women friends 

little dinners or theatre supper parties. 

Another room, much smaller, isused as a 

library. It 1s furnished with tables cover- 

ed with the latest magazines and news- 

papers and a couple of bock shelves filled 

with novels of the day and such works of 

light-weight science and philosophy as 

have made a stir in the reading world. To 

say that a woman has read the last is equi- 

valent to saying that she las something in 

her. A drawing rcom and dressing room 

complete the house for such a thing asa 

residential club for women 1s still unheard 
of in India. A brown bespectacled native 

sits on duty at a table on the veranda. 1's 
function is to keep the accounts and to 

send round the subscription book every 
month when collections are made 
The cub women all go in for athletics. 

Attached to every clubhouse is a large ball 
with an earthen floor. This is covered 
with matting, and here that most exciting 
game, badminton, is played in the cool ot 
morning and afternoon. Sometimes tour- 
naments are held, On dance nights this 
court is utilized as a promenade, when it 
is lighted with Chinese lanterns and decor- 
ated with potted plants. Tennis courts 
are aleo frequently attached to the build- 
ing, and a regiment of small boys in uni- 
form is on hand to get the balls. 
The clubhouse 1s invariably located 

where the plsys on certain evenings. Oa 
such occasions every one sits at small 

tablcs onthe lawn eating ices, drinking 
cooling beverages, and discussing the com- 
ing races or the prospects for the next sea- 
son at Simla. Children are admitted on 
ttese days, though ordinarily a placard 
tells them plainly that they are not wanted. 

This is the smart women’s club. Another 
variety of club flourishes in India at big 
stations, and is devoted to women who are 
not quite at the top notch of Anglo-Indian 
swelldlom. Its membership corssts of 
those who attend the big balls and general 
ga herings ¢t the Government house, but 
a e le t out in the cold when it comes to 
the Sunday dinners and small dances. The 
wives of the cavalry officers and those who 
value their reputation as belonging to the 
upper crust shun these Murghic Khana, as 
they are ca led, and their members as they 
would the plague itself. One who enters 
such a club will find that the company con- 
pists of a crowd of women engaged in dis- 
cussing domestic affaires, such as which is 
the best soap tor washing dich cloths or how 
to keep babies’ flanels white. When a wo- 
man becomes comestic in India she becomes 
very domestic. There is no betwixt and be- 
tween. Her horizon is a narrow one. Art, 

literature, and the affairs ot the nation have 
no place in her mind. If one does stray in 
it always turns out that is after one or two 
things—a rew aliterdinner story or volun- 
teers to do some work, such as decorating 
the church, ‘or example. 

Rich red 
Blood is absolutely essential to health 

It is secured easily and naturally b, 

taking Hood’s Sarsaparilla, but is im 

possible to get it from so-called ‘ nervy 

tonics,” and opiate compounds, ab 
surdly advertised as ‘blood puri 

filers.” They have temporary, sleepin, 

effect, but do not CURE. To have pur 

Blood 
And good health, take Hood’s Sarsaparilla 

which has first, last, and all the time 

been advertised as just what #t is—th 

best medicine for the blood ever pro 

duced. Its success in curing Screfula 

Balt Rheum, Rheumatism, Catarrb 
Dyspepsia, Nervous Prostration ans 

That Tired Feeling, have made 

| 3 

Hoods 
Sarsaparilla 

The One True Blood Purifier. All druggists. $1 

are purely vegetable, re 
Hood’s Pills able an beneficial. 260 

SKINS 
ONFIRE 
Sking on fire with torturing, disfiguring, 

itching, burning, bleeding, scaly, and pimply 

humors, instantly relieved by a warm bath 

with CuTicURA SOAP, a single application of 

CUTICURA (ointment), the great skin cure, 

and a full dose of CuTicunA RESOLVENT. 

\ 

Subscriptions to women’s clubs in India 
vary {rom seven rupees up, according to 
the s‘ation and reputation of the club. 
There is an adnission fee, and members 
are elec’'ed by ballot. It is said that the 
temptation to drop in a black ball, as a 
form of revenge for some former slight, 
real or fencied, often overcomes a member, 
but woe to her if she is discovered, tor her 
sister members make it hot for her. 

HE SAILED WITH LAFITTE. 

“Uncle Jolly” Witnessed Barbarous Mure 

ders and Atroclties, 

An old negro, whom the white people be- 

lieved to have been much wore than 100 

years old died on the Bruls enttcn planta- 

tion, near All-Seeing Eye, in Tixas, a 

short time ago. The negroes called him 

‘Old Pirate. from the fact that he never 

tired of tilking of bis adventures at sea. 

To the white people he had always bzen 
known as ‘Uncle Jolly,” a name which he 

maintained was given to him by Lafitte's 
pirates when he was a boy, from the fact 

i thet he was sprightly and always in good 

humor. 
According to his story be was born a 

slave on one of the islands of the West 

Indies. When he wis ten or twelve years 
of age his master started on a voyage to 

New Orleans, taking his family and the 

negro boy Jolly along. One day, shortly 
after they had left the island, a big ship 
sailed close to them and began to fire big 

guns. The ships drew closer together and 
the people in both vessels began to fire 
guns and pistols. After a few moments 

the pirate skip ran alongside and hundreds 
of ferocious-looking men with swords and 
pistols in their hands spraog on board, 

uttering savage yells and curses. Jolly 
saw Lis master fall fighting on the decks, 
¢nd he ran below to tell his mistress. 
There were several women and children in 

tte cabin. 
It is hard for anyone to believe that any- 

thing in the ehape of a human being could 
have becn guilty of such cruzlties as these 

monsters perpetrated upon their defensc- 
less victims. The negro said that he could 

not bear to witness the agonies of the wo- 
men and children, and hereturned to the 

companionway, where he mat several of 

the pirates. Oaone struck at him with a 
cutlass, but another interposed, re marking 

‘Don’t kill him ; he is worth a pocketful of 

gold.” They threw tim up on the ceck 

and went on into the cabin of the ship. 
The captain and a half dozen of the crew 

who had escaped the massacre were put 
in chains. The women and children were 

driven below. The pirates at once began 
to loot the doomed vessel, and several 
hours were sp2nt in transporting the booty 

to the decks of the pirate ship. Late in 

the evening the skip was set on fire and 

the pirates sailed away. 
Little attention was paid to the negro 

boy, ard he was permitted to wander 
about as he pleated. The next morning 
the pirate captain. {cllowed by eeveral 
cflicers, stumbled on deck, and then the 
negro boy witnessed a scene that haunted 
him to his grave. 

‘The prisoners were all driven on tke for- 
ward deck of the ship, preparatory to walk- 
ing the plank. The captein was the first 
one ordered to walk cut. He folded his 
arms across his bosom, and moved to his 
ceath wih a firm step and with his head 
erect. The womenand children now real- 
ized that they were to be drowned in the 
sea, and they began to pray and moan pit- 
eously. One poor woms:n, pressing a 
child to her bosom, walked up to one of 
the pirate cfficers, and implcred him to 
spare her life, offering him her jewels 
aud promising him a large sum of 
mcney. The monster tore a gold chain 
from her neck end began to curse her. 
The child was crying, and the merciless 
demon wrenched it from her arms and 
Lurled it into the sea. The poor mother 
at once ran to the side of the ship and 
sprang overboard. Jolly’s curiosity promp- 
ted bim to follow her to the ship's side 
where be saw her rise upon a wave and 
grasp her infant ia her arms. He felt 
some satisfaction in knowing that the poor 
mother sank to rise ro more with her little 
baby clasped to her breast. 
Tue sailors walked the plank one after 

another, sil but one who was permitted to 
join tte piate crew. The poor women had 
to be forced and dragged on the plank. 
Many ot the children were thrown into the 
sea, where they were scrapped up and 
crushed in the jaws of a swarm of sharks 
that had gathered around the ship. 
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One beautiful young lady marched with 
her head erect and a scornful look on her 
face tcward the plank, and when near it 
the captain of the pirates threw bis arms 
around her waist and dragged her back. 
She angrily tried to break away from him 
and throw herself into the sea. Two ugly 
brutes seized and forced her into the ship's 
cabin. Jclly did not see this pretty girl 
alive any more, but a few days afterward 
he saw the yirates throw the dead body of 
a woman into the sea. 
The pirate ship, on board of wh'ch Jolly 

had been installed asa cabin boy, fiatlly 
anchored at the Islar d of Barataria, just at 
the time when the great pira'e chiel, 
Lafitte, was preparing to march to tke 

assistance of General Jackson at New 
Orleans. Jclly was astigned as a servant 
to one of the p'rate captains, whom he 

accompanied to the Cresert City, and be 
was always very sure that he witnested the 
great battle ot New O.lec ns. 

MEN AND PREOUESSIONS. 

The Idea of Forming in Parade in Vogue 

Among the Ancients! 

Man, as a species, loves a procession, 

says Harper's Bizar. Itis the one love, 

in fact, that sets him apart trcm the rest of 

the vertebrates. In his primitive condition 

it belonged to him. Civilization las only 

fostered it. Both sacccd and profane his- 

tory give evidence of this. And records of 

contemporaneous life the world over prove 

the truth of it every day. 

It is four years now since this love has 

been gratified among us, since the last of 

our great prcces:ions blocked and ble cken- 

el the streets of New York, and masses 

ot people filled the doorways and 

windows of houses for miles, or 
stood all day on the pavement to 

watch the troops file by. Neither fatigue 

nor hunger appalled them at the time ; nor 

did the memory of anything suffered damp- 

en the ardor of their response when a new 

procession was announced, for the day of 

the dedicaticn of General Grant's tomb. 

From every part of the country, in fact, 

men and women came and for weeks, as 

we all know, preparations were everywhere 

being made. 

But when the day arrived one sew again, 

what one always sees on occasions like it, 

that a procession or parade, after all, or 

any great function, is very much like every 

thing else in life—the interest it irspires 

dependirg upon that which each individual 

has in himself to bring to its erjoyment. 

The patriot is stirred by such a one as 

we witneesed the other day. He never 

loses sight of the great idea being cele- 

brated, nor ceases to thrill with its mean- 

ing. But the small boy seesonly the glit- 

ter and glow of that which passes before 

him. The young wera taking a hceliday 

is blind to every thing but the happy 

chance which is hers of secing it all by the 

side of her lovcr. The speculater with 

seats for sale rocognizes only a field for 

profit, while the woman of hospitable in- 
stinct finds an unexpected opporturity for 
the exercise of her talents in adding to the 
pleasures of others. 

Indeed. in all large towns, a3 well as 1n 
New York, there are always groups of 
friends invited to use the windows of bouse- 
holders along the line of march, and the 
charm of these pacties is not easily for- 
gotton. One must be young for them, 
perhaps. One certainly, in remembering 
them, cm hardly escape wishing one were 
young enough again. 

Kor there are the tete-a-tete and elbow- 
touching over the window-sill as the pro- 
cestion goes by below—waving flage, glit- 
tering accoutr ments, the rhythmic tramp 
of the soldier's the confused clatter of 
horses’ hoofs,the shrill whistle of the fife and 
the trumpet-cal's ot martial music. How the 
blood bounds! Then there is the dainty 
luncheon in the darkened dining-room, the 
perfumz of flowers everywhere, when the 
glare outside has become wearisome. 
Then there is the other tete-a-tete in the 
library, the window sill resigned—for 
purely unsel!fi-h reasons of course! And 

then there is the sudden shout as a favor- 
ite troop rides by, and every one rustes 
pell-mell to the windows again, with wav- 
ing handkerchiefs, stirred for the moment 
by a real en husiasm for outside things. 
No wonder, then, that all men love pro- 

cessions. No wonder either that they 
rometimes forget wh.t a procession is for 
—the welcome of a potentate, the triumph 
of a corqueror, the ccl-bration cf a v etory 
or the doing honor to a man whom we hold 
as gre:t as (reneral Grant. 

Public services are not really forgotten 
nor noble examples of patriotism ignored, 
because tor the time being everything else 
is forgotten in one's individual p'essure 
born ot the day. And perhaps the reason 
for mavjloving a precession as ha does, is 
that he loves a holiday and to be the 
looker-on. 

Some Big Colns, 

1t is said the largest coin now in circula- 
tion is the gold ingot or ‘loc!’ of Anam, a 

French colony in Eastern Asia. It is a 
flat, round gold pice, and on it is written 

in India ink i's value, which is about $220. 

The next sized coin to this valuable but 
extremely awkward ore, is the ‘obang,” of 

Japan, which is worth about $55 and next 
comes the ‘benda,’ of Ashantee, which re- 
presents a value of about $16. The Cali- 
fornia $50 gold piece is worth about the 
same as the ‘benda.” The heaviest silver 
coin in the world also belongs to Anam, 
wkere the silver ingot is worth about $15 
then comes the Chinese ‘tael’ and then the 
Austrian double thaler.— Pittsburg Dis- 
patch. 

Sry 

A Prosperous 
Farmer —seesmm. 

will always have an air of success about 
himself and his farm, Nothing will give 
such an air of prosperity to your houses, 
barns, wagons, buggies, tools, etc., as the 
careful use of paint, There is economy in 
paint, A barn that is painted, and kept 
painted, will not wear out halfas fast as one 
that is allowed to become weather beaten. 
That is true of everything paintable. 

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
CREOSOTE PAINT 

is exactly suited to the coarse-grained 
woods generally used in barns, fences, etc. It contains creosote. | 
Creosote is a disinfectant and prevents decay. 

Our booklet, * Paint Points,” tells why it is economical to use paint. 
Tt tells what to paint, and how to paint. 

Send for it to-day—it is free. about the house, 

It is a handy book to have 
For booklet, address 

7 St. Genevieve Street, Montreal. 

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS C0. 
CLEVELAND 
CHICAGO 
NEW YORK 
MONTREAE 

SIR FRANCIS DRAKE'S FORTUNE. 

Cold Facts for People Thinking of Trying 

to Capture a Phan'om KEs'ate, 

Louis Stoughton Drake, of Auburndale, 

Mass., compiler of ‘The Drake family in 
England and America, from 1360 to 1895. 

has this to say about tke ‘Drake Relative 
Association,’ formed in Western Pennsy!l- 
varia for the purpose of recovering the 

‘vast Sir I'rancis Drake Fortune :’ 
‘As this wild scheme has broken out 

once or twice in each generation for 

the last hundred years, enl people of 
the name, of all races, all over the 

country, bave been intentionally and 

unintentionally, duped or swindled out of 

housands of dollars by men ‘who have 

looked the whole mater up.” I think that 

it is time to cail a halt. The days when 
something can be gotten for nothing have 

long since passed and no person ‘by the 
name of Drake bas the slightest reason for | 

hoping even that there is any money to 

come from Sr Francis Drake's fortune or 
any other source mm England. 

‘In the first place the amount of property : 
left by Admiral Drake's heirs has been: 
grossly exaggerated. I have copies of all 
ot the wills by which it passed from one 
generation to another, which shows that it 
finally dwindled down to the ancient 
family house at Buckland Abbey, in the 
parish of Buckland, Monachorum, and a 
mansion house at Nutwell Court in the 
Parish of Woodbury, Devon, England, 
and various personal property of little 
value, at the time that it pasted out of the 
Drake family. 

“The final result of the wor k of all of the 
different Drake Associations his been to 
discover, atter endless research and expen- 
diture of hundreds of dollars, that the 
‘Squatt r's Claim’ of twenty years entitled 
the family into whose hands the property 
passed to complete possession, and debar- 
red everyone else. [ have in my hands a 
letter written from England by a lawyer 
sent over ttere bv the ‘New York Drake 
Association’ of 1870, in which he says, as 
a result of his researches and conferences 
with English lawyers, that if the members 
of that society could prove their descent 
from the brothers of Sir Francis Drake a 
hundred times, which, by the way, no one 
can do, 1t would do them no good whatever. 

‘When one takes into consideration that 
there are in this country Drakes ot English 
descent, Irish descent, Scotch de:cent, 
Ducth and Spanish descent, and all of the 
Drake Fortune Societies have taken them 
all in as members, and promised them their 
share of the proper'y on a payment of a 
guitable initiation fee, it can be readily 
seen on the face of it how much the whole 
thing amounts to.’ 

THREE CUBIOUS PLANTS. 

The Canibal Tree, Grapple Plant and Vege. 

table Python, 

Three of the most dangerous of vegeta- 
tive plants in the world are the ‘cannibal 

tree’ of Australia, the *Ceath’ or ‘grapple 

plant’ of South Africa, and the ‘vegetable 

python’ of New Zealand. 
The ‘cannibal tree’ grows in the shepe 

of a bugh pineapple and attains a height of 
eleven feet. It bas a series of broad board- 

like leaves, growing to a fringe at the apex 
which forcibly brings to mind a gigantic 

Ceniral American agave, and these hoard- 
like leaves, from ten to twelve feet in the 

smaller specimens and from fifteen to 

twenty feet in the larger, hang to the 

ground and sre easily ttrong enough to 

bear the weight of a man ot 140 pounds or 
more. Ia the gncient times this tree was 

worshipped by the native savages under 
the name of the ‘devil tree,” a part of the 

interesting ceremony being the sacrifice of 
one of their number to its all too-ready em- 
brace. Tha victim to be sacrified was 

driven up the leaves of the tree to the apex 

and the instant the ro-cailed ‘pistils’ of the 

monster were touched the leaves would fly 

together like a trap, crushing the“ lite out 
of the iniruder. In this way the tree would 
hold its victim until every particle of flesh 

would disappear from his bones. 
The ‘grapple plant” is a prostrate herb, 

Uhairs Ke-seaded, Cane, int, rerforated. 
Sen IT TERS wis any 

growing in South Africa. Its flowers are 

purple and shaped like the English fox- 
glove. Its fruit bas formidable hooks, 
which by clinging to any passer-by, is con- 
veyed to situations where its seed mey find 

suitable conditions for growth. Sir. John 
Lubbock says it has bcen known to kill 

The ‘vegetable python,” which is krown 

to the naturalist as the clusia or fig, is the 

s‘rangler of trees. The seeds of the clusia 

being provided witha pulp and a very 
pleasent to the tropical birds which feed 
thereon, are carried from tree to tree and 

depotited on the brancktes. Here germia- 
tien begins. The lcaly stem slowly rises ap- 
while tte roots flow, as it were, dowr the 
trunk until tke scil is reached. Here and 
there they branch, changing their course 

| according to the direction ot any obstruc- 
i tion met with. Meanwhile from these 
j rootlets heavy branches have been develop- 
: ed, whicb, pushing themselves through the 
i canopy above, get into the light, and en- 
| ormously accelerate their growth. Now a 
metamorphosis takes place. For the hither- 
to soft aerial plants begin to harden and 
spread wider and wider. throwing out side 
branches which flow into and amalgamate 

: with each other until the whcla tree is 
bound in a series of irregular living 
hoops. From this time on it is a 
struggle of life and death hetween the 
forest giant and the entwicing c'usia. Like 
an athlete the tree tries to expend and 
burst its fetters, causing the bark to bulge 
between every interlacing ; but success and 
freedom are not for the captive tree, for 
the monster clusia has made its bands very 
numerous and wide. Not allowed expan- 
sion, the tree soon withers and dies, and 
the strangler is soon expanded in a great 
bush, almcst as large as the mass of 
branches and folliage it bas effaced. It is 
truly a tragedy in the world of vegetation. 
Los Angeles Herald. 

RUSSIAN HUNTING DOGS. 

The Duties of These Animals Is of a 
Varied Nature, 

Harding Cox writes atout laikas, or 

Northern dogs, to tke Londen Field. He 

says that the duties of the true laika, are 

of an ex'remely varied nature. Among 
the Chinese about 1,000 000 are eaten 

every year, while in Russia the beast is 

trained for all sorts of hunting—rquirrels, 
bear, deer, smipe, capercai'zie, ermine, 

sable, and all the other beasts are taken 

every year with them, even the wolves. 
It is estimated that nearly 1,000.000 

rubles’ worth of game is taken every year 
with the aid of the laikas in Russia. Prince 

Schirinsky, a Russian noble, is trying to 
get a cross between the laika and some 
setter or retriever, believing that he 
would thereby obtain a dog which 
would make as nearly a perfect hunting 

dog as is possible. In the polar swamps 
the lsikas as used in drawing sledges as 
well es in bunting by the na‘'ives, while 

their warm pelts are make to serve as 
coats and trousers after death. The la‘ky 
bas an upright, psinted esr, which the dog 
pricks when excited. The muzzle is long 
and sharp. but powerful. The ribs are 
big and long. The ctestis deep and broad. 
The legs are for running, while the coat is 
thick, having ‘cotton’ under the hair, which 
makes it warm. The chief colors are from 
black, ard black and tan te grayish, but 
the dogs are never spotted in pure blood. 
A few of these dogs can stop a bear or 
anything else easily. The dogs are just 
short of two feet high. 

Only a Question of Fat, 

‘But we cannot live on papa,” protewed 
the savage's bride to be. ‘He is dread- 
fully poor.’ 
,We can wait until he is fatter !’ said the 

cannibal. 

Very.. 

rv. BArouche 
Cost $650, used one season, for $175. 

ONE USED SIX MONTHS FOR $135, 
BERLIN HACK fine style, for $150. 
LISHT Hac kK for $100; One for $:0, 
COUPE, in fine order $60, 
GUOD LANDAU, $60; Six-Seater, $40. 

2000 Vehicles, new and second hand, 

HENDERSON BROS., 
NorRTH CAMBRIDGE, Mars. 


