
(, 

PROGRESS, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1897, 

ENE AE AEE XE NEE DEC EE SECEDE NE DEL. 

Woman an 

Her Work 
JC IC IC IIT) ICICI IL IL, 

I believe I sm suffering for what a phy- 
sician would diagnose as ‘‘determination of 

Christmas presents to the brain.” I have 

been reading the subject up, and jotting it 
down; 1 have been racking what little 

brains nature has endowed me with, to 
think up new ideas on the time worn sub- 
ject, and then I have been trying to put 
those ideas in pratice and satisfy myselt 
that if those distracting directions are 
faithtully and intelligently carried out the 
result will be scmething like the alluring 
pictures of the finished article which em- 
bellish the pages of to many ‘‘Women's 
Departments.” Besides that, it is only nat- 
ural that I should hive a few presents of 
my own to select, and think about; so the 

subject has been before me constantly of 

late, and it is little wonder that I should be 
inclined to harp upon the one theme, which 

hes at least the merit of being seasonable, 

to recommend it. 

I don’t know whether it is that the ap- 
proach of the festive searon makes so many 
slightly light headed, or whether the human 
race is naturally lacking in judgement 
where the selection of presents 1s concern- 

ed; but this I am sure of, that the most 

steady going and sensible of people whose 
minds are provertially well balanced on all 

other points, wake curious blunders in thir 
choice of gifts. Every Christmas when I 

am strolling through the shops in search of 
Christmss novelties and interes'ing copy, 
I am struck afresh with the collection of 
reprehersible nightmares that are exposed 
for sale under the delusive title of holiday 
gifts. Somebody must buy these things 

or they would never be cffered for sale 
neither would they be manufactured; and 

that they are not intended for the 
poorer and presumably ignorant classes is 

evidenced by tha price, which is frequently 

quite out of the reach of people in mode- 
rate circumstances. I can solemnly aver 

that I have seen complicated abominations 

in the shape ot dressing cases and manicure 

sets, marked at the modest price of twenty 

dollars, which I would have found it hard 

to say ‘thank you” for, with any sem- 

blance of sincerity. And coming down to 

the commoner articles, the collection of 

bideousities is even more noticeabls. There 

always seems to be an especial run on 

napkin rings, match safes, and boxes of 

every description, and when the manu- 

facturer can think of nothing else to give 

expression to his lack of taste, be always 

falls back on the time honored and long 

suffering paper weight, and brings out some 

fresh atrocity in that line. 

I think I have seen more horrors in the 

shape of paper weights than in any other 

article of bigotry and virtue ever manu- 

tactured, though the inkstand makes a 

good tecond. The dogs harnessed to 

sledges, and the monkeys carrying fishing 

creels strapped to their backs, form an 

endless procession with the rabbits labori- 

ously trundling wheel barrows, and the 

dissipated looking cats wearing battered 

hats, and staggering under the weight of 

disproportionately huge hods of mortar 
which they are endeavoring to carry up 
very fragile lcoking ladders to no where in 
particular. 
Then the boxes! The array of utterly 

useless,and far from ornamental inventions 
dignified with different names such as work 

boxes, handkerchief, cuff, etc, that 
burden the counters of the fancy 

shops, and which the proprietor 

must expect to sell. Surely it is the fault 

of the public that such monstrosities are 

offered for sale, and it we exercised a 

little more taste and judgment in the pur- 

chase of the gifts we intend for our friends, 

the grinning monkeys, the imporsible rab- 

bits, and the scent bottles bursting from 

the heart of china, or metal roses, would 

soon disappear. If we would only bring 

the philosophic golden rule to bear upon 

our Christmas shopping what a good thing 

it would be ! Then we should no longer 

purchase a bisque dog sitting up on his 

hind legs, and holding a hat nearly as large 

as himaelf in his mouth, and gravely serd 

it to Aunt Susan, because we know she 

will expect something, and this is showy 

for the money. Neither will we force por 

Uncle Jobn to be a hypocrite by trying 

to seem grateful for a fifty cent inkstand 

supported on four herses Eoots, looking 

like a S1ant spider, and so hard to open, 

that the game seems scarcely worth the 

powder, especially as it will not hold 

enough ink to fill a large pen halt a dozen 

times. 

It would be so easy to buy something 

we should like to have ourselves, and Aunt 

Susan might just as well have had the delft 

rose jar, or the pretty, simply framed 

etching which cost almost the same and 

would have given her such real pleasure. 

A pair of driving gloves, or if they were 

too expensive two or three pretty ties, or 

handkerchiefs, would have been sure to be 

useful, and Uncle John could have 

thanked you with a clear conecience. 

I believe it takes a child to make a really 

honest and unselfish present, and I shall 

never forget being at a bazzir once and 

meeting a friend carefully carrying a gaud- 
ily painted toy representing an interior 

view of a dolls kitchen. It was made of 
wood, and besides every variety of kitchen 

utensils it contained two gorgeous ladies 

painted blue and green respectively, and a 
whole array of painted join's and pro- 

vitione, which the ladies were engaged in 
preparing for the table. My friend held it 
up with a peculiarly tender but humorous 

smile, and said: “This is what Elie is 
taking home to her grandmother ; she had 
ten cents of her own to spend, and laid out 

five tor this; so 1 am taking care of it for 
her till we get home.” Edie was not quite 

four years old and she had expended one 
half of her entire fortune in buying for her 
especial friend, her grandmother—ithe 

thing which to her was the most beautiful 

in the whole bazzir. Bless her generous 

little heart ste knew how to do as she 

would be done by, and I know grandma 

appreciated the gift too, for it stands on 
the mantel of her own room to this day. 

I really believe that many of the mis. 

takes made by good, unselfish people in 

giving presents come from a too careful, 
though well meant consiceration of the 
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SAVE MONEY 
by going straight to the 
Largest Firm of Cos- 
tumiets in the World, 
John Noble, Ltd., who 
employ 1,500 well paid 
assistants, and whose 

value than is obtain- 
able elsewhere, 

COSTUMES s 
Worn Throughout the World. 

Three GOLD MEDALS Awarded 

[ e ] (@ PO) Canadians who like to dress nicely look 
WT“ to John Noble Ltd. for their pretty and 

LL a>. durable wearing ARPares. John Noble's 
s /NY¥ many customers in Canada are so de- 

aN F774 lighted with the goods supplied them, 
= and the meney they sav: (after paying 

7] > duty and carriage) b. dealing direct 
{ with the greatest firm of Costume 

lady who has once patronised 
this firm would for a moment 
dream of getting her Costumes 
elsewhere. They are exquisite A 
creations and models of ease and 7 

comfort. ; 
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sirtalone, 81.0 

A we ma ostium No Sin [9 go 

Z 2 st Price only £ 
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7 oh tag of 
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Z 7 [ “GNJOHN VOBLE WKNOCKABOUT FROCKS for GIRLS, 
7 Ideal sehool, H ne or iloliday garments. Strongly made 

7 Z ON! 105 N y t Py ton full sieeves and pocket. Sizes and 
BENS TER ) Prices | ins He 24 ins. Ise. each. Postage 28¢.. and on 

Z y “AELICN sizes Sit ins. dheents. Sizes are taken frem top of neck- 
2 ie — 1 band to edge of skirt in front Warm wool cap (as sketch, 

- Ss ios] 1 24 cent 

of the two good durah’e cloths in which these Costumes are supplied :— 
i. — Jolin Nob! 1ieviot Serges weighty and weather - resisting. 
il.—-John Noble Costume Coating, smooth-surfaced and lighter in 

weight, SENT POST PAID with Illustrated Pook of European Fasbions, to all who write 
naming this newspaper. Ladies who cannot wait for Palterns, can order straicht away with the 
certainty of receiving satisfaction 3 
COLOUR of all Costumes: Block Navy. Drown, Sage Green, Ruby, Myrtle, Electric-Blue 
Arh Fawn, Purple and Grey. STOCKED SIZES re 74, 30. 38 ins. round bust (under 

arms). Skirts being 38 40, 42 ins. | mg in front. Larger or special sizes made to measure for 4oc. ex. 
ce Wn a ! 

DRESS WELL AND I'he best way to remit is by Money Order Kindly BE AT EASE 

name this newspaper when ordering (rom | concerning the just 
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JOHN NUBLE, LTD., Noble, Ltd., who have 1,000,000 

long experience and regular customers. 
vast resources ‘enable me STREET MAN CHESTER ORDERS for any 
them to give far better ’ class of goods exe- 
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PX should have among her assortment of footwear YAN 

\) ~~ a pair of good heavy solid laced boots for fall ANP 

as ou snd winter wear, We have a number of these =) 
OF = Ds 
2 == lines now in stock at $1.75, and $2.00 per pair.— ~ 

oS They are warm and comfortable for this time 22) 
Ve a of year.— Worth while trying a pair. = (7 
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recipients tastes, and alas, occupations! 

“I must try to give her something appro- 

priate” we say, and then we give the girl 

who teaches music a case for carrying a 

roll of music around in, which 

she does not want, and when a 

silver chain bracelet, or the tiniest 

of friendship rings would have filled her 

soul with joy. I know how good my 

friends are to me in this respect, and how 

often I wisk they would consider the ap- 

propriatness of there gifts less, andgive 

me scm3thiog they would like themselves. 

Sometimes when I look at the array of 

editions de luxe, of my implements of 

daily warfare, in the shape of paper ard 

envelope holders, silver blotters, gold 

pens and pen trays, and ink stands, that 

bave been bestowed on m2 from time to 

time, 1 ‘eel truly grat fai to the donors bit 

I cannot help wishing they had given me 

instead, the simplest of d'oyleys, or tke 

most modes: of piccushions. , But bless 

their hearts, how could they be expected 

to know jast how one’s soul sickens at the 

very sight of anything connected with one’s 

tyrants, the pen and the ink pot, or! how 

pleasant it seems to be the woman who 

works for her daily bread to possess a pin- 

cushion that somebody else made, and 

with which shs bas not been acquainted 

trom the tims it was nothing but a mass of 

materials in the rough. 
“Let us then, oh my trtends,” as Mr. 

Chadband said, endeavour in future to give 
our friends a present they would really en- 

joy instead of something we think , they 

ought to have. 

Who will believe me when I say that the 
very latest skirt model measures just two 

and a half yards round ? It sounds in- 
credible I know, coming so soon after the 
limit bas been placed at four and a halt 
yards, but I really think my information is 
authentic, and that the day is not far dis- 
tant, what with tight sleeves and sheath 
skirts, when we shall only require to make 
an estimate of the dressmiker’s probable 
charges in selecting so insignificant an 
it>m of expenditure, that we scarcely need 

consider it at all. But of course that is in 

the future, and at present the skirts are of 
very ample dimensions, and much more 

comfortable to walk in, than if they were 

narrower. 
Fur seems to be the accepted trimming 

this winter, and it is not considered out of 
place on any material, no matter how light 

and flimsy it may be, even an evening 

bodice of white lace and chiffon, having re- 
cently made its appearance trimmed with 
bands of chinchilla fur. In spite of all 
that can be said to the contrary, such a 

combination is decidedly out of place, and 
no matter bow skilltully the combination 

was effected, it could not have been har- 
monious, however striking the effact might 

be. Fur was very fashionable last year, 
but this season it seems indispensable, and 
the woman who does not possess a fur gar- 
ment of some kind, or at least a fur trim- 

med one, is a conspicious exception. 
Capcs, coats and hats are trimmed with 
fur, and no matter how rich and keavy, or 
how gauzy and sheer the fabric may be, on 
goes the fur trimming. Sable, fox, cbin- 
chilla, persian lamb and broad-tail are the 

m>)st popular trimming furs, the latter 

being often applied in wide bands 
cut out in some pointed design on each 
edge and outlined with a fine silk cord, or 

braid. Two bands of this description fully 
seven inches wide from point to point, ar- 
ranged around the hips pointing down in 
frent, apron fashion, form a very stylish 
trimming for a gown of green cloth. It is 

scarcely necessary to say that an ordinary 
fur like persian lamb, or even mink would 

be utterly impracticable, for such a trim- 
ming, but the broadtail is so thin and pli- 

able, that it can be used almost as a sub- 
stitute for velvet and silk, entire blouse 

waists being sometimes made of it. In 

fact you can almost cover your winter gown 
with fur, if you feel so inclined, the quant- 
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The Patent Felt Mattress, $15.00 
is equal to the best $40.00 Hair Mattress in cleanliness 
durability and comfort, The best homes and thou. 
sands of institutions in the United States have adopted 
the felt mattress in preference to hair on account of it 
being more sanitary, verminproof, more durable as it 
neverlosesits shape, packs, or gets fumpy ; and cheaper, 

If you wish to try one write us the exact size 
of your bed (inside measure), and the name of 
your furniture dealer; and the mattress will be 
delivered at your door free of transportation 
charge and if not satisfactory in every respect 
at the end of thirty days free trial, we shall 

; refund your money, 

References: The Merchants’ Bank of Halifax 

or any wholesale Dry Goods House in Canada. 

THE ALASKA FEATHER & DOWN COMPANY, Limited, 290 Guy St., Montreal, Que. 

Samples at Mr. W. A. Cookson’s St. John. 

by the length of your purse, fashion per- 
mitting just as much, or as little as you 
like. If bands on the skirt add too much 

to the expense, an edge of tur around the 

high collar, down the fronts, and around 
the dresses will ‘answer all purpores, and 
amply conform to Dame Fashion's behests. 
Revers covered with broadtail or chinchilla 

o'nament the fronts of some of the new 
gowns, which have no tur aaywhere else, 

end high collars made of fur, and lired 

with satin acd lace, are a feature of scme 
cloth and velvet dresses, with perhaps nar- 

row bands down each side of the front. 

One or twc narrow bands of persian lamb 

set on around, or up and down each side 
of the front, trim some of the rewest cloth 

skirts, and sable is considered especially 

good style on tan, mauve or green cloth. 
Chinchilla is the fashionable [trimming tor 
balf mourning dresses and on a Russian 
blouse of black velvet, it forms an ideal fin 
ish. Black fur, is greatly used on coats 
and gowns, and white fox is equally popu- 
lar as a trimming for light and airy theatre 
wraps, and opera cloaks. 

The variety in fur garments this reason 
is something surprising! Once upon a 
time, and noc so long ago either, there was 

ye. ro. . A \ 

one prevailing fashion in furs, and we a'l 

wore long thick boas, or short comfortable 

shoulder capes, as fashion dictated, but 

the day for one universal style in furs, 
secms to have departed.land we have an 
immense variety to choose from. Many of 

the fur garments are destitute of any excuse 
for existence, except from 'an "ornamental 

point of view, as it would be impossible to | 
extract any comfort or warmth from them, 
but others again really do give a little 
warmth to the wearer, at least around the | 

reck, while a few sensibly designed capes 

and boas, really afford some protection 

from tke cold. Tails without number, or 
limit, adorn most of the {boas and collars, 
and the round boa of fox with the real head 

at one end, and a collection of tails which 

would have seriously embarrassed the own- 
er during his life time, at the other, is one 

of the most popular styles of neckwear 
shaped boas with collars that can be turn- 
ed up or down, boas with bows of satin 
r.bbon s¢t in at intervals for the entire 
length, and boas with a lace trimming, are 

amongst the novelties, but the most elegant 
of all the new wraps, is the pelerine cape 
with long stole ‘ends. Some of these are 

bordered all around with a fringe of little 

tails, even the long ends being decorated 
on both edges with them. Another novelty 
is the mink cape with rufll:s of the tur so 
placed that the dark stripe rounds around, 

THE LIQUOR HABIT— 
ALCOHOLISM. 

I guarantee to every victim ef the 

liquor habit, no matter how bad the case, 
that when my new vegetable medicine is 
taken as directed, all desire for liquor is 
removed within three days, acd a per- 
manent cure effected in three weeks, 
failing which I will make no charge. 
The medicine is taken privately, and 
without interfering with business duties. 
Immediate results—normal appetite, sleep 

and clear brain, and health improved in 
every way. Indisputable testimony sent 
sealed : I invite strict investigation. 

A. Hutton Dixon, 

ity you use being almost entirely regulated | No. 40 Park Avenue, Montreal, Que 

A CLEAR COMPLEXION 
The Outward 

Sign of 
=, Inward Health. 

¥ B "Lovely 
4 a Faces, 

Ji) Beautiful Necks, fe Te 
AOLWRLLrD 

DR. CAMPBELL'’S 

Safe Arsenic Complexion Wafers 

MEDICATED ARSENIC COMPLEXION SOAP 
Will give You All These, 

If you are annoyed with Pimples, Biackheads, 
Freckles, Blotches, Moth, Fiesh Worms, E-czem23 
or anv blemish on the skin, get a box of DR. 
CAMPBELL’'S WAFERS and a cake of FOULD’S 
MEDICATED ARSENIC »OAP, the only genu- 
ine beautifiers in the world. 

Wafers by mail 50c. and €1 per box. Six 
large boxes 85, Fould’s Arsenic Soap, 500 
Address all mail orders to 

H. B. FOULD, Sole Proprietor, 
144 Yonge S:reet, Toronto, Ont, 

Sold by all druggists in St. John. 

The Canadian Drug Co.. Wholesale Agents 

White Arms and Hands. 

of course this model is decidedly expensive 
which is one season of ity popularity, 
amongst those who can afford it. 

ASTRA. 

Neighborly Courtegies. 

Smith—¢I don’t like to make any com- 
plaint to a neighbor, Mr. Jones, but your 
dog kept up a terrible barking about all 
night.” Jones—'Oh, that’s all right ; he’s 
u‘ed to it; won't hurt him a bit. Kind of 
you to mention i", however.’ 

A Pseudonym 

A lady who wanted a servant so badly 
that she took one without a recommen- 
dation, or even an introduction’ happened 
one day to look into a book which belong- 
ed to the girl, and immedistely thereafter 
went to her with some uneasiness express- 
ed in her face. 

'Is this your book, Susie?’ sha asked. 
'Yes'm.’ 
"How is this, then? When you came 

you told me your name was Susie Stokes, 
but here in this book is the name ‘Bridget 
Lafferty.” ’ 

It's all right, ma'am,’ said the girl. 
"That’s me nondy-plume!’ 

Mrs. S. James, Seaforth, suffered for 
vears with what is called old people's rash. 
She was treated by many physicians with- 
out any result. Mr. Fear, the local drug- 
gist, recommended by Dr Chase's Oint- 
ment, which relieved the irritation at once 
and speedily effected a permanent cure of 
the skin eruption. Mrs. Jams also says 
Dr. Obase’s Ointment cured her of Itching 
Piles which she bad been troubled with for 
years. 

Unknown, 

Mr. F. Litchfield, a well-knowa art 
dealer, exhibited some panels of old tap- 
estry at the Manchester Jubilee Exhibut- 
ion, says Household Words. Wanting 
one of the panels returned for some ses- 
son, he telegraphed: ‘Please send panel 
eight by ten— Venus and Adonis—Litch- 
field.’ 
The department head of the exhibition 

was away, and his clerk returned the mes- 
sage to the past-ooffice as ‘Not uader- 
standable,” The post-office people struck 
with a bright idea, then transmitted ths 
telegram to the city of Litchfield, and re- 
ceived the following reply : 
‘No such firm as Venus &Adonis known 

here. Try Manchester.’ 
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