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PIRATES OF SUMATRA.

ROBBERS AT WAR WITH THE REST
OF THE WORLD.

For Many Years the Datch Have Been Try-
ing to Exterminate Them-—How the Pir-
ates do Their Fighting—Their Cannibal
Nelighbors the Battaks.

The butchery of a ship’s crew and pas-
sangers in Kastern seas by Achinese pir-
ates turnished a grisly item of cable intel-
ligence in the newspapers the other day.
It was related that a boatload of the free-
booters boarded the vessel in disguise, a
woman carrying concealed under her
clothes the knives with which the victime
were subscquently despatched. Only one
person escaped to tell the tale. Most
people who read the story supposed, quite
naturally, that the Achinese must be some
sort of Chinamen. This notion, however,
was a mistake, inasmuch as the pirates, in
question are Malays, who live at the north
end of the island of Sumatra. Prof. David
G. Fairchild, a Government naturalist, bas
just returned to the Upited States from
that part of the world, and he gives a most
interesting account of the war which is
going on at present between the Datch
and this nation of robbers.

The Dutch, it seems, have bien waging
this war without intermission for twenty
four years, and they are not much further
ahead with it then at the beginning. The
name of the province inhabited by the pir-
ates is properly spelled Acheen, or Atschin.
Nobody knows how many of them there
are, even approximately, for the simple rea-
son that no white man can venture into their
territory without being killed. It is sup-
posed that they number 50,000 to 60,000.
In former times they were a scourge of the
seas in that part of the world, sweeping the
waters with their switt sailing preas, captur-
ing merchantmen ot all natioas, and cus-
tomarily butchering every soul on board.
This method of procedure almost destroyed
the trade of England through tha Strait of
Malacca, and finally the Bri'ish Government
told the Dutch that they must put a stop to
the nuisance or else it would take the mat-
ter in hand.

The Datch, of course, own Sumatra, as
well as all the rest of the great Malay
Archipelago, which ¢ xtends as far east and
west as the distance from New York to
San Francisco. It was thought very un-
desirable that the Eaglish should have an
excuse for landing troops in Datch terri
tory, and sc an expedition was sent to wipe
out the natives of Acheen. That was in
1872. The effort was to fir unsuccessful
that it is still being kept up, after an ex-
penditure of 30,000,000 guilders and a
great waste of valuable lives. Urquestion-
ably the British would have foon put an
end to the trouble by furnishing whatever
might be neceessary in the way of men and
money for tke pwpose, but the Dutch
colonial policy is frugal, and thus nothing
has been accomplished except the destruc-
tion of all the vessels belonging to the
Acheenese, who are no longer a terror on
the ocean.

These piratical people are bigger and
stronger than the other ratives of Sumatra,
exceptirg only the cannibal Battaks, who
are their near neighbors. They aro tre-
mendous fighters—long, lean, very muscu-
lar, built like vprofessional jumpers and
correspondingly agile.  Their favorite
weapon is a knife cf peculiar shape called
‘klawong,’ with a blede two feet long. Tke
blade is not pointed, but cut off square,
and is heavy at the end, so as to give
greater weight to the blow struck with it.
In some instances white men have been
actually clcft from the head through the
entire body by a single blow of one ot
these formidable weapons. Also the
Acheenese have carbines and winchester
repeatiog rifles, which they have imported
with ammunition from Singapore. They
even possess a few small cannon.

Thus it appears that these barbarians
are foes not to be despised. They are
tond of night attacks. and rival the savag-
es of America in the matilation of their
victims—cutting off the legy, arms, and
ears of captives. Their country is cov-
ered with primeval tropical forests, inhab-
ited by orang-outange, where malaria
broods and impenetrable rattan thickets
harbour legions of leeches. When the
Datch troops burn their villagas and de-
stroy their rice plantations, they simply
retire to the inaccessible mountain fast-
nesses, whither they cannot be pursued.
They are very dirty, beastly, in their hab-
its, and are mostly efilicted with disgust-
ing skin diseascs which cover them with
blotches. Their houses are tquare or ob-
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account of the ill-health of the owner.
so absorbed is his fight for wealth that he has forgotten
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HO\V often we hear of a flourishing business for sale on
He has been

another account that needs balancing—his hecalth account.
He has been paying out and not taking in until he finds the balance on the wrong side of the ledger.
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Many are ruined thus.

have saved are lost.
Keep your blood pure, your system in good order, and success is yours. Abbey’s Effervescent
Salt will do this for you. Taken every morning, before breakfast, it tones the system, purifies the
blood, keeps the appetite on edge, and the digestion good. Abbey's Effervescent Salt is also an
efficacious preventative and cure for Sleeplessness, Loss of Appetite, Biliousness, Sick Headache,
Constipation, Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Spleen Affections, Nervous Depression, Sea Sickness, Flatu-
lency, Gout, Fever, Skin and Kidney Complaints.
THE ABBEY EFFERVESCENT SALT CO., Ltd, MONTREAL, CAN.

Price, 60 cents a bottle.

All Druggists sell this great English preparation.

Little disorders that might easily have been cured have become startling discases. Now, broken
in health, nerves unstrung by pain, what might have been a brilliant and useful career is ended.
Many whom a little care of self and a little toning of the system would

It purifies the blood and clears the complexion.
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long, containing only the barest ne:essit-
ies—one or two pots and pans and a few
mats. Usually a sleeping place is shut off
by a curtain.

There is undoubtedly a great deal of
gold in the piratical country, but nobody
dare hunt for it, for fear of the ferocious
inhabitants. Near the north end of the
island and not far from the fortified town
of Kota Radjo, occupied by the Dutch, is
a bill called Gold Mountain, which is said
to be full of the yellow metal. A Dutch
cfficial showed to Prof. Fairchild a gold
coin which was made by the Achinese as
far back as the sixteenth century. It was
thin and covered with embossed characters.
Of late the fighting with the natives has
b en particularly severe, acd has resulted
in the driving back of the Datch outposts.
At the time of Prof. Fairchild’s visit there
were 800 Dutch soldiers in the hospital at
Kota Radja out of an army of 8,000 men.
Many of the sick, however, were victims
of various diseases which attack Europeans
in that climate—such as beriberi, a
fearful complaint, which begins with a
swelling of the legs and creeps vp until
it attacks the bheart and kills,

Any defeat of the Dutch in Acheen dam-
ages their prestige all through Sumatra
and Java, and this is one reason why they
have been willing to devote so much atten-
tion to a region which is worthless to them
procducing nothing whatever that is of
value. With all their efforts they now
hold only a very small part of the province
—that is to say, the extreme northern tip
of Sumatra, embracing only a few square
miles. Acroes this tip of land they have
built a string of little forts, to the south of
which all the country is in the possession of
the pirates. They have to keep a mighty
sbarp look-out too, lest these forts be
gobbled up by the enterprising natives.
All of the forts are connected by a railway
and by a telegraph with the town of Kota
Radja to the north, which is probably the
most curiously fortified place in the world.
It is & city of soldiers’ barracks, with offi-
cers’ residences in - the middle, the whole
beicg surrounded bry a fence of iron pickets
twelve feet nigh. Inside of the fence is a
stone wall.

The city can only be approached by the
savages frcm the south, inasmuch as they
have no vessel!s, and from that directicn
they must pass the line of forts, which are
fourteen in number. Kach fort is surround-

«It went right to the sore spot,”’

is what & young man lately said of his
first dose of SHORT'S DYSPEPTICURE.
Better still, a few more doses cured his
indigestion.

ed by tall wooden palings. Oautside the
palings are two barbed wire fences ten feet
high. The fences are only four inches apart
and the barbs are closely set. Outside of
this is a queer sort of a barrier of wire net
twenty feet in w.dth, and not very high, but
so intricate that to go through it is practi-
cally out of the question. Oatside of this
barrier again is a hedge of plants known as
Spanish bayonets, set asf thick as possible
and thirty feet wide. This is considered
impassable by the natives, who can neither
scale nor go through it. A small paesage
way, closely guarded, gives access to the
fort. If one of the forts is attacked or
threatened, notice is at once sent by tele-
graph tc Kota Radja, and reinforcements
are despatched by the railroad from the
city.

Sumatra is one of the largest islands in
the world, and has a population of 8,000,-
006. Respecting some of the tribes m the
interior hardly anything is known, inas-
much as the island has been crossed by
white men only two or three times. The
immediate neighbors of the Acheenese are
the Battaks, a most interesting race ot can-
nibals, who are quite civil zed in their way,
having a written language of their own.
They know how to make firearms, even
boring their own gun barrels. And they
carve gun stocks in correct style, and are
acquainted with the art of making powder.
They find the'r own sulphur and saltpetre,
using pieces of bamboo for cartridge cases
and bits of coral for bullets. They are ex-
cellent agriculturists, and raise cattle. In
addition they are clever gold and silver
smiths, making filigree work and weaving
gold thread.

The Battaks only eat prisoners of war or
bad criminals. Formerly the habit of can-
nibalism among them was universal, and
human flesh used to be sold_in their coun-
try in open market, soms chiefs eating it
daily 2s a matter of liking. It is consider-
ed the greatest possible insult to a foe or
punishment to a perzon guilty of a griev-
ous crime to eat him. Besides, the ques-
tion of economy is considered. At a feast
it was cheaper to slaughter six slaves at
100 guilders than to kill six buffaloes at
150 guilders. When a distinguished per-
son died two individuals customarily went
through a lot of buffooneries at the grave-
side, after which they were killed and laid
in the excavation, the ccflin being placed
on top of them. Cannibalism is more or
less mixed up with the religion of these
people, who have their wizards and witch

doctors to practice incantations.

The Battoks build bouses of planks and
strong beams, placing them on piles
for the advantage thus given in defending

them. Many of their villages are on al-
most 1nacessable pionacles in the hills,
favorite spots being little plateaus formed
by the broadening ot a mountain range.
Commonly they are surrounded by pali-
sades, with watch towers. Much art and
iudustay is put into carving and painting
of the woodwork of the houses. An out-
building serves as a sleeping place and

coun.il hons> rice, being stored in the
upper part. No light is kept at night for
fear ot attracting ghosts, but in emergency
candles of rasin are used. Cummunal
houses serve as sleeping places for the
unmarried men, sometimes 100 of them
together. Here are hung up the heads of
slain eremies and other trophies.

Nearly all of the highest peaks in Sum-
atra are volcanoes, and most of these sre
active. In the immediate neighborhcod of
these mighty chimneys, which hurl out
masses of ashes and stone, are the fertile
lowlands, with a dense population. The
destruction of 40 000 human lives by the
eruption of Sunbawa in 1815, and the
washing away of 16,000 people by ‘tidal
waves,’ following the eruption of Krakato
in 1863. ara not solitary instances.—St.
Louis Globe-Dimocrat.

ROUTED BY BEES.

The Dress was not Suitable for the Encount-
er Which Took Place,

The Scottish Highland dress, with its
kilt, in which the trousers are totally lack-
ing, has certain advantiges for a soldier,
and certain disadvantages—as the High-
landers who accompanied Lord Roberts
on one of his expaditions to Afghanistan
once found out to their cost. ILord Rob-

ets tells the story of the occurrence in his
‘Forty-one Yearsin India.’

As the troops were advancing, Lord
Roberts was employed for a little time
within an enclosure at Alambagh, when he
heard great confusion, as of a panic, a-
mong the troops without on the p'ain.
Getting on the rcof, he looked out over
the plain, and saw the troops flying in
every direction. There was no firing,
and the enemy was not in sight, but evi-
dently something serious bad bappened to
throw the men into such confnsion.

The general mounted and rode to the
scene. There he found that the enemy
was not the Afghan, but a mass of infur-
iated bees, which seemed to penetrate
everywhere, and which were especially
active against the Highlanders, who were
peculiarly vulnerable to their attacks.

The general promptly decided that dis-
cretion was the better part of valor insuch
a contest, and withdrew the command in
as good order as possible to a position re-
mote from the scene of the attack. Then
ko instituted an inquiry, and found that
the stampede had been the result of the
thoughttulness of an officer of the 9th
l.ancers, who had thrust his lance into a
hive of bees, The intrepid insects bad
instantly rushed to the assault—as they
would have done if the whole British army
had been present.

‘There were no sericus consequences,’
Lord Roberts concludes; but ‘the High-
landers were heard to remark on the un-
suitability of their dress for an encounter
with an enemy of that description.’
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when Dr. Mustbe is in reach.
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<“°> Ayer’s Sarsaparilla must be.
N\ take AYER’S Sarsaparilla,

> Drs. Mayhe and Mustbe. -
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medicine makers — the long-tried remedy ,has your cenfidence. \
You prefer experience to experiment—when you are concerned. 2\
The new remedy may be good — but let somebody else prove &~
it. The old remedy raust be good — judged on its record of . ,
cures. Just one more reason for choosing AVER’S Sarsa- =
parilla in preference to any other,
household sarsaparilla for half a century. Its record inspires
confidence — 50 years of cures. If others may be good,
You take no chances when you

You choose the old doctor before the young one. Why?
Because you don't want to entrust your life in incxpcricnécd
hands. True, the young doctor may b¢ experienced.
the old doctor must be. You take no chances with Dr. Maybe,
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Same with medicines as with

t has been the standard (@)
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