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MAKING GLASS EYES. 

THE MANUFACTrURE IS A CURIOUS 

AND PROFITABLE BUSINESS. 

Thousands Turned out Every Year—Ready 

Made Ones are Cheap but the Made to 

Order Sort Come High—These Eyes do not 

Often Last Long. 

There are many curious industries in 

this big city, says the New York Herald, 

and one that ranks pre-eminent in the 

peculiar line is a glass eye factory. It 

may seem strange that there should be a 

a sufficient demand for glass eyes to sup- 

port such a factory, especially as it em- 

ployes a number of skilled workmen all the 

year round. But when one learns some of 

the secrets of the trade all cause for won- 

der vanishes. 

The prime reason for its existence is 

that the glass eye does not last more than 

a year and very often not more than six 

months. Of course, this necessitates the 

purchase of new eyes every little while by 

afflicted people, and the number of people 

who use these eyes is surprisingly large, 

judged by the vearly production of the 

factory. : 
Fve hundred eyes are turned out weekly 

or about twenty six thousand ina year. 

Not all of these are sold, but this percetage 

is very small. The unsold ones are stock 

eyes—that is, they are used in the sale de- 

partment of the factory, or are sent to 

dealers throughout the country as samples. 

The prices of glass eyes vary consider- 

ably. An ordinary ready made eye costs 

$5, while a made to order eye with the 

pupil and cornea carefully colored, costs 
anywhere from $10 to $30, and occasion 

ally as much as $50, bus this latter price is 

a rare one. Poor People can only afford 

the ready made eye, and a large pumb:r of 

these arz always kept in stock in different 

shades of blue, gray and brown. 

Gray eyes are the most common; then 

come blue, and then brown. Black eyes 

are a myth, and the factory has never had 

a call to make one. Ophthalmic hospitals 

are the largest consumers of the false eye. 

These buy in quantities, and naturaily get 

the product at reduced rates. 
Thep buy the ordinary ready made eye, 

as they are used, for the most part, on 

poor people who are financially unable to 

be fastidious in the manner ot exact color. 

The most startling teature of the factory 

is the cabinet in which the stock eyes are 

kept. They are placed in large trays, 

sectioned off into tiny squares, each square 

contsining an eye. Blue eyes of many 

shapes and shades are in one tray; brown 
eyes of all kinds in another, and gray eyes 

of many varieties in a third. 
When a purchaser comes in he or she is 

fitted with an eye from one of these trays, 

and if the buyer is content with the ready 

made artticle a duplicate is furnished trom 
the stock. If the made to order article is 

wanted, the sample is sent up to the work 
rooms with instructien covering the minor 

changes or improvements that can be made. 
All of the regular customers have sample 

eyes in the factory. This enables them to 

send trom a distanee for a duplicate, and a 

new eye, perfectly fitting and of the correct 

color is shipped to them. The reason that 

the eye wears out is that the action of the 

tear—which is acid—affecis the enamel, 

roughing the edges and surface and caus- 

ing irritation of the eyelids. 
There Las never been a time in the his- 

tory of the world that artificial eyes did 

not exist. The ancient Egyptians, four 

and five thousand years ago wore false 

eyes of gold and silver, and later of copper 

and wvory. It is on record that two 

patriotic Lutetians, when their country was 

in financial distress, generously presented 

their golden eyes to the public treasury. 

During the Middle Ages porcelain su- 

perseded metal in the making ot artisticial 

eyes, and a century ago the glass eye ar- 

rived. Now enamel is considered to be 

the best material for the work, and it is 

used to the exclusion of all others. 

The process of making the eye is easily 

described, but the work calls for much deli- 

cate and pain-staking labor on the part of 

the seven or eight skilled workmen. Form- 

erly one man made artifical eye from the 

crude to the finished state, but now the 

work is divided into a number of specialties 

each man performing only a fraction of the 

whole task. 
In its initial stage the eye is a long 

slender stick of enamel, made of perfectly 

transparent and tusible flint glass. This 

is placed in a crucible and exposed to great 
heat. The globe-maker places th enamel 
over a blow-pipe supplied with wind which 
is pumped by engine power nto a large 
cylinder end stored under water pressure. 

Under the careful manipulation of the 
workman the enamel tube is formed into 
an oblong globe, just the size and shape of 
a human eye. 
Next i* pisses into the coloring room. 

A piece of colored enamel is placed on the 

summit of the globe, and this is gently 
heated in a small flame and coatinuously 
rotated. Gradually this takes the form of 
the iris, and then a spot of darker enamel 
is added to represent thie pupil. Then this 
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\ oc Lave been building bicycles fot 

years; we believe our product, the Stearns, 

represents just what is desired by the 

riding public. 
Rather than take this statement with 

the proverbial grain of salt, don your most 

critical mood, call at the store of our city 

acents and ask to see the mew Yellow 

Fellows. 
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is covered by a thick layer of crystal to 
form the cornea. 
At this stage the eye is detached from 

the blowpipe and cooled and then sent to 
the cutting room, from which it emerges 
shaped into a small hollow oval with ir- 
regular edges. The catting is a difficult 
process, as a hair's breadrh deviation in 
size will make a material difference in the 
fitting. 
The edges are fired acd the eye allowed 

to cool slowly, this being the annealing or 
tempering process, which toughens the 
enamel and renders it less liable to break. 
The final work is the polishing, and then 
it is ready for the owner. 

‘I'he coloring work is the most delicate 
of all, as sometimes eight and nine colors 
are worked in to give the correct shade. 
Brown eyes ot the hazel variety require a 
very delicate streaking of yelicw and gray, 
and some kinds of blue eyes are equally 
difficult to fashion. There is also a great 
variety in the sclerotic or white. In child- 
ren’s eyes it is a pale china blue, in old 
people a gray, while with men who are 
heavy-drinkers or smokers it has a yellow- 
ish tinge. 
Of course the great art lies in making 

the artifical eye an exact duplicate in ex- 
pression, size and color of the living eye, 
and so cleverly is the work now done that 
few people can detect the genuine from the 
filse. 

HOW PRISONERS COMMUNICATE. 

Ingenious Methods Employed by Them to 

Talk to Each Other. 

The prisoners makes every conceivable 

effort to hold intercourse of some kind 

with their tellow culprits, if only to relieve 

the silence and solitude—intolerable to 

persons of their class, who have not suffi- 

cient cultivation of mind t)> supply them 

with food for tbought. Knocking on the 

walls of separation between the cells, 

scratching sentences on the sides of the 

baths or the bottoms of the tins used to 

contain their gruel, and many other 

devices of that inadequite nature, are 

instantly detected and stopped by the 

officials. The chapel is perhaps the most 

favorable ground for enabling them to let 

their presence at least be known to acquain- 

tances who have been incarcerated at an 

earlier or later period from themselves. 

The male and female prisoneers are, of 

course rigidly separated during the services. 

A high and strong wooden partition 

divides the portion of the building they re- 

spectively occupy, but they do not sallow 
this serious obstacle to deter them alto- 

gether trom the communications they spe- 

cially desire to hold with the opposite sex. 

In singing the hymns they often try to in- 

troduce words of their own, or make very 

peculiar responses, which can be under- 
stood over the wall. A male prisoner will 

be afilicted with an extremely bad cough, 

which in measured attacks, makes known 
to a lady friend on the other side that he is 
‘in quod,” but he is seldom oppressed by 
this bronchial malady on more than one 
occa-ion, since tbe governor informs him 
that as his cough is so distressing, he is to 
remain in his cell, and not be exposed to 
the air of the chapel until he is better—a 
cure for his complaint which is at once 
perfectly complete. On the female side of 
the partition a woman permitted to take 
her infant, born in prison, to chapel with 
her, pinches the unfortunate mite until its 
shrill yells reveal her proximity to its 
tather, attentively listening through the 
wall. 

Recently the governor of one of our 
county prisons was greatly perpleved by 
the discovery that the female prisoners ia 
his charge managed in some mysterious 
manner to ascertain the presence of every 
individus] man on the other side of the 
impervious dividing barrier. Oae of the 
women inadvertently let drop the fict that 
she had recognized her husband, whose 
position there must, according to rule, 
have been completely unknown to her. 
None of the officers could account for an 
uapermitted knowledge which was found to 
be shared by all the other women. At 
last a very careful examination of 
the chapel gave an explanation 

Ask your grocer for 

For Table and Dairy, Purest and Best 

of the mystery. Although s'rictly 
divided, as we have said, both the male 

and the female prisoners faced the altar in 
their seats, and over it had been fixed a 
very large brass cross against the wall, so 
bigbly polished as to form a very good mir- 
ror. Inits clear surface the women saw 
the reflection ot every man ae he passed to 
his place and bad enjoyed the spectacle 

with impunity till a wite, much interested 

in the appearance of her spouse, had made 
an imprudent remark to one of the officers, 
which revealed the fact. The brass cross 
instaneously disappeared, and the bland 
wali behind it no longer tells any secrets. — 
J.ondon Hospital. 

WHA PRESIDENT LINCOLN HAD 

LEARNED. 

He Found out How to Spell Maintenance 

Correctly. 

Mr. Albert Blair, writing in the St, 

Louis Globe-Democrat about President 

Lincoln, remarks especially upon his maf- 

fectedness, and in so doing relates a story 

which may prove an encouragement to 

readers who have sometimes found them- 

selves ignorant wheie they had supposed 

themselves well infermed. 
In February, 1865, Mr. Blair was 

present at a White House reception; a 

general reception, open to everybody. 

Mr. Lincoln was attended by Judge David 
Davis, who took the names of all comers 

and introduced them to the President. 
Of course there was a crowd, and no- 

body had time for more than a word and 
a handshake. Mr. Blair was presented to 
the President, and then stepped aside to 

watch the show. Mr. Lincoln and Judge 
Davis carried on a conversation, constantly 
interrupted tbough it was. 

‘Now,’ says Mr. Blair, ‘it was ‘How do 
you do, colonel ?’ or ‘My brave boy (this 
te a young soldier)! or ‘I am glad to see 

you,’ or some other phrase of cordial recog- 
nition.’ 
There was no official starch, but what 

especially impressed Mr. Blair was a re- 
mark made by Mr. Lincoln in a perfectly 
matter-of-fact, unaffected tone, loud 

enough to be heard by many of the by- 

standers. 
‘Judge,’ said he, ‘I never knew until the 

other day how to spell the word ‘mainte- 
nance.’ Here a hand interrupted him. 

I always thought it was m-a1n, main, 
t-a-i-n. tain, a-n-c-e, ance, maintainance; 

but I find it is m-a-i-p, main, t-e, te, 
n-a-n-c-e, nance, maintenance. 

Honesty. 
It is difficult for a young 

man to get into a good hcuse 
unless he understands how to 
do something well—has a “rea! 
business” education, and is 
thoroughly honest and relia- 
able. I say frankly I do not 
want students unless they come 
with honesty of purpose to 
work and amount to something. 
If you like my way, come. 

SNELL, Truro, N.S. 

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Announcements under this heading not exceeding 
five lines (about 35 words) cost 25 cents each 
Jette. Five cents extra for every additional 
ine. 

AGENT FOR OUR NEW MARVELLOUS 
Transforming Sign; nothing like it; 

pays big money; saleable to all merehants. Ad- 
dress SPECIALTY CO., 24 Adelaide street, East 
Toronto. 

FITZ- 
POCKET KINETOSCOPES. simmons: 
Fight, Serpentine Dance, Skirt Dance, Fight with 
Policemen, Little Egypt. Price 26 cts. each, $1.80 
per dozen. Address M. 8: BAIN, Box 504, Yar 
mouth, N. 8S. 

AGENTS Guten 1 SIXTY YEARS A 
QUEEN.” The book of the year. 

Over one hundred illustrations; elegant bindings; 
popular prices. Prospectus free to workers. Write 
quickly ior particulars. &. M. ROSE & SONS, 
Toronto. 

A CHANCE | STUDIO OUTFIT, for 
making Photos any size 

up to 8 x 10, almost new and everything first class. 
A chanch for a Photographer or anyone wanting to 
start in a good paying business, to the latter we 
can give complete practical instruction in Modern 
Photography, by our methods; easy and simple for 
any one. address the ROBERTSON PHOTO 
SUPPLY COMPANY 94 Germain St, St. John., 

We offer for sale our 
COMPLETE MODERN 

PURE TEA | 
Sold in ® 

lead 

packets 
to keep 
their 
fragrance. ’ 

“From ANCIENT INDIA 

~-no SWEET CEYLON." 

That is, Tea leaves, scientifically prepared, from 

early pickings, off well cultivated plants—is a 

wholesome, invigorating drink. ~ 

Few people, however nervous, are othereise than 

pleasantly affected by drinking properly prepared 
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Hundreds in Use, giving Perfect Satisfaction. 

Quick im Operation, Handy to Move, Low in Price, Every One Guaranteed. 

Prices run from $25 to $30, with Fittings, delivered in house. 

F—=MERSON & FISHER. 
P. S.— Hall Stoves taken down, repaired, and stored for the season. 

MANLE’S EARLY 

Thoroaghbred 
POTATO. 

SESS , WS— 

The Greatest Cropper 

The Finest Flavor 

—_— 

I raised 569 pounds, or over 3% 

barrels, from one pound in year 

1896. Joan H. King, 

Smith's Creek, Kings Co., N. B. 

TERMS: 

Per Pound, 40c., 3 Pounds, $1.00 

Address all orders to 

J. H. KING, 

'Smith’s Creek, Kings Co., N.B 

Jewelry.. N. B. 

ANTE Old established wholesale House 
wants one or two honest and ia. 

ustrious representatives for this section. Can pay 
a hustler about $12.00 a week to start with. DRAWER 
29, Brantford, Ont. 

A # TED Young men and women to help in 
A the Armenian cause. Good pay. 
ill send copy of my little book, **Your Place in 

Life,” free, to any who write. Rev. T. 8. Linscott, 
Brantford, Ont. 

WANTE RELIABLE MERCHANTS ih 
each town to handle our water- 

proof Cold Water Paint. Five million pounds sold 
in United States last year. VICTOR KOFOD, 
49 Francis Xavier, Montreal. 

RESIDENCE at Rothesay for sale or to rent 
jor the Summer months. That 

pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop= 
erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sta 
Soe and within two minutes walk of the Kennebec- 
casis 
Barrister-at Law, Pugsley Bu ing. 

Good Words — 

From 7 

Old Students - 

THE PRACTICAL BUSINESS TRAINING I 
received at your College has been of the greatest 
benefi: to me. The time was most profitably spent. 
Ths training I received there fitted me for business 

as I found it. 
J.OTTY SHARP, 

Head Bookkeeper for 
Messrs, Scovil Bros & Co., ( Oak Hall.) 

Catalogues of our Business Course and the Isaac 
Pitman Shorthand mailed to any address. 

8. KERR & SON, 
oddfellows’ Hall. 

Rent reasonable. $s Ae H.,&6. vv a 

In "RACELETS, BROOCHES, 

EARRINGS, PENDENTS, 

LOCKETS, NECK CHAINS, 

GUARDS, LINKS, STUDS, RINGS, 

STICK PINS, HAT PINS, Ete. 

we bave a large stock to select from, and 

will make prices right. 

FERGUSON & PAGE. 
41 KING STREET. 

New Cloths 
FOR SPRING AND SUMMER WEAR 

Just opened, a full stock of Cloths for the coming 

season, consisting of 

English and Scotch Suitings, 

Trouserings and Overcoatings, 

Black amd Colored Worsteds, 

Black and Blue Serges and Cheviots. 

nid Beautiful both in finish and design. 

By ordering early, customers will avoid the an- 

noyance of having to wait, which is necessary later 
in the season. 

A. R. CAMPBELL, Merchant Tailor, 

64 GERMAIN STREET. 

Cases of 

Paper 
is the attractive card in one of the 

Show Windows of WW. C. RUDMAN 

ALLAN'S DRUG STORE, advertis- 

ing Toilet Paper, 10¢, 3 for 25, and 2 

for 25¢, with special prices in dozen 

lots. Inthe other window you will 

see BUSHELS OF SOAP at prices 3 

cakes for ic; 5¢,6 cakes for 25¢, 7c per 

cake, 4 cakes for25c, and 10c per cake, 

3 for 25¢c. Be sure and'see these at- 

tract ve displays. Remember the Store 

ALLAN'S PHARMACY, 35 King 

Street, where Prescriptions are aceur- 

ately dispensed: Telephone 239. 

WIN ES. 
Arriving ex “Escalona” 

- "li rte k 

“The Nicest” “wdoctives. 
For sale low. 

THOS. L. BOURKE 
WATER STREET 

EASTER 

Meats and Poultry 

THOMAS DEAN, 
City: Market. 

CROCKETT'S 
Catarrh Cure, 

A positive cure for 
Catarrh, Colds in 
Head, etc., Prepar- 
ed by 

THOMAS A CROCKETT, 

162 Princess St, Cor. Sydney 

T. O'LEARY, 
«+++ RETAIL DEALER IN.cee 

Choice Wines and Liquors 

and Ales and Cigars, 

| 16 DUKE STREET. 
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