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IS AwROYAL MONSTER,

THE DOMAIN OF KING OBB AH I8 A
CENTRE OF FLAVRY.
i

Slavery is a Formlidable Part of the Soc'al
Fabric of This Afvican Kingdom—0Obbah
is the Most Atrocious of Monarchs—1he
Clty of Benin Dereribed.

If ir gland makes good its intentions to
punish King Obbah, of Benin, for the re-
cent massacre of an unarmed expedition,
the most atrocious of the Africun mon-
archs will get a taste of the misery he has
so generougly bestowed upon tens of thou-
sands of others. And that England will
do this there is little doubt, for in addilicn
to avenging the deaths of ber subjects, the
conquest of Benin will open vp a country
of immeasurable richness. Not only this,
but it will abolish one of the central points
of the slave traflic ot Africa, and go a long
way toward crushing cronibalism and
human sacrifica.

The domam of King Obbah forms the
central section of the notorious ‘Slave
Coast’ of the Gulf ot Guinea. This was a
favorite resort of the slave hunter, as far
back as a century ago. The ancestors of
the King helped the slavers, in exchange
for tr/fling baubles, and when the foreign
demand ceased, the traflic was continued
for native purposes, just as 1t had existed
before the advent of the toreign slavers.

Slavery is a formidable part ot the social
{abric of this African kingdom. It supplies
a currency system ; it does away with the
necd of jails or penitentiaries; it is an ex
chapgeable commedity for the riches of the
slave cities in Northern Atrica, and forms
a echeme fcr the disposition of captives
made in the party wars which are con-
tantly being waged.

King Obbah’s domain acjoins that of tke
late King of Dahomey, and rext to the la‘-
ter is the kingdem of Ashantee, whose
monarch, Prempeh, was summarily disposed
of in October last by the British. Adjoining
Benir, on the east, 18 thke demgain of the
King of Brass. This nest of kingdoms
forms a large part of the Niger Coast Pro-
tectorate, but owing to the cruelties and
exactions ot the different kings, the rich
country has been rencered next to uceless
for commercial purposes.

Of all these monarchs the King of Benin
is about the worst. Very few white men
have ever visited the city of Benin, located
some two hundred miles inland ircm the
coast. Fven the mistionaries have given
the city a wide berth although they have
penetrated to all parts of the kingdoms of
Ashantee, Dahomey and Brass. Captamn
H. L. Gallway, the British vice coneul of
that district, visited the place and conclud-
ed a treaty with King Adola, the predeces-
sor of Obbab.

Adola was reckoned to be a much moere
humane moanarch than Obbah, but some of
the things witnessed by Captain Galiway
seem to have reached the pinnacle of out-
rageous barbarism. He reached the city
at night, and the King coidially placed a
house of red clay with a thatched roof, at
his disposal. In the morning the first
thing he saw was the body of a crucified
woman who had been sacrificed some weeks
before, according to fetish rites, that the
rain might stop. Nearer bis house were
two bodies {rightfully mutilated, and fur-
ther away were the bodies cf two other
women who had been crucified.

When be examined his own bouse, he
found the walls were adorned with many
human skulls and bones, and there were
many bloodstains on the wall some of them
quite fresh, showing that the two rooms
had recently been the scene of some wild
slaughter.

The city ot Benin is quite extensive,
having twelve or fifteen bundred houses of
clay. What the population is can only be
conjectured, as the men are conscantly go-
ing on expeditions in the country. The
number of women and children in the city
is very great. Polygamy is extensively
practised. The tathers look upon the girl
children as so much property, or as so
much money. They were virtually slaves
from birth, and eventually many of them
are sold by the dealers in the slave marts
of Morocco.

[t is believed that the city of Benin con-
tains fabulous amounts of ivory. For
many generations the natives have been
compelled to give the reigning king a cer-

_+ain amount of ivory, and, as the surround-

ing counry is the richest in elephants of
any section of Africa, the accumulation of
tusks is figured to be immense.

When Capt. Gallway visited the King’s
palace he saw enough to convince him that
the ivory of the kingdom was worth millions.
The palace is surrounded by high walls of
clay, and in the enclosure were numbers o
shrines of crrved tusks, some ot them of
Each shrine was guarded

day and night by naked attendants. as the
average native is not above stealing from his
king, altbough he well know that detection
means death in a horrible form. King Obbah
has some pieces of smocth-bere cannon and

slave dealers have taught his soldiers how

to manage them. Some of his soldiers are
also armed with old style riflas, but the
tu'k of them are armed merely with nstive
weapons. Against the rapid-fire guns,
which the English will bring #gainst them,
they will te mowed duown hke grats

[nthe campaign against Prempeb, the
nglich won a bloodless victory by employ-
ing pyrotechnics at night. The fireworks
s ared the natives almost to death, and de-
populated the capital city ot Kumasi in
less th:n half an bour. King Obbah, how-
ever, bas had more experience in modern
warfare than the Ashantee King, and it is
to be expected that he will make a more
stubborn fight.

For two years he has waged a guerrilla
war against the Royal Niger Trading
Compeny, which meintains sta'ions for
many bundreds of miles along the River
Nigir. These wars bave been mainly
directed against the native employes of the
company, and the usands of them have been
killed or captured within the past two
years. Kuropesns bave teldom suffered
trom these depredaticne, and for that rea-
son no regular military expedition bas been
sent against him. Tbis bas evidently made
the king bold, as was shown by the recent
massacre of Englishmen.

To punish Kirg Obbah will not ne an
easy matter. To reach the city Benin
means a march of more than two bundred
miles through an slmost impenetrable
country, where the danger of falling into
an smbuscade will be great. To guard
pgainst this, rapid-firing guns will be em-
p oyed nearly every minute in the march of
many days. A number of thess guns will
be kept n the van of the invading torce.
and thousands of shots will be fired
through the thick brash, to clear it of lurk-
ing savages. In this way a fairly safe road
will be plowed through the country for the
English.

Among the Benin wa- riors,. cannibalism
isrife. Animal flesh is despised as coming
from dumb, inferior brutee, while human
fl:sh is regarded as the proper meat for
great soldiers. The bodies of enemi¢s kill-
in battle, even at great distance from the
city, are transported to Benin with much
labor {or the purpose of supplying tke pop-
ulation with an immense feast. The war-
ricrs eat first, then the male children are
fed, while the women and small children
receive the leavings.

During the brief ictervals of peace, when
there is a scarcity of war prisoners, slaves
are sacrificed to sppease the appetites of
the King and his leading warriors. The
execution ground in Denian 1s near the
King's palace.—Baltimore Americsn.

A VICTIM OF ASTHMA.

I'OR

NOT SLEPT IN BED
TWENTV-FIVE YEARS

HAD

S emed Duomed to Torture and Contint a'
Misery— Father, Grardiather and Great.
Grandfather Had Died from the Trouble—
Release Comesa in Old Age—The <Cure
Looked Upon as a Miracle,

Froni the Whitby Chronice.

For vyears stories of famjus cures
wrought by Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills have
sppeared in tke Chronicle. Daring this
time we have been casting about tor & local
case of such a nature as to leave no doubt
of the eflicicney ot these pills. We bave
found several, but in each case it proved
to | @ a sensitive body who cou'd rot bear
to have his or her name and dicease made
public. Recently, however, a most strik-
ing case came tc_our ears.

Mr. Solcmon Thomson lives on a beauti-
ful farm on the west shore ot Mud Like in
Carden towaship, North Victoria. He
has resided there for forty yeare, being the
first settler around the lake. He was receve
of Carden and Dalton towaships thirty-five
years ago, betore the countics of Peterboro
and Vietoria were separated, and he used
to attend the counties’ council at Pcterboro.
Mr. Thomson hss been a victim of asthma
for forty yeais or more. IHowever we will
let bim tell his own story on that bLead.

On October 15th, 1806, we took a trip
to Mud Lake to visit the baunts leng fami-
liar to us, and make it a duty and tound it
a pleasure to call upon Mrc. Thompscn and
learn from seeing him and hearing his ac-
count ot it how he had been cured. For
twenty five years we had known him as a
gasping, suffering asthmatic, the worst we
cver knew who managed to live at all. We
often wordered how he lived from day to
day. On calling he met us with a cheerful
aspect and without displaying a trace of his
old trouble. Being at oace ushered into his
bouse, we naturally mace it our first busi-
ness to ¢nquire it it were all true about the
benefits he bad rcceived from using Dr.
Wiil.ams’ Piok Pills. <*Beyond doubt,” said
he. *How long bave you used them, and
how many bexes have you used?’ he wes
atked. *1estarted a year ago, and took eight
boxes.” We next asked him it he felt tbatti e
cure was permanent. ‘‘Well”said he, I
have not taken any of the pills for three or
four montl &. Still I am not eatirely satis-
fied yet. You see my father, grandfather
and great grandfather died ot asthma. My
people all take it sooner or later and it al-
ways ends their davs. I have lost three
brothe-s from the fatal thing. Knowing
my family history it is hard for ms to gain
taith, but I can tell you for nearly thirty
years I never slept in bed until I took Pink

Pills. As you must have known, I always
slept sitting in the chair you now occuov.
I had a sling from that hook in the ceiling
and always sat with my head resting in it
while I slept. I now retire to my bed
when the other members of my tamily do.”

«How cold are you, Mr. Thompson?’
“Seventy six,” was the reply, ‘‘and’
I teel” younger than I did thirty

years ago, | was troubled a great deal with
theumatism and other miseries, probably
nervous troubles arising from want of sleep,
but rearly all the rheumatism is gone with
tha asthma.”

Dering the conversation Mrs, Thompsor,
a hale old lady, the modher of thir.een
children. came in and aiter listening to her
busband's recital of these matters, she took
up the theme. I never expected that
anything could cure Solomon,” said she.
“\Ve were always trving to find something
which woald give him reliet, so thst he
would be able to sleep nights, but nothing
ever seemed to make much difference. At
first he took one ot the pills after each
meal, but after & time ho iacreased the
dose to two. We noticed he w:s greatly
improved after taking two boxes and brgan
to have hopes. Later on when we séw be-
yond doubt that he wes much better I recom-
mweaded the pills to a niece of mine, Miss
Day, whose blood bad apparently turned
into water and who had run down in health
and spirits so bad that she did nct care to
live Wby, she got as yelow as eaffron,
and looked as if she would notlive a week.
You would hardly believe it,” said Mrs.
Thompson, ‘‘but that girl was the healthiest
and handscmest girl mn the neighborhood
Yefore three months had passed, and all
from taking Pink Pils.” Mrs. Thompson
was called from the room at this juzction to
attend to some household duties, and Mr.
Thompson resumed the tubject ot his mar-
velous cure. **You can have no idea,” said
he, *‘what it is to go through twenty-five
years without a g0 d nights sleep withoi t
pain. I can find no words to0 make
plain to you the cont-ast between the
comforts I now enjoy ard the awiul
lite I had for so long. 1 bad a big family
ot mouths to feed and bad to work when
at times I felt more like lyirg down to die.
I would come in at night completely tuck-
ered out buteven that was no guarantee
of rest. There was no rest for me. 1
seemed doomed to torture and continual
misery. When my folks urged ms to try
De. Williams® Pink Pills [ thought 1t
would be useless, but I had to do something
or die scon, and here I am as right as a
fiddle.” The old gentleman sbook his
head to add emphasis to bis last sentence,
and looked Like a man who felt joylul over
a renewed lease of life, with all his old
miseries removed.

Atter congratulating our old friend on
lis divorce from the heredifary destroyer
of bis kindred, we drove away. At many
places in the neighvorbood we opened dis-
cussions upon the case and found that all
regarded it asa mervellous cure. Where
the Thompson tamily ere known, no per-
gon would have believed tor a moment that
anything but death would relieve him from
the grip of astbma. Iivery word that is
written here can te verifizd by writing M.
Solomon Thompson, Dalrymgle post offi :e,
and an intimate acquaiotance ot twenty-five
years erables the writer to vouch for the
fa-ts narrated above.and for the veracity o1
Mr. Thempson in any statement Le may
make.

Dr. Willisms’ Pink Pills cure by going
to the root of the disease. They renew and
build up the blood, and strengthen the
nerves, thus driving disease from the sys-
tem. Avoid imitations by insisting that
every box you purchase is encloscd ina
wrapping bearing the fuli trade mark, Dr.
Williams’ Piok P:lis for pale people.

BROUGHT BACK T0 LiFE.

How the Editor Coxgr(-(sigd the Man’s Death
Notice in His Paper.

There was a time when certain editors
made it a rule never to retract any state-

ment that had appeared in their papers.
With them it was a favorite saying : ‘If you
bave said that a horse was sixteen feet
high when you meant to say that he was
sixteen hands high, stick to it that he 1is
sixteen feet high !’

This vicicus principle once resulted m a
very curious occurrence. A Chicago
paper one day announced that a certain
citizen was dead, and within twenty-tour
hours was visited by this citizen, who
denied that he was dead, and asked for a
correction.

‘Bat,” said the editor, ‘we never ccrrect
any statement we have made.’

*What am I going to do? asked the
man. *The impression that am dead burts
my business.’

“The public knows it my rely,’ answered
the editor, ‘cn the truth of any statement
in our piper.

‘But { tell you I am rot dead,’ the msn
insisted, ‘and I want to be considered
alive.’

“Well, it is a pretty hard caze.’the editor
admitted. ‘Look here! I'll tell you wrat
we'll do. We can't retract our former
statement, but we'll publith your name in
our lists of births I’

And so—as the story goes—the citizen
had the satistaction of being restored to
the walks of living human beings by seeing
bis name recorded as that of a person born
the day after he died.

S—

HE
6

-
&

\\» /'

NEEDS SOMETHING _# 4

]ohnston's' Fluid Beef will set him (9
right quickly.
Easily prepared—Readily digested

are soon felt.

Johnston’s Fluid Beef

.
.
.

—Tts strengthening and tonic effects C?

Strengthens.

that time to this.

!

AFESo0THINGS yrisrYING

Originated by an Old Family Fhysician in 18zo.
You can safely trust what time has indorsed for nearly a century.

There is not a medicine in use today which possesses the confidence of the public to so great
an extent as Johnson's Anodyne Liniment. For more than eighty vc:lr::ﬁ has stood u yon
its own intrinsic merit, while generation after generation have used it. The lw;i (.‘vid(‘nc,o of
its value is the fact that in the state where it originated the sale of it is steadily increasing.

Johnson's Anodyne [iniment

1. S. JounsoN. EsQ. My Dear Sir:—Fifty years ago this month, your father, Dr. Johnson
called at my store and left me some Johnson's Anodyne Liniment on'sale. 1 have sold it ever
since. I can most truly say that it has maintained its high standard and prmnlnrity from
JOHN B. RAND, North Wwaterford, Maine, Jan., 1891,

Positively cure Biliousnessand Sick Headache, liver
and bowel complaints,
from the blood.
using them. Price 26¢; five g1. Sold everywhere.

“Bost Liver Pill Made.”

Zarsons’ Pills

This certifies that Dr. A. Johnson, whose
name is signed to ewvery genuine bottle of
Johnson’s Anodyne Liniment, in the month of
Jan. 1840, first leftat my store some of the same
I have supplied my customers with it ever
since, (over fifty years) with increasing sales.

JAaBEZ KNOWLTON, Newburg, Maine,

Our Book “Trea tment for Diseases” Mailed Free,
All Druggists. 1. S, Johnson & Co., Boston, Mass,

t They expel all impurities
Delicate women find relief from

What are you wearing
On your feet this weather ?

o There is style in footwear as there is in hats. Each year the Granby
@ Rubbers and Overshoes are modelled to fit ali the fashionable shapes
They are thin so as to prevent clumsy appearance and @

)/8\9/8\0/a\

® of boots.
feeling and to make themso necessitates the use of the finest quality of
rubber. While Granby Rubbers and Overshoes are up to date in
® Style, Fit and Finish, they retain their old enduring quality.

Granby Rubbers wear tike iron.

{nring the past fonr vears.
have ever tried.
hoase.

E. C. SCOVIL

USE ONLY

Pelee Island Wine Co's Wines.

- | | THEY ARE PURE JUICE
BRANDS. l Z’&L'r A;UGGSTINB. (Registered), )l or THE ERAPE
ARET, ¥

MARCH 15TH, 1863.

E. 6. SCOVIL, AaeNT PeLES [SLAND GRAPE JUICE, ST. JOHN, N. B

DxAR SiR,—My family have received great benefits from the use ot the PELEE ISLAND GBAPE JUIOS

It ie the best tonic and sedative for debility, nervousness and wesak lungs you

It 1s much cheaper and pleasanter than medicine. I would not be without it in the
Yours, JAMES H. DAY, Day's Landing, Eings Co.

82 Union Street, St. Jobhn

Tea and Wine Merchant, -
for Maritime FProvinces

Telephone 532, Hole Agent

I not,

Merry Sleigh Bells

HAVE YOU GOT A NICE SLEIGH?

FAMILY GLADSTONE

Neatest and Handsomest Turnout made.

just look at this

And then on this SINGLE SLEIGH—just the thing for

comfort and for fast driving. Strong and Durable,

For prices and all informat'on apply to

JoHN EDGECOMBE & SONS,

¥F'redericton. N. B.




