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"The Drama : 
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IN MUSICAL CIRCLES. 

This week the Opera House is occupied 

by the Carleton Op°ra Company,an organ- 

jzation which has been the recipient 

of much favorable advance notice. The 

business has not been what is called ‘‘large” 

though the houses have been fair. The 

chorus is quite good but not a little of the 

work shows insufficient rehearsal, and this 

was especially noticeable in the first pro- 

duction of ‘‘Nanon,” which was som: what 

‘cut’ by reason of loss of cue and for other 

causes. Where the chorus was confid.nt, 

it was well balanced, and the effect was 

quite leasing. Solo singers are indis- 

penss-ite, of course, but unless the chorus 

is well rehearsed and well drilled no bril- 

liancy upon the part of soloist, nor any- 

thing else in fact can compensate. In pro- 

cess of time I have no doubt this chorus 

will do excellent work, but jus: at present 

there is a suggestion, to put it mildly, of 

being unprepared, is giving public perfor- 

mances somewhat too soon. What we are 

getting for opera this week, may be more 

correctly designated little more than dress 

rehearsels. What we lose in this, Halifax 

will gain, as the company is to appear in 

that city and there they will have th: more 

finished work. Up to this writing 1 have 

not heard Miss Clem:nts sing—she is not 

in the cast of **Nanon”—but I heard Mi:s 

Jennie Winston who sings particularly well 

when one eonsiders that she has been ill 

and under medical treatmen since she ar- 

rived in this city. Miss Winston's voice is 

tuneful and sweet and she has a very ex: 

cellent sriiculation. B.sides all this she is 

an attractive woman and an ex:eptionaily 

clever actress. Her song Winding the 

skein” for which she received the compli 

ment _of a double encore, was most charm- 

ingly rendered and her interpretation 

showed a thorough knowledge of the com- 

poser’s idea. Her acting in this was a 

beautiful piece of clever work. Miss Lang- 

ton too sings in happy form and has be- 

come quite a favorite with the audiences. 

Mr. Carleton has a good strong baritone 

voice, a little apt to overdo perhaps in 

striving for effect, but always indicating 

that he is well up in his own role, Mr. 

McDonald the comedian, and one or two 

others of the soloists sing with good effect. 

The work done here is admirable as a 

preparation for a season in Halitax and I 

have no doubt our friends in the sister city 

will ind the company in form to give a 

good performance when they make their 

initial there. 

It is noticed that the ‘old reliable’, 

Morton L. Harrison and his orchestra are 

playing at the Opera House again. It 

looks like old times to see them there once 

more. They bave quite a large list of 

operas and there is little doubt but that 

the musical director of the company finds 

their assistance most valuable. 

Mr. Harris is in the city arranging for 

the concert to be given by the English 

bas:o, Signor Foli, assisted by Mme. 

Vanderveer Green and Signor S:arga. 

Tones and Undertones, 

For many singers from the United 

States seeking a status through a profes- 

sional introduction in London, a barrier in 

the shape of a payment of $1000 has exis- 

ted for some time past. The credit of 

breaking down this barrier, at least in her 

own case, isdue to Miss Ina Lawson of 

New York who recently sang in the can- 

tata “The Ancient Mariner” instead of 

Miss Blanche Powell. Miss Lawson had 

but one days notice and went through with 

flying color’s. This lady ia well known in 

the United States as the only woman con- 

ductor of a choral society in America. 

Several American singers have met with 

much success in London, Eng. which is 

now being sought rather than Paris. Among 

the winners are Margaret Reid, Pauline 

Joralen, Clara Poole, Rosa Green and 

Regina de Sales who is the wife of Frank 

Atwater of the Musical Courier. 

Johann Strauss will compose an opera 

founded on Ger:rd Hauptman's play “The 

Sunke|\ Bell.” 

Yvette Guilbert makes large additions 

to her income by the sale of her songs which 

she publishes herself. For the song *‘Les 

Ingenues” she paid $10, and she subse- 

quetly sold 10,000 copies of it. 

At the recent performance of ‘‘Faust” in 

Boston with Calve and the De Reszkes in 

the cast, tumultu us applause foliowed every 

scene and encores were repeatedly insisted 

upon. The grand trio of the last act awoke 

the wildest enthusiasm and when the per- 

formance was over the audience, it is said, 

showed no disposition to leave the hall. A 

writer in a late Boston paper thus describes 

the scene. Time after time the artists 

came to the footlights and bewed their 

acknowledgements. After Calve and the 

de Reszkes had come out together a dozen 
times or more the prima donna appeared 

alone and then there was a perfect hurricane 
of app'ause. Requests for another song 
wera shouted forth from all parts of the 

hall. 

Calve responded by throwing Kki:ses 
from her prct'y fingers and shaking ber 

head in the most pathetic way. She wish- 
ed to make it known that she was too tired 
to sing sgiin. But the audience would 
not understand, even after Calve spoke to 
them in French, bidding goodby and ex- 
pressing a thousand thanks. Still the hub- 
bub continued and many times did the 
artists bow their thanks. Oace Calve 
brought Mr. B Schoeff.] to the footlights 

and a spontaneons outburst of applause ex- 

pressed appreciation of this indefatigable 
manager's brave efforts to give Bostonians 

the best grand cpera productions. 

Th: stage manager addressed them in 
very positive language stating that Mme. 

Calve bad finally retired to her dressing 
room, and that it would be absolutely im- 

possible for her to appear again. hen 
the lights were put out, and the audience 
concluded te go home. 

“Miss Robinson,” the name of a new 
comic opera which bada run of one hun- 

dred nights in Paris, has been purchased 

tor America by E. E. Rice. 

Florence Begarte, a prima donna wih 

the endorsation of a I.ondon audience, is 

coming to the United States this summer, 

also a Miss Adele Lorraine, another prima 

donna. 

TALK OF THE THE ATRE. 

Eilen Terry recently played in England 
the title role in “Madame Sans Gene” and 
scored a notable success, although it is 

said she rather ‘‘overdid the washer- 

woma n scene.” Sir Henry Irving could 
not meke up histac> as the Emperor but 

made the best of a poor part and shone 
most in staging the piece. 

E E. Rice has returned from London 

and is determined to produce ‘Evange- 
line” in that city. His idea is that *‘a pro- 

duction that has been played in America 

for twenty-three years is not likely to fail” 

there. 

A new piece entitled “T.e French 
Maid” by Messrs. Hood and Slaughter 

was played in Toole’s theatre London last 
Monday for its initial. The rights for 
America have been purchased by E. E. 

Rice. 

The ¢ Columbia” the ‘‘Amphion” and 
““The American” theatre in Brooklyn were 

all closed last week it being Holy Week. 

A tarce comedy in four acts entitled ‘A 

Tarrytown Widow” was on at the Park 

theatre in Brooklyn last week. The piece 
is said to be new to that portion of Greater 

New York. 

Carl A. Haswin, who appeared here at 

tae Mechanics Institute as Drelincourt, in 

‘Little Lord ¥auntleroy” is now at the 

Star theatre, N. Y., appearing in the prin- 

cipal role in “*A Lion’s Mouth.” 

It is said that Henry Arthur Jones’ new 
play ‘The Payeician” suggests the recent 
contest between a woman client and a well 
known London physician as to a medical 
man’s right to reveal sccrets intrusted to 
him professionally. 

The rents for theatres in London have 
gone up this year. In some cases the in- 
crease 1s as high as one hundred per cent. 
Madame Eleanora Duse after a phenom- 

enal season in Russia is now acting in Italy. 

Chops Cooked by a Newspaper. 

An ingenious contrivance from England 

makes it possible to cook a chop in ten 

minutes by means of an ordinary news- 
paper. 

It consists of a receptacle into which 
tightly twisted bits ot newspar are placed, 
a single newspaper is more than suffi.ient. 
Abov. thisis a kettleand a pan with a 
stand. This eontrivance will boll water, 
cook anything, and the whole affair may be 
folded flat. 

Humphreys’ No. 10 

promotes 

DIGESTION. 
By curing Dyspepsia; -strongthening 

the Weak Stomach ; stimulating the Liver; 

invigorating the Kidueys; renewing the 

(Gas'ric Juices; toning up the System; 

making new Blood ; quieting the Nerves; 

inducing sleep and thus raising the sbiri's; 

dispelling despondency and allowing the 

Dyspeptic to enjoy the pleasures of the 

table, 
It is one of Dr. Humphreys’ favorite 

prescriptions and is just as reliable as his 

famous 

“77” ~~ COLDS 
Dr. Humphreys* Homeopathic Manual of Dis 

ase 88 Jour cA or mailed Free. 

or seat on receipt of 25 
ey -< ht i Humphreys’ Med. Cor. 
William & John Ste. New 
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: Agents Wanted S 4: gents Wanted in K fT S h Special Grade 5 ® 

Sei every town for the ing O Core. Crs Cycle. Ss i °: 

ie And the High Grade Crawford SPEED KING and QUEEN. oz 
LJ °: 

“o We have these in THREE HEIGHTS OF FRAME, variety of color, seamless tubing, with ox 

$o8 Dunlop tyres, built-up wood rims, plated detachable chain whe.ls, adjustable handlebars, two. ot 

fo ® piece cranks, the latest hy genic saddles and oil-retaining dust-proof bearings, at - - $7500 ® - 
os 

fo ABOVE ALL, THEY GIV. PERFECT RESULTS. neu 
¢ 
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2%: Our Mr. LOVE is now in the Maritime Provinces appointing Agents Sot 

ses Write us and make appointments if you are open. Catalogues free, Ses 

ce 
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ie C. B. ALLEN, M. 0 CROWELL, fei 
ie ] Agent for St. John. N. B. Agent at Halifax, N, S tel 
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2%: E C. HILL & CO., 101 Yonge Street, Toronto. 5 
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BIUYCLING IN CORSICA. 

Wonderful Roads, No Brigand+, and a Pic- 

turesque Unkuown Country. 

If the confiling cyclist will open his map 

of Corsica and suppose himself salcly trans- 

ferred from the mainland of Italy to the 

town of Bastia, on the east coast of the 

island, he will bz transjorted on a three 

weeks’ tour such as is not easily to be 

matched in Earope, if perfection of roads, 

air, and scenery are desired. Corsica 18 

French territory, and the French, in af- 

fairs of such importance as the construction 

of roads which shall be a dream of paradise 

to wheelmen, there is no doubt that they 

stand pre-em nent. As one spins along the 

smooth-faced windings of the ‘Route 

Nationale,” which threads Corsica from one 

end to the other, and notices the patience 

with which all outbursts of steep declivitics 

have been resis:cd, and the cunning cour- 

age with which the road is snakzd round 

and round the formidable mountain heights 

one feels—in the spirit of the Scotchman 

who deduced the golfing proclivities of the 

Cr a‘'or from the abundance of good golf 

courses in his neighborhood—that the 

constructors of these Corsican roads must 

have hal the special happiness of cyclists 

in their minds when they so admirably 

adapted natural obstructions. Such as 

mountains, to their needs. 

For a considerable portion of the route 

ths roid and the railway are within means 

of communication with each other. We 

may, therefore, mount at Basti with a light 

heart and the certainty that the morning 

train will, at its own slow leisure, safely 

convey our ward-robe to Ponte Veccia, 

where tha first might will be spent, ard 

after as desired, to Corte, Vixzivona, and 

Ajaccio on the road of our intended jour- 

ney. But we must now make head way, 

past Ponte Nuovo, where still exists tha 

famous old bridg: on which the patriot 

Paoli made his last stand for Corsican in- 

dependence, to Ponte Veeccia, from thence 

to Corte, the ancient capital and seat of 

the various Governments that from time to 

time hive held the reins of this free-spirited 

little island, and on to Vizzavona, through 

gorgeous snow-capped mountains-—rising 

to about 8,000 feet—and picturesque vil- 

liages perched on rocky heights, and 

finally descending gloriously to Ajaccio, 

the city of palms and orange trees, blue 

Mediterranean, and other Southern joys. 

It isas well, when possible, to send a 

day's warning to the inns of your arrival, 

that there may be time given to kill the 

fatted kid —the Corsican’s favorite food— 

and put your rooms in order, for though 

tresh eggs and bread and good native wine 

(the latter given, as water is in England, 

free of charge) are always to be had, meat 

time to be caught, killed, and requires ’ 
prepared. As regards language, there is 

3 

no diffi :ulty. French will, at least in tle 

towns and larger villages, be all-surfliGing; 

and thouzh in th: country districts the 
picturasque peasants will jibber and gest- 

culate only in their nitivs patois, they ar: 

as a rul: intelligent enough to understand 

the travelling B:iton's classical Italian, 

especially it this be help:d out by som: ot 

the charming signs and gestures of which 

‘hese interesting islaade.s are masters and 

depts. It is, however, very necessary oa 

such a tour to be thoroughly equipped with 

implements of defence, not agains: band- 

itti (these latter are too far occupied with 

the responsibilies of their own private ven 

dettas fo: the comm )n tourist to hav: any 

value in their eyes), but agaist cycliag 

b-reakdowas, for until Ajaccio is reached 

there is no chance of obtaining ou‘side 
he p. To provide azainst collapse it is 
important, therefore, to understand the 
internal economy and possible require 
ments of your machine. And th:.n—pro- 
viled the means of remedy are at your 

command—a temporary accident will be 
found quite worth experiencing, for among 

the natives the machine itselt excites the 
greatest interest, and as they never appear 
to hava any work to to do and spread out 
the hour for dejeuner in the most elastic 

fashio, they will come crowding round and 
with the greatest confidence and good na- 
ture offer to help you pull your machine to 
pieces and bring sledge hammers to rescue, 
dea'ening you meanwhile with excited dis- 

putes and wrangles as to the probable 
uses of the various paris of the ‘bicy- 
cle'te.’ A't.r reaching {| Ajaccio the 
railway goes no further south; so, should 
the cyclist desire to visit Propriano and 
B)nifacio—the latter especially would re- 

pay the pains—IH: must carry his kit upon 
his back and trust to the good road alone. 
Then returning to Ajiecio, he will on his 

way north a rain—to Calvi on th: Western 
coast, the Ultima Thoule his tour—vist 

Callestoggio, or perhaps Vico, Sigone and 

Carghese. The latter is a curiously inter 
esting Greek settlement of refugees from 

Turkish tyranny, dating from the seven- 
teenth century ; from this place the villages 
o! Piana and Evisa might ba visited, and 

finally Calvi would conclude a tour which 
would, for th: months of April and May, 

more thas satisfy the wost exac ing cyclist. 
It would seem as though there must be 

some magi: controling the mending o’ the 

roads, for loose and new-laid stones are 
rarely to b: met, while as for dust, mud, 

and broken glass, it need only be said that 

the Corsicans pride themselves upon the 

total absence on their roads of the first and 
second of these cyclisterian horrors, and as 

ards the third—if we may judge from 

the fact that in the country districts glass 
windows are a rarity, wooden shatters 
alone being used as protection from 
weather and from personal foes—we need 
not fear a lavish distribution of this scarce 
article upon the highw.y. 

It is just possible that sometimes—as, for 
instance, on the ascent to Vizzavona, which 
lies more than 4,000 feet above sea level 
—the train bo-peeping at us through the 
gptuings of the censtint tunnels, may in- 

a temporary chuckle of advan in 
cy pe ns toilsomely Secening, foot by 

foot, the moun‘ain passes he scorned 

t scale. But when onee the height is 

! reached, and we on the wings of the light 
bike find ourselves freely flying down and 
round the marvellously graduated slopes— 
the scents of wh.te heather, rosemary, 

. cistus, and the wonderful mac:hie shrub 
mixiag with the fresh mountain air intoxi- 
cating our s:nses with the aspirations of a 
new world—It is our turn to triumph.—St. 
Jemes Gazette. 

Leave Their Wives at Home, 

It is a strict rule with the big transat- 
lantic steamship companies that the wife of 

the Captuin ahall not travel in his ship. 

Tae company strongly prehibits its Cap- 
tains from taking their wives aboard with 
them. The supposition is that if anything 
should happen to the ship the Captain, in- 
stead of atten ling to his public duty, would 
devote his attention maialy to the safety of 
his wifs. So that it th: wife of a Captain 
wants to go abroad she must take passage 
in some other vessel. Thais rule also holds 
in many of the freight lines. 
—— e—————————————————— en ————————————————— 

PILL- OSOPHY 
Theraare pills and pills—but Dr. Agnew’s 

Liver Pills at 20 cents a vial lead in 

demand, The sale borders on 

the phonomenal. 

Sluggish liver, Constipation or irregular 

bowels are the precursors of many 

physical disorders. 

These little wonders remove the cause, 

They ar: entirely v:gatable. They act 
oa the liver and bowels without disturb= 
ance to the system, diet or occupation. 
They never gripe; they act pl:asantly. 
40 in a vial for 20 cents. 

Trimmod and Untrimmed 

MILLINERY. 

A large and fashionable stock of all the 
lstest novelties ia TRIMMED 

and UNTRIMMED 

HATS, TOQUES and BONNETS 
Prices moderate. Inspection invited. 

CHAS. K. CAMERON & CO, 
77 King Street, 
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