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WILL NOT CELEBRATE

BECAUSE THEY CAV'T AGRFE UPUN
A WAY 10D0O 1I7T.

Moncton Citiz'ns are Eitoer too Poor, too
Indifterent, or too Economicalio do Houvor
to Her M:j sty in the 60th Year of Her
Relgn—the Committes Rerigne,

Moxcrox April 20 —The presentindica-
ticns are that Moncton will have no celebra-
tion of any kind to mark th: Jabilee year,
but will place hcrselt on record as being
either too poor, too indifferent, or too
economical to take any part in a demon-
stration which will be almost world wide
Alter working mantully in the face of op-
position, criticism and worst of a'l apathy,
the general ccmmittee appointed by the
citiz:ns to take chirge of the proposed
celebration, bave given up the uncqual
fi bt, and at a meeting h2ld in the council
chamber last Fridey evening handed in
their reports of lack of progress, and unam-
iously tendered their resignation to the
mayor. A.derman W. McR. Weldon read
4 report irom the ficance committee s'ating
that eviry «flort had been made to raise
the required five hundred dollars. a sub-
scription list bad been prepared aund circu-
lated but as yet it remained blank, no one
seeming inclined to suts ribe and in view ol
their lack of tu:cess, the sub committee
on finance asked to be discharged. Other
mambers of the geneal committee express-
ed the opinion that it would be qmte im-
possible to raise the rcqaired sum by pri-
vate subscription, and though there were
a few cheerful enough to think that it might
yet be done, the g'meral feeling of the
meeting was that ths reprated delays and
postponemen's in order to obtain further
in‘ormation were merely rendering the
committee ridiculcus and exposiog then to
adverse oomm« nt, so that the more digni-
fied course would be to resign, aad allow
their places to b: filled by men who might
possibly succeed where they had 'ailed, ac-
cordingly they tendered their resignation.

Thbe acting of the general committee in
askiong to be r:licved from further service
has not been prompted by any shrinking
from the responsibilities of théir poasition,
or the hard work it entailed, but rather
from a feeling that neither the city ceuncil
nor the citizens seemed {o be in accord
with them, and that others might be found
who would be more fortunate in carrying
the public with them.

To anyone acquiinted with the gentle
men of whom the different eommittees ar2
eomposed, this view of the matter is mani-
festly erroneoas, as it is far from lik:ly
that anyone will succezd wh:re thay hava
failed. Tae trae reason tor the noa suc-
e238 of their effyrts is the lack of unani-
mity on the part ot the citizens: some want
one thing, and oth:rs wint another, while
the papers are fil ed from diy to day with
varied, and often impossible suggestions
for the proper celebrarion of the day, as
well as the permanent memorial ; but a3 far
as the outside pub'ic can jidgze, no one i3
particularly anxious to hslp tha enterprise
along with anything but advics, hard cash,
which is the one thinz most needed does
not seem to enter into the calculations of
these enthu iasts. Eich man has a pst
hobby of his own, and he is most
generous in trothng 1t out for the
benefit of the public through the medium
ofthe papers. This one is in tivor of a
procession of school children, lozal societ
ies and militia, oa the common, sup-
plemented by a parade of the firemen of
the city who are to d:corate their enginss
and hose car:s a' thair owa exp:use, a few
small field pieces are to bz borrowed from
the militia department, also a royal stan-
dard, and a compet:nt p2rson s:icurad to
manipulats thoss sam? piec3s in givinga
royal salute—prasumably to the standard
—in twanty oae rounds of blank cariridga.
and five hundred rounds mora, for a feu
d2 joie. Now this modest display of mili-
tary pomp, would indeed be impressive,
and whea followed by the singing of the
natiora! antham by the assembled school
c¢hildren led by the city bands, would in-
dzed be a feature long to be rem3smbired
if the performance at all resembled that
which took placa when Lord and Lady
Aberdeen visited Moncton. Doubtless jt
would prove a source of unalloyed pleasure
—to the parents of the ch ldren—but it
must be remembered that we have a so-
ciety for the prevention of cruelty to animals
in Moncton, which, being the only society
of the kind in the city, also endeavors to
prevent wanton cruelty to children, as well
as animals, and it would certainly step in
and forbid any such proceeding as a parade

of helpless youngsters marching around
the common under a burning July sun
accompsined by ¢th2 locil militia, and
three small fi-1] pieces,” and ¢tanding in
the heat while the salutes were fi-ed, and
th n “forming in marchiog orle*, and pro-
ceeding as per program’. It would cer-
tainly be a sight to make the angels weep
to see those unfortunate childr:n, a* le st
five bundred strorg. with the local militia,
and the firemen, not to mention spectators,
field piec:s and populace in general, all
crowded together on tke narrow, and
swampy !imits ¢f what is now lett ot the
common! [h:re would scarcely be stand-
ing room, much less space for the proper
ditplay ot so imposing a procession! Fire-
works, on the common again, and a torch-
light procession. Probabdly a repitition ot
the morning’s pageant, will appropriately
conclude the day, all citiz2ns being asked
to illuminate theic houses aloag the route.
Toe promdter of this schams alds th?
additional bait, to the rales already
emmer.ted of assuring the citiz:ns that 1t
can ke done at a very small cost.

Another publiz epirited citiz:n wants the
above programme carried out with the ai-
dition of the Princess Louise cavalry tak-
ing pert, and the date being changed to
tbat set apa°t in England, and ra‘her ir

cslevantly gives as his reason, that he 1is
opposad to givinz the athletic association
a bundred dollars for fire-works and then
piying twenty five cents to see them set off.
Each man who writes to the papers on the
subject usually winds up with the hope that
others wi:l come forward with suggestions,
and the others are not slow to respond to
the call, so suggestions are plentiful if cash
is scarce. No one doubts that miny of
these propoeitions could be carried out
with comparative ease, and little expense,
but it must be remembered that it is not
the ordinary observance of a public holiday
taat is con‘emplated bat the fitting cele-
bration of an evint unknown belore ia
the history of the empire and if it
is not to be done in a proper manner,
it had much better b abandoned altogether.
It is this conviction which has led the com-
mittee tor the celebrationto resign ; they are
all of one accord 1n the opinion that a poor
and mean demonstration would be worse
then none at all, and as their efforts have
met with no encouragement up to the pres-
ent time, they prefer to give up the strug-
gle. When first appointed they prepared
a care'ul estimate of the probable cost of
the entire celebration, and submitted it to
the citizens who thought 1t too high and
refused to vote snch a sum ; since then even
the five bundred dollars promised by the
city council has not been voted;the sub-
scription list remains blank; the form the
celebration is to take has not yet been de-
cided upon, and there remsins but & scant
two months in which to make the extensive
preparations required for such an event.
Under such circumstances the action of the
committee is scarcely to be wondered at,
and it will be surprising it a suffizent num~
ber of men can be found who will be brave
enough to take their places.

With regard to the perminent m3morial
thiags are not n & mush more advanced
condition. As long as wa could keep the
propositions within ordinary limits and
confined ourselves to the comple'ion of the
relative marits of hoepital, park, and pab-
lic library we did pretty well, and even
made a little progress, but ' he circle is ever
widening and the more it ex'ends the far-
ther we scem to get trom a decision. Oae
person thinks that a new school building
on the central grecuads would be afiiting
memorial, while another coasiders that a
nice system of permanent sidewalks would
be more appropriate, and we shall prob-
ably hear from some enthusiast befors long
who is in favor of an improved system of
sewerage, the introduction of & few more
eleciric lights, or ths extension of some of
the side streets, as a memorial of the long-
est and most prosperous reign the world
bas known. It is all very interesting
of course, and calculated to im-
part a  pleasing variety to the
somewhat monotonous work connected
with any large public undertrking, but
there seems to be some danger that by the
time ‘he citizzns have duly weighed the
relative merits of the diff:rent suggestions,
and given a proper consideration to indi-
vidual taste and opinion, so as to avoid
hurting anjone's feelings the jubilee year
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will hive bacoms a thing of the past, and
Moncton will suddenly awake to th: fact
that she bas been lett bebind ia the race
and her owa iadecision 18 entirely respons-
ible for the rather ridi:ulous position in
which she fiads herself.

GRUEL IN THE PARLOR.

The Cook was Disgnsted at the Entertain
ment Given a Stranger.

The old-time hospitality of tha South in-
cluded certain established customs, the im-
portance of which were felt by all, trom
the master to th: youngest servant on the
place. How sacred tbese observances
were may be julged from the difficulty
which Mr. John Howard Payne, the
aathor of ‘Home, Sweat Home,’ once had
in obtaining a humble {bowl of gruel in-
stead of the more elegant refreshments
usually offered to visitors. He was living
at a little tavern in a Southern town, and
went with woe)jegone face to a friend'
house one morning.

‘Miss Mary,” he path:tically inquired,’
‘do you know what gruzl is ?’

‘Iadeed, 1do. Why, what iz the matter?

*Oa, thes2 horrid biscuit at th: tavern
seem compouanded of salera‘us, lard and
halt-baked flour. Could you Lave me a
dish of gruel prepared ¥’

‘Certaialy I can,’ she answered, and
hastened to the kitchen to lay the case be-
fore Aunt Minda, the family cook.

‘Lor, Miss Mary,’ exclaimed the ebony
priestess of pots and pans, ‘yer know yer
maw not gwine ter like that! I never
knowed gruel carried inter her parlor ter
company. Yer got no price chile.’,

‘But, Aunt Minda—’

‘Go ’long inter the house an’ give yer
frien’ fruit-cake an’ pineapple cheese, Miss
Mary.’

‘But, Aunt Minda—"’

‘Don’ keer, chile! Gruel ain’ ter be
carried inter the parlor, nowhow.’

‘Bat Mr. Payne has dyspepsia, Aunt
Minda. IHe's sick, and doesn’t want any-
thing but your gruel.’

This app=al conqaered the old negress,
who pri led herselt as much on nursing as
on cooking, end the gru:l was prepared.

But Rob, the house-boy, had yet to be
reckon:d with. He was as flastered as
Aunt Minda by such a compromise of dig-
nity. He would have proudiy and prompt-
ly prasented cake and wine, but gruel in
bis opinion, wouid besmirch the family es-
catcheon forever. He entered into a long
argument, which ended ia his sulkily carry-
ing the tray of gruel to the visitor. His
wounded teelings were moll:fied, however,
when he saw the steamiog beverage quaffed
ike nectar.

‘Rob,” said Mr. Payne, ‘is there any
more gruel where that came from ?’

‘Lor, yes, Mr. Payne! 1here is bushels !

*Well, bring me another bow! then,’ said
the visitor, gratetully, slipping a dollar into
the boy’s hand.

AN ENEMY OF STARFISH,

Oystermen Hope That a Remedy Has Been
Found tor Foes of the Oyster,

The starfish is one of the worst enemies
that the oyster planter has to contend with
There is a fortune for the man who can
devise a cheap plen to rid the oyster beds
of this pest. Oystermen have spread nets
over their beds, and the starfish could fold
its fingers and push its back up through
the meshes, but could not return because
the fingers would nct bend backward:
Patents have been issued for ‘swab tangles,’
which are strands of rope yarn arranged on
a bar, and are dragged over th: beds and
the starfish are entang'ed in the threads by
reason of their many rough points. Bat
these processes require much labor, which
the value ot the crop wil hardly warrant.

Capt. Daniel Van Velsor, an extensive
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oyster grower in Oyster Bay, went down
the biy some time ago with James Thom-
son and J. D. Velsor to take up 1h? oysters
lor ths day's shipment to New York.

Among the oysters they founl a lot of

dead and dying starfish. Those which

were not dead seemed to have portions of
their snatomy covered with some small

torm of animal life, and where the small
creatures warc congregated the parts of the
gtarfish ware bleached anl dead. Ana

enemy of th2 starfish had appeared, ths
oystermen thought, and they rcjoiced.

Dead starfish anl the new enemy were
carefully gathered and sent to Major Fred
Mahzr, the oiscicultarist, why pronouucad

the enemy a form of mirin2 lite unknowan

to him. In a letter to Cipt. Diniel Van
Telsor he said :

¢ fiad thes2 small anima's to be crusti-
ceans; thitis, in the class with Ilobsters,
crabs, shrimps, saed flias, &:., and there-
fore they are scavengers and can live on
animal macter, living or dead. Zd»slogists
would ca'l tham isopods, becauss their teet
are all alike or equal ; they are nearly one-
fourth of an inch 1a leagth, and have som?
characters of Limnora, which tfeeds on
wood and is destructive to piles and other
woodwork in water, and also resamble a
very small crusticean koown as Limaia
terebra, which is much smsll r. T do not
know the little animal which you send, but
will send the specimens to the experts at
Washington, in alcohol.’

The little crustacean has not been des-
cribed in the publications ot the Fish Com-
mission, or Major Mather would have b:en
able to name it ; but it this is really a new
enemy of the starfish it is to be hoped that
it msy be propagated. In the ecanomy of
pature thare are parasitic animals that live
quietly on others for years, and than, by
force of some natural conditions, multiply
in such numbers as to destroy their hosts
and then, deprived of feeding grounds, they
diminish in numbers for a while, and so the
cycle ot an‘mal hte goes on.

NUOTHING DAUNTED.

The Man Who Conquers Despalr is one of
the World’s Heroes,

There are brave men everywhere, a-
mong all classes of humanity, but the man
who has the courage to fight desprir, who
sets himself resolutely to work out a future
from what would seem to be the ruins of a
shattered life,1s not the least of the world’s
heroes. Forty years ago such a man met
fate, and conquerad, and in the conquer-
ing laid the foundation of an industry that

had before existed only as an adjauct to
anoth:rcalling.

The making o models of newly patented
michines, mo fels that emboly an inventor’s
idea, and yet are so small that they can
conveniently be carried in the pocket or in
a hand-bag, iy an industry very useful, and
indeed essential, in this age of invention.
Without it th2 inventor could not well sell
his goods, fora customer canuvot be induced
to wade through a pamphlet of des ription,
though he will look at a miniature working
model, and at once see its advantages.

The making of such models used to be
lett solely to watchmakers. These men
had no knowledge of practi:al enginzering,
and som :times cou'd not follow the idea of
the iaventor. Yet to them he was bound
to apply uctil ahbout forty years ago.

At that time a mi:foriune befell a skilful
London mechanic, in‘rusted with th: most
delicate work in a la~ge engineering estab-
lishment. 1l: was attacked by partial
paralysis, which deprived bim of thz use of
his legs, but le't his arms uunjured. He
could never again bope to leave his chair,
and his former work wis now an impossi-
biiity.

He was, however, too brave a man to
despair. His arms were free, and he de-
termined to devote himself to such enginzer
ing work as was still possibls to him.
He turned his a'tention to miniature models
—microscopic moadels, they might be called
sinc2 it was impossiol: to make out the
parts without a magnifi:r. To his efforts
it i3 due that the making of working mod:ls

is now a distinct branch of industry.

Two ot his models, descrined in Cham-
ber’s Journal, were masterpieces of work-
moshi . Qe was & model of the engines
ot th: iron clad Warrior, and the other a
tiny copy of th2 steamship Great Britain,
engines and all. Tue first was the most
minu‘e pair of engines the worl | had ever
sezn. Toey stood on a three-penuy piece,
and th: same coin balanced them in the
scales. Every d-tail was there in its exict
proportion, and the enjines worked with
amszing speed when simply blown with thz
breath.

Toe other mod:l was equally wondear-
ful. It was the smallest steamship ever
fashionel. It was eignt inches long, and
its screw propeller was hardly larger than
a pea. Its whole weight when ready for

! sea, was an ounce and a quarter. The

engines weighed less than halt an ounce.
It was a sizht to se the tiay ship plowing
its way across & bath-tub.
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Our I's and Other Eyes.

Our I’s are just as strong as they were fifty years ago
when we have cause to use them, Dut we have less at;ui
less cause to praise ourselves, since others do the praising
and we are more than willing for you to see us lhrou;l;
other eyes. This is how we look to S. F. Boyce, wholic-
sale and retail druggist, Duluth, Minn., who after a quarter
of a century of observation writes:

“I have sold Ayer’s Sarsaparilla for more than 23 years,
both at wholesale and retail, and have never heard any-
thing but words of praise from my customers ; not a single
complaint has ever reached me, ~ I believe Avyer’s Sar-
saparilla to be the best blood purifier that has been intro-
duced to the general public.”

sold thousands of dozens of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, is strong
testimony. But it only echoes popular sentiment the world

over, which has ¢ Nothing but words of praise for
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla.”

©

L’/ Any doubt about it? Send for the ¢‘ Curebook.”™
It kills doubts and cures doubters.
Address: J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.

This, from a man who has
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