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I scarcely know whéther old bachelors 

are as much out of date as old maids now, 

but somehow I scarcely think thay are; the 

latter baving ctanged within the past ten 

years into the alert, business-like thorough- 

ly up to date ‘bachelor woman” but who- 

ever knew a bachelor long past his prime 

who was not convinced that he had only to 

ask and have the most charming girl of his 

acquaintanee, or who was not seriously 

convinced that evary beautiful and wealthy 

widow, every blushing debutante, and every 

mother with marriageable daughters was 

“making a dead set at hum!” The older 

the bachelor the more convinced of his own 

attractiveness does he become, until after 

sixty it is scarcely safe for a woman to be 

commonly civil to him lest he should sus- 

pect her of harboring some kind of design 

upon him ; and his life 1s ep2nt in concoct- 

ing plans to defeat the various schemes he 

is sure are being hourly laid to deprive 

him of his liberty. Curious to relate this 

dear old soul seems to curiously under- 

rate the attraction of younger men and it 

isreally amusing to watch him when in 

their society. Should a charming girl 

pass, of their acquaintance, he never for 

one instant doubts that the bright blash 

and sweet smile accompanying ber bow 

are tributes to his manly charms, instead 

of theses of handsome Charlie, or athletic 

Dick beside him. I suppose a lifetime of 

self worship has made him that way poor 

soul, and he is scarcely to be blamed for, 

his little ways, but they are funny to the 

looker on, all the same. 

I cannot quite endorse all that is 

said about the meekness, humility, and 

general tendency to self cffacement of 

old maids for 1 have known many who 

held their own valiantly in the world, 

and utterly refused to be effaced by any- 

one, but one thing is quite certain—they 

are unier no pleasing allusion as 

to the position they stand in with 

regard to young girls, and carefully 

avoid placing themselves at a disadvantage 

by entering into competition with them in 

any way, this showing their good sense, 

and avoiding manya snub and heartache 

since girls are far more cruel to older wo- 

men, than young men ave to ths elders of 

their own sex, and are not slow to let the 

old maid feel her position. 

Tke bicycle season is here once more, 

and the gay bicycle maid is out on her 

wheel and arrayed more gloriously than 

ever, for the swellest of modistes, and the 

best of ladies tailors have been laboring 

unceasingly to add grace and beauty to the 

cycling costume which has not been con- 

sidered just what it should be as far as 

b:auty is concerned up to the present time. 

Sid to relate, the goal does not seem to 

have been reached yet in spite of all the 

improvements that have been made in the 

past two years. 

True superflous material has been dis- 

carded, skirts shortered openings skilfully 

defendod against possible accident, and 

mysterious combinations of buttons and 

elastics have effscted wonders in the man- 

agement of a skirt in a high wind ; but yet 

the costume which can really make a figure 

of generous proportions appear to advant- 

age on a wheel hasstili to be invented ! 

If we could only be like brave soldiers and 

always keep our face to the foe we should 

do well enough, but alas we can't, and it 

is the back view that is so trying. Opinions 

vary greatly as to whether women in gen- 

eral look well on wheels; formy own part 

I have seen but one, who was really at her 

best on her wheel ; and but two or three 

who looked well when wheeling. There is 

something about the knee motion which is 

fatal to grace, and poetry of motion. 

A. great deals depends upon the costume, 

I know, and any woman who wants to 

make the best possible appearance when 

cycling must pay strict attention to her 

dress. It seems to be generally conceded 

that the divided skirt more nearly ap- 

proaches grace than sny other when on the 

wheel, but off the wheel it is hopeless, and 

for that reason many object to it, since a 

costume that would prevent one from 

wheeling to a pc-nic or attending any 

gathering at a distance where it would be 

an advantage to be able to make use of 

ones wheel, and yet where a more correct 

costume than the divided skirt, would be 

required. Therefore many designs in 

bicycle costumes have come out this spring 

and tte wheelwoman has her choice. 

Simple circular skirts are prefered by 

many women to the more elaborate mod- 

els, and these are merely cut shorter than 

the ordinary walking skirt and lined with 

silk just across the front in order 
to make 

the movement of the knees easy. Other 

designs show skirts plaited in {romt, or 

made with double sides independent 
of the 

back so that they fall on each side of the 

wheel. These would probably be rather 

heavy and cumbersome for summer, but 

another model is divided half way up the 

middle of the back, between the plaits, 

and liced with pisces of the sam? material, 

hemmed on the bottom and cut large 

enough to allow the skirt to be drawn on 

like trousers. This is said to be perfectly 

secure in the strongest wind and to hang 

perfectly when walking. Each skirt is 

supposed to have its separate merits, but 

generally there is very little difference in 

effect between them ; it is the jacket that 

gives individuality to the suit, and the 

variety in style, cut, and mode of trimming 

is simply bewildering. Serge covert cloth 

tweed, and venetian cloth are the favorite 

materials just now, but for warm weather 

there are the daintest and coolest of pique 

and lined suits. The jackets may be either 

loose or tight fitting but they must be 

short, and the eton or bolero shape 

is very popular. Close fitting double breast- 

ed jackets which only reach to the waist are 

very desirable as they do not catch the 

wind, and annoy the wearer by blowing 

nearly off when she has to face a strong 

gale. A pretty costume of tan cloth is 

made in this style, and has black silk re- 

vers and collar, large smoked-pearl but- 

tons, and a vest of white lawn frills edged 

with yellow lace. 

Another jaunty little jacket of this style 

has a queer little coat tail at the back, a 

pointed front, and rows of black braid form- 

ing a belt finish on the edge. 

A very swell cycling gown is of fawn 

cloth with tacing of white moire on the 

coat. White drill or pique may be sub- 

stituted, and made to button on, so that it 

can be removed and laundried, 

Another, a loose sacqu2, coat is perfect- 

ly straight and loos? in thy back, and the 

revers are piped with white and arranged 

to button across or be left open. 

For the damsel who likes a rather strik- 

ing costume when she sallies out on ber 

wheel, is one of green tweed with two 

points of white cloth set in the skirt just 

at each side of the centre of the {ront 

breadth, atthe foot. These points are 

trimmed round with black braid in military 

fashion, and the same idea is carried out in 

the coit, which is a jaunty little mess 

jacket with slightly pointed fronts trimmed 

up each side just where the last dart would 

bein a bodice, with the same design in 

braiding and opening over a vest of white 

surah ; a wide linen collar, and a scarlet 

tie finish the eostume. 

Another costume which is very stunning 

indeed but too conspicuous for good taste, 

is of deep red cloth, the jicket having 

revers, collar and cuffs of black and white 

striped silk, and a waist belt ot white kid. 

A black tie spotted with white, is knotted 

loosely under th: revers. These very 

fancy costumes are neither ladylike nor 

serviceable, aud another model, a brown 

tweed with eton coa: the revers of 

which are edged with tan cloth 

and finished with rows of narrow black 

brail, is far more trim looking, and in 

much better style. A very fresh and 

pretty summer wheeling dress. is of white 

pique made with strapped seams, the revers 

and cuffs covered with pink pique edged 

with white braid. 

A coat that bids fair to rival the eton, is 

the short belted Norfolk jacket coming 

about four inches below the waist and hav- 

ing a belt of light leather running under 

all the plaits except the one in the back. 

It can either be made loose like a coat or 

as close fitting as the wearer wishes and 

is often made with a yoke haviny three 

short poiats in the back outlmed with 

braid. Ancther belted coat is of navy 

blue serge, fastening close up to the throat 

with but one revere, which, with the collar 

and cuffs is of white cloth covered with 

rows of narrow blue braid. 

The latest and best authorities on cycl- 

ing garments assert that it is quite impos- 

sible for any woman to hive the proper 

ankle motion which is absolutely essential 

to enable her to indulge in long trips,with- 

out fatigue, if she persists in wearing high 

laced boots. The only proper foot and 

leg coverings, which give absolute freedom 

to every muscle and sinew and allow a free 

circulation of the air which does much to 

stimulate and refresh the rider. Anyone 

who has gone for a long walk on a mild 

day wearing high, tight cloth leggings 

will remember the feeling of miserable dis- 
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LADIES’ CANVAS LEGGINS, in B'ue, Black an’ Tan Colors. 

LADIES COMBINATION BICYCLE SHOE AND LEGGIN, in Cloth, Black, 

or Ox Blood Dongola. 

MEN’S BICYCLE SHOES and BALMORALS, in all the best shapes and colors. 

AT PRICES TO SUIT EVERYBODY ..cccovvrviiiinin 

WATERBURY 
PAN LP AN RP AN A PLAN A DEN A PLATA 

Bicycle Footwear.... 
If you ride a wheel, we have just the Foolwear you require. 

& RISING, 
61 King and 212 Union Street. 

comfort experienced, the almost impossi- 

bility of walking and the heat and constric- 

tion; and will understand what I mean. 

Golf stockings do away with all this, and 

are quite as desirable as far as trimness 

and modesty are concerned, covering the 

cloth. 

The latest cycling gloves are made of 

silk or cotton net, in tan, or white, and with 

leather palms to make them durable. The 

up to date cyclist also carries a cycling fan» 

which has a cycling party painted on a 

white satin background ; but what earthly 

use she can find for such a ballroom trifle, 

is a mystery. ASTRA. 

MORBID AND NEEDLESS. 

Everybody can Make Some Friends if The
y 

Care to try. 

The old doctor impatiently threw down 

the book of poems which he had been 

reading. ‘It is one long groan from cover 

to cover "he said. ‘Not & living creature, 

apparently, appreciates or loves the woman 

who wri es it. Our literature is full of such 

despairing cries for sympathy. They re- 

call an odd little incident which happened 

when I was in Italy years ago. 

“There is a church, Santa Croce, in 

Florence whichis known as the West. 

minster Abbey of Italy. It is filled with the 

tombs of her great rulers, poets and 

painters. They crowd the church and the 

quiet cloisters which encircle a shady 

square outside. Walking one day in these 

cloisters, I found m one corner a grave 

over which was a marble slab wth the in- 

scription in Italian: 

¢ “To the memory of a woman who was 

greatly loved.’ : 
‘Beneath it were {hz words in Frerch, 

written with a peacil : ‘O woman, who was 

‘A handsome young girl sat near under 

the trees, a book in her hand. Her 

fashionable clothes her whole air ani bear- 

ing, showed ease and prosperity, but her 

face was sullen with discontent aud gloom. 

I noticed that she looked at me keenly as I 

turned after reading the words, and could 

not avoid the inference that she had written 

them, and was looking at me to note their 

effect. Just as the woman who wrote 

these poems has sent out in them a prayer 

for sympathy. 
*[ ‘was busy tor a brief time sketching a 

sculptured angel over the tomb, and while 

I stood there several tourists passed and 

read the pencilled words. 
‘Ah, poor creature !" they would cry and 

express their pity in every modern tongue. 

The gloom deepened on the girl's face with 

each word. She evidently believed herself 

banned and barred among kuman beings, 

set apart to misery and solitude, and pitied 

herself with all of her soul.’ 
‘Presently a wholesome English girl, 

with her brother, paused and read the writ- 

ing. ‘Nonsense! was her sole comment. 

‘What do you mean ?’ the man cried, in- 

dignantly. 
*The writer of that must be a grown wo- 

man. Why should any woman not a luni- 

tic be frisndless ? Th2 world is full ot hon- 

est, good people. Let her go to work and 

make herself beloved. It is her own fault 

if she stands alone.’ 
‘She passed on, aud I saw that the other 

woman had risen and was looking after her 

with flaminz anger in her eyes. 

¢] never saw either of them again, and I 

do not know whether the chance words bore 

any fruit ; but whenever I re ad such morb1?, 

sickly cries for pity as these poems, I re- 

member the brief sermon of the Knglish 

girl in Santa Croce.’ 

THE UNIVERSAL POET. 

Longfellow May be Regarded 
as Sach if 

Popularity Counts. 

An incident described mn the Independ- 

ent by Prof. E. A. Grosvenor gives a strik- 

ing illustration of the fact that Longfellow's 

poems have sung themselves into the hearts 

of men and womz2n of many nationalities. 

The incident occurred in 1379 on board 

the French steamer Donai, bound from 

Constantinople to Marseilles. We con- 

dense the description. 

One evening, as we were quilting the 

Strats of Bonitacio, some one remarked at 

dinnar that though Victor Hugo was born 

in Paris, the earliest impression of his life 

; were received in Corsica, close to which 

leg quite as effectually as either leather or | 
3 

greatly loved, pity me, whom no one loves I" | 

of society throughout the world. 
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7 A Fair and Beautiful Complexion 
| Pimples, Freckles, Blotches, Blackheads, Redness, 

And all other Skin Eruptions, vanish by the use of 

campsers SAFE ARSENIC COMPLEXION WAFERS 
cease And FOULD’S...... 

MEDICATED ARSENIC COMPLEXION SOAP. 
ONE BOX of Dr. Campbell's Safe Arsenic Complexion Wafers, if used

 in conjunction with Fould 

Arsenic Soap, will restore the face to the smoothest and fairest Ma
idenly Loveliness. Used by the cream 

Dr. Campbell's Wafers and Fould’s Arsenic Soap are guaranteed per
- 

fectly harmless and not deleterious to the most 
tender skin. 

BEWARE OF WORTHLESS COUNTERFEITS. 

Address all mail orders to 
Wafers by mail 50c. and $1 per box; six 

H. B. FOULD, Sole Proprietor, 144 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont,
 

THE CANADIAN DRUG CO,, Wholesale Agents. 

we were passing. One of the party spoke 

of him as the exponent of what is best in 

humanity. 

The Russian lady exclaimed in English to 

the gentleman who bad last spoken: “How 

can you, an American, give to him a place 

that is occupied by your own Longfellow ? 

Longfellow is the universal poet. He is 

better known, too, among foreigners, than 

any one, except their own poets. Then she 

began repeating : 

«J stood on the bridge at midnight, 

As the clocks were striking the hour, 

And the moon rose o’er the city 

Behind the dark church tower.” 

She added, ‘I long to visit Boston that I 

may stand on the bridge.’ 

In the company was an English captain 

returning from the Zalu war, a typical Bri- 

tish soldier with every characteristic ot Lis 

class. As soon as the Russian lady had 

concluded, he said, ‘I can give you some- 

thing better than that,’ and began ina voice 

like a trumpet: 
“Tell me not in mournful numbers 

Life is but an empty dream.” 

His recitation of the entira porm was 

marked by the common English upheaval 

and down-letting of the voice in each line; 

but it was evident that he loved what he 

was repeating. 
Then atall, lank, gray-haired Scotch- 

man, who seem>d always communing with 

himself, suddenly commenced : 

“There is no flock, however watched and tended, 

But one dead lamb is there.” 

He repeated orly a few stanzas, but ap- 

parently could have given the whole poem 

had he wished. 
For myself, T know that my contribution 

was “My Lost Youth,” beginning : 

«Often I think of the beautiful town 

That is seated by the ses; 

Often in thou zht go up and down, 

The pleasant streets of that dear old town, 

And wy youth comes back to me.” 

A handsome, olive checked young man, 

a Greek educated and living in England, 

said, “How do you like this?” Then he 

began to sing: 
“Stars of the summer night ! 

Farin von szare deeps, 

Hide, hide your golden light ! 
She sleeps ! 

My lady sleeps ! 
Sieeps! 

The capta’n of the Donai was not her 

regular commander, but an officer of the 

national navy, who was in charge only for 

a few voyages. To our astonishment, in 

accents so (allic that one discerned with 

difficulty that he was attempting English, 

he intoned : 
¢ Zoe geds of neet fair valeeng fat, 
Ven trough an Alpeen veelage past 

A yout, who bore meed snow and eece 

A bannair veed decs strange deveec, 

Excelsiorr !’ 

Nona of the other passengers contributed 

hut already six nationalities bad #poken— 

Scotch, Russian, Greek, French, Koglish 

and American. As we rose from the table 

aod went up on deck to watch the lights 

glimmering in Napoleon's birthplace, Ajac- 

cio, the Russian lady said: 
‘Do you suppose there 1s any other poet 

of any county, living or dead, from whom 

so many of us could have quoted? Not 

one. Not evan Shakespeare or Victor 

Hugo cr Homer.’ 

Private Cure for Alcoholism. 

Any man or woman can have all desire 

for intoxicating liquor removed in 2 or 3 

days and be permanently cured in three 

weeks. Medicina taken privately—no- 

body need no--does not inter!ere with 

business duties and the immediate results 

are normal sleep, appeti‘e, and clear brain 

and all without exercising auy self denial. 

Investigation invited — Undeniable testi- 

mony sar t sealed A. Hutton Dixon, 129 

Avenue Road, Toronto, Canada. 

He Knew, 

Teacher—Now I have explained to you 

the diffsrence between good and evil, tell 

me what sort of little boys go to Heaven. 

Wonderful Posidinans. 

The habit of companies which insure 

against accidents to compel their patrons 

to resort to the courts to recover in case of 

injury was, tke occasion of this singular 

thoughtfulness, told by the president of a 

large accident company : 

‘Some time ago,’ he said, ‘a large policy- 

holder in my company was run over by a 
Brookiyn trolley car and his right leg 
painfully crushed. He remained conscious 

after the shock for three minutes, during 
which time he pulled out his watch and 
called the attention of the crowd to the 

fact that it was just fifteen minutes of 

twelve. His policy expired at noon, and 

his forasight was rewarded by the immedi- 
ate payment of his weekly indemnity with- 

out controversy or litigation.’ 
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Mrs J. J. McDonald's] 

ESTABLISHMENT 

MONCTON, N.B, 
Will be found the latest Parisian styles and new 

est models. 
Dressmaking cone in all up to date fashions. 

Each department under the highest classed supe
r- 

vision and al! work guaranteed. Write for pare 

ticulars and priecs. 

Miss Jessie Campbell Wife. 
TEACHER OF PIANOFORTE. 
ST. STEPHEN, N. B. 

The * Loaschetizky Moathod’'; also ** Synthet 

System,’ for beginners. 
Apply at the residence of 

Billy Snooks (prompt y)—D2ad uns. 
Mr. J." T, WHITLOCK 
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