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Woman and 

Her Work g 
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That sturdy old literary woman Mrs: E. 

Lynn Linton, who was a writer of note 

when most of the literary women of the 

present day were in pinafores, has been 

talking some good common sense to the 

English people on tke subject of art, as 

opposed to comfort, in modern house fur- 

nishing. If there is one thing above an- 

other for which Mrs. Linton is noted, it is 

her habit of speaking her mind, and if she 

bas become slightly addicted to scolding of 

late years, she usually aims those pointed 

shafts of hers in a direction where scolding 

is needed, and in any case, even when she 

talks about something she does not under- 

stand as in her fierce condemnation of 

female cyclists, she never fails to be in- 

teresting and one enjoys her thorough 

earnestness and the vigorous English she 

uses as a vehicle for her always strong 

opinions. 

It is a good and satisfying thing for a 

lover of comfort like myself, to read Mrs. 

Linton’s views on the subject of the highly 

polished floor, slippery to a murderous de- 

gree, and embellished at intervals with rugs 

which slip away from the unwary foot that 

is placed upon them, and necessitate care- 

ful practice before one dares to trust her 

weight upon them if she would avoid meas- 

uring her length upon the floor. Mrs. 

Linton is quite willing to concedz all that 

lovers of art is opposed to comfort can say 

as to the greater advantages of bare flocrs 

over carpets, and while granting that they 

are cleaner, healthier, and more airy than 

the stuffy and unwholesome carpet, she de- 

clares herself unhesitatingly in favor of a 

good thick Axminster which protecis the 

feet from cold, and the limbs from danger 

of falls. 

That cruel invention of modern times, 

the cosy corner which is usually the most 

uncomfortable spot in the house, as well as 

the most draughty is the object of her 

special aversion, while the sash curtain, 

and the Queen Anne window pane which 

breaks the landscape up into the fragments 

o! a chinese puzzle, come fn for a large 

share of her attention. What the carpet- 

less floor does for the feet and legs, says 

Mrs. Linton, the window protected by a 

few narrow strips of art muslin, does for 

the head and shoulders, one keeps a con- 

tinual ground stream flowing over the feet 

and the other a perpetual circulation of 

freezing air around the upper part of the 

body, and proves far more dangerous to 

health than all the carpets ever laid ona 

floor. O.d fashioned furniture with only 

its ugliness and lack of comfort to recom- 

mend it to the ert enthusiast, the long 

legged and casily tilted footstoel, the wall 

drapery of silk that soon fades, and acts as 

pocket for catching and holding more dust 

and microbes than any carpet could do, 

The shelves of china, often cracked, broken 

and hideous in color and design, which ere 

only taken down to be washed or dusted 

at the spring and autumn cleaning the 

petticoats of silk, muslin or crepe paper 

which drape flower pots and lamps, and 

the cravats of ribbon tied round the throat 

of jugs and pitchers, and the stains of 

glasses all receive their share of contem- 

ptuous attention from the trenchant pen 

of Mrs. Linton, who concludes her article 

with this bit of solid sense— 

«Wherever then we turn we find Art at 

loggerkeads with comfort. Comfort wants 

space here and warmth there. Art cuts up 

the nobler proportions of a fine room by 

screens and the like ani makes pictueres- 

que ‘‘cup-boardy houses” of Arctic tem- 

perature in winter and stifling for want of 

{ree circulation of air in summer. Comfort 

wants good heavy lumbering curtains, and 

Art gives light and easily drawn cotton 

wisps. Comfort wants useful furniture in 

its bedroom, and Art gives color and form 

instead of usefulness. Comfort wants 

windows wherz it can see the whole view 

uninterrupted ; Art chops up the space into 

small squares, or draws over the whole an 

art muslin curtain to drape the vulgarity 

of nature in Ler simplicity. Com- 

fort likes ‘a room to be as a box, 

well-lived and well upholstered. Art 

leaves the side open to the passage 

and free for all the cold wind of the outer 

air when ever the front door is opencd. 

Comfort wants a chair in which it can 

lounge, and art says loftily. “We have 

banishad the feather-bed from the drawing 

room,” wti'e employing only the hardest 

most unrestful and uncomfortable of sub- 

stitutes. Comfort likes its feet to fall on 

thick piled earp>ts which do not slip and 

which do koep out the cold, and art gives 

a parcel of flimsy rugs, which it maintains 

to be the rigit thing for our climate. For 

Art has odd ideas about climate and fit- 

ness, and thinks itself logical when it 

would transplant the conditions of the 

south and east into our northern dwellings,
 

and make the rooms which have to battle 

against morning sunshine amd oppressive 

heat, the models by which to ragulate those 

whose enemy is cold and where the desid. 

eratum is warmth.” It seems to me 

that these remarks apply with a 

singular sptness to the conditions of life 

in our own Canada as well asin England 

and that it it would be well if we laid some 

of them to heart when furnishing our 

houses, or having them remodelled. The 

rag strewn skating rink for a drawing room 

floor, and the sitting room which has the 

whole side removed in order to throw it 

open to the hall and make the entrance 

direct from the street to the family gather- 

ing place and allow a free circalation of 

cold air every time the hall door is opened 

just as it isin the poorer class of houses 

where space is an obj:ct and the entire 

mansion consists of four rooms, deserve 

special mention, and next comes the cheer- 

ful custom of taking off all the doors, and 

replacing them with bright colored but 

flimsy portieres which look very nice, but 

catch and hold a wotul amount of dust, and 

keep out very little cold. Of course if one 

is prepared to live in community, and never 

have a moment's privacy it is all very well, 

but there are times when one would be 

tempted to wish that the servant was not 

obliged to pass directly through the sitting 

room whenever she answers a ring at 

the front door, and also when it would 

would be a real luxury to be able to shut 

the door and have a more confidental chat 

than will ever be possible when there is 

only a curtain to protect one from inter- 

ruption and eavesdropping. In a country 

like curs where warmth is the chief consid- 

eration for nearly nine months of the year, 

it would seem as it good thick carpets that 

cover tha entirz floor, and keep it warm, 

heavy curtains and good solid dividing 

walls provided with solid doors, were a 

positive necessity under existing conditions 

and in spite of all the so-called art; but 

somehow, their claims to consideration 

seemed to be recogniz:d less and less, and 

[’should not be surprised if some bold dis- 

ciple of high art were to set the fashion of 

taking down a!l the partitions in a house 

and supplying their places with gracefully 

bung portieres, or «Moorish drapings.” 

Therefore Mrs. Linton's article is timely, 

and I have quoted it in the hope that Cana- 

dians who are inclined to place art first, 

and comfort afterwards, may perhaps do 
a 

little thinking on the subject, and conclude 

to give comfort at least a fsir show in the 

conflict between the two forces which seem 

to be as the veteran writer says, at logger- 

heads. Artistic comfort is an ideal state 

of affairs but where we cannot manage that 

happy combination let us at least have the 

comfort, and I am eure we shall not only 

live longer, but be much happier and bet- 

ter natured in the long run. 
——— 

Of course we must talk millinery just now 

or we shoull never feel it was really Laster 

week! Once upon a time it was Easter 

(ze, then a little later Easter cards, and 

now it is the Easter hat and bonnet that 

holds the floor to the exclusion of all other 

subjects. It really looks as if this wss go- 

ing to be the last year that the Laster bat 

would reign unless the church's great testi- 

val should come much earlier then it has 

ever done yet, because if the millinery 

openings keep on getting earlier and 

earlier in the season the spring hats and 

bonnets will be quite passe by Iiaster. I 

know lots of girls who were wearing their 

spring hats the last week in March this 

year, and I suppose we shall soon be fol- 

lowing the example set by American mull
 

iners and having our regular opeuings in 

February. 

To return to the Easter hat, however, 

its chief characteristic is color, o: rather 

colors, for it would seem as if the rainbow 

itselt could scarcely supply the variety of 

tints that the new hats and bonnets display 

Tha sample millivery that reached New 

York from Paris last month contained the 

wildest assortment of colors that ever 

reached these shores. With very few €x- 

ceptions the Paris hats and bonnets were 

composed of dazzling, blazing shades of 

scarlet, cardinal, red vivid rose, and still 

more vivid vermillion. Straw, ribbons, 

flounces, and feathers all partook of these 

starting tints and though thy we
re com- 
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bined with the artistic hand and eye that 

only a Parisian seems to possess, and in 

some cases were really lovely, they proved 

too startling for American taste, and in 

nearly every case the New York milliners 

were obliged to copy the French hats in 

more subdued colors, preserving as far as 

possible the incomparable style of the 

parisian hat but toning down the colors. 

The American woman is usually gifted with 

excellent taste in dress and a mere fact that 

a bonnet 1s the creation of a bigh-priced 

pirisian milliner, is not sufficient enduce- 

ment for ber to make herself conspicuous 

by wearing headgear that she well knows 

will excite smiles and comment whenever 

she appears in publc. 

The Rembrandt shapsis by far the 

prettiest and most becoming. its brim is 

frequently composed of violets, hyacinths, 

or ‘‘shattered roses” as they are called, 

merely crushed roses that look as if they 

had been torn apart and used piecemeal: 

the crown is of brightly sequined straw. 

The preference is decidedly for large 

flowers and the tiny forget- me-nots and dais- 

ies of last year are quite out ofstyle even the 

violets'come in an enormously magnificent 

siza. Roses are the favorite flowers, and 

they are shown in every possible and im- 

posible tint from a salaon pink speckled 

with green, such as never grew on living 

rote bush, to an equally impossible shade of 

green. In factitis a rose carnival this 

season, and to be in the fashion at all you 

must wear plenty of them. Don’t make 

the mistake of imaging that yoa must 

stick to one shade, or even color in your 

rotes, as you once did, such a proceeding 

would at once stamp you as behind the 

times, if not hopelessly countrifizd. You 

want a group of roses at one side of your 

hat showing as many colors as it you had 

jast gathered them haphazard in the gar- 

den, there will be a pale blush rose a vivid 

pink one two salmon colored, and one or 

two of a shade of magenta never seen on 

earth or sea, massed in clusters of foliage 

in half a doz2n shades of green, and then 

at the other side is a close bunch of green 

roses, shading from olive to palest nile 

green, or there may even be a black rose 

of enormous siz3 tipped with yellow. 

Green is another ot the favorite colors 

this spring, and the milliners are showin g 

numbers of hat and bonnet shapes in all 

shades of green straw and fancy braid an
d 

these are trimmed either in different tones 

ot green or with a choice selectionjof othe
r 

colors. Indeed so fashionable is green 

that tully eight out of every twelve Easte
r 

bonnets this year will be green, and the 

woman who can afford to pay a small for- 

tune for ter spring bonnet, and who ve
ry 

likely has done so, will appear at Easter i
n 

a creation that looks as if it might be 

bought for a v.ry few dollars consisting,
 as 

it does of a cluster of green leaves with 
a 

knot of fragile looking flowers that look 
as 

if a puff of wind would send them flyin
g in 

all directions, standing directly up in fro
nt. 

There is very little else to such a bonnet, 

but there is nothing insignificant about 

the price its wearer paid for it, if i} came 

from Parls. 

I saw one lovely picturc hat of bright 

red chiffon relieved with a very lit:le bla
gk 

and white, it was quite large, though large 

hats are rather the exceplion this season, 

and as it bad come straight from Paris, of 
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mental and bodily overstrain so common 

pa Ask your grocer or druggist for it, 

The great English Food for Brain, Blo
od, Bone and Muscle, 

ainable in Cinada, and whether take
n as a beverage 

or at “odd times,” it will relieve the 

to this high- 

course it was very chic indeed. Another 

imported bat of lilac fancy straw was trim- 

med entirely with nbbon of exactly the 

same shade and a few violets, and it was 

about as dainty and pretty a thing asl 

have seen this spring. It is really woader- 

ful how the violet seems to hold its own 

through all the vicissitudes of fashion! In 

spite ot the long reign the ‘‘modest violet” 

has enjoyed, no one seems to tire of it, and 

it is equally as a trimming for the grand- 

mother’s bonnet, and the debutante’s bat; 

it is the only flower this season that can be 

said to share the popularity of the rose, 

and “(ven when large flowers came in, so 

great a hold had it upon public favor that 

there was no prospect of displacing it, so 

the manufacturers were obliged to meet 

the exigencies of the case by enlarging the 

violet in order to conform to the fashion, 

and now it hasa firmer hold than ever. 
ASTRA. 

HOW THEY WERE MARRIED. 

He Forgot the Memorandum but They got 

Married O K, 

Years ago there lived in a Massachu- 

setts town a justice of the peace known as 

“Square” Simmonds, a man noted fer the 

shortness of his memory. He carried 

about with him a slip of paper on which 

was written the brief marriage form which 

he used when called upon to unite a pair in 

the bonds of matrimony. He never 

trusted himself to begin the ceremony | 

without reference to this document. 

Oae day, at a county fair in a neighbor- 

ing town, he was approached by an elderly 

couple, who expressed their wish to be 

married then and there. After some con- 

versation the ‘square’ agreed to perform 

the ceremony on the spot; and the three, 

accompanied by a grown up daughter, of 

theman and a sister of the prospective 

bride, stepped into a corvenient horse- 

shed. 

There the ‘square’ began a fruitless 

search for the important paper, grow'ng 

mor: and more perturbzd as each succeed- 

ing pocket played him false. At last he 

abandoned the s3arch. 
‘Are you willing to marry this woman ?’ 
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he asked tke man, who replied witha 
prompt Yes.’ 
_ ‘And you want to marry him ?’ asked the 
justice, turning to the bride. 

‘I do,’ said she, with a promptness equal 
to the bridegroom’s 

‘Then,’ said the ‘cquare ’ in his most im- 
pressive toe, ‘I hereby pronounce you 
married, according to the memorandum 

left at home iz my other trousers’ pocket.’ 

A Natural Name, 

‘Papa,’ inquired the editor's only som, 

‘what do you call your office ’ 
‘Well,’ was the reply, ‘the world calls an 

editorial office the sanctum sanctorum.’ 
‘Then I suppose,’ and the small boy was 

thoughtful for a mcment, ‘that mamma's 
offi ’e is a spankum spankorum, isn’t it ?— 
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