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The student of literature to whom great
libraries are inacc:ssible, will find in the
work now in course of publication by the
Harper's Weekly Club, an icd’spensible
vade mecum. These thirty elogant
volumes—ten of which we have received—
abounding in illustrations, and most
. attractively printed, embrace the vast
circle of the world’s literature, the esrliest
of time, and con‘emporaries of eminence,
as well. The work is superintended by
that vecteran of taste, Charles Dadley
Warner, assisted by a competent body of
assistants, in this country and Europ2, and
each author is dealt with by an cxpert
koown to b2 familiar and in sympatby with
his subjcct. Hamilton W. Mabie, clotely
associited with Mr. Warner, makes assur-
ance doubly sure that the work will b3 ia
highest sense a work of grace and art, as
well as of lit:rary justice, in scope and
comprehensiveness a marvel. *‘It may be
said,” rtates one who has given these
volumes most care'ul consideration, “‘that
no depariment or item of literature merit-
ing a place in such a work has bzen allow-
el to escape. Indeed the motto constant-
ly before Mr. Warner and his'learned and
accomplished assistants as they worked
seems to have bzen ‘Thorough ! Thorozgh !
And ay ‘Toorough,’ when d:votedly kept
in mind will bring any worldly enter-
prise to perfect accomplistment, it
has not withheld its wonted virtue
here. The library is, in fact, all that
the most exacting critic could demand
in one of its kind. We say ‘of its kind,’
but this is hardly a proper phrase, because
it stands alone ; it is unique. Tkere is no
other. A work of such magnitule and
costliness in its execution is not likely to
be done again, once itis well done; ard
that it is done well now, no one of judg-
ment in such matters will question. Among
names prominept in the work for author-
ship in biogrephy and criticism, are those
of Andrew Lang, Richard Henry Stoddard,
Dr. Lyman Abbot, Hon. Leslie Stephen,
Dr. Andrew D. White, Charles Eliot Nor-
ton, Henry James, F. I. Godkin, Robert
Sharp, Pref. Mchaffy, and Dean Farrar.

¥ » *

In the sixth volume of this great work
we find a biographical sketch and critical
analye:is of Bliss Carman, by Charles G. D.
Roberts, together with a portrait of that
author, and characteristic selections from
his books, such as ¢ Hack and Hew,” ‘At
The Granite Gate,” ‘A Sea Ckild.” Omit-
ting the biographal paragraph, we give
Boberts e:timate of Carman :

“‘In that outburst of intellectual energy
which has of late won for Canadi a mea-
sure of recognition in the world of letters.
Mr. Carman’s work bas played a large
part. The chiracteristics of the (anadian
school may perhaps lie defined as a cer-
tain semi Sufisti> Worship of nature, com-
bined with freshness of vision and keeness
to interpret the significance of the external
world. Thete characteristics find intense
expression in Mr. Carman’s poems. And
they find expression in an utterance so new
rind so distinctive that its influencze is al-
ready active in the verse of his contem-
poraries.

“There aie two terms which preemin-
ently apply to Mr. Carman. These are
Lyrist and Symbolist. His note is always
the lyric note. Tne ‘lyric cry’ thrills all
his cadences. If it be true that poetry is
the i1bythmical expression in words of
thought fused in emotion, then in his work
we are impressed by the completeness of
the fusion. Every phrase is filled with
lyric passion. At its best the result is a
pcem which not only haunts the ear with
its harmonies but at the same time makes
appeal to th2 heart and intellect. When
the result is less successful it seams some-
times as if the thought were too much
diluted with words,— as it, in fact, verbal
music and verbal coloring were allow-
ed to take the place of the legiti-
mate thought process. lven in such
cates, the verse, however nebulsus
in meaning, is rarely without some subtlety
of technique, some charm of diction to jus-
tify its existence. Du! there are poemsy of
Mr. Carman’s wherein what seems at first
to be the obscurity of an over-attenuated
thought is really an attempt to express
thought in terms of pure music or pure
color. Ina curious and beautiful poem
called ‘Beyond the Gamut’ he elaborates a
theory of the oneness ard interchangeability
of form, sound, and color.

“In the matter ot conception and inter-
pretation Mr. Carman is a symbolist. This
word is not used here in any restricted
sense, and must be divorced from all asso-
ciation with the shibboleths of warring
schools. The true symbolist—and all the
supreme artists of the world have been in

this sense symbolists—recogniz2s that there
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are truths too vast and too subtle to endure
definition in scientific phrase. The elude
set words, as a fairt star, at the coming on
of evening, eludes the eye which sheks for
it directly, while unveiling itself to a side
glance. Mr. Carman conveys to us, by the
suggestion of thrilling color or inimitable
phrase, perceptions and emotions which a
more strictly defined motion could never
capture.

“In Subject matter Mr. Carman is simple
and elemental. He looks at his themes
curiously, often witimsically but the themes
are those of universal and eternal import—
life, love, and death, the broad aspects of
the outer world, ‘the deep heart of man,’
and the spirit that informs them all. His
song is sometimes in a minor key, plangent
and piercing; sometimes in a large and
virile major,—as for instance, when he
sings the ‘War-song of Gamelbar.” To
his gilts of imagination, insight, and lyric
pastion he addsa fine humor, the outflow-
ing of a broad and tolerant humanity. This
is well exemplified in ‘Resignation,’ and ‘A
More Ancient Mariner.” Iis chief defects
beside the occasional obscurity already re-
ferred to, are a tendency to looseness of
structure in his longer poems, and once in
a while, as in parts of ‘The Silent Lodger,’
a Browningesque lapse into bhardness and
baldness when the effect aimed at is col-
loquial simplicity.”

* * *

Massey’s Magezine has lately been ab-
sorbed by The Canadian Magazine, which
bas now been long enough in existence to
give hope of permanence and security to a
periodical which should certainly maintain
an existence in Canada. With an addition
to its subscription list and the countenance
of our beet literateurs, it should prosper,
as we earnestly desire to see it. A recent
issue contains a poem on the Queen’s Jubi-
lee, by Francis Sherman, which is among
tke toremost, as to artistic quality. It is
entitled ‘‘A word From Carada” A few
characteristic stanzas:

““Lest it be said,
One sits at ease
Westward, beyond the outer seas,
Who thanks me not that my decrees
Fall light as love, nor bends her knees
To make 2ne prayer
That peace my latter days may find,
Lest all these bitter things be said
And we be counted as one dead,
Alone and unaccredited,
I give this message to the wind :
“‘S8ecure.in thy security,
Though children, not unwise are we;
And filled with unplumbed love for thee,—
Call thou but once, if thou wouldst see !
Where the grey bergs

Come down from Labrador, and where

The long Pacific rollers break

Against the pines, for thy word’s sake
Each listenth,~alive, awake,

And with thy strength made strong to dare.

And though our love is strong as spring,
Sweet is it, too,~as sweet a thing
As when the first swamp-robins sing
Unto the dawn their welcoming,

Yea and more sweet.
Than the clean savour of the reeds
Where yesterday the June floods were,—
Than perfumed piles of new-cut fir
That greet the forest worshipper
Who follow where the wool-road leads.

A » .

In my dumb country’s stead,
I come to thee,unheralded,
Praying that Time’s peaca may be shed
IUpon thine high,anointed head.
~One with the wheat,

The mountain pine, the prairie trail,

The lakes, the thronging ships thereon*

The valley of the blue St. John,

New France—her lilies,—~not alone,
Empress, I bid thee, Ha1l !

Our Iiterary correspondent and friend,
Hon. Charles H. Collins—familiar to read-
ers cf this department of ProGREsS, has
recently arrived at his home, Hillsboro,
Obio, after a tour extending over several
weeke, through California and other Wes-
tern States. 12 writes: ‘I had a delight-
ful itinerary. If i's story were repeated,
it would be going over the same
ground so often written up in the
magezines. The story of California—

i's scenery and climate —its boundless
fertility — its snow-clad mourtains and

glassy lakes — its glorious coast inden-
ted with bsys—and the feeling it impresses
on all—is well known. I will write not a
line or syllable for ths press; but hope to
tell you of some episodes out of the com-
mon routine of tourists when I get time:
Somethirg about Old Monterey, the
ancient capital, about which Dana wrote in
his Two years before the *‘Mast;’ about
Pacific Grove, and the wonderful 17 mile
drive ; about the great Hotel D2l Monte;
about Santa Cruz, San Jose, Santa Rosa,

Los Gatos, The Lick Observatory ; the Big
Trees, near Santa Cruz; about tke [reland
Stanford University, about great Palo Alto
Stock Farm. Hopeto tell you ofa ten days
sojournmn San Francisco, and of Oak-
land, Salameda, Berkley, and the ascent
of Mt. Tamelpsis; of Scaramento, and
Sutters old Fort; of our visit to Lake
Tahoe and the Donner Lake ; Pacific Con-
gress Springs, Alumn Rock Canon—Old
Missions at Montercy. ete.,” Mr. Collins
was in San Francisco during the great
christian endeavor convention, and saw

many delegates from our eastern borders.
* * *

We copy the tollowiag lyric from tke
Montreal ‘“Metropolitan.” It is from the
pen of Jobhn MacFearlane (John Arbory)
of that city, and appeared originally in
The Scottish Am rican:

When the Heather Scents the Alr,

Canadian woods are bonny,

And Canadian waters blue,
When the simmer girts the maple,
And the clover drains the dew ;

But a longin’ comes al mornin’
And at e’en the heart is sair,

For the hills of bonny Scotland,
When the heather scents the air !

Oh ! the hills sae broon an’ bonny,
When the heather scents the air.

8t. Lawrence rolls in grandeur,
And Ottawa's dark tide
'Twixt banks o’ bloom an’ verdure,
Sweeps onward sunoy wide;
But a something here is wantin,
And a licht that's gane is there—
By the Clyde, the Tweed, the Annan,
When the heather scents the air !

Oh! hame’s my heart in Scotl ind,
When the heather scents the air !
* * *

The Montreal Witness for August 7th,
gives, in answer to the inquiry of a cor-
respondent, a formidable list of Canadian
poets, and the list is not by any moeans a
complete one. It also suggests where the
books of these poets may be found —

i. e. purchased.
* * *

The venerable John Ruskin lives quietly
in his retired Brantwood home, seeing no
visitors save a few intimate friends, who
rarely come. His work is about done, and
he awaits the messenger. His white hair
and long beard, rather than other features,

show his advanced age.
* % *

Such a ttatue as that of St. Gaudens,
recently unveiled at Chicago, is 8 monu-
ment indeed. The equestrian statue of
Logan, now overlooking the lake deeerves
recognition of future generations, as an
enduring and msjestic work of art. The
hero is seen in the hour of triumph and in
an act and attidudo cof enthusiastic valor.
Mouements of this description are now
being multiplied. A new equestrian
statue of Bolivar is about ready for its
pesition in Central Park,—the pedes'al
now occupied by the eflizy of el liberador.
It is valued at $25,000, and is the gift of

American people.
* * *

An appeal hay by her sister Mrs.
Isabe'la Beecher Hooker, been made to
the public, for the purchase by subscrip-
tion of ths late residence of Harriet
Beecher Stowe, at Hartford, in which Mrs.
Stowe's two unmarried daughters have
lived for many years. Itis to be hoped
that Mrs. Hocker's pious effort will be
successful. Pastor Fenix,

OFPENING3 FOR WOMEN.

More or Less Untried Filelds That Ofter a
Chance a Livellhood.

‘There ars some very good openings for
women workers in New York, some in
fields, so far as I can learn, totally un-
tried,” said th2 head of the employment
bureau of the New York Womo2n's Ex-
change in reply to a question. For in-
stance, there is no such placein New York
as a ‘bachelors’ mending bureau.” Whit
man is there who would not willing'y pay
a reasonable sum to be assured that his
girments were always in perfect order ?

‘Another opening is in the male or fe-
male seminaries and colleges. A good liv-
ing is to be made by enterprising women
who will open lunch rooms. I once knew a
woman who tried it and thrived. Her plan
was to make a lunch composed of two
sandwiches, a pickle, fruit, and a slice of
cake. These lunches were put into neat
pasteboard boxes with a Japanese napkin
and sold for 10 cents. Later she sold milk
also.

. Then there is another place which could
be successfully filled by 8 woman of refine-
ment. It is that of ‘ladies companion in a
large hotel—a woman willing to live in the
botel and make herself generally useful at
#0 much an hour or day to the women
guests of the house. If they are strangers
and wish a guile, a companion, or an
assistant in their trips around town,
the ladies’ companion can be called
on. If the weather is bad or the guest is
ill and ~ishes to be entertained, the com-
panion only needs to b2 notifiad. This I
consider a most excellent opening for both
elderly and young women. It seems to

me that the hotels would be not only will-

the Venezuelan President, Crispo, to the ;
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ing to have them, but glad of their ser- I
vices. My pian would be for the woman
to be as nearly independent as possible.
That is, to engage her room and pay her
board in the hctel like any other guest,
and leave her cards in the office with the
understanding that she was to be recom-
mended and called on when nesded. Why,
there are hundreds of ways in which she
could make herself useful and also have an
opportunity for making very desirable
friends and acquaintances.

‘I suppose to the world at large the care
of other people’s birds seems too insig-
nificant to be thought of as a means cof
livelihcod. Yet a good livelihood can, [ am
confident, be made that way. Birds are
such little things that they arz apt to be
forgotten, not only by ths servants but al-
so by the owners themselves, who are
really fond of them as pets. Now, [ know
that there are many women who would
willingly pay a trust worthy person to come
once a day and clean out their bird cages,
seeing that the little songsters are proper-
ly fed and wa'ered. Why cannot such
work be done by & woman, either young or
old ? It is only recesesary tor herto be

regular and neat. It requires no capital
and not a great amount of information.
Another task which might be taken up by
the bird attendant is the care of palms,
rubber plants, and any of the house plants
that are usad to beautify so many hombes.
Birds and flowers usually go tegether, and
a woman who is fond of one as a rule is
fond of the other. These plants need con-
stant and careful attention. We have many
complaints of persons not able to have a
contervatoty and employ an experienced
gardener who lose really valuable plants
tor want of proper attention, regularly
given. Many such people are glad to have
the care of these plants taken off their own
shoulders.

‘From time to time we have many in-
quiries from the owner of dogs and cats for
persons who will board and care for them
various lengths of times and various rea-
sons, not because the animals are ill, but
because the owner must for some reason
ssparate from them for a week’s visit and

does not care to take her cat or her dog;

she wants somebody to take charge of her
pet while she is away. She is pertectly
wiillng to pay for the care and glad of the
assurance that it will have proper attention
during her absence. There are others who
want beard for their pets for a longer or a
shorter psriod. The animals are valuable,
and they are fond of them and are willing
to pay tor their care. So why shouldn’t
some woman open & dog or cat boarding
house in New York ?

‘Then there are sevcral places that a
woma2 might create and earn a fairly good
living. There is the housekeeper's helper,
for instance, where she would go around
at stated intervals, clean and rearrange
the bric-a-brac, fill and attend to the lamps
look after the silver, the cut glass, the
tablelinen ; in short, see to all those little
things about a house which are never notic-
able unl:ss they are left undone. Then
[ there is the hotel shopper, a woman who
will direct or advise the guests of the
house how and where to do their buying ;
or, if called on, do the buying herself or
accompany them when buying. Then
there is the hotel mender, a woman also at
the beck and call of ths guests of the hotel.
These places can all be filled by a woman
without any loss of dignity, and if she is
willing to work with promptness and neat-
ne:s there is no reason why she ehouldn’t
make a comfortable living and be of inval-
uable assistance to the traveller.’

Government Bank Notes.

Curiously enough, tke United States
government has its bank note printed cn

being a mixture ¢f licen, cotton and silk,
the silk threads coming into promicence
alter passing thrcugh the printing machine
There are some nine kinds Bank of Eng-
land notes, all of them printed on some-
what timilar paper, but they are now al-
ways in two or three colors in Scotland.
French notes are of pagper that has hair in
its pulp, the bair comirg out so strong
wken photographed as to render any at-
tempt at forgery on that line impossible,

While some nations use colored inks, the
only ink used by the United States is
black, characterized asa wonderfully hard
and dry preparaticn, and said to be mainu-
factured in & special manner from napthha

smoke.

paper made by a private firm, the pulp




