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FOR LIFE OR LIBERTY. 

MANSLAUGHTER OR MURDER IS 

THE CASE OF WALSH. 

The Attorney General Hints at Manslaugh-
 

ter—The Jury Chosen and the Trial on 

This Week—WI1ll the Extra Jurors be Pald 

for all Their Time. 

John Walsh is on his trial for the mur- 

der of John Meahan. 

The crime is fresh in the minds of the 

readers ot all newspapers and the facts and 

main features of the case were brought out 

at the Coroners inquest and the prelimin- 

ary axsmination. 

Walsh is represented by Scott E. Mor- 

rill and the Crown bas the nsw attorney 

general, Hon. Mr. White to present the 

case to the jury. This is the first case of 

JOHN WALSH, 

Charged With Meahan’s Murder. 

. note that Mr. White has engaged in since 
his appointment as attorney general and he 
presented the facts in his usual calm and 

forcible way. 

Probably by the time PROGRESS reaches 
its readers the jury will have given their 
verdict. The trial began Thursday and the 
crown was not slow in presenting thzir 
witnesses. A noteworthy feature of the ad- 
dress ot the attorney general was his in- 
clination to point out that all the crown 

would attempt to prove was manslaughter 

While he did not direct them so in plain 
terms he spoke as if the evidence would 
pot warrant a conviction for murder. 

It is some time since there has been a 
trial of this sort in this city and the inter- 
est was keen. The spectators were there 
in force and listened to the evidence with 

the greatest attention. Perhaps there was 
more attention paid to the selection of tke 
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JOHN MEAHAN, 

The Murdered Man, 

jury which has been waiting ten long days 

to find out who would te so unfortunate as 

to be sworn in. Some of them were not long 

in suspense because the crown and the de- 

fence exercised their rights of challenging 

to the utmost. But others in spite of excuses 

found that they must devote some time to 

the service ot their country as jurymen. 

EN foe man urged that be was acquainted with 
e family of the prisoner, and might be 

“inclived to favor him, but the judge could 

not see it in that light and the juryman was 

sworn. Alter a while the twelve men were 

chosen and sworn in. In connection with 

the jury the fact may be mentioned that an 

additional! panel of forty citizens was 

summoned by the sheriff presumably 

on the strength of the Walsh trial but 

all of them appeared the first day and 

the murder case was postponed for. ten 

days, and the forty additional talismen 

were not required to show up until Thurs. 

day ot this week. It is an interesting 

question that some of them are asking if 

they will not be paid for tha days the 

court is in sestion. The judge will no 

doubt decide that in the bricfest fashion, 

but if there should be anything in the con- 
tention what a pretty bill the county 

would bave to pay. ; 
The evidence ot Rooney—the man who 

was with Walsh and Meaban—was the 
same as at the inquest. He told tte story 
ot the spree, and Walsh chasing him away 

with stones and then be knew nothing sfter- 

wards. The physicians testified that the 

wound was probably made by a rock or 
some missile and that it caused death. 

Then Patrick Quinlan the dead mn’s 

brother in law was not allowed to tell what 
Meshan had told bim in the hospital. 

Ce pt. Jenkins told of the ground snd 1's 

nature and was the last witness up to the 
time of writing. Fridsy morning the} 
jury with the counsel and the prisoner {i /'% 
and officers went to view tha scene of the 

crime, 

FOR BETTER STREETS. 

A Question which the City Fathers Must 

Svon Face. 

A question that the civic fathers will 

soon have to grapple with is that of the 

city streets, and especially those on which 
the block pavements were laid, namely 

Main, Mil, Dock and Prince William. 
There has been a quettion in dispute as 
(0 who thould bear the burden of ‘he 
repairs of some of the streets through 
which the street railway runs, the city or 
the railway company. As a result of 
negotitations, however, it is likely that 

the railway will arsume the responsibility 
and will give tha city a certain sum an- 
nually, for a period of years, to keep the 
streets in repair. This mode of setling 
the difficulty will be similiar to the tettle- 

ment of the di:pu‘e about keeping the 
streets clear of sncw for which the city 

receive $3 500 annually. Probably they 
will get $4000 yearly tor keepiog the 

streets in repair. 
Now the qnestion arises what style of 

work is to be dore on Prince William and 
Main Street. It carnot be said that tke 
block pavement has proved satistactory 
and it is also time that engineers as a body 
disapprove of this kind cf street. It lasts 
only about five years and though it costs 

only about $2.00 a yard tbe frequent 
renewals necessary make it very expen ive; 
moreover, it soon becomes rough and un- 

even, The block pavings received a most 
sweeping condemnation from Mr. Camp 

bell, road commissioner for Ontario, who 

was here at the time of the exbibition 
in a ‘report which he bad presented 
to the cty council. Mr. Campbell 

was not backward in expressing bis 

opinions in emphatic language about the 

city streets saying that there was not a well 

laid street in the city. As the report was 

made on the strength merely of an off hand 

request by the Miyor, Mr. Campbell's 

g'rictures of the city public works (ffi :ials 

might seem rather gratuitous and uopro- 

tessional. Be that as it may, he is thor- 

oughly acquainted with Lis subject and 

bis v.ews should carry weight. 
If cedar blocks are to be relaid there 

should be at least a concrete foundation 
placed beneath. The prerent foundation 

of boards is not stable enough and baving 
settled in places there are depressions in 

many spots in the streets. 
Now is a good time to go into the whole 

question and decide what kind of streets 

are the most economical and lasting gran- 
ite blocks, cedar blocks, brick pavements, 

aspbalt or macadam,and what are the most 

suitable for certain classes of streets. 

Some definite system should be Jaid down 

to govern future work, ot such onquest- 
jontd excellence, and so backed by figures 

and the tests of other places as to ccm: 

mend itselt to future hoards of public 
works and thus overcome the argument 
that the frequent changes in the civic 
board militates against the permanency 

ot any policy. ; 

Embarrassing for the Governor, 

Mr. Ansbach, the magician, is a most 

pleasant man and makes himself agreeable 

with every one he meets. He carries bis 

covjuring plant around viz., bis nimble 

fingers, and his great sang freid with bh m, 

produces playing cards and various other 

articles from the pockets of clergymen and 

pillars of the churches. Oa Tuesday he 

accompanied His Honor the Lieutenant 

Governor to Fredericton and give him a 
pleasant exhibition of his art on the train, 

abstracting a pack of cards from the pock- 
et of the representative of the throne and 
doing other interesting tricks. He went 
into a lawyer's cflice the other diy and 
handed his card to the lawyer's clerk. 
When | the latter reached for it it waen't 
there. This was repeated a couple of 
times and then the lawyer's clerk got up 
bwnged the door of the sife gave the 
knob a ceuple of twists and then turning 

to Mr, Ansbach said in his most serious 
voice, “Now I am ready to talk busines.” 

A THRILLING FXPERIENUR. 

The Ingliwood Club Guide Mee's With a 

Strange Adventure. 

One of the most thrilling experiences 

of the year wis that of Nelson Spinney 
the story of whom was told in an evening 
paper jthe other night by Dr. Matthew 
MacFarland, of Fairville, who showed 

that he could handle tte pen with as great 

gility as the lancet, 
Spinney is guide and game warden of 

e Inglewood Club, of Boston, who have 

extensive game preserves near Musquash. 
On the afternoon of Thanksgiving Day 
while closing the gate of the dam at Eagle 

Lake hz: was struck in the leg by the 
windlass sustaining a severe fracture. 
The question arose how he was to reach 

a place of succour. H2 determinad to try 
and reach the club house three miles away 
over a rough portage to Lochalva and 
along the rocky shore. Until nightfall he 

want along by hopping on one leg with the 
aid of a staff. Then there being neither 
moon nor stars it become too dark for this 
and he decided to go ahead by going back- 
wards ; sitting down on the ground with his 

back to his goal he lifted himself off the 
ground by his hands and pushed himself 

along with bis sound foot. Tous ttere was 

the least strain on the irjured limb from 
which he was suffering sgovizing pain. 
And so inch by inch through the long 
night, that s2emed like an eternity, 

ha crept along over roots and 
sumps, bogs &nd marshes, through 

water, ice, slush and mud, over hillocks 

and hollows, over rocks and boulders, his 

courage sustained only by the companion- 
ship and sympathy ot his faithful dog. 

It was two o'clock Friday morning be- 
fore he reached the club house. Lighting a 
fice, getting some food, removing the 
clothes that were torn to threds by the 

rocks and briars, he clambered into bed 

to wait for succour or death, all day Fri- 
day, through a wild and stormy night and 
through the most of Saturday he lay alone 
in the deserted c:mp and the apparently 

deserted woods, wondering it help would 
ev er come to relieve his suff rings. But it 

came at last. Some men camping in the 

woods decided to go into Mu quash and went 
to the club house to get a boat from 

Spinney to cross Lochalva. Their ar- 

rival was a welcome sight to the untortu- 
nate man and soon by bo:t and wagon he 
was carried to Mu'quach and at two 
o'clock Sunday morn ng 60 bours after the 
accident he was recei ing medical attend- 

ance. . 

From the dam to t e club house was 

three miles and he ras thirteen hours 
making the journey. Out then bis ad- 
vance was measured by inches and there 
are nesrly 200,000 inches in three miles 
so it is wonderful how he got over the 
ground in that time or how he bad the 

courage and the superhuman endurance, 
handicapped as he was by his throbbing 

limb, to do it at all. 

HIS SHARP PR4CUICE. 

A Halifax Physician and His Questionable 

Phnilaothropy. 

Havrrax, Dee. 2,—Itis said that & cer 

tain North Ead physician is engaged in a 
bold speculation. Oae Murray, an ex- 

hibition building contractor abindoned his 
job last autumn having a crowd of poor 
laboring men with $2 500 wages unpaid. 
Tuese people are now feeling the pinch of 
poverty. They n:ed the money very much 
and should receive it dollar for dollar. 

They are almost certain to do this if they 
can wait till the legislature meets and 

authoriz2s the payment of the claims. The 
story goes that this physician, believing 
that the legislature will make good to the 
laborers their loss is taking assignments of 

the claims, paying theretor 30 cents on the 
dollar. It does look like rather sharp 
practige, unl ss, indee?, he is a pbi'an- 
thropist, and is advancing the 30 cents now 
with tte intention of making good tbe 
whole smoun’ to th>m when the money is 
torthcoming. Only such an intention wou'd 
be any jusiification tor his conduct If 
that is what Le is doing be is a good man, 
otherwise he is not far removed from a 
sharper. 

FUN AT THE BANQUET 
MR. EMMERSON IS SERIOUFf; MR. 

BLAIR JOCULAR. 

Hon. Mr, Hill was Facetious and not Very 

Complimentary~The Dinner was Good 

and the Fun was Contagious and Lasted 

Until Tnree O’clock, 

At least no one will be found to assert 
that the banquet on Thursday night was 
non-political. It was a gathering of the 
extremists of the party, the offica holders, 

the ward heelers, the government contrac- 
tors and the seekers for favor. They were 

all of one unquestioned complexion and 
the fact was exemplified by the eulogisms 
which were exchanged. In fact Mr. Hill 

of St. Stephen, described the occasion as a 

mufual admiration society. The praise 
was fulsome and bountiful, and every one 

got his share and teveral gotit in many 

courses. 
The material part of the banquet was ex- 

cellent and though the barquet hall of the 
Royal is not as spacious as the assembly 

rooms this was offset by the fact that the 
service of waiters was better than that at 

the Blair banquet. 
The speakers of the evening were | Mr. 

Emmerson and Mr. Blair. The new pre- 
mier gave 8 most interesting speech out- 
lining the future policy of the government 
mn relation to the farmer. The force of his 
barangue was somewbat lost from the fact 

that he read it and had to keep his eyes on 
bis paper instead of directing their magne- 
tism at the audience. Probably he wanted 

to make sure of his words and fall into no 

pitfalls. 
Mr. Blair devoted himself chicfly to 

protesting against his constituents taking 

up all bis time during the sessions by con- 
stantly buttonholing him and calling bim 
from his chair in the house into the lobbies 
and anterooms. Probably he had vividly 

fresh in his memory the siege which he had 
endured from place hunters at his private 
car at the depot that very day. 

There were of course numerous amus- 
ing incidents and sallics of wit and out- 
bursts of mirth and applause, Attorney 
General White reterred to the rumors of 
conflict between Mr. Emmerson and Mr. 
Tweedie and he said, that, judging from the 
reports circulated one would have expec: 
ted to eee Mr. Emmerson come forth with 
a patch on his eve or Mr. Tweedie with 
his face badly disfigured. Whereat Mr. 
Tweedie called out, ‘He can’t do it,” a 

sally that hrought down the house. 

The polished Mr. Hill cf St. Stephen, 

told a good story. About a hundred years 
ago Father Murphy, ot Ireland, engaged 

in a controversy with an Anglican Bishop, 

in regard to purgatory. In one letter the 

bishop de claimed against the horrors of 

purgatory, to which Father Murpby re- 
plied that he might go fnrther and fare 

worse. So Mr. Hill likened the present 

provincial government, perhaps not to 

purgatory, but to the story, aud they 
might go further and fare worse. 

Ald. McGoldrick talked in bis usual 

amusing vein. He said that he held a 
position that many would like to get, 

though he had to attend miny board meet- 
ings at the city ball, and got only $100 a 
year and spent that on his way home from 
the city hall He said that he represented 
a constituency bigger than Albert ani 
Westmorland put together and he implied 
that he might some time measure swords 
on the fi-1d of provincial strife. 

There were speeches of all sorts and 
descriptions and they lasted pretty nearly 
‘all through the night, the revellers not 
dispersing belore three o'clock Friday 

morning. 

THEY SILENTLY SIrEAL AWAY. 

Vernice and Professor Vincario have 

‘Pulled Siakes and Departed, 

The reign of Dr. Vincario and Vernice 

the Wise is over. They are only two V's 
but they seemed to bave the power of 
attracting many other V's and they made 
som2 hundreds of dollars here and in 
Fredericton. Their departure was prob- 
ably hastened by what claimed to be an 
expose of the Fredericton Gleaner’s. The 
sail paper the other night devoted a 
couple of columns to the East [ndian in 
which they declared bim to be a first-class 
fakir and stated that his me¢thod was to 
unroll with his deft fingers the bits of pap- 

er on which his clients wrote their ques 
tions and with a rapid glance of his brill- 

iant eyes take it in, consuming but an in- 
stant in the operation unnoticed by bis 

interviewer. Then ia bis Hindu tongue 
he would convey the question to the fair 

oracle and she would with all her woman's 

tact and lengthy experience manuf:cture 
an answer. This isa question whick 
the writer, not baving interviewed the 

sootheayers, will not attempt to discuss. 
There is encther phese of their visit 

which, however, may be dealt with. It 
appears that when tte two prcph ts left 
Fred ericten for the United States the 
first of the week they left some creditors 
behind. A young St. John man whe 
looked after their advertising, distribution 
of hind bills, etc., was stuck 260 wages 

for servi ces rindered. There are prob- 
ably other creditors and the business cflice 
may have prompted the story in the Glean- 
er. 

Dr. Vincario is very fond of wine and 

thinks notbing of cracking numerous bot- 
tles of fizz every week. He invited a 
gentleman to bave a glass of wine with 
him a day or two before he left. 

He had occasicn to go out and in his 

absence the other mar, who did not 
care for wine, got the bar-keeper to put 
the wine under the bar. When Vincario 
returned be said that he had drunk his 
wine. *‘No you don't,” said the protess- 
or, ‘bring it out from under the bar.” 

Whe!her that was mind reading or simple 

native ingenuity is an interesting question, 
though it was probably the latter. 

MR. OASSIDY'S KLONDYKE. 

Says There 1s Gold at Silver ¥ alls and Also 

on Canterbury Street, 

Out at Silver Falls they are busy put- 
ting up a pumping station to increase the 

city water supply. There is a big der. 
rick there and a couple of men stand there 
day in and day out turning the crank of 
the big machine, Why they should do 
this menial unremunerative work when 
there 1s a regular Klondyke under their 
feet is somewhat unaccountable, Or at 

least this, no doubt, is what Mr. Builder 

and Contractor Cassidy thinks. He says 
there is lots of gold there and be has been 
a frequent visitor to the falls during the 
last two or three months, prospecting, 
digging, and knocking off pieces ot rock 
which he brings into town to show his 
friends what wealth is contained tharein. 

Some cavillers say it is only iron pyrites, 
but then Mr. Cassidy has been in Nevada 
and is a practical miner and he says 
thit there is every indication of gold 

about the miniature Niagara. In fact he 
thought it was so much like Nevada that he 
stuck up a claim boerd on the city's land 
just alongside the big derrick setting forth 

in nicely printed and thoroughly legal lan- 

guage tLe boun. aries and particulars of his 
claim and signed io his own name. He also 

drove stakes at the corners of his claim. It 
was, however, suggested to him that this 

was not the way to proceed here. The 
methud was to get a perspecting license if 
desired. Mr. Cassidy remarked that he bad 

intended to apply to Hon. Mr. Dann for a 
perspecting license but the surveyor general 
was out of town. Then it was suggested to 
him that very probably Mr. Dann did not 
carry around mining and perspecting 
lisences in his pocket and that it 
would better to apply to his departe 
ment at Fredericton for the document, 
Mr. Cassidy has pot gotten rich yet 

out of his gold strike but he hopes to. He 
was out there this week and collected some 
more gold bearing pieces of rock. Mr. 
Cassidy is an observing man and claims 

also to have located gold on Canterbury 
street, more than what has flowed into the 

newspaper cflices here. Bat in future 
when you drink your daily rations of water 
from Little River, on which Silver Falls 1s 

situated look out and preserve the spac’ s. 
of the precious metal floating therein. It 

will be a good spec. 

AFIER DINNER PLEASANTRIES. 

Two Halifax Gentlemen and Their Alter 

Dinner Speeches, 

Haurax, Dee, 2—Everybody pro- 
nounces the dinner “of St. Andrews Soc- 
iaty on Tuesday night to have been one 
of the best in recollection of the oldest 
dinner-goer in Halifax. The featnre of 
the night was Professor Howard Murray's 
post prandical speech and his sarcastic 
and iromical attack on attorney general 
Longley. It was uoparelled. The 
attorney general's reply in whizh he ex- 
plaioes that Professor Murray's ‘malignity» 
was due to the tact that he (the attorney 
general) had publicly denounced the stu iy 
ot the classics a waste of time and erergy 
was such that both parties could well call 
the encounter a draw. Professor Murray 
occupies the chair of the classics at Dai- 
house. 
The other special feature of the dinner 

was the oration of Humphrey Meilish one 
of our rising barristers. 
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